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The ottoman parte declares war agamji Ruffla.'-^ 
Prince Henry of PruJJia at PeterJburg.'^A ruf* 
fan fquadrony under the conmiand of count Alexius 
Orlof fails to the Archipelago. — ViSiories of count 
Romantzof — Capture of Bender. — Count Alexius 
Orlof returns to Pcterjburg. — His condu^ in Italy. 
^^Prince Dolgoruky enters the Krimea. — Pg^i- 
lence at Mofco. — Attempt to ajfafpnate the king 
of Poland. — Congrefs at Fokjhiani. — Vafftlchikof 
hecomes favourite of the emprefs. — Gregory Orlof 
is difmijfed from court ; whh other events from 
176s to 1772. 

vJN the firft menacea held out by Turkey, Ca- 
tharioe^ who felt herfelf not yet in a condition to 
make war with advantage, fufpended the fettle- 
mcnt of the limits between Ruffia and Poland ; 
«irithout, however, abandoning the hope of feiz- 
VOL. II. B ing 



2 LIFE OP THE [l768, 

ing on a part of that kingdom, where her officers 
were continually harafling and dividing the inha^ 
bitants. The filtering and fanguine expedtations 
which had been formed on the conclufions of the 
late diet, and the intervention of the Ruffians in 
the aflairs of the republic, were totally overthrown 
almoft as foon as they were conceived ; and that 
unfortunate country became the theatre of the 
mod cruel and complicated of all wars ; partly 
civil, partly religious, and partly foreign. Indeed 
the meafures relative to the diet, as well as thole 
which had for fome time paft directed all the 
tranfa^lions in that country, feemed pregnant with 
.fuch feeds of clifcontent, as might well be ex- 
peAed to produce, fooner or later, fbme very 
cxtraprdinary confequcnccs. We have feen a 
foreign army, under colour of friendfliip, take 
pofleffion of a country to which no juft claim was 
even pretended ; . we have feen them, for a courfe 
of years, peremptorily dictate to the members of 
a once great and free nation the meafures they 
fliould purfuc, and the laws they (hould eftablifh 
for their own iniernal government; and we have 
fccn them fcizc the fenators of that nation, and 
fend them prifoncrs to a foreign country, for 
daring to have an opinion in their owri national 
councils; It is not then to be wondered at, that 
the Poles, a brave and haughty nation, long nurfcd 
in independence, and whofe nobles had exercifed 
in their refpcctivc diflridts an almoft unlimited 
6 fovercigoty, 
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fovercignty, fhould ill brook a fubmiffion to fuch 
unnatural a6ts of foreign power. . 

' The confequences were accordingly fatal. The 
refentment excited by patriotifm from a fenfe of 
national injury and difhonour, being embittered 
and enflamed fey the fpirit of cruelty and animo- 
fity, which is almoft always infeparable from reli- 
gious difputes, that unhappy country exhibited, 
in the courfe of the year 17 68, the fcenes of 
horror, calamity, and delblation, which are the 
eommon concomitants of civil war. Citizen de- 
ftroying citizen, foreigners drenching the vaft 
plains of a great country in the beft blood of its 
inhabitants, and the fields covered with the un* 
buried bodies of thofc who ufcd to till them, arc 
but a part of the horrors of this dreadful pidlure* 
Some that were n[K)ft impatient of the ruflian yoke 
at feveral times attacked their armies. Encouraged 
by Auftria, and particularly by France, they made 
themfelves mailers of the city of Cracow, of a 
part of Podolia, and united in the fbrtrefs of Bar, 
the name whereof was then given to that con- 
federation, which became fo famous by its enor- 
mities and its misfortunes. The emprefs caufed 
reinforcements of the troops to enter Poland, 
giving the command of them tp lieutenant-general 
Sdtikof. The aflfrighted confederates made a 
iecond application to the Turks. The count de 
Vcrgennes, being informed of this ilep, renewed 
his remonftrances to the divan, to determine it to 

• • B 2 fuccour 
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fuccour the Poles, and to oppc^ the ^imbitious 
ddigns of Catharine : in which he fucceeded . The 
ambaflador of that princeis was ihut up in the 
prifon of fcven towers, and the reis efiendi de- 
livered to the foreign minifters a manifefto *, bj 
which the grand fignior declared war agak^ 
l^uifia, accufing it of having infringed the treaties^ 
and violated the territory of the ottoman empire. 
The Turks at the iame time, announced that they 
were about to open the campaign with an army 
of five hundred thoufand men. 

It does not appear that the court of Ruffia was 

' at all defirous of entering into this war, if peace 
could have been pofllbly preferved^ without giving 
up its favourite iyftem in Poland ; and the occa- 
fjonal difordcrs committed by ita troops on thc^ 
ottoman fronders, do not feem to have proceeded 
from any fixed defign of giving umbrage to that 
court ; at leaft till matters were carried to fucb 
lengths, that there were no longer any hopes of 

^ preferving harmony. There is no doubt, how- 
ever, but that this court forefaw that war would 
be the probable confequence of ha condodl in that 
country ; an event, which the repeated remon- 
llrances of the porte, and the anxiety it (hewed at, 
the purfuit of thofe meafures, fufficieutly indi^ 
tated^ It was accordingly wdl prepared for this 
event; its armies were ia good conditiop, its 

^ This manifefto was ijiclofed in z porfet See the appendix* 
NckVIIK at the end of tUiFolaiaf. 

2 ilores 
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t)orcS8 artd magazines well provided, and the dit 
pofitioB of its troops fuch, that they might ba 
readily allembled in bodies upon the fitxntiors* 

The emprefs dreaded now neither the threats 
nor the undifciplined multitudes of the ottoman 
forces. On the contrary, fte fhewed great digw 
nity and firmnefs. Upon the occafion of the ar^ 
reft of her minifter ♦ at Conftantinople, (he loudly 
juftified his condud, and applauded bis fpirit in 
not making any humiliating conceffions, or fub- 
mitting to conditions that were derogatory to the 
honour and glory of the empire. 

The conduct of the grand iignior, in regard to 
the trania<5iion6 in Poland, was blamelefs and ir-^ 
reproachable, and entirely coniiftent with the cha« 
ra6Ver of a good neighbour and faithful ally. 
The afHiirs of that country had, for fome years 
pad, greatly attracted the attention of the porte ; 
nor could it indeed have been an indifferent ipec* 
tator of the meafures there lately porfued. The 
great and growing power of the ruilian empire, 
and the fupreme afcendant it had acquired in all 
* the trania^lions of the north, were in themfelvcs 
lufHcient objedis of jealoufy to fb near a n^igh* 
bour. But the almoft abfolute dominion which it 
had lately acquired, and the unlimited authority 
it exerciied, in fo coniiderable and extenfive a 
eountry, and pofl^Ied of fuch great natural power, 

* Th« 12th of OAober 176s* 

B 8 as 



6 LIFE OP THB [l768v 

as Poland, was an obje6l of fuch moment, as the 
fultan could not poffibly have overlooked, without 
giving up every pretenfion to true policy, and even 
to common prudence. 

In ik&y while its kings were ele6led, its laws 
pailed, and its Hates governed under the influence 
of a ruiHan army, Poland could be confidered in 
no other light than as a province to that empire ; 
and the fplendid titles of kingdom and republic 
were only a mockery and cruel infult on its degra- 
dation. The Poles might have urged, and the 
Turks might have been convinced, that the pre-^ 
tenccs of fulfilling treaties, protedling the diili- 
dents, and guarding the freedom of ele6:ion, was 
an ufeful fort of official language, which made a 
very good figure on paper, and had a plaulibig 
efFedl in manifeflos, to the vulgar, or to thofe 
who were but little concerned. But thefe glofles 
could bear no political tefl of examination ; as 
reafons of the fame or a (imilar nature might be 
cverlaftihgly found for the keeping of an army in 
any country, under pretence of friendfhip or pro- 
tedlion, and at the fame <ime converting it to all 
the purpofes of a conquered province. In truth, 
the lame r«afbns would have held, for fending a 
rufHan army to Conftantinople, to protedl the 
jdivan, to prevent riots^ among the janiflaries, and 
to rellore the chriitians in that epipire tQ their 
ancient rights and privileges. 

c There 
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There is no doubt but that the applications 
which had been repeatedly made for fbme years 
paft by numbers of-the polifli nobility to the grand 
fig.nior, had their weight with him. The propo- 
iSils lately made by the nobility df Podolia and 
fome other provinces, who, it was faid, had oft'er- 
ed to put themfelves and their countries under 
the turkifh government upon certain conditions, 
muft alfo have been flattering to the ambition of 
that prince. Without entering farther into the 
motives, it is certain that the preparations for the 
war in the turkilh empire exceeded any thing of 
the fame nature that had bten known for more 
than an age; that no cxpence was fpared in the 
military departments ; and that the fultan himfelf 
attended to every thing with a care and afliduity, 
which fufficiently (hewed how deeply he interefted 
himielf in the confequences. 

Catharine, however, had loft no time in pre- 
paring for her defence; and her preparations were 
formidable. Accordingly, fhe caufed a manifefto 
to be delivered to all the minifters of the powers' 
neutral or allied, and publi(hed a declaration of 
war, with the ufual forms, in the public places of 
Peterfburg. 

1769. The ruiKan armies began to march, and 
foon extended fix>m the banks of the Daniibe to 
thofe of the river Kuban. The Tartars of the 
Krimea, who had embraced the party of the Turks, 
were the firft againftwhom the armies of Catha- 
. B 4 fine 
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fine difplayed their prowefs. General Izaakof 
droire twelve tboufand of them out of New Ser«' 
via^ which they had entered under the command 
of their khan *. Mailers of Azof abd Taganrok, 
the Ruiiians put theie two places into a condition 
of refifting their ancient pofleflbrs, and laboured 
with unremitted induifay, in augmenting the little 
iquadrons, which have iince given them the do- 
minion of the Euxinc. 

The kozaks of the Ukraine penetrated intof 
Moldavia. Prince Gallitzin, who commanded the 
principal body of the ruflian army, paflcd the 
Dnieih*^ and attacked thirty thouiand Turks cvetr 
under the ramparts of Khotyim ; but he was re- 
pulfed ; and the conquerors purfued him to the 
Other fide of the river. 

That general then publiihed a manifeAo, in« 
Titing all the Poles, who were not of the confe- 
deration of Bar, to take arms againft that con* 
federation. Sdtikof had already folemnly an- 
nounced to his army, that fucb officers or fpldiers 
as ihould take a confederate, and grant him his 
life, (hould be ieverely punifhed. 

Such is the faint view which our limits allow m 
to take of the fituation of afiairs in that unhappy 
oountry. A nearer infpedlion would reprefent a 
pidture more diigraceful to human nature ; fuUicd 
with the mo(( dreadful exorbitances, and flained 
with the mod horrid cruelties. Thefe charges 

^ Id the monA of Maxch 17699 

were 
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were at the time reciprocally made ; and it is to 
be feared with too much truth on both fides. Ona 
inftance however dererves to be particularly mark-* 
ed^ in hopes that it may (land as a perpetual re-« 
cord of the infamy of the perpetrator. » 

Nine poliih gentlemen, whofe arms had been 
cut off at thewrifts, prefented in the capital city 
of their native country this new and (hocking 
fpeclacle : a fpe^laclc that would diigrace a na- 
tion of favagcs, and that, even amongil them, 
would excite every latent feed of pity, indigna-* 
tion, and horror, into adtion. The ruffian gene* 
nil Drevitch was the deteiied author of this inbu-« 
man and execrable a<5t ; and fome accounts ftato, 
him to have been the immediate operator in it. 
The barbarian had adled in the double capacity of 
their judge and their executioner. 

Catharine recalled from Warlaw prince Repnin^ 
whofe arrogance was difgufiing to all the Poles, 
without even excepting the warmeft partisans of 
Ruflia. That ambaflador was fucceeded by prince 
Volkonfky *, who exerted himfelf in vain to efFedl 
the re*confederation already propofed in the man!- 
feflo of prince Gallitzin. The emprefs clearly faw^ 
how dangerous it would be for her, if all the 
Poles ihouid unite againfl the Ruffians. But the 
cfForts of her generals and the intrigues of her mi- 

* Mikhaila Nikititch Volkoniky, nephew of the famous 
cbaocellor Beftuchef. -He wai afterwardi made governor of 

niAerft 
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niflers were now of lefs fervice to her than the 
weaknels and inattention of the Qourtof Verfailles, 
If that court had been fo inclined, the confedera- 
tion of Bar would have been generalized, the porte 
powerfully defended, and Poland ftill have been in 
the number of the powers of Europe ♦. 

Long before the plan for the partition of Poland 
was put into execution, the emprefs and the king 
of Pruffia equally felt the neceffity of conferring 
pn that grand delign. But, thinking that an in- 
terview between them would not fail of giving 
umbrage to the other potentates, and that they 
might perhaps find means for difcovering the mo- 
tives of it, they thought it moft advifable to decline 
it altogether. Frederic, then giving his inftruc^ 
tions ^o prince Henry, his brother, charged him 
with a commiffion to go to Ruffia. The better 
to conceal the objc6l of his journey, prince Henry 
gave out, that he intended only to make a vifit 
to his fifter the queen of Sweden. While he 
was at Stockholm, he mentioned that he fhould 

* lA order to raifc all Poland in one confcJecacy, the very 
eloquent and very able general Mokronofky requeued of the duke 
de Choifeul no more than two million Hvres toumois as a fulx. 
fidy, the acknowledgment of ^count Vilheoriky as minifter of 
the confederation of Bar, and the miffion of an agent to it» 
commifiioncd to fee that the fubfidies were well applied. The 
duke de Choifeal approved of the plan ; but was diiTuaded from 
it by the court of Vienna, jxrho had doubtlcis already fornved 
fee ret views> .«i the partition of Poland afterwards made i( 
appear. 

. * ; - return 
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return to Pruflia by the way of Denmark. But 
all at once he feemed to change his reiblution^ 
and yield, from complaifance to Catharine ; who^ 
hearing that he was fo near her dominions^ gave 
faim prei&ng invitations to come and fee her at 
Peterfburg. Thus, though prince Henry had 
quitted Berlin in no Qther defign than to proceed 
to Ruilia, he found means to make it believed that 
be was now going upon an unpremeditated jour- 
ney. 

Prince Henry embarked at Stockholm in a 
galley^, that conveyed him as far as Abo, the 
capital of Finland. Thence he repaired to Peter- 
iburg. A chamberlain of the emprefs was dii- 
patched to meet him on the frontiers of Ruifia. 
General Bibikof received him at the lad ilation, 
before the entrance of Peterfburg, and conducted 
faim to the palace that had been prepared for his 
reception, and where the minifter Panin was wait- 
ing for him. The prince entered Peterfburg under 
a difcbarge of cannon, and every where received 
the lame honours that are paid to ((>vereigns. 

1770. The next ddy he prefented himfelfat 
court with a numerous, fuite, and dined in public 
with the emprefs. All that pafled this day was 
conducted with the moil rigorous attention to 

* The prince royal of Sweden^ who reigned afterwards under 
the name of Guftaifos III. and prince Frederic hit brother, pafled 
the ifirft day in the galley with prince Henry. The duke of Siu 
dermania wi|s at ttu^t time in Fiance. 

ceremony ; 
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ceremony i bdt ^afterwards all etiquette wa8 bani^ 
ifaed ; and the emprefs and the prince ihet and 
difcourfed with each other without the finallcil 

reftraint. 

Every day was marked with fome feftivity or 
fome new cntertainirtent*. It would be fupeN 

fluoua 

"* One of thefe is dcfcribed in a letter from Mr. Richardfon, 
then at Pcterfburg : *' I (aw him [prince Henry] a few nights 
ago at a mafquerade in the palace, faid to be the moft magnifier 
cent thing of the kind ever feen at the ruffian court. Fourteen 
large rooms and galleries were opened for the accommodation of 
the mafks ; and I was informed that there wece prefent feveral 
thpufand people. A great part of the company wore dominoi^ 
or capuchin drefles : though, befides thefe, fome fanciful appear- 
anees afforded a good deal of amufement. A very tall kozak apL 
peared completely arrayed in the** hauberk's twifled mail/' He 
was indeed ^ery grim and martial. Perfons in emblemacicti 
drefles, reprefenting Apollo and the Seafons» addrefled the ^mpctfi 
in fpeeches fuited to their charaders. The emprefs herfelf^ at 
the time I faw her majefly, wore a grecian habit ; though I wai 
afterwards told, that Ihe raried her drefs two or three times dur- 
ing the mafquerade. Prince Henry of Proffia wore a white do- 
mino. Several perfons appeared ja the diefles of Chinefe, Turka» 
Perfians, and Armenians. The moft humourous and fantaftical 
figure Was a Frenchman, who with wonderful nimblenefs and dex- 
terity, rcprefented an overgrown, but very beautiful parrot. He 
chattered with a great deal of fptrit ; and his (houMers, covered 
with green feathers, performed admirably the part of the wings. 
He drew the attention of the emprefs : a ring was formed, he 
was quite happy ; fluttered his plumage ; made fine fpeeches in 
nj&, french, and tolerable engliih : the ladi^ were exceedingly 
diverted ; every body laughed but prince Henry, who flood be. 
fide the emprefti and was fo grave and lb folemn, that he would 

havt 
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fiuous to enter into the pgrticylars of any, except 
. the feiiival that was given at Tzarlko-felo ; tbt 

magnir- 
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hfe pctfonned bis pot moft . admirably in die fliape of an ovrL 
The parrot ob(cr?ed him ; was detfiTBUDcd to have revtng^i 
aod^havinj; faid as many good things as he could to her majedy^ he 
was hoppiog away : bat juft as he was going out of the circle, 
fteming to recoiled himfelf, he Sopped, looked over his ihoalder 
It chefonnal prince, and qtnte in the parrot tone and firench ac 
cent, he addiefled hsn moft emphatically with Henri! Henri ( 
Henri! and then, diving into the crowd j difappeared. His royal 
highnefi was diiconcerted ; he was forced to fmile in his own 
defence, and the compaqy were not a little amufed. At midnight 
a fpaciotts hall of a circular form, capable of containing a vaft 
nuraber of pec^, and illuminated in the moft nugniiicent man- 
Mr, ifiaftddenly opened. TweKe tables were placed in alcovta 
iionad die fides of the room, where die emprefi, prince Henry» 
and one hundicd and fifty of the chief nobility and foreign mini. 
ften, ikt down to fiipper. The reft of the company went up bf 
ftsfton theoutfideoftheioom^ into die lofty galleries all roond 
tiMe »fide« Snch a row of maikiBd vifages, many of them widi 
.piiefque feamits and boAy beaidti, nodding from the fide of tbo 
wiU, appeared very ludicrous to thofe bdow. The entertain* 
Bent was enlivened by a concert of mnfic ;. and at dificrenc in. 
te^ids peribns in various habits entered the hall, and exhibited 
kmnk, chincfe, poliih, fwediih, and tartar dances. The whole 
IMS to gorgeoua, and at the fiiae time (b fimtaftic, that I cookl 
not help thinking myfelf prefent at fome of the magmficent 
ieftivais defcribed in the old-fiilhioned romances ; 

the marihal'd ^ft 
Served op in hall with fewers and lenelhalf • 
The reft of the eoppahy, on refarmng to the rooms adjoimng, 
fisond prepared for them alio a fumptuous banquet. The ma£^ 
ymnde'bcgan at fix in die evenings and coadnvcd tiU five next 

moroipgf 
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magnificence of which is deferving fb be remem- 
bered. ^ 

TzaHko-felo, or the feat of the tzars, the fixed 
fummcr-refidence of Catharine II. lies in an open, 
pleafant country, deverfified by gentle elevationsand 
'-4rpots of foreft, at the difiance of twenty-four verfta 
from Peterfburg. The fpace of the whole grounds 
belonging to the pakce comprifes four hundred 
and twenty thoufand fquare fathoms. This prince- 
ly feat owes its origin to Catharine I. and its ex- 
ten tion and embellifhment to the empreis Eliza- 
beth ; but for its elegant completion and the 



iDorning. — Befides the mafqucnde and other feftmtie8,iD honour 
and for the di?erfion of prince Heniy^ we bid lately a moft mag.^ 
^ificent ihow of fire-works. They were exhibited in a wide 
fpace before the winter palace ; and in truth, '* beggared de£. 
cription," They difplayed^by a variety of emblematical figuren 
the redodion of Moldavia, Vallakhia, Beflarabia, and the variout 
conqaefta and vidories atchievtd fince the commencement of the 
prefent war. The various colours, the bright green, and tht 
fnowy white, exhibited in thefe fire*works, were truly aftoniOiing, 
For the fpace of twenty minutes, a tree adorned with the lovdicft 
and moft verdant foliage, feemed to be waving as with a gentle 
breeze. It was entirely of fire ; and during the whole of this 
ffopcndousjcene, an arch of fire, by the continued throwing of 
rockets and fire balls in one direAion, formed as it were a fuiw 
able canopy. On this occafion a prodigious multitude of people 
was aflembled4 ^nd the emprcfs, it was furmifed, feemed uneafy. 
She was afraid, it was apprehended, left any ^cident, like what 
happened at Paris at the marriage of the dauphin, (hould befai 
her beloved people," Anecdotes of the ruflJao empire^ p. 327, 

- ' greater 
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greater part of its prefent magnificence^ it is in- 
debted to the creative reign of Catharine IL 

The columns that mark the verfts on the road 
from town to Tzarlko-felo, are like thofe on the 
Pcterhpf road, of marble, jafpcr, and granite. On 
the two fides of the way are eleven hundred glo- 
bular lamps, which on public occaiions, when the 
court is at Tzarlko-felo, are lighted. Along the 
road the traveller is entertained with the view of 
private gardens and country houfes, thoq|ph neither 
in number nor elegance and diverfity to be corn-- 
pared with thofe on the road to Peterhof. Be- 
tween the fixth and feventh verft-flones are icen 
the walk of the palace of Tfchefmti, fifing from a 
iwampy plain overgrown with bufhes. This palace 
which is in the form of a trianglct is built entirely 
in the old gothic tafie,with ornaments of that ilyle, 
k)fty windows, painted glafs, little turrets. The 
infide is remarkable for a very good collefUon of 
portraits of all the princes of Europe that were 
reigning about the year 1775j 2ind their families, 
tlic greater part whereof were prcfcnts from the 
feveral princes themfelves. The grounds about it 
are laid out in the engliili manner. 

Five or fix vcrfis farther on is a village of german 
colonilis ; after which there is no other obje6t of 
confequcnce, till, at the extremity of a thick forcfi, 
Tzarlko-felo, the grandell of all the imperial pa- 
laces, appears. On the left hand is the wall of 
xhc park, and oppofite two lofty portaiSj^ pradiifed 

through 
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through a fteep aad rugged trtijficial rock> on tbq 
top of the higbeft whereof is a cbinefe temple. On 
pafilng through this entrance, on the right band is 
a canal, beyond iC the palace, and on the left is a 
cbinefe villagei, through which the road lies over a 
chinefe bridge into tbe park. The road extends to 
the neighbouring town of Sophia, through a colol^ 
iai gate of caft iron. The palace itfelf forma an 
amphitheatre^ with the building oppofite to the 
principal firont. On tbe eaft fide of the garden 
are two rows of large houfes for tbe people belong- 
ing to the palace, and tor the entertainment of 
travellers. 

The outfide of the palace is grand from its mag- 
nitude, and dazzling by its gilded ornaments. It 
eonfifls of three flories, and hss a wing on either 
$de^ one of which is the chapel, and the other the 
imperial baths. The central part was inhabited by 
tier majefly. Here a marble ilaircaie. leads up to 
the (econd flory, in which are tbe iiate apartments 
to the fide of tbe court-yard, and the proper dwel- 
Jing-rooms look to the gardens. The generality of 
the former are elegantly fitted up, and their furni- 
ture is of the ricbeft and coftliell materials of every 
kind^ and with fuch magnificence, that travellers, ' 
after vifiting other countries, unanimoufly declare^ 
they know nothing of the kind with which it can 
be compared. A defcription of thefe, with the 
gardens, will certainly not be expected here ; as it 
wMd i^quir? a peculiar work of feveral volumes 

for 
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for thatpiiffpD&: Ooj^r^ift.i^aQiooi bdovcriooled^ 
that OtAsume, 'amiilft* Ui^xcmationar of: bcr capa^ 
ciotM miod, had beredeyobsd alutle temple of fim^ 
pie archtte&ure to foltl^y.DetiremfiQit and cahp re-r 
fledtion^ so which, iiirrQuoded hjr bPok$ and/the 
beautiful fcenery of n^yUSHr^, fb^-iimietimQs forgot 
her iaimenfe fphere of* a^ion^ tdandjilge in the 
qtiiet fiojoyments of meditation. :•» /i 

From the fouth, wmg of the .p^ce |nr6j6<Slri an 
arcade, fifty &thoiiiSi itf leogth^- over which is^a 
ix>vared colonbadeiof marble coluBinsv-^VThe gar*, 
dens are laid outm* the engliih manner^ and are 
unufuaHy fpacious. . Aaiong tbe.remarka^le wbrks 
in these :gardeias that aref fufceptible of idefcription 
apepriacipally the. following obje^ : a ibmll tem* 
pie, containing a choice oolledtion of aiftiqui arid 
roodem fiatucs ; a Iblitude for a rural repall ; to^ 
geiher with a hermitage;' a fuperb bath, which 
may vie with any thing that ancient Rome could 
produce; pi dlurefque ruins ; a Jittle tbwn, with its 
tbeelsond fquares,. &c. in memory of t^e taking 
pofiefflbn of Tavrida, with many others. Two ar-^ 
tfficiai lakes, connecS^^ '^y ^ rivulet, aorofs which 
is a marble bridge, copied from that in Stowe-gar-r 
dens. Onan iiland io:one of theie lakes is a tur-c 
kifli mofque, on the other a fpacious hall for mufi* 
cal entertainments. In a wood appears a pyramid 
of granite in the 2eg}'ptian form^ in the neighbour* 
hood of which are two lofty columns. 

vo£*. II. c Tzarlko-felo, 



TIte Jofide jg^:tfiQ:.p^aoc of TzarfkoKfdo.waf 
lighted .bjf^flufeifiriuehiihibfir of llKax^iight8. ' In 
Tarioo^ opartnients the company danced iwb hours. 
All at Qticj^ a gr$nd d^icbarge of cannon; wat hdard, 
OB w^ieb /the b^U cfiefed^ the candlea were extin- 
^uitfbesJt dnd ajl tte .people ran to th& >viiidow8^ 
wJbene.^hey enjoyed the .fight of magnificent firci- 
woi-k^ bhe whole }€U)gfh ofrihe palace. Tl^is hav^ 
sriglpfled for fame tune^a thundering difcbaf^ of 
inxtiWsiy \wwi heard agato ; .when all the candlea 
we^e; alight once more as if by enchao^mefat^ and a 
fplciMj^ fuppec waa already ferved up. , Al^er rifing 
fi-om table, the. dances were renewed rkpd oon^ 
tinuod jtiU a late hour in the morning.: r ' - 
' • Ga^arbie, during thfti! whole of her reign, gave 
frcapicM : ^tertarriinents . to .the public,, w&icb, 
th'ebgb ^inferior tb'lhi*,. were yet dondudled with 
a iriagnificence not:to be exceeded iaany court of 
Europe. 

Prince Jlenry, daring. hia (lay at Peterfburg, paf- 
fed all his evenings in company with the empneis, 
in the Ta\x>urite fuitc of apartments which that 
princeffi. called her hcrmiiage. 

We ought not pierliaps any longer to delay giv- 
ing fome* account of this fumptuous edifice, for fo 
it fhould be ftylcd :; or rather, a fiiite of apartments, 
whicb, under the moflcll appellation of an hennit- 
agCj contains every thing that the. moft cxquifite 
luxury could combine^ It occupies a fpacious 
building contiguous .to the imperial palace, with 
which it communicates by a covered paflage over 

an 



J^7<Xj EMPRESS <!A*flASF!r* II. 21 

f 

an arch. ' T^iii fffti&ttt^, whifch Gatlifarirte deVbtcd 
to ibcki reiitemh'fi arid the ipl<iaf%re^-of fatntttar' 
cornrerfe, is perfiap* the only orte of ijsffc?ritf>thiat' 
has cvfirfcctr^ baftt' byqoeeto arrd efnprelfe^ ' for 
this puf^p^fe; It had'eve^ proflfertyfhat eoivld^ 
refldcr it dfeMghtfiil to»the c5fctft^df€te that tomied ' 
hcf private parties; . The ti-dar«r6& of af I iftkl in- 
duftry with >^bicb i]t ab6iii^d& ^ afie^- rkk ^btPt' to be 
defcribcd ; bat a (hort 'a!cc<)u^tf of (bttid of tbc rie- 
iharksble particulars of this pdkicfe'it woiild- b6 un- 
par&>ttabJ6 to omit. Here id ih* priratfe library? 
of the emjire!(&r the piQore^gallcrjry in wbieh the 
famo^ Hoogfeton-coHwlion mak^^ but a* fmall- 
fighre V^Hapfe*5l'9 gsilliry, bftiit pf»ecift*y to th0^ 
cBBhcnfiotrfo? that of thfe Vdticanl> with excellent 
copies of all' tfre painting, coriii^r'^pieee^^ a Ad 6ther 
omament!sof exaflly the Cfttte lize and iS the feme 
iitdatiohs ; a cabinet of medals^ and another of 
c5oins ; a collection of cdpper-plate engravings ; tf 
colIe6tion of natural hiflory, particuiarly mirte- 
ralogy ;. a collection of ciipious pieces of* aft ; a col- 
Ie6lion of ndodds of mechai^ical ihventio»s; a 
cabinet of antique and modem genfis ; not tomen^ 
tion the extraofdihary W6rks of art which compote 
the furniturei of thefe apartmeftt^*. Here and 
there arc placed the buds of great men. 1 1 is in 



■ » 



* A graat part of the paintings in the hennit^geare from tho 
famous cabinet of Croaaac, which the emprefs caufed to be bought 
at Paris, 

c 3 . . one 
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one of thcfe rooms that the elegant buft of Mr. 
Charles James Fox ftands in the middle of a mar- 
ble chimney-piece between two others. Some 
chnmbcrs arc deflined to mufical entertainments^ 
one to billiards^ and others to various games. One 
of them opens into a pleafurc-gardcn upon arches^ 
with furnaces beneath them in winter to keep up a 
genial heat ; Co that in the moil rigorous feafbns, 
here arc gathered the peach and the ananas^ the 
hyacinth and the rofe. The whole of this garden 
is covered with a 6nc brafs wire, that the beautiful 
and rare birds from all countries that fly among the 
trees and bufhcs, or hop about the grafs-plots and 
gravel-walks, and which the emprefs ufed fre* 
(|uently to feed from her hand, may not efcape. 
Here, in the midft of winter, Catharine, with thofe 
whom (he admitted to her converfation, would 
walk on lawi^s and gravel, beneath the branches of 
verdant trees, and amidlt fruits and flowers of every, 
kind. 

Above this is a terrace, where is a fecond garden, 
in the nfiaiic taUc ; but this can only be enjoyed 
vluiing the fummer fcafon. A covered gallery leads 
fiXHU this enchanted palace into the court- theatre, 
4i the pcrfonnanccs of which, likcwifc, only & 
vcc< vvm|>any ever appeared. 

V^c vnhcr apartments of the hermitage arc two 

S|i!t '^a!ls!t ornamented with great elegance, and a 

.;»:!v.iC-"^v*^^ *" which dinner is fer\'cd bv a me- 

^.ifc^A^a i;^\iniius, rendering the attendance of 

fervanis 
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icrvants entirely unneceflary^ by prcfenting -the 
difhes on fmall tables which rife through trap^ 
doors. At theie the company take their feats ; 
and each perlbn^ on wilhing to change his plate^ 
has only to flrike it in the centre, and it falls 
through the table, and through the floor, ftarting . 
up again and fettling in its place, having upon it 
whatever was written on the fcrap of paper that de- 
icended with it. At a certain lignal all the plates 
and diihes defcend, and others with the fecond 
coarfe preiently appear. 

Prince Henry exprefled his defire to fee Mofco. 
The fledges were immediately prepared ; and he 
was tranfported thUheci.with extraordinary celerity* 
Three weeks afterwards b^ was already back in 
St. Peteriburg, 

Among the various prelents which he received of 
the emprefswa* obferved the ftar of the order of 
St. Andrew, full of very large brilliants, together 
with a fingle diamond valued at forty thoufand 
rubles. The portrait of Catharine was inclofed in 
this ring ^» • 

However, neither feftivities nor pleafures pre- 
vented prince Henry fix)m accomplifhing the iecret 
t>bje6t of his journey. In the priyate converia- 
tions which he had with the emprefs, the difmem- 

* The emprdfl, morcoveri prdented him with a oolle^on of 
medals in gold» and a 'variety of rich fats. She alfo made great 
pitfents to all the per&ns of his fiiite • 

c 4 berment 
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.x-'^'^tc ^V FviJT>d vnas roiblved on*. Catharine 
iiiu ? XMcr-c «cn: c^uall v defirous of undertaking 

this 

• \ ciTo- %?*f-3Ki *::!» xitot by Mr. profeflbr Richard Ton, of 
v..i»$c«. -^^m ^u :^ fimily of the lare lord Cathcart, ambaflsu 
:ci ic :$^ l>««r!b%ii$» m tacor to the preftht ]ord, difcdvcn fuch 
..«if >>MiMk;?u^ « JIM ^ Ska fo verified by cvenu» that it ts impofli^ 
v: «v.* <4ut .ix «*JifCihca of fnaking the following extra6l froia 
;• 'JE U^s .V: \di i in his colledlion^ and bears date Jan. 4, 

• - — t>»> H<^* . £ace the beginning of winter, has exhibited 
t «^MiM«kvv vX'Jv" «*f ^HHrity and anrufeincntf ; feafts, balls, coiu 
«v««>» ^"O.*^ ^vs^ ievworks, and ma^uerades in conftant fuc 
.v^risdM ; *iw »; M VMour of» aiKi to divqt, his royal high&efs 

>^xv H*»»> '^' rwitt* the famous brother of the prefent king. 
> ^v v» v*«l. >i^')iac& does not feem much diverted. He looks 
A V>M » jut^ cat looks at the gambols of ii young kitten; or 
«» ^Mir « V W )M(jlitr fi^oft going on in his own mind, than the 
«s«r^««v^ v^ K^^^ Jtttd dancing, ^e came here about the bfr^ 
t^***^^ \A««Nl<ri on pretence of a friendly vifit to the em* 
««vN, t(^ ^^^ t^b^ haf^'incfs of waiting on fo magnanifnous a prin- 
«vN ^ ^rv^« tv^ ^^ ^!^«^ ^ ^^*^ ^y^^ '^^ progrefs of thofe immehfe 
^^^\«^fni^'^ 1^ t^'ifihly celebrated by Voltaire, and thofe french 
mffvm <^ «^^^ gift* from her najefty. As the queen of 
ShobilMil ll^MlJ of* king Solomon's V a^ami wirdom,"and 
•' viiinc t/v iff mbccWr (he had heart^a true report of them in her 
rn'ti laiK^ '* ^^ '^^^'^ ^^ ^y^^ prince hath come to vifit this 
r>igWt> fHiftCC^ ll wwy ^ ^^ ^^^^J *i^« i^c queen of Shcba, he 
IX cMW T/v t*«H* licr mijefty with *• hard qucftions;" if fo, he 
Ritv tVs vikJ nf«* tawing anfwett to all his qncllions ; and if he 
Imkm^ JWi(« »^Kh fliecon grant, Jhe will "grant him hia 
••. h<»!i«'^ *k*rf*" i could, with the greatcft cafe, make out an 
^-| n^j^jin;, « «kwh the precious ftoncs, t/ie camels, and aflcs, 
SwK ^k tVc ibeban potentatc^to JcrufaJcm, would, I affure 
•fc**.^ «,> c\wlcmptible^fig^lre. Butdo you ferioufly ima- 
^-w ;V cnrAtttPC of ikin and bone (hould travel through 

Swciicn, 
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this diftnembdrttietit ; but they Could not d6 it 
without a third ally. If Maria Therefa had beenf 



Sweden, whence he is cOroe at prefent^ and Finland and, Poland, 
all for the pteafure of feebg the metropolis and'emprels of Roffia t 
Other princes may pnrfliefikhpitfime; btrt the jirinec^ of the 
honfe, of BrttKlenlHiTS fljr at i noblcx quarry/ Or ir the king of 
Prufliat as a taiHe fped«(#r, to reap no,ad?j|iitage from the tremble* 
of Poland and tiie turkifh war ? What is the meaning of his 
late conferences with the emperor of Gtermany ? ])epend upon it^ 
thefe planetary conjunfttons are the forerunYiers oif great emiti. 
Time, and pethaps a-few moatht; may infdld the fecret. Yoa 
orill lecoUedxhe fiflDa^ when yoa ihall h«ir after this of chan^ea^ 
■forpatieiiay and rtvolutionf. Prince Heniy of Proflia ia one 
of the moft celebrated generals 9f the prefent age. So great are 
his military talents, tliat his brother, who is not apt to pay conu 
plimenta,' (ays (5f hiih, that ill eomhiimding^ an army he wa» never 
known to cemnit a fattlt^» This, howevdr, is but a n^gaiifa 
kind of piaife He xcfetfct tOr-bia^clS the gl^ry of fvpetiof 
genius, which, though capable of brilliant atchievements, is yet 
liable to unwary miftakes ; and allows him no other than the 
pcaife of correftoeis. To judge of hkn by bis appeai^arfoe, I 
fliottld form naUghr eftimate of htaabtUltet* But the fcjithiaa 
mnbafladon judged in the fam^ annner of Alexander the gftatii 
He is under the middle £ae^ very thin, he walka firmly enoo^^ 
or rather ftruts, at if he wanted to walk firmly ; and kat little 
dignity in fait air or geflure. He is dark complexioaed ; and hp 
wears fail hair, which it remarkably thick,, dubbed, and drefibt 
with a high toup^ Bis forehead k high 9 hit eyes large, with 
a little fifaint I and when hi foMftei, his upper lip is drawn op a 
little in the middle. His look exippcdb (hgacity and obfervaticHi) 
but aothlng^eiy amiable t and his mahaer is grave and ftifiT, 
father than afiable. He was drefled, when I firft faw him* in a 

light 

6 
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.V ;-tnf . .ifcbrcd war againft 

.-!:/•*, however, added no- 

•:tf luiJHans. What excr- 

• •: .-\i?ifry without an army, 
. . ;.~;v 10 all the honors of 

•%-:v»\-:i a project more worthy 

'. xie T^r armies were harafling 

^ .X Mnks of the Priith, the 

.••. and her fleets were tri- 



vrc, fhe rcfolved to attack 

,,y Greece. Her mirtiftcrs 

. ., excf piing count Ivan Chcr- 

^ ,^ vVM'. Catharine, however, 

.^*,vT mcafiires for exccutmg her 

!"V dock yards of Archangel, 

^ \>'h1, now fwarmed with work- 

-,•-> -t the country ; and the keeb 

, -> i* could be begun at one time 

jyu; the main timbers of thcfe 

jii- i-'^'i ^^^ other parts of fir. She 

V- v.vo up the beft underltanding 

^^,^.it:c powers England and Den- 

lUpiovemcnt of her fea- officers, 

•ic^i^ Englishmen in her fervice, 

%fvtn was now doubled. Others 

^ ^ •^ lo make themfclvcs acquainted 

^.^ing the gallics. In order to 

..' clailes of the marine, from the 

4.>t't*boy, to feas as yet unknov/ii 

to 



•^j^€' 



177P-] EMPUU CAtTHAKlN^ II. fiQ 

to them, (he ordered a new-baik frigate^ the 
Nadejda BlogDpoltitfhik (the Succefsful Hope) to 
be got ready for fea, and invited iboie > merchants 
or Peteribiirg ity make ventures in it £br a dire& 
commerce with the ports of the Mediterranean* 
The emprefs undertook to provide the amw, and 
in all other refpe6b IP bean equal partner in the 
trade vviih the reft. This being fettled^ the com-* 
mand ^afi given to (;sptain Pleilfcheyef; This was 
the iiHi ihip which: bore the ruifian 6ag in the 
Mediterranean: it was out on the voyage two 
years, : and in that, tmui vi/ited almpft all the ports 
of that iea. Abie.and experienced officers^: efpe^ 
cially from the britifli navy, readily entered into 
the impfirial fervice i Elphinfton, Greig» Tate, 
Dugdale, and many others, not ta motion fir 
Charles Knowles, who adled more as fuporinlend^ 
am and direiftpr of; the dpqk }iards than iaia ifaidUy 
naval capacity^: iven^ tbe pilots on board the 
flei^t^ "bei^des native RuilisoS, oonfifted of £ngli(h-r 
men, ]>an^$> and DdtK^/ Theeiripre& concluded 

* To (he ^eal ynd abilities of adpiral firCharlos Kpowlci^ 
RufTia is indebted for the prefcnt iinprove4 ftate pf the art of 
fliip-building in that country. The admiral had much to reform 
in the aditii^cy ; and what he cflt^d was ftdlly/urpfizlng,— 
i>ir Charles Knowles bfQi|g)it oyer with hiiOj, in hlf feccBt4r|r» 
Mr. John R^bifon, who wa^ Ihordy aficn^ard^flppcjioM iiv- 
fpeiftor of the marine cadet cofps at Cronftadt^ jz^cq which be 
ii)fro<lutcd conftderabk Improvements during the few years he 
remained in that ftation, and now \rorthily fitts^a profcflbr'k 
chair at Edinburgh. 

a par- 
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a particular titaty with Denmark, 6y wbich that 
kingdom was to keep in cotiftant readinefs eight 
hundred&amen for the fervice of Raffia^ And htftly, 
fhe requefted of the maritime powers a friendly re-^ 
ceptioa and ailiftance to her ihips of war* England 
and Tufcany complied With thisrequeft; Malta 
confented that three ruffian men of war, but no 
more at one tittie, fhonld enter the port of la Va- 
letta; France, Spain, Venice, and N^les, would 
admit only merchant-fhips from that country in 
their ports. 

Accordingly, in September 1 76gf what no one 
would have believed, two fquadrons of ruffian 
men of war failed from Archangel and Reval, 
which were foon followed by others from the Baltic, 
and fleered their hitherto unattempted coUrfe for 
the Mediterranean. The fleet now confifling of 
twenty fail of the line, fix frigates, feveral tranf* 
ix)rts, a number of bomb-ketches, gallies, and ves- 
sels with troops for land-fervice, left the Baltic, 
crofled the north fea, pafTed the flraits of Gibraltar, 
and, after having been difperfed by a tempest, 
colledled again, and difplayed in the Archipelago 
its victorious flag. This fleet was commanded by 
admiral Spiridof : but that admiral himfelf was 
under the orders of Alexfey Orlof, whofe fhare in 
the revolution had raifed him all at once from a 
fimple Ibldier to the rank of general, and whofe 
audacity ferved him inftead of experience and 
talents. 

AH 
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All Europe was aftoniihed to icQ a nation^ 
which till the prefent century was hardly known 
but by the map^ now entering its harbours and 
braving its coafts, From the bottom of the Bal- 
tic a ruffian fleet ifliied out to fhake the remoteii; 
parts of the Mediterranean ; to excite and fupport 
the infurredlions of the greek, chriflians^ and to 
leave nothing in any part of the vaft empire of 
enemies, free from alarm and confufion. This 
naval expedition, of Rufl^ ftands .particularly dif* 
tinguilhed amongjl the eyeqts of the times^ and 
forms indeed a remarkable, sera in naval hiilorjr» 
What a change; of fortune i Ruffians landing in 
Paros, Melos, and other iilands^ and even on the 
continent . of antient Greece. . Ruffians cpnquerr 
ipg Neftgc's ; Pylos "*, ^nd the famous Sparta '^i 
laying iiegQ.to Corinth^ and capturing Lemnos 
and Mytelene X* Ruffians were fighting in Syria 
and Mgy^t, where, from 1770 to 1773, they 
fupported. the enterpriiuig Ali*bey. — ^But here in- 
deed many errors were committed, whereby feve- 

* At preicDt Navariao. f No\7 Miftra. 

X Captain Pioyarty who commanded one of the (hips in this 
eaipedicioDf and is now an admiral in the daniih fleet» going oa 
ihore at Naatos» took with him a Homtr. an old fchool-book 
which he happened to have on board, and ihewed it to j(bme of 
the natives, who begged it of him with the mod earneft impor- 
tunity. The captain complied with their d^fires ; and on going 
again on (bore the next day, he faw an elderly man with his 
back to a waU, reading the fpeeches pf .the firft Iliad with all the 
fury of declamation, to an andience of fcarteen or fifteen perfons. 
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kl of the iklniitagei' that'lud beds i^irijned Were 
obliged to be tiibxiiioBedi ' A-gieal-'pait of the 
feult lay wlthjlic Unftteid^ Oreeb, ItbinoU, and 
MentenegriiM^ wftiy'iElt'firll-deelarfed AemlblTefl 
very *armly i^fi^ft' tHb-Tollu^ ■bot,*i*iofeincK- 
ned to robbery sndrietrtediftidB'tbiftiTe^Iaf 6gltt-i 
ittg, (hewed aeitlter difiilfilifHi^ ficleItCy^^i6K&dafag«: 
' A long tiniet»efbi« die lailihg 'df thiji"^fieet'for 
thfc Archipelago; ^ emprds bad b^^ ' pr6|)uing 
the way by fettiittgti'gdoduncifiHlarid^ff.wlth^e 
pri«iclpal ifle^'O^CrKeee.' Iferitelf&lrleii -Bettered 
them with thd'ho^ of Mu^njjrk gcAicriO nvoltiii 
tho& countrieBi ' tilArq^irid S&hifld; 'batikd^' &l 
Corfu, and atttebed 't& the gred^-rdiji^, ciifii 
t0 St. Pet^rflnAfg/ wb^re k ww deedr^ted with 
the order of St. Ann^-ahd the tnleof minifter 
from Ruflia to Venice. He promlfod in grfttkqde, 
to- adTBiice the - fiims that were neceflnry for the 
expedition of Aleitey Orlof, and headhially fur- 
niflied a capital of thirty-five millions of livres 
toanuna*. 

On 

* The ttopTtb TproconS, befida, ftntil confidenible loans 
■t Le^lom, M Oenoa, n Lucn, and at Amll«rdam. The 
merchuio oF Holbod had at fiift fltcwn relafbnce at lending 
tbeir money. Piqued witli rcfentment tbat Mr. William Gonun. 
-the baokcT of tbe court of PetcKbuig. had ;hoagbt fit to dif- 
pcn^ vith thdr affiftince, and to eftabtilh a cburfc of exchange 
dircft between Rnffia and Bngland, they canfed biUs of exchange 
of ht; for three hundred tbonfand florin* to beprotefted mone 
d^, aid Dccalioncd hin to itop. But they were ofieicd aa ef. 
pecial 
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On the event of the war againfi the Turks de* 
pended the fate . of Pcdand, and the confiderarion 
in which Ruflia (hould bencdbrth he held in Eu- 
rope. Catharine was not ignorant of it« Accord- 
ingly ftie employed every effort of her power, and 
every exertion of her mind, in order to enfure 
fucccis. ^ 

New iquadrons were built, numerous recruits 
were railed and fent to join her camps. Not al- 
together iatisfied with prince Gailiczin, the em- 
preis recalled him, and gave the command of her 
anny to count Roman tzof, who wis fucceeded 
ill the Ukraine by general Panin*. Prince Do!- 
goruky had a third army under his command. 

Neither were the Turks backward in reinfor- 
cing tlicir armies, and putting at their head gene- 
rals v^hom they thought the moft capable of lead- 
ing them on to battle. The grand vizir took upon 
himlelf the gendVal command. They received alfo 
powerful fuccours from the Krimea. The famous 
Kcriin-Gueray was lately dead, and his nephew 
had fucceeded him. The new khan was weak 
. aad of a pacific difpofiiion. The Turks caufed 
him to be dcpofcd ; and in his room was elected 
Kaplan-Gucray, a warlike prince, who prclently 



p?cijl morfgagc on the cuflom-houfcs of Petcrfburg and Rigi ; 
k-A dVi-^zc^ by this bait, they lent them all that they defircvi. 

• Lroiher of the njiniilcr, 
VOL. II. D put 
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put bimfclf at the bead of a combined anny of 
Turks and Tartars. 

The Ruffians opened the campaign by the liege 
of Bender, a place celebrated for the retreat and 
the long fqjourn of Charles XIL But, haraiSid by 
the Tartars, they were obliged for fixne time to 
relinquifli the hope of capturing that town. More 
fiiccefsful on another liUe, they got pofleffion of 
Yafli and of Ibrailof- 

Thefc advantages \^xrc of but fmall importance. 
Two fignal battles decided the fate of the cam- 
paign, and fecured the glory of Romantzof. The 
firft was tbught on the borders of the Fruth. The 
Turks^ to the number of eighty tbouiand men, were 
commanded by the khan of the Krimea^ who had 
deiterouflv iiurcnchcd himfclf, on a hill, where it 
1%'as not poilible to attack them. Romantzofen^ 
camped on an opposite llation, and for the fpace 
of a month was x-^iinly endeavouring to bring them 
to a battle. At length they loft all patience. A 
movement of Komantzof led them to imagine that 
be was on the point of retreating ; and a body rf 
twenty thoiifand men having gone down to purfuc 
him, they were repnlfed with lofs into their very 
canip:, which they reached in terror and difimler. 

Animated by this fuccefs, the RuiHans loft no 

time in mounting the hill by cfcalade ; and after a 

vigorous rcliliancc, their enemies . abandoned to 

them their intrcnchmcnts and a coniiderable part 

%f their baggage and artillery. 

After 
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After this the Turks retired towards the DaniAe, 
where they expedled to be reinforced by detach* 
ments fix)m the grand ottoman army. Indeed the 
grand vizir, who commanded it, did pafs the river, 
and came to the alliftance of (he vanquifhed. 

Romantzof, who thinking he was in purfuit of 
an army in confufion, had advanced towards the 
mouth of the River Pruth*, found himfelf all at 
once in the face of one hundred and fifty thoufand 
Turks. His fitualion was the more dangerous, as 
he had been forced to detach a corps of his army 
for the protedlion of a convoy he was hourly ex- 
pelling. The khan, who was indulging in the 
hopes of revenge, fpread his forces to the left of 
the ruffian army, and furrounded it in fuch a 
manner, as to cut off all poffibility of retreat. 

Though the ruffian troops confiding only of 
eighteen thoufand men, were far inferior in num- 
bers to thoie of the Turks, the latter took the fame 
precautions as if they had had to contend with an 
enemy who amounted to an equal number with 
themfclves. During the night, theyfurrounded their 
catnp with a triple intrenchment. The following 
day the grand vizir gave the signal of battle ; and 
the Ruffians were attacked on all fides at once. 
The firing was kept* up for five hours, without 
any decided advantage to cither party. But gene- 
ral Roman tzof, judging that the cannon and the 
raufquetry would complete the deflrudlion of his 

• The Prmh flows into the Danube. 

D 2 army^ 
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.11 m\, ji'iuo orders to fall upon the enemy with 
lM\onii^ IImhI. The Turks gave way, and re- 
lu'iUv'il wiihin their intrenchments, where they 
iU-KhiUhI ihenifclves a long time with great brave- 
i\ , but numbers were at length obliged to yield 
u» ditiipHni* and ikill. The defeat of the Otto- 
UKuis was complete *: They retreated carrying off 
ihr vi/ir in their ilight, and leaving almoft a third 
oi ihi'ir army on the field of battle. The greater 
|»aii of ihe baggage, and the ftorcs of this army, 
\Mir hundred and forty three pieces of hrafs cannon, 
<nul feven thoufand waggons loaded with provifi- 
PiiN, n*maincd in podctlion of the KulHans, and 
iiippIiiMJ them with the means of obtaining new 
\u'lorii\s, 

StHMi afu*r this Konuintzof paHcd the Dnielir. 
PiMU'e Ke|)nin m;Klo \\\c eonqueft of Ilmailof. 
I'anin laid fieg^' i^> Hendor; and that place, well 
liMiilKd and cLmcihIimI ty a innncrous garrilbii, 
but enUTiaininv;* no longer aiu hope of being re- 
lux i;d, funrnderedy aficr a reliltance of nearly 
tinw miM)ih> ; the v apuiro of this forirefs brought 
\ulh w liio fiibnnfiivMi of ihe Tartars of Bud;iiak 
and Ou"h;;Nor'ii> the ri;Ili.:.^ !l\*;>uv. 

lli'iu'i.d Igi^liirohm tOv^k ii\* iuj-H^runu town 
>4iu| umium'n of -Vv^kerman}, liio eapiial oi Beiiara- 
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bia, by aflauit, which is fituated on the Euxine, 
at the mouth of the Dnieftr *. 

The news of fuch great and repeated fucceflcs 
augmented the pride and the fecurity of Catharine.. 
The difafFe6led, who furrounded her tlirone, dared 
no longer confpire againft a princcfs who was tri- 
unnphing at fuch a diftance over her mod formida- 
ble enemies. The provinces of Valakhia, Molda- 
via, and Beilarabia, fubmitting to the ruffian arms, 
fent deputies to Peterfburg to do homage to the 
emprels. She received them with magnificence, 
and loaded them with benefits. 

Thefe three provinces, along with Tranfylvania, 
formed much the greatcft and mod confiderable 
part of the ancient Dacia. They lie between the. 
43d and 48th degrees of latitude, and are defend- 
ed on three fides, by the Dnicfir, the Euxine, and 
the Danube ; the former on the north feparates 
Moldavia and Beflarabia from Poland and Little 
Tartary, the Black Sea is the boundary on the 
cafl:, and the Danube (huts in Valakhia, from Bui* 
garia and Servia on the fouth ; Tranf)^lvania and 
the bannat of Temefwar from the weftern bound- 
ary, Thefe countries, whether we confider the 
happincfs of the climate, the extraordinary fertility 
in general of the foil, or the excellency of thr pro- 
du6is, arc perhaps equal to any, and are certainly 
fuperior to moft in Europe. From the furprifing 

* Ackerman (ignifies the white town* 
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bounties of nature, and to make the fineft parts 
of the globe equally fterile and inhofpitable with its 
barren mountains. 

At the fame time feveml other foreign officers 
came to offer their fervices to Catharine, and ob* 
tained employmeut in her armies ; among whom 
were, general Lloyd*, major Thomas Carlton 'f^, 
and other Englifhmen of tried courage and aon*- 
du6t, together with fome naval officer^ from Eng- 
land and Denmark, and captain Kinfbergen from 
Holland. Tbefe officers, diffinguiihed by tbcir 
talents and experience, were incDqx)riated into the 
ruffian navy. 

Wc have feen that, a little after her acceffion 
to the throne, Catharine had drawn from the con- 
verfations of marflial Munich the idea of getting 
poffefflion of Conllantinople, and of driving the 
Turks out of Europe. The old foldier had evea 
oflfcrcd to condu(ft the cnterprize. But too many 
obffacles were at that time in the way of the exe* 
cution of fo great an attempt. The propitious 
mon^ent feemed now at laft arrived. However, 
unable to cheriffi the hope of keeping under her 
dominion all the grecian iflcs, the emprefs deter- 
mined at leafl: to raviffi them from the ottoman 
power ; and the moll dcfpotic of fovercigns refol- 

♦ WcU known as the author of '* Reveries," a wprk on 
*f the poflibiJity of invading England^*'— «< hiftory of the canv* 
ppugni of the war in Germany," &c. 

i Nowgoverqor of New Brunfwick in America, 

p 4 ved 
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ved to be the patron of liberty in thcfe fine coun- 
tries, and to be the founder of a republic there*. 

We have already obfervcd, that fecret agents 
had been difpofing the Greeks to rife up in anns. 
That people, anciently fo proud and now fo deba- 
fed, expelled the Ruffians as their deliverers ; and 
the inflant their fquadron had got the height of 
cape Matapan -f", the whole Archipelago thought 
itfelf free. The Mainots, defcendants of the an- 
cient Lacedemonians, were the firft that took 
arms. Their neighbours foon followed their ex- 
ample ; and the Turks were maflacred in feveral 
of the iflands. But the latter cruelly revenged 
themfelves for the infurre6tion of the Greeks. 
Some thoufands of thefe miferable people were ex-r 
terminated by the fabre of the janiflaries. 

The fquadron of admiral Spiridof was foon join- 
ed by that of Elphinfton, a native of England, 
vice-admiral in the fervicc of Ruffia, and far more 
capable of commanding than the officer under 
whofc orders he (crvcd. 

To this double fquadron was oppofed that of the 
capudan-pafha J, a man of extraordinary intrepi- 

* Afterwards (he determined Jofcph II. to fecond this pro- 
je^, uhich neverthclefs was not put in execuiion. 

■f Formerly the promontory of T' naroj, 

J The capudan-pafha was YaiFer-bey. He was degraded, and 
Gazi-Haflan put in his plac(\ The fultan was fo picafed with 
his courage in tlie eagagement with admiral Spiridcf, that he 
gave him the furname of Gazi, or the Vidlorious. 

ditv, 



17 20-] EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 41 

dity, and who, on feveral occafions, only wanted, 
for gaining the vidlory, to have been better fe- 
conded. 

He firft forced the Ruffians to retire from 
Leinnos. -Afterwards the two fleets met * in the 
channel that feparates the iflc of Scio from 
Natolia. The turkifh fhips were fupcrior in number, 
and were in a manner intrenched behind fome 
fmall iflands and rocks on a level with the 
furface of the water. The Ruflians, however, 
were not afraid to attack them. The capudan- 
pafha, whofe flag was flying on board the Sultan, 
of ninety guns, led the van, and offered battle to 
admiral Spiridof. The fhips came alongfide of 
each other. The eflforts of courage were terrible 
on both fides. Showers of balls and grenades 
interchangeably croflfed, with rapidity, on the decks 
of the two admirals. The fhip of the capudan- 
pafha caught fire ; that of the ruflSan commander 
could not difengage itfelf from it. They blew up 
together; and the fea was covered with their 
fmoking fragments. The admirals and fomc oiher 
officers were the only perfons that efcaped the 
difafter. 

While the fhips were burning, the other vefliils, 
flruck with terror, abandoned the fight ; but foon 
after renewed the attack with redoubled fury. 
Night coming on, they were obliged to feparatc. 

, * The 5tli of Jul/, 

The 
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The Turks had now the imprudence to enter the 
narrow and llimy bay of Tfchcllnd, where fome 
of their veflcls ran aground, and the others were 
fo prefled for room, that they found it impojfliblc 
tor them to a6k. The Ruffians, who had obferved 
their miltake, made every preparation for turning 
it to theiiv advantage. 

The day following*, vice-admiral Elphinfton 
took his ftation at the entrance of the bav, to 
prevent the Turks from coming out. The next 
ftcp he took was to order four firc-(hips to be got 
ready, commanded by the englilli lieutenant Dug* 
dale, and protected by the vellels of another Eng- 
lifliman, vice-admiral Greig. Towards midnight 
Grcig began the attack with four fhips of the line 
and two frigates. Prefently after, Dugdale came up 
with his fire-fliips ; and braving the vigorous fire 
of the enemy, and encouraging by his example 
the Ruffians who fcconded him, he himfclf fatt- 
ened the grapplings of a fire-fhip to one of the 
turkifli veflels ; and, with his hands, his face, and 
his hair, all burnt, he threw himfelf into the fea» 
and fwam to the niffian fquadron. The turkifh 
fhips were fo clofe together, that they all became 
a prey to the flames-f". The fun at its rifing faw 
no more of their flag. 

Sq 

♦ The (th of July. 

+ The fire took place fo cfltdlually, that in dye hours, the 
whole fleet, except one man of war and a few gallies that were 
towed off by the Rufliansj was totally deilroyed ; after which 

they 
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So &r from endeavouring to flop the progrels 
of the combuilion, the turkiih crews thought of 
nothing but their own fafety. Several failors got 
off in boats, others threw tbemfelves into the fea 
and took to fwimming, and all of them who 
gained the (hore difpcrfed themfelves about the 
countries, and were guilty of fuch depredations 
and exocflcs towards the wretched inhabitants. 
that even the Ruffians themfelves could not per- 
haps have furpailed them. It was found neceflaiy 
to fend a party of troops to put an end to their 
ravages. 

After the entire deftru6lion of the turkifli fquad- 
ron, the Ruffians went to anchor at Paros ; whence 
^ey might eaiily command all the grecian feas, 
and where not a fingle veflel was fufFered to ap- 
pear without lowering its top-fails. 

The Turks were the more unealy by the vicinity 
of fuch an enemy, as a rebellion had broke out in 



they entered the harbour, and bombarded and cannonaded the 
toiro^ and a caftle that proteded it«. with fuch fuccefs, that a 
lockj (hot having blown up the powder inagasine in the latter* 
both were reduced to a heap of rubbiih. Thus, there was 
Icarcely a veAige left at nine o'clock, of a town, a cadle, and ji 
fine fleets whiph had been all in exidencey at one> the fame 
ax>ming.-i- It is certain that this famous conflagration was the 
work of three Engfifhrnen^ Elphinfton, Greig> and Dugdale^ 
The emprcfsy nevertbelefs* thought fit to afcrtbe the idea of it 
to Alexius Orlof. She wrote fo to Voltaire 2 (he repeated it 
figain 10 1788, to the ambaliador of France. 

feveral 
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fevcral parts of ihcir empire. The paflias of 
Caramania, alinoft always at variance with the 
porta, took advantage of its <lifal]:crs for with- 
drawing themfclves entirely from its authority. 
That part of Syria which is below Sidon and 
Tripoli followed their example, and the old (heik 
Daher excited all the country which reaches from 
Acre to the j)lains of Efdraelon, and to the fron- 
tiers of Egypt. 

But of all thofc who fignalized themfelves by 
their rebellion again ft the grand fignior, he who 
undoubtedly fhewed himfclf the moft formidable, 
and who was moft in capacity to be of fervicc to 
Ruffia, was Ali-bey. Kaifed from the rank of a Am- 
ple mammeluk to that of bey, he diftinguifhed him- 
felf by his courage, and had experienced, though 
ftill very young, the favours and the reverfes of 
fortune. The rivals of his power fucceeded fo far 
as to remove him from Cairo ; but he foon returned 
thither again and baniflied them in his turn. He 
knew that the porte had been hoflile to him, and, 
animated with an implacable refentment, he de- 
fired nothing better than to be able to contribute 
to the ruin of the ottoman empire. The arrival of 
the rullian fcjuadrons feemcd to offer him a favour- 
able opportunity for fatisf)ing his vengeance. 

Perhaps there never was an enlerprife in a dis- 
tant country more furcefsfully carried on than that 
of the Ruffians on the coafts of Alia Minor. But 
perlKips ahb never were generals more ignorant, 

more 
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more incapable of appreciating the chara6lcr of 
foreign nations, more jealous of a vain oftentation, 
and more addidled to debauchery, than Alex^y 
Orlof and his principal officers. If they had had 
the fkill to profit by their victories, and the fupe- 
riority of their forces, Syria and Egypt would for 
ever have been loft to the ottoman empire. 

Ali-bey ufcd every effort to induce them (o 
fiipport the rebellion, and to fend him troops to 
affift him in driving the Turks out of Egypt. But 
inftead of feconding his exertions, Alexius Orlof 
amufcd himfclf with infifting on his acknowledg- 
ing the emprefs for his ibvcreign. 

A young Venetian merchant, named Carlo Ro- 

fetti, had poflcflcd himfclf of the confidence of 

the bey, and was the firft whom he employed to 

treat with the Ruflians. No one was more dif- 

pofed, nor more fit to bring fuch a negotiation to 

a happy iffiic. Orlof had not the fcnfe to take 

advantage of fuch an opportunity. Negligent of 

the advices which this artful Italian might have 

given him, ,and difgufting him by his arrogance, 

he took Greeks and Jews into his pay, who 

cheated and deceived him. He was miftruftful 

of Ali-bcy, and forced him, by his artifices to be 

niiftruftful of him. 

It was only a fliort time before he quitted the 

• Archipelago, that Alexius Orlof font Plctlfchcycf* 

into 

* PIcIlfcbcycf obtained in the fequel the rank cf vice-admiral. 

He drew up an account of his expedition in :12uvpt; but in it 

he 
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into Egypt. Pleftfcheyef was favourably received 
by the bey. He flattered hirafclf with being able 
to draw from his miffion great advantage to the 
Ruffians : but it was too late. Peace intervened 
to interrupt his negotiations. 

A courier difpatchcd diredlly to the emprcfs^ 
brought her the news of the burning of the turkifh 
fleet ; ft) that fhe was the firft perfon in Peterf- 
burg informed of the event. Count Ivan Chcmi- 
chef^ whom the emprefs had long fince recalled 
fh^m London^ and put at the head of the marine 
department, was then deeply engaged in a quarrel 
with the college of admiralty, and that quarrel 
had occafioned fome delay in the expedition of an 
aflfair of litde confequence. Catharine compl^ned 
of this delay, and thought no more of it* She 
was well ^acquainted with the obftinacy and the 
extreme incapacity of Chernichef : but fhe con- 
tinued him in his place, becaufe fhe had laid it 
down as a fettled principle to change as feldom as 
poffiblc her minifters and her ambafladors. When 
fhe fent for Ivan Chernichef to communicate to 
him the news of the affair of Tfchefmfi, the mi- 
nifter imagining that fhe meant to fpeak again to 
him of his quarrel, began, as he entered the 



he mentions not a word of the money that he gave to the Co}iit 
Rifkf to procure for him the favour of Ali-bey. See the whole 
»f this narrative in the *' Varieties of Literature," vol. i. p. 477. 

apartment : — 
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i^wrtment :— -^^ I ailure you^ madam, that it was 
<« not my feult." — " Oh ! I kiioW that very well/* 
returned the empreis, <* but it is not the lefs cer- 
" tain." — " Alas ! yes, madam, and I am very 
" lorry far it.*^ — " What ! are you forry that the 
*' Turks have no longer any fleet ?" feid the em- 
preis^ imiling; and fhe then communicated to 
him the contents of the difpatches which fhe had 
juft received. 

The joy was extreme at the court of Peterf- 
burg. Magnificent feftivities were given to cele- 
brate the vi6lory of Tfchefme ; and the emprefs 
afterwards caufed a palace to be built *, and the 
finiodations of a town to be laid, for confecrating 
to pofterity the remembrance of fo glorious an 
event.r 

1771. Count Alexius Orlof returned in allhafte 
to Peterfburg^, to rcpofe upon his laurels, to 
enjoy his triumphs, and to folicit new means for 
extending his conqueib in the Archipelago. On 
his appearance the feftivities were renewed, and 
be was decorated by his fovereign with the grand 
ribband of St. Greorge. 

He laid before the council a plan by which he 
propofed to render himfelf mafter of all Greece, 
and to refcue Egypt from the ottoman empire. 
He concluded by faying, that he would pafs the 



* See before* p. 15. 

t He arrived there the ijth of March, 1771. 



dangerou! 
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dangerous paflage of the Dardanelles, and that 
for all thefc important purpofcs he requeftcd no 
more than ten millions of rubles. — *^ I grant you 
twenty," immediately replied Catharine ; ^^ for 
I am refolved that you fhall want for nothing.'* 
At the fame time orders were iflued for the equip- 
ment of a new fquadron, to reinforce that which 
was already in the Archipelago. 

During the ftatc of extreme lofs and misfortune 
to which the Turks were reduced by the war, 
that empire feemed convulfed in all its parts; 
order, fubmiflion, and refpedl to government, 
feemed totally at an end ; maflacrc and confufion 
took place ; and, to fill up the meafurc of cala- 
mity, the plague now made the moft cruel ravages ; 
above a thoufand pcrfons dying daily in Conftanti^ 
nople for fcvcral weeks. The dcftnidlion of their 
fleet was better known in that metropolis, and 
was in itfclf more immediately alarming, than any 
other misfortune that could have happened : and, 
as if the dangers from without were not fufR- 
ciently terrible, the run-away lailors filled it with 
flaughtcr and confufion, and a6lually fet fire to 
the city and fuburbs at feveral times. At length 
thcfe mifcrcants were lb flrcngthened, by the ac- 
ccflion of vagabonds and villains of all foi'ts, par- 
ticularly by the crowds of dcferters from the 
Danube, who had nothing to fubfilt on but plun- 
der, that they came to an open engagement with 
the janiilaries in the fuburbs of Pera, where fome 

thoufands 
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thouiands of them were cut to pieces^ and the red: 
difperfed. 

In the mean time, every proper mcafure was 
adopted foF- the fecurity of the Dardanelles, and 
all the remaining ftiips and gallics were fitted out 
with the greateft expedition to allift in defending 
the paflage. The late vizir, Moldavangi Ali- 
pafha, was recalled from his exile, and fcnt at the 
head of fifteen thousand men for the fame par* 
pofe ; where the firft enemies he had to encounter 
were the rebellious failors, who landed in a body 
in fpite of the capudan-pailia ; and, making zeal 
for their religion a cloak for their* avarice and 
licentioufnefsy intended to have plundered and 
burnt the city of Gallipoli, and to have maflacred 
the Greeks. They were however happily difap- 
pointed in this cruel dcfign by the* vigour and 
relblution of the late vizir, who (everely chaftifed 
their profligacy ; and^ after killing a great num- 
ber of them, reduced the remainder to order. 
JBaron Tot, a french nobleman who had been con- 
ful in Tartary, and was an engineer of the firft 
abilides, together with feveral others of his coun- 
trymen, were alfo procured, to cre6l new batteries 
on the ilraights, and to put the caiiles into a 
proper ftate of defence. By thefe means, together 
with the uncertainty of the winds and currants 
neceilary to facilitate fuch an enterprifc, all the 
attempts of the RufHans, to force their pafiage, 
had hitherto proved fruitlefs« 

TQI.. u. E Nor 
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Nor was the revolution in Egypt, nor the in- 
terception of the trade from the lefler Afia and 
Syria by the Ruflians, attended with the fatal con- 
fequences to the metropolis that were expelled ; 
as amidil all its calamities it was conftantly and 
plentifully fupplied with provifions ; a felicity for 
which it is principally indebted to the long extent 
of fea-coail from the mouth of the Hellefpont to 
the Euxine. In the mean time the winter (eaibn 
haying obliged the Ruffians to quit their flatioo 
near the Dardanelles, the trade through the llraighta 
was of courfe again opened. 

While the porte was thus fatally experiencing 
all the viciffitudes and havoc of war, the calamities 
of peftilence, and the precipitate deflru6tive evils 
of anarchy, in their european dominions; the 
fame ruinous fyftem of policy, and weaknefs and 
relaxation of government, extended their effecfts 
into other parts of that great empire, and pro- 
duced a new and extraordinary revolution in 
Egypt. Ali-bey, who had fo long made a dif- 
tinguiftied figure among the factions that for ibme 
years paft had torn that country to pieces, at 
length threw off the malk ; and, taking advantage 
of the prefent ftate of diftrefe and danger, boldly 
mounted the throne of the antient fultans of that 
kingdom. 

The ottomans had from the beginning made 

but a lax ufe of their authority in the government 

of Egypt. The diftance and climate made it 

1 difficult 
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difficult to fupport there any confidetab)^ number 
of troops ; while, from, its peculiar iituation, and 
the number of barbarous nations on its borders^ 
who would naturally join the natives, or at leaft 
afibrd them ihelter and prote6lion if overcome^ 
nothing leis than an army could enforce a very 
ftridl obedience. Satisfied with the very great 
benefits that refultcd from its being a granary to 
Confiantinople and other parts of their dominions, 
as it had formerly been to antient Rome, the 
Turks were content with a very moderate tribute, 
not above one-^third of which came into the trea* 
fury. A garrilbn of janiflaries was kept at Cairo, 
where a pafha with the title of governor, but with 
Utde more power than what the great men of the 
country chofe to allow him, confiantly rcfided. 
The princes and grandees of the country had ab« 
{{Ante power in their refpedive territories, and 
held a general aflembly or council every year at 
Cairo, where they fettled the payment of the re- 
venues, and debated upon fuch other national 
matters as demanded confidcration. To prevent 
any reftraint from the governor, or their being 
overawed by the janiflaries, as well as from the 
continual quarrels among themfelves, they all 
came attended by their armed vaflals. Such af» 
femblies, among fo barbarous a people, naturally 
difpofed to fadlion and treachery, prcfented con* 
tinual fcencs of bloodfhed and confufion ; while the 
governors^ by occafionally fupporting one party 

£ 2 againft 
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tion and iafety^ His great defign was to make 
himfelf mafter of the Red Sea ; to open the port 
of Suez to all nations^ but particularly to the 
Europeans, and to make Egypt once more the great 
centre of commerce. 

Proud of the favour of the empreft, of yi£h}rics 
of which he took the honour to himfelf^ and of 
thofe he ftill intended to gain, count Alex6y Orlof 
departed from St. Petcrfburg, in order to return to 
the Archipelago. Having (lopped fome time at 
Vienna, he there difplayed an extravagant iuxury, 
and gave. himfelf up to indifcretions very little 
worthy'of the minifter of a princefs fo diicreet as 
Catharine. One evening being at fupper with the 
ambaflador of Ruilia and a numerous company^ 
he fpokc of the revolution that had coft the throne 
to Peter III. No one dared to put the leaft quef^ 
tion concerning the death of the unfortunate tzar* 
Alcx^y Orlof related it of his own accord ; and, 
perceiving that all who heard him ihuddered with 
horror, he thought he cleared himfelf of the 
crime which he had committed^ by faying, " That 
" it was a lamentable thing for a man of fo much 
'* humanity as he poflefled, to be forced to do 
*^ what he had been commanded."' But this re- 
pentance could not be thought fincere. The cha^- 
radler of AlexSy Oriof was too well known ; and 
the whole of his conduct proved that his confci- 
ence was not apt eaiily to take the alarm. 

On leaving Vienna, Alex^y Orlof went to rejoin 

B3 the 
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.^ ...:Uiti vjiidJivtt which lay expedling him at- 
^^«:v»ii . Mixiy cht>ugh in a ihattered condition^ 
.cu. .u»vu '.u complete the ruin of the marine and 
.uv x\*»iiaK'4ct? at* the Turks. 

I Sc s'lupicHsi had commiflioned Alexey Orlof to 
^44L4C CO I>o i/aiuted in Italy four pi<5tures^ repre- 
•C«King ihc engagements of her fquadron and the 
tkitAun^ of the turkiih fleet. Orlof made appli- 
4^4UiHi to a imintcr named Hackcrt. This artifi 
li«iviug told him that he had never feen a fhip blow 
upi ttig Kullian mode no heiitation of affording 
hau Ml op|>ortunity of contemplating fuch an 
U>i(;v t, and hazarded the firing of all the veflels 
ui ibc ixvid of Leghorn for furnifhing the painter 
wah ihe moans of exhibiting with greater truth 
tb«> diilillcr of the capudan-pafha and admiral 

Av'li i>f extravagance are not always crimes* 
But ilu*ro isi no crime which fuch an extravagant 
i tviiiU lor is not capable of committing. On his 
vIvjKUiiuv from Pcterlburg, he had received orders 
u» iCiiil thither a young unfortunate lady who had 
hsvu ix*Unied from tyranny. This barbarous order 
>%^r\ lu'W to be accompliflied. 

Ii has uhviuly been mentioned that the emprcfs 
SiiA^iU-th had three children by her clandcfiine 
.^ua^c with the grand-vencur Alexey Gregorie- 
.•^v*» K;t/.umofiky. The youngell of thefe chil- 

• * :i« vs>r pictures by Hackcrt are at prefent hanging in the 
4^ .A •v^K^iceat Peicrhof. 

dren 
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dren was a girl, brought up under the name of 
princefs Tarrakanof. Prince Radzivil^ infbraied 
of this fecret> and irritated at Catharine's tramps 
ling under foot the rights of the Poles, conceived 
that the daughter of Elizabeth would furnish him 
with a fignal means of revenge. He thought that 
it would not be in vain if he oppofed to the fofc* 
reign, whofe armies were fpreading defolation over 
his unhappy country, a rival whofe mother's name 
fbould render dear to the Ruffians. Perhaps his 
ambition might fuggcft to him yet more lofty 
hopes. Perhaps he might flatter himfelf with 
being one day enabled to mount the throne on 
which be intended to place the young Tarrakanof. 
However this be, he gained over the perfbns to 
whom the education of this princefs was commit*- 
ted, carried her off, and conveyed her to Rome *. 
Catharine, having intelligence of this traniac- 
tion, took immediate fteps to fruftrate the deiigns 
of prince Radzivil. Taking advantage of the 
circuml^nce of his being the chief of the con- 
fedcracy of the malcontents, (he caufed all his 
eftates to be feized, and reduced him to the neceA- 
iity of living on the produce of the diamonds and 
the other valuable efFe6ls he had carried with him 
to Italy. Thefe fupplies were foon eihauiled. 
Radzivil fet out in order to pick up what intelli- 
gence he could concerning affairs in Poland, leav- 

* In 1767 mademoirelle de Tarrakanof was about twelve 
years of age. 

£4 ing 
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the ruffian fquadron which lay expedling him a 
Leghorn ; and, though in a (hattered conditiorl 
continued to complete the ruin of the marine ar 
thecommerce of the Turks. 

The empress had commiffioned Alezdy Oric 
caufe to be painted in Italy four pif^ures, r 
fenting the engagements of her fquadron ar 
burning of the turkiih fleet. Orlof mad* 
cation to a painter named Hackcrt. T 
biiving told him that he had never feen a 
up, the Ruffian made no hefitation 
him an opportunity of contemplati 
objecl, and hazarded the firing of . 
in the road of Leghorn for fumifliii . 
with the means of exhibiting wit! 
the dilaflcr of the capudan-pafl). 
Spiridof*. 

Acls of extravagance arc not 
But there is no crime which In 
charai^cr is not capable of con- 
departure from Pctcrlburg, he ' 
to fciid thither a young untun* 
been refcued from tvrannv. 
was now to be accomplilhc vi. 

It has alrcadv been mcni. 
Elizabeth had three child: 
marriairc with the graiHl-\ 
viich Kazumofiky. The 



• The four piftuies by Hackc 
hall of audience at Pcierhof. 
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well as to the woman that waited on her^ in the 
light of a faviour whom heaven had fent to her 
deliverance. 

When he thought he had fufRciently gained 
their confidence, he declared that he was commif- 
iioned by count Alexius Orlof to offer to the 
daughter of Elizabeth the throne that had been 
filled by her mother. He faid that the Ruflians 
were difcontcnted with Catharine; that Orlof 
efpecially could never forgive her for her ingrati- 
tude and her tyranny ; and that, if the young 
princels would accept of the lerviccs of that gene- 
ral, and recompenfe him by the grant of her hand, 
it would not be long ere flic law the breaking out 
of that revolution which he had prepared. 

Propofals fo brilliant ought naturally to have 
opened the eyes of the princefs Tarrakanof, and 
(hewn Iier the treachery of him that made them. 
But her inexperience and her candour permitted 
her not to fufpedl any guile. Bcfidcs, the language 
of the emiflary of Alexius Orlof fecmed analagous 
with the notions fhe had imbibed from prince Rad- 
zivil. She imagined herfelf deftined to the throne ; 
and all the airy dreams that any way related to that 
opinion could not but encourage the* deceit. She 
accordingly gave herfelf up to thcfe flattering 
hopes, and with a grateful heart concurred in the 
defigns of him who addrefled her only to her 
deftrudtion. 

Some time after this Alexius Orlof came to 

Rome. 
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Rome. His emiflary had already annonnced him* 
He was received as a benefa6lor. However, iome 
pcrfons to whom the princefs and her gouvernat^le 
€X)mmunicated the good fortune that was promifed 
them, advifed them to be on their guard againft 
the dcligns of a man vvhofe charadler for wicked- 
nefe had been long eftablifhcd, and who doubtleft 
had too much reafon to remain faithful to the 
cmpreft to think of confpiring againil her. Far 
from profiting by this good counfeJ, the princels 
was fb imprudently frank as to fpeak of it to 
Alexius Orlof, wlio with great eale delivered his 
jufHfication, and thenceforth drew a deeper (hade 
of diflimulation and addrefs into his fpeeches and 
behaviour. Not fatisfied with fanning the ambition 
of the young Ruffian, he put on the femblance 
of a paffion for her, and fucceeded fo far as to 
infpire her with a true one. So loon as he was 
affiired of it, he conjured her to enter into a union 
with him by the mofl facred ties. She unhappily 
confcnted ; and it was even with joy that the poor 
unfortunate lady promifed to Iblemnize a marriage 
which muft confummate her ruin. She thought 
that the title of fpoufe of count Alexius Orlof 
would fhelter her invincibly from thofc treacheries 
which file was taught to apprehend. She enter- 
• taincd not the leaft fufpicion that a man could make 
religion and the moll facred titles fubfervient to 
the deftrudlion of an innocent victim. But, alasl 
was any religion, was any title facred to the barba* 

rian 
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rian into whofe fnares ihe had fallen ? He who 
could ftraogle the unfortunate Peter III. could he 
4read to diihonour the daughter of Elizabeth* ? 

Feigning a defire that the marriage ceremony 
fhould be performed according to the ritual of the 
greek churchy he fuborned fubaltecn villains to 
diiguiie themfelves as prieils and lawyers. Thus 
profanation was combined with impofiure againft 
the anprote^ed and too confident Tarrakanof. 

When Alexius Orlof was become the hufband 
or rather the ravilher of this unhappy princefs, he 
reprefentcd to her that their ftay at Rome expofed 
her to too clofe obfervation, and that it would be 
adviiable for her to go to fome other city of Italy, 
to wait for the breaking out of the confpiracy that 
was to call her to the throne. Believing this advice 
to be dictated by love and prudence, (he anfwercd 
that (he would follow him wherever he chofe to 
conduct her. He brought her immediately to 
Hfa, where he had previoufly hired a magnificent 
palace. There he continued to treat her with 
marks of tendemefs and rcfpcjdl. But he permit* 
ted none to come near her except perfons who 
were entirely at his devotion ; and when (he went 
to the play pr to the public promenades, he accom- 
panied her always himfelf. 

The divi(ion of the ruffian fquadron under the 

• The fate of the young Tarra!:anof may be compared to that 

of the daaghter of Sejaous : ** a carnifice laqueunt 

*' juxti, compreiTam " Tacir. Aon. lib. v. 

commanj 
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^^HNiHttM A* klfitirat Greig, bad juft entered the 
v>L*«t lui^^raun). On relating this news to the 
^jOjuxiks \Ae!uu$ Orlof told her that his prefenee 
•^,«K *<w»{Jir¥ ac Leghorn for the purpofe of giving . 
vu*w .Hiiefss 3^^ offered to take her with him. 
^b :»H^*hc the more readily confcnted, as (he had 
IkiUH :imch talk of the beauty of the port of Leg* 
i)w«H .Hid the magnificence of the ruffian fkips. 
>)i)|iiuUcfK lady ! the nearer (he approached the ' 
^(Hitroji^ of the plot, the more flie trufted to 
£%K WKJernefs and the fincerity of her faithleft 

jjiic departed from Pifa with her cullomaiy 
^iciKlattce. On arriving at Leghorn, (he land^ 
jM iJ>4> houle of the englifh conful, who had pre- 
MTcd tor her a fuitable apartment, and who re- 
s\^vv\) her with marks of the profoundeft refped. 
^WNTut bKlics were early in making their vifits, and 
i^stmKHttly attended her on all occafions. She (aw 
hct i<^f prefently furrounded by a numerous court, 
^^Ci to be beforehand with all her delires, and 
iQCift>Mi^ to make it their only ftudy inceflantly to 
l^cvcure hor Ibme new entertainment. Whenever 
ihc vjciu out, the people ran in her way. At the 
tbvutrc ttll eyes were dire6led to her box. All cir- 
sHikmiiauccs confpircd to lull her into a fatal iecurity, 
All ioikKhI to difpel the idea of any danger at hand. 

It U doubtlcfs impoffible to believe that an 
vuA^hlh contul, an engli(h admiral, and ladies of 
itkHT taiuily or acquaintance, could be fo bafe, (b 

inhuman. 
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inhuman^ as to draw Into the fnare^ by deceitful 
re(jpe6l and carelles, a vidlin^ whofe youth, whole 
l>eauty9 whofe innocence, was capable of ajfFciSling 
the moft infenfible heart. It is not to be imagined 
that they were in any degree privy to the plot con-- 
trived againft her, and that they ftudioufly infpired 
ber with confidence^ only the more inifallibly to 
betray her. 

Ths young Tarrakanof was fo far from fufpe6l- 
ing her unfortunate fituation, that, a6er having 
paifled ieveral days in a round of amufements and 
diflipation, (he afked of herfelf to be fhewn the 
ruffian fleet. The idea was applauded. The 
necefiary orders were immediately giv^n ; and the 
next day, on riling from table, every thing was 
ready at the water-lide for receiving 4:he princefs. 
On her coming down, fhe was handed into a boat 
with magnificent awnings. The conful, and ieve- 
ral ladies, feated themfelves with her. A fccond 
boat conveyed vice-admiral Greig and count 
Aleiiu$ Orlof ; and a third, filled with ruffian and 
englifh officers, clofed the proceffion. The boats 
put off from fhore in fight of an immenfe multi- 
tude of people, and were received by the fleet 
with a band of mulic, falutcs of artillery, and re-- 
peated huzzas. As the ptincefs came alongfide 
the fhip of which fhe was to go on board, a fplen- 
flid chair was let down from the yard, in which 
being feated. Hie was hoill^ upon deck ; and it 

was 
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of Tufcany, whofe territory was thus Co fhamefully 
infulted, wrote immediately to Vienna and to Pc- 
tcrfburg to complain of the outrage. But Alexius 
Orlof inlblently braved both the complaints of 
Leopold and the public indignation. 

An adventure that happened during count 
Orlof*s flay at Rome, may ferve to throw fome 
light on the brutal chara6ler of the man. One 
evening that he was at fupper in a houfe * with a 
large company, he wifhcd to difplay his extraordi- 
nary ftrength. He with great cafe broke in his 
hand feveral pieces of cryftal and iron. He then 
look between two of his fingers an apple, which 
he broke into feveral pieces. A royal duke, bro- 
ther of an illufirious monarch, was at table ; one < 
of the pieces of apple flruck the prince on his face 
and hurt him. Every one prefcnt was extremely 
affected at this accident. Alexius Orlof alone 
ieemed entirely unmoved, and even deigned not 
to make the flighted apology to the duke. 
. Though repeatedly vanquifhed, the ottoman 
armies wereeafily recruited, and rcfifted the efibrts 
of the Ruffians ; like a terrible hydra, whofe beads 
increafcd under the reiterated blows of Roixjiantzof 
and his inferior commanders. The ruffian general 
VcifTmann croffcd the Danube, and beat the 
Turks near Ifaakia. Soon after this the grand 
vizir forced him to repafs that river, and advanced 

* At the houfc of the marchioncfs Gtntili Bocca Paduli. 

to 
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But it will be nccefKiry to fpeak fomcwbat more 
particularly on this fubjc(ft. It is well known 
that the turkilh dominions, whether from a want 
of due attention to cleanJincfs, or from whatevei 
other caule, are more fubjcft to this malady than' 
the countries of Europe. The ruffian anny, after 
defeating the Tnrks, on their entering their ter- 
ritories and towns as conquerors, were met by the, 
contagion, and brought it with them to thei^ 
country; where the folly of fcveral of their gene- 
rals contributed to its propagation, as if thejj 
thought, by a military word of command to ahetj 
the nature of things. Lieutenant-general StofelaJ 
at Yafly, where the pcftilcnce raged in the winte J 
of 1770, iflucd peremptory orders, that its name 
fhould not be pronounced : he even obliged the 
phyficians and the furgeons to draw up a declara- 
tion in writing that it was only a fpottcd fever,' 
One honed furgcon, of the name of Kluge, refu-*; 
Ii;d to lign it. In this manner the feaftin of pre-i 
vention was neglc6led ; the men fell dead upoQtl 
the road in heaps. Several thouland ruffian foUj 
<liei-8 were by this means carried off: the numbet^ 
of burghers that died was never known, as crowds J 
of them had run into the country and into th<^-J 
heart of the forefts. At length the havoc of death! 
reached the general's own people ; he remaiiiect^ 
true to his pcrfuafion, left the to*n, and went 
into the more perilous camp, but his intrepidity 
availed him nothing; he died of the plague in 
p 2 July 
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ful and fiupid piece of fuperftitian, to which he 
was perfuaded by a turkifh officer taken prifoner, 
who purchafcd his freedom by it. This map 
wrote tickets, containing thcfe words : " O great 
" Muhaliimcd, have pity for this once on the 
" chriftians, for the lake of our deliverance from 
" captivity, and free them foon from the pcftU 
" lence !" The governor cauiibd the writing to 
be ftuck on poles againft the belfries oC the chrif- 
tian churches ; the people truftcd to the remedy, 
and were fiill more carelefs of tbemfclves th^n 
before : the peftilcnee, therefore, natunjly (pread 
ferther and wider. Within a few months of the 
year 1770, one quarter of the town alone loft 
upwards of (ix thoufand perfons. 

With fuch miferable doings, it h no wpnder 
that the dreadful diftemper came by -the army 
from Poland and from the Ukraine, about chriit- 
xnas 1770, even to Mofco. Unfortunately here 
too at the beginning, an ukafe was printed and 
publiihed, to allure the people that there was no 
peililence, and that a falfe alarm had been wicke^* 
ly railed among the burghers. JBelides, fome 
phj^cians and furgeons maintained the fame thinj^ 
much later. But when the cmprefs was informed 
of the truth of the matter^ (he difpatcbed affiftance 
with qI\ fpecd to Kief and to Mofco. The calamity 
had already rifen to its height in this great me- 
tropolis. The principal families quitted it betimes, 
went into iht country, and with them all that 

F 3 Were 
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the two peft-liouies, monallcries and palaces were 
turned into lazarets, a bnildinp^ was appropriated 
to orphan children from the iitfeflcd hoiilbs, fcvc- 
- ral of the public offices were convertetl inio places 
for the keeping of qiiyniiitinc, and other lulutary 
nieafures were adopted. At tbeie cfiabliflimcnis 
the neceflary pcrlbns were put immediately upon 
fiipends ; and all phyficiaiisand furgcons who wcrr 
confpicuous for their diligence and zeal were hand- 
fbmeU' rewarded. A new turn was given to the 
H'hole bufincft ; and all the precautions for lafetv 
were vifihiy attended with due effetls. But me- 
thods of cure were Itill apparently not to be fonnd ; 
very few of fuch as once caught the infcdiou et- 
caped with their lives ; their being iticlofc(lj how- 
ever, prevented ils farther progrcfs. It was only 
the icvere winter that put an end to the Ci\latnily 
in Mofco, as well as in I he other infcOled places. 
At the beginning of Sepicmber, in Mol'co, died ' 
every day eight hundred [x-ribns; about the mid- 
dle of 0£lobcr feven hundred to fix h'undrcd; the 
21it of October only four hundred. The froft 
continued to grow more inieufe : on the 1 5th of 
November the plague carried off one hundred and 
fifty perfonB: on the 30ih fiill fevenly-livc ; but 
on the Hh of December only ,tcn died, and ih 
continually fewer : two, three, five, and on fome 
intervening days, not even one ; till the 6ih of 
Januarry 1772, when the .plague entirely cea- 
feU. — lu the night of the aoth of December, 
F 4 Uurltit; 
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during a violent ftorm of wind, a fire broke out 
In the imperial palace, inhabited by the newly- 
appointed governor, prince VolkoDlty. As the 
llrudVure was chiefly of timber, the whole of it, 
together with the church, was entirely confumcd. 
A more calamitous hiliory of this unfortunate 
time to Mofco ftill remains to be related. It 
rtiould feem as if the afllitlive vifilations to %vhich 
the human race is fubje£t from the courfe of 
Katurc, and to which nature herlcif at length 
applies the inoft efFetSual remedies, were not 
fafEdent; the moll horrid diftortion of mind, 
fanaticifm, muft be brought in to increafe the 
calamity. The fuperftitious populace in this me- 
tropolis defpifed the precautions recommended by 
government, and the prcfcriptions of the phyficl- 
ans. The latter, cfpecially fuch as were foreign- 
ers, frequently, as they pafled through the flreets,- 
were not furc of their lives. Prayers to the 
pictures of the faints were held to be the- only 
true methods of cure*. TTils, -which at firft was 

I]0 

* It b difficult to inuguic to nrhai length the Ruflians carry 
theii fanatic i fin for ihcfc piflutcs of ihc faint, which they call 
bohgs or goJs. The figure of fpnie faini is painied in gaady 
colours OD I pieceof tward, and the lilver, gold, or dininondi 
about the hands and. face of it conflitute iu value. When a 
Ruffian enters a room, the fitil thing he does n to faluic the god, 
vhich u placed againA the wall in one corr.cfi by bowing and 
croffing himfclf. St. Nicholas. St. John the baptift, St. Ser- 
giui, and St. Alexander Nefiky, are the figures in moft tequeft 
excejn 
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no more than an unhappy fbliy, (ix)n grew inlo a 
criminal fury. In SejJteinber, a fortnight before 
the arrival of Gregory Orlof, a hut-braincd en- 
ihufiaft of the vulgar claf's of people, got together 
a number of tlie nibble, and ilcclarcti to them 
that the piclure of God's mother, near the Var- 
varikoi gate (the bride-gate of St. Barbara leading 
to a cha[)cl) had appciircd to blni, complaining 
of neglect it) the worfhip of it, and profiling by 

excqs tbc bogoroditza, the maiher of God. Evrrj' one hat liis 
foniculai pairun. to which he applici in cafn of nco). When 
liit neighfaoun fee th«( lie fuccreds in ihc culture nf hit fiddsur- 
JB aaile, tbey barrow at biie his god, to which they aiiribaK 
hii profperit)'. They then pay ilie borrowed figutc aU forts of 
Kit p en ce and offering*. There ate in fi>me towns god imrkcis, 
Jim! the folc dilferencc between the chafirring, ii, thai in ihii 
the word mooey mult never be pronounced. Some peDj>le will 
r«»ct go to their daily libour, or fct out on t jonraey, uiihcnt 
Oiittg their god with ihem ; and if a llrangcr lkII »t ihcit houfi: 
iathe lacan time, and a&s to falute ihc ^a^, the wife replies 
ihat he ii gone into l!ie ficKU, or on a jouiney. St. George 
it ■ protcAot of homed cattle. The horfes ace looked afiet 
by Si. Anthony, and the fi(h by St. Jonni : one curt» oitc dir, 
itSe »d another finothcr.— Bat pc<h»ps it U unjuft to deride any 
nJigioa for m fupeittitions ; all lunional retigtoui ciabliltimcnti 
hare ihcm under one form or unoihcr ; 

Faciei non otnnibuf una 

Nee diverfa tameii, fjuakm dccel ciTe furorum. 

The niflian pcafantt, i)Ot» iihflanding. are ex tie meiy tolerant. 

" Yout God," &y ihcy to ihnfe who are not of the fame tc- 

ligioa with fheiD> *' your God commands you to fervc htm 

" ihBi: our God orders OS diftircntly." 

a miracle 
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a rairdcle to quell the peftilcnce if thnt worfhip 
was zeajoufly revnved. At. this ^te he continued 
fianding and declared the fame thing to the priells 
and pafiengers us they paficd through it. The 
fiory was ri)read from one to ihc other, nnd none 
of the hearers thought of raifinga doubt whether 
or not the man was in his right mind. The 
iaithful from all parts of the town flocked in aiio- 
nifhing multitudes to St, Barbara's gate, ad<irefling 
the picture in vociferous cries, bringing ornamcms 
of drefs to hang about it, and on tiiat and the 
.following diiys made many confiderable prefents 

,ito it in gold and jewels. Now began proceflions, 
which were continued in endlefs fucceflion. The 
fick particularly prefled forward on this occafion, 
and fuch as were not fick mingled among them. 
The daemon of peflilcnee could have found no 
■better a helpmate than the dajmon of fiiperftition. 

'•The primate of Mofco^ the archhierey or arch- 
bifhop Amvrofij (Ambrofius,) a virtuous and en- 
lightened roan, wifliing to put an end to this 
dreadful commotion, applied for afliftance to ge- 
neral Yerapkin, who gave him five foldiers. Thefe 
he fent in fiience late in the winter-evening to 
the Varvarfkoi gate, to fetch away the pidturc that 
was now become the eaufe of fuch public affliftion. 
But neither night nor day was the gate free from 
a fanatical tumult before the painted mother of 
Cod, The foldiers were driven off. The mob 
poured invcfTtivcs on the archhicrey ; and, one and 

all 
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all crying out that he was an heretic, ran to the 
church -belfries and rang all the bells, to roufe 
the whole populace of the city, and bring them 
together to inform them of the intended violation 
of the holy tigure. Every one rofe In baflc, and 
ran into the flrccts imagining it to be an alarm 
of fire; but upon inquiry were informed of what 
had happened; the prudent were but few in num- 
ber, and the reft made a common caufe with the 
infurgents and joined the throng. The prelate 
in the mean time had fled to the Donfltoi mo- j 
naflery without the city. Unfortunately, a child, 
feeing bim pafs by, ran and told where he was. 
Tlie wild rabble tumultuoufly ran thither, rufhed 
into the church, and found the archbilliop in thfc . 
celebration of divine worfbip. Neither theplacc^l 
nor the ftation, nnr the age of the man, neither hlft I 
drcfs nor his prefcnt employment, made any im- 
prcflion on the enthufiallic barbarians ; they fell ^ 
upon the venerable prelate, threw bim to thA| 
ground, beat him on the head, and completed j 
his murder with knives. The body remained till 4 
the following day lying befurc the gate of the mo»- 1 
naftery. Some of the ring leaders in this fliock- 
ing iranfaftion were taken up and knoottd to 
death. 

The furious muUiiude now ran back into the 
city. A party of ihcm attacked the Daniilofskoi 
monaftcry, now converted into a lazaret, drove 
ihc peftilent out of it, and ill-treated the furgeons. 

The 
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r»if^ uw (iid at the quarantine hoofe. 
• >. M*'^ *v*"»-Vi.*al refiJcncc was plundered, the 
^^yt v»»'*u0.c K*^ ihc goods were taken away, the 
iKii^ ^v>«?*>v\l ■ the liorc-ccllars under it, hired 
j^ . ,A^v Milt tor wine and other liquors, were 
^Mvwv* Several ofiicerfi who attempted to check 
^K'> \»vv.viK^» turned back with bleeding heads. 
^^^ ^tJiKM* increafed every moment, and the 
^.^ «t»x tK>w againft the phyficians and furgcons, 
^Oiw^» tiVy imagined to have ocaifioned the pefti- 
l^PKs\ An Italian dancing-mafter happened to 
^vv^ in their way : he muft certainly be a dodlor; 
^a^^\ N\4c both his arms and bi^ legs, ^nd in that 
v%*4hIukmi inhumanly left him lying in the.ftreet. 
I^s^ boulc of a phyfician was attacked and plun^ 
vk'^w). 'I'hey then proceeded to the principal 
bK>:^>i(jl. liiiin which the direcSlor and attendants, 
^kij even the foldiers who amounted to a hundred 
uicu with loaded fire-arms, all ran away. The 
^»h\iU'iani4 and furgeons had already made their 
s K'A|»i' into the country. — But now, towards even- 
uA^\, the bmve general Ycrapkin, at the head of 
« (uuidied and fifty (bldier^, carbineers and hui^ 
Wilis ^^^tU twti iicld pieces, marched up to the 
^oi^^iK'itt crew ; the tlij:ht \\'as obftinate and laded 
JA \\\\KU\\i\\\\ : two hundred and fifty rebeb were 
;;„il xivA\n \\\^m the lirect, three hundred taken 
^x.^\^^A*, «inil i>f thole that difperfed many were 
.^VK.A^.xU Kuuul WiHuuled and dcail. Early on 
jv wt^M^nij^ uiai*uing, the general paraded at 

(3 the 
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the bend of hid men with drawn fiibres through 
the flreets of Mofco, atij placed picquefs in pro- 
per plKCS. The day after, a regiment of infen- 
tty, from the villages, entered the town. Th« 
goremor, the deputy -governor, 'police-niaftcr, 
general of artillery, and all whofc duty it wag fo 
be vigilant in preferving peace and order tn the 
city, had pruderuly forfakcn Mofco. Catharine 
rcwurdcd the brave Yerapkin in a truly imperial 
mail ner. 

It is eatier lo imagine than to dcfcribe the rtste 
of thai enormous city while thefe tumults laflcd ; 
when the mind of every man was opprelled with 
grief at the dreitdlul vifitation of the plague, know- 
ing' that each day eight hundred perfona fell around 
hirri. But during this confufion it wasimpoffible 
'0 tllink of enumerating the dead, or of vifiling 
'he fick. The number of thofe who died muft 
^v^ been very gi'eat, as the pcftilence increafcd 
Ij^ond all proportion by the confluence of the , 
people. From the 1(1 to the pth of Oiitober, tho 
calculation was renewed, and the dead were com- 
puted at five thoufand four hundred : tiH the ' 
iJutY»|)cra afterwards dccreafed in the abwe-mcn- 
tioritd ratio, by the couolcra6lion of the froft : — 
*^ the re-nppeorance of fpring 1772, the return 
'jf the calamity was apprehended ; and the care 
™ the government was therefore redoubled. It 
was publifbed throughout the city, that whoever 
^*^pl ia concealment any goods or other things 



I ami- been infedled, even though 
. be might freely produce them ; 
^tt puiiHliniciit, OiQuld receive from 
7«bb»: further, that fuch articles 
^ the poflcflion of infeifted pcrfons, 
r muft be burnt, fhould be paid 
t their full value. This had the 
(; the people very readily produced 
h "^c tei. according to the tenor of the pro- 
B by fo doing they got money and loft 
Tfce vifiiing of the fick, whatever was 
««if their coniplatiits, was feduloufly con- 
, Ttevellcrs underwent a llritS examination, 
R« obliged lo remain a certain time In qua- 
p boufes, of wliich> between Mofco and 
• (done, there were no left than fcven. 
ff^U. the clofe of January 1772, the plague 
bi^lJ MAiiC'ty difappeured, which, according to 
. tbAcntents, during its continuance, from 
IttieM»b«r I7?li to December 1772, had coll the 
I ciHi>'u% one hundred and thirty-three thou- 
I ^pj mobundred and ninety-nine perfous. 

itvCM vnifc was certainly due to count Gregory 

( IVK"*" Ivir his conduift while the plague was raging 

The emprefsj as we have fccn, bad 

t felt all! (lance to Hop the progrefs of the 

; but it was attended with no effe£l. It 

gk» iwcvflary thai feme man of authority fliould 

wo ibithcr to awe the populace, and make them 

lublttit 10 '1'^ regulations prcfcribed, and lo the 

obfervance 
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obfervance of more deanlinefs than ufual. Count 
Orlof had the courage to go and brave both ihc 
pciblence and the fuperrtiiious fury of the people. 
He repaired to Molco with extraordinary proniptl- 
tuiic ; he prohibited and prevented all kiad? of 
afleinblies; he himlelf vifitcd the perlbns afflicted 
with the epidemical diftemper; he procured tliem 
all the aflificnce ihcy wanted ; and he took parti- 
cular care to order the furgeons and the officers 
who fcconded him, to fee to the burning of the 
clothes of the fick who fell viffiims to this terrible 
fcourge ; till the malady at laft yielded to the un- 
ceafingattenlionsof count Gregory Orlof, and the 
(evcrity of the winter. 

On his return to St. Peterfburg, the count found 
in Catharine a grateful Ibvereign. That princcfs 
caufed a triumphal arch * to be eredled, and a 
medal to be (Iruck, as memorials to poflcrily of 
the fervice he had rendered his country. 

The peftilcnce had not only attacked the in- 
terior parts of Ruflia i the ruffian and ottoman 
armies, who were fighting on the banks of the 
Danube, were infoAcJ with it. They fpread it in 
Poland ; and tliis it was that ferved as a pretence 
for the invaiion whith had long been meditating 
by the king of Pniffia. 



• The uiumpbal arch is at the entrance lo Tzarlko felo, 
«*ith itiiii inrctlption : " Mofco dcliverrd from [he conlagion by 
■• Oriof.'^ 

The 
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T^ eaiprpft was adding from day to day to the 
wenr^e of the yoke which (he bad Iain upon Po- 
laiKi. Her troojjs pnrfucd on all fides the routed 
cviHedemics of Bar, and pillaged or ravaged tlieir 
^fciitons. That princcfs herfelf did not difdain 
«!> pttrtale in the spoiL They carried off the fa- 
mous library of prince Radzivil, containing an in- 
WuaMe collection of Iithuanian hiflory, and it 
«i«s tr^nljxjrted to Pctcrfburg, whence it un- 
vR.»nbt5xUy will never return. But at the very 
uiuHT that fb odious a depredation was carrjnng on, 
Otch^rtne tranfmitted to Warfaw declarations, io 
%fikk^ the fpoke of nothing but her equity, her 
bvHK^iiot^n^'c, and the defircs fhe was cherifliing 
It^p ihe jKicification of Poland. 

The Poles, irritated at the tyranny of the Ruf- 
jJah*^ were inceflantly making new efforts to free 
lhc*pK*lvcs from it. They believed their unhappy' 
1«^ was in concert with the emprcfs ; and in that 
^'^'^wlion they attempted to revenge upon him 
iNo wUeries which fhe was bringing on- them. 
ItH^ ivnfederates had elcdlecl for their general a 
|\»l»lh nobleman named Pulaufsky, a man of con- 
Uimnitito intrepidity, and fo paHionatcly devoted 
to ih^ oaufc of liberty, that he made no hefitation 
vH KM-ving the mod righteous of caufes by criminal 

iVIautsky refolyed to get poflcflion of the king's 
^vnoa, auil irullcd the execution of his projeA 

to 
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to three other confederates*, of whore boldneft. 
and capacity he was well flCjuainted. After hav- i 
ing taken an oath to their general either to de- 
liver to him the king, or to put him to death if 
ihev could not bring him off ahrc, the three 
chiefs and forty dragoons, dilguifed as pcafants, 
entered Warfaw by different routes. They learnt 
on the fc^lowing funday -|- that the king was tt* 
pafs the evening at prince ChnrtorinQty's, his un- 
cle. • Some of them then went and ported them-* 
fclves without the city, while the others were? 
larking in ambufh along the way which the kin^ ' 
was to pafi. At about ten o'clock at night, a* 4 
that prince, accompanied by fom-teen or fifteer^' J 
pcrfons, and with one of his aides-de-camp in hi4 J 
carriage, were returning to the palace, all at oncfl ' 
the confpirators advanced, and bade the coachman 1 
flop. At the fame time pKloIs were fcveral timci 1 
tlifcharged at the carriage. One of the hcyduc- . 
ques being (truck with a ball fell down J. The" 
reft of the king's liitte, without excepting the aide- 
de-camp, took tu flight. One of the iflaffini.'J 
fired a pillot at the king, and pierced his hat.-J 
Another made a ftroke at his head, and gave hin 
a deep wound. After this they took hiui by thd^j 
collar, and dragged him between their liorfes aiongj i 



• Lukaufsky, Stravcnlky. »nd K'tCiniky. 
+ The )ii of September. 
i Hcdicd (hctiayaficr. 
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irkcrt flrecls. Perceiving foon that he be- 

nn to brcat!ie lurd, and that it was imponiblc for 

bim to keep up with them on foot, they made 

bini get upon a horle, and on their coming 10 the 

■ moat which furrounds Warf:uv, they forced him 

10 take the leap with them. The horle on which 

the king rode, fell and broke his leg. The king 

received a hurt in his (iwt. They then mounted 

bii raajetiy on another horfe. One of the chiefs 

plucked off his order of the black eagle of Fmnia, 

ami the crofs <Jf diamonds that was appendant to 

the ribband. This done, the greater part of the 

tonfpirators difpcrfcd. Seven of them alone, un- 

4cr the orders of Kofinlky, remained with the 

\ king, and wandered about with him a long time in 

the durk, endeavouring lo avoid the: beaten paths. 

StKin after, they found thcmfdves in a foreft only 

Loiic league diftant from Warfaw. The voices of 

I'lbinc rullian patroles were heard. The confpi- 

[ itttura were frightened, and fled. The king re- 

Uuined alone with Kofiniky : but, not daring to 

iMJj for affiftancc, for fear that Kofinfky might 

Kilt him, he tried to perliiade him to let him 

vkiipf. Kofmfky hcfitated a confiderable time. 

LUi* with ftood in his way. At length, however. 

Ilk* yielded to the foliciiations of the king; and, 

FaIWi' having implored liis pardon on his knees, he 

ftmdUiJlccl him to a mill which ftood at no great 

UuUnce. The king, without making himfelf 

lilKiwit, iminudiatcly wrote a billet, which he dit- 

patchcd 
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patched by a countryman to the colonel of his 
guards. 

Warfaw was in the utmofl confternation. The 
king's hat had been found all covered with blood; 
ibis naturally led to the belief that his raajcfly was 
(lead. But as foon as it was heard that he had 
efcaped from his aflaffins, the people, gave tbem- 
felves up to tranfports of joy. 

Several of the villains were taken, and perinii 
on the fcafFold. Kofinfky obtained his pardon. 
He retired into Italy, where the king fettled on 
him a penfion. As to general Pulaufsky*, he 
publitbed a manifcfto, in which he declared that 
he had taken no iWc in the atrocious attempt 
againft the plifti monarch. This declaration was 
believed by no one. 

The danger which Staniflaus Auguftus had nin, 
fumifhed the Ruffians with a new pretext for pur- 
fuing the confederates of Bar, and for preparing 
the difmembermcnt of Poland. But was Catha- 
rine in want of pretexts ? It will prefently be Jeen 
that fhe had fo ordered matters as to be able to do 
without them. 

1771. The Ruflians and the Ottomans were 
equally in want of peace. Their armies, weakened 



" Puhufsky went afienvardj to America, where he had ihc 
command oF a legion in the fcrviec of the united llaies; and 
being OD ■ lifil to M. d'Eftaing at the ficge of Savannah, in 
(779. he was killed by a cannon-bail by the lide of that 
gmttt], 

G \ by 
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by mimcrons battles, by fuccefSve fatigues, and 
by the contagious (liliempcr, were always recrait- 
jng and always diininiihing in greater proportion. 
The Iquadron of Alexius Orlof ftill mainlaincd 
the (loniinion of tbc grcclan ieas ; but the long; 
fbjourn of the HuHiaiis in a climate (o different 
from their o^v^, and the intemj>crancc in which 
they indulged, had brought on an epidemic dif- 
cai'e which threatened to carry ofTcvery lailor of 
ihc fkci. The capudan-palha; ambitious to reta- 
L Kate ihc difaftcrs he had fuffered, was bufiiy cm- 
' ployed in (3rc|iiirin^ new armaments tn Conilanti- 
nople, and was in hopes to bring out agaioft his 
conquerors a tijuadron more formidable than that 
which had faUcii a prey to the flames. Baron Tot, 
B frcRch officer in the fervice of the portc, over- 
came the ignorance of the Turks, and had in- 
troduced intu their ai-fenals fuch order and aeUvity 
as was dangeroUH to tbcir enemies. The valiant 
Mulioum Oglou had rifen, for the fecond lime, 
to the jioft of grand vizir, and hail lefuraed the 
command of the array of the Danube. Notwith- 
itanding this, the two powers entered upon a 
negotiation by the intervention of the aufician 
and prutBan miniflers. An armiflice was agreed 
upon*; and a congrcfe was appointed lo meet at 
Fokihiani. 



• Thw anoiftice wasEgntcJ by tht rLiffian minil^er Simolin. 
and by Siid AbJukeiiin vftrudi Mulc-kbcdlailzi, giind noury ol' 
the divan. 

This, 
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This appeared to be a, favourable opportunity to 
the fcbcnics of cotiiit Grcgnry OHotl He pro- 
cured the honour of being fent lo treat with i 
plcuipotetitiarics of the divan. He had long bed 
(Icfiroua of fliaring the throne which he had ' 
fccured to Catharine. He ilxiught that, by ob- 
taiiiiiig peace for Ruffin, lie (houI<i ac<jiiiru ad 
crerlaftiiig claim upon the piallturle of the em-^'n 
pre, and furmouiit the clifikultios that had beeitn 
oppofed to his ambition. But it wns this precifely 
which gave birth to new oiica. 

Catharine had been, und was fiill, much atwj. 
tached to Orlof. Orlof, on the contrary, ha^ 
never felt any affeftion for Catharine, but whaB 
arofe from gratitude ami ambition. Pruud of tbdj 
fevour of his (bvercign, be thcwed liimfclf zcaloa 
to dcfervc it : but when once be thought that h«l 
bad acquired fuflicient gi-ounds for his pretenfion^l 
his ardour began to cool ; arKf he even aflbmcd aJ 
diftant behaviour. The more Catharine wiflicd C 
bring him back to hia ufual otientions, the tnoi 
he fcemcd inclined to rctrcjit, and to feck hii 
amutement in the company of other ladies. The 
emprefs could not but rcfent this ungrateful con- 
duct, and be fhockcd at ihe infcnfibility whence 
it proceeded. However, on account of her fond- 
ncfs for Bobrinflcy, the child of Orlof, Ihc did not 
dilcard him at once. This boy fhe privately 
brought up in one of the fuburbsof the city, often 
going to lee him under a borrowed name, and 
G 3 in 
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I )d an artful difguife. It was faid that, to remedy 
' his inconfiancy, and from affeflion to the child, a 
' propofal was made him of a clandeftine marriage : 
I that he rcjefled the offer with diiiJain, prefuming 
himfelf not unworthy of fitting befide her on a 
throne which be at firfl procured her, and had 
hitherto upheld. Catharine, furprifed, diflembled 
her difpleafure for a time; but conceiving that 
the pride of her favourite might be attended with 
, confequcnces fatal to her repofe, flie relblved, 
without farther delay, to get the belter of an at- 
tachment which expofed her to too great humilia- 
tion. 

Though there was no open mifundcrftanding 
between Panin and count Gregory Orlof, he was 
not the lefs defirous of the downfall of this favou- 
I rile. Too fagacious, and certainly too timid, to 
attack him to his face, he mifled no opportunity 
I for giving him 3 fide-blow. Orlof was far from 
■' imitating the minifter in this procedure. He 
never hated any one, though he was hated by 
many. His arrogance had procured him a great 
number of enemies ; his favour bad raifed him up 
many more. All were plcafcd at feeing him re- 
tire from court; and the emprefs partook in the 
fatUfaf^ion of her courtiers. She was in hopes 
thnl his abfence would completely put an end to 
the rcmaiodcr of the attachment flie had cheriflied 
for him. 

Panin, 
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Panii), who attentively watched the inclinatioa'., 
of her majelly, was not long in perceiving that' a 
flie often looked with complacency on a fub-licu-' J 
tenant rf the guards, named Vaffiltlchikof. Thai j 
thought immediately occurred to him of bringing : 
forward this young man to the overthrow of.Orlof. 
Zakhar Chernichef*, to whom the arrogance of 
the fiivoiirite was ilill more odious than to PanJn, 
gladly leconded the (cheme of the minifter. Both 
of them thought that the grand duke, who was 
not ignorant that Oriof had the prefumption to 
sipire to the throne, would not fail to behold with 
(atisfaftion whatever had a tendency to keep liiai ■ 
firom it. Every art was therefore employed to flatter '. 
the new inclination of the emprefs. Orlof was at j 
the fame time reprefented to her as a man of un-^ < 
bounded ambition, who had only foiicitcd to bo. J 
employed in negotiating the peace at Fokfhianij i 
in order to betray the interefis of Ruffia, by art- 
fully procuring for himlclf the fovcreigniy of J 
Moldavia and Valakhia. It was the eafier to raifrf j 
lufpicions againfl hhn in the mind of Catharine,,! 
as fhe found his rival more agreeabie toher frotri \ 
day tod;iv. 

Vaifihfchikof pleafed becaufc he was young and 
well made: but he was deficient in intcllcifiuai 
improvement, in talents, in experience, and even 

• Zichariah Chemichef was brother to ihe Ivan Chemichef 
who wai firft ambufTadar at London, and then placed ai the head 
pf the marine. 

G i in 
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Ftrhaps^ if it had depended on him- 



j^ ^OiMiV ic would never have fuccecded with 
ov .)dw«:ii : inxt ^ v^s QO^ l^ft u'itbout fupport. 



tftfymtt vj expert in the arts of intrigue, 
-^^ ^ uii^ oceaiion neither fparing of his coun- 
^j^jj^;igjH^ cctttrivanocs *. Vaffihfchikof was bene- 
liii>i >« to tares ; as his docility ferved him 
•wiwi ^ aierit. The emprefs was io iatisfied 
%iijt> >iUt% ikat (he appointed him her chamberlain, 
91^ ikita magnificent prcfents^ and treated him 
^ca :ii public with a familiarity that eafily be^ 
y^v>i i2)9C undcrflanding which fubiifled between 

WdtM dtharine propofed to the imperious 
i^^ t\> riuer into fecret nuptials^ that favourite 
^M' l^iVd with the thought that his refuial would 
^,^ ^.W|Wi) ^^^ dcfire of the ibvereign^ and that 
^' 4i^v«ii( to the throne would be eafier to him. 
Wc\^^ioJ to an affedlion of which he had the 
MdiJhK^^ pledges, he imagined it impoffible to 
1^ ^ liettrt of the emprefs. What was he to 
jkjyJ^ V* Iwnung that (he had taken advantage of 
Wi. JiM^"^ for accepting the ofRcioufnefs of a new 
^<^iXt > H\$ mirid was at firft divided between 
idit fY a:4unfi*i^ and rage : but his pride foon came 
Vk wiitfi ft"^ ^^ thought that his prefence 
j^ IvitKcient to revive a flame which could 

tiA&y» one of the aifadins of the unhappy Peter 

^aM kfeA to bring about the firft interview of the em- 

kvoarite. 



not 



PH 
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not be quite cxtm^l. Full of this idea, he forgot 
the negotiations, the peace, all the concerns of 
the empire, and left Fokfhiani without even alking 
pcrmiffion of the emprcfs, and arrived at the 
gates of Petcribiirg. At the inilant of his appear- 
ance, the ofticer on guard advanced ton'ards hia 
carriage, and fhewed him the order which he had 
not 10 let him enter the city. Orlof kept a pro- 
found fdence, and took the road to Gaifchina* 
one of his country -feats. 

■ Two days previous to the coming of Orlof to 
Peteriburg, intelligence was received that he had 
quitted Fokfhiani. This fud<len return had ex- 
cited mu^h unneafinefs at court. The emprels, 
well acquainted with the violence of his temper, ■■ 
and apprehcnfivc that he might make his appeami 
ance in fpite of her, gave orders to double th«J 
guard of tJie palace, and to place centinels at ttmJ 
gate of the new favourite. Not yet put completely* 
ai eafe by thefe prceautions, (he caufed the locks 
of his apartmenis to be changed, of which Orlof 
had the key. But thcfe cares were ufclefs : thero-^ 
was nothing to fear from Orlof. The moment i^ 
was known ihat he was out of favour, he had not ' 
a parlizan left, and his enemies ftcppcd forward 
from all quarters. 

Orlof beheld his fuuation in the full extent of 
its danger ; but his courage remained unfhaken. 

• The fame ihai U now ihe fummct rcfi.iencc of the (zir 

When 
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When count Zakhnr Clicrnichef came, in the 
name of the emprefs, to require the deiiiifiion of 
his employments, he haughtily refnfed to comply. 
Her inajcrty could eafily punifh the fubjccl who 
refilled her will : fhe rather chole to treat with 
indulgence the man for whom fhc had long enter- 
tained a regard. A compromifc was entered upon 
with Orlof ; and, overcome by the bounty which 
["'lis fovereign fiill vouch fafed tu fliew him, hecon- 
I fcntcd to retire from Petcriburg, and fel out upon 
r^m jouniey through various parts of Europe. As a 
' tecompcnce for his fubmiflion, he received one 
hundred thoufand rubles, the brevet of a penfion 
of ail hundred and lifty thouland, a magnificent 
fervice of plate, and an edate with fix thoufand 
pcafants upon it. He had already obtained a 
patent of prince of the roman empire. Catharine 
chofe that he fliould take the title, defirous, 
doubtlefs, that her former favourite fhould appear 
<to the eyes of foreign nations with a fplendor 
rworthy of the fituation which he had enjoyed •. 



• Ctegory Orlof difplaj-ed the utmofl pompand magnificence 
when on his travels. He appeared ai Pjris in a coai all ihe but. 
toat whereof were large diamonds, and » i(h a fword having ihc 
hilt alfo iet with diaraonds ; at Spa he quite cclipfed the 
duke de Chaitres (Gncc known under the names of Orleans and 
Egalitc) and all the other princes there, and he played for fnch 
flakes as frightened the moll inlrepi.l gamcHcrs. He aftrrwardi 
mude his appearance at Vcrfaillca at a ball given on occafion of 
(he marriage of madatne Cloihiidc, Urcffcd in a plain ftock of 
coatfe cluili, 

3 This 
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This part of Catharine's condudl feems to indi- 
cate a degree of wcakiiers. But no : it was not 
ioconfiftent with the firmnefs of hercharaiSter to 
yield to circumftances, when a different condinS 
mufx oblige her to compliance. Knowing ihar, 
by punifhiiig prince Orlof, fhc would intimidate all 
thofc who had ferved her, fhe rather chole to per- 
(uadcthem that her gratitude was even paramount 
to her afFeiSlions. 



CHAP. 



j 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Rupture of the congrejs of Fokjhiani. — Confererwes 
at Bukharejl. — Partition of Poland. — Peace of 
Kainardgi. — Emigration of the Kalntuks. — 
Difmijjfl of the favourite Vaffiltfchikof — Duke 
Anthony Ulric refines his liberty. — Firjl nuirriage 
of the grand duke. — Journey of Diderot to Sf. 
Peterjburg. — Magnificence of Catharine. — De- 
fcription of her ferfon. — Her way of life. — Patri^ 
otic exertions. 

X HE congrefs of Fokihiani was opened* in fuch 
a manner as to afford great hopes of an approach- 
ing peace. The ottoman minifters prcfented the 
Ruflians with fuperb carpets, many rich flufi^, and 
exccllqnt arms: and Ofman cffcndi, who firft 

broke 

* The congreis opened the id of Auguft. The ptenipoteiu 
tiaries were under tents ; and the conferences were held in « 
kioflc, which the Ruffians had caufed to be conftro^icd for that 
purpofe. Fokihiani is at the di(bnce of abcot iixteen miles to 
the north of Bokhareft in Valakhb. Nothing could afibrd a 
ftronger contraft, than the magnificence of the ruffian minifters* 
oppofed to the ottoman fimplidty* The former approached in 
four grand coaches^ preceded by huflars« and attended by one 
hundred and fixty domeftics fuitably habited. The turkifti 
miniflen were on horfeback, with about fixty fcrrantty as plainly 
appareled and accoutred as themfeh^* Piioce Oriof was all 

oTcr 
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fcrokc fiJcnee, Taid, " Tbat the grand fignor hifl 
" niafter had recommended him to ferve God, and 
" to love peace." 

The Ruffians oiFered to Ofman and his colleagues 
diamonds and precious ftones elegantly let, a 
variety of trinkets of gold, and a quaniity of 
valuable furs ; on delivering which they anfwered, 
that they alio were lovers of peace and juftice. 
However, they demanded fiich great facrifices, 
that the Turks were difgnftcd with their pro]X>faI*. 
After much fruitlofe altercation, the plenipoten- 
tiaries feparated. 

Some time afterwards, the negotiations were 
refumed at Bukharcft between marfhal Romant- 
zof and the grand vizir MiiUbra Oglou. Thefe 
two warriors, who had lb often fought againll each 



over one Maze of jewels : on Uia breatt w»s ihc eraprefj'* porlnir . 
ftt with briHianti, logethcr with tbe cnfigns of the fevcral 
onlen wiih which he had been invctleil [ all of which, m wttt 
M his epaulet and bucklet, «nd fevcral other parti of hit ilieta, 
Ikonc with diamonds. On ihe other liind, Ofmon e^ndi 1 
clothed in a robe of green camlet ficed with ermine, and had ■' 
nothing 10 diflingiiilh him but a gold-headed cane. It would 
a|)pear a if ricbe^i and magnifictnce had difpl.ijcd their ireafum 
in ihc wild* of Scyiliia ; and that ancient fimplicil)' had retired 
to the vdiiptiioQs naiiont of Afu. M. Obrefkof, late miniftrr 
ai the porie, attended prince Orlof, The aiflrian and prulTan 
nbiflert at the fame place, hiving received 1 picfcnt of Aftf 
purfcs, amuuniing to <iboul t'veniy.fivc ihoufand dolbrs each, 
from, the grand fignut, bcliiles a fixed d.-iilv allowance for theit 
<«prncci, attended alfo bi th< opening of the congtcfs. 

6 other, 



9* 



LIFE OP THE 



[1773. 



other, were not ignorant how much their armie* 
were in want of reft ; but their conferences 
were as unfruitful as thofe of Fokftiiani. The 
term of the armiHicc was expired. The pacifi- 
cators had no longer any thoughts of war. 

During all the time that thel'e negotiations were 
going on, new preparations had hcen making for , 
recommencing hoftiliiics. The Ruflianshad con- 
cluded, with a new khan of the Krimea, a treaty 
by which that prince declared himfclf independent i 
on the grand lignor, and threw himfelf under the 
prote^ion of the emprefs. The portc, incenfed 
• at the defeflion of the Tartars, no Icfs than at 
the eeflion they had made to the Ruflians of the 
forts of Kcrtfch and Yenicaly, which command 
the firaights of Kcfa, together with the territo- 
ries belonging to them, fent into the Euxine a 
ftrong fquadron of galliots and chebecs. Catha- 
rine had ah'eady fcnt thither a confiderable fleet, 
and had difpatched it to fevcra! englifh and dutch 
officers, particularly the captains Dcnnilbn, Perry, 
and Kinlbergen, under the command of admiral 
fir Charles Knowlcs. 

Bui an objcifi of higher importance at that time 
occupied the mind of Catharine. She faw herfcif 
at length on the point of reaping the fruit of the 
troubles and dtvilions which fhc had been lowing 
among the Poles. For a long time in agreement 
with the king of Pruffia, Ihe left to that prince 
the care of procuring the confent of the court 
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of Vienna to the tJilmembermeiu of Poland. Sbo 
was, moreover, very lure that ftic would have but 
few olifiaclcs to overcome on the part of the other 
powers. France had then a minifter not much 
endowed with forefight*. England was bound to 
Ruffia by its commerce. The fiatcs bordering on 
the Baltic might be jealous at feeing the Ruflians 
and the Pruflians gaining ports upon that fea ; 
bot none of them had either the means or the 
temerity to make head againft them. The Otto- 
mans were fcarccly more to be dreaded. How 
Ihould they be in a condition to fend fuccours 
to Poland, when they were fo badly able to defend 
ihemfelvcs, and faw themfelves attacked in all 
parts of their vaft empire ? Catharine, in fhort, 
was only afraid of the rcfufal of the court of 
Vicima ; but Frederic promifed her the acceliion 
of that court. 

Frederic, without hazarding any thing, mighC 
make her that promife. He had been long ac- 
Huainied, by the relations of his minifters, with 
ihe cbara<rter of the heir of the houfe of Autlria. 

When Jofeph 11, in 1760, had an interview 
with him at Neifs in Silefia, the pruflian monarch, 
profiting by the afceiidant he had acquired from 

• The duke d'Aigoillon, who had been pot at the head of 
the dcpattinenr of fiiri:i|n affairs, was more qualified for psiying 
srrendanceon the iniriguetof the boudoir and couci cabnli, thta 
to LiUace ibe incerells of Europe, and to fuppoti the honour of 
tbe frcncb nation , 
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experience and his fame, propofed 
joung emperor the firil pnnition of Poland. 
Joleph II. picaicd with the idea of extentling his 
<Iominion, heard with complacency the projei^ 
of the king of Prufiia; but deferred to enter into 
any engagement to concur in it, till he fhoold 
have conferred upon the fiibjeft with the old 
prince Kaunitz, by whofe counfcls he was guided. 
Kaunitz applauded the predatory plan. Some 
lime after this* the monarchs had a fecond 
interview at Neiiltadt in AuAria ; and the dif- 
membcrmcnt of Poland was finally fettled. 

The plague, which had been ravaging the fron- 
tiers of Poland fince the foregoing year, furnifhed 
the king of Pruflia with an occafion for Advancing 
his troops pretty far into polifh Pruflia. Tha 
emperor had the faine pretext for marching his 
into fuch of the provinces as lay moft conveniently 
for him. 

Joleph n. feemed about to give fuccours to 
the confederates of Bar. His laft treaty obliged h.'..-\ 
even to join with the Turks agaJnft the Ruffians ; 
but thai prince entertained very different defigns; 
and he was fo well prat5lifed in the arts of diflimu- 
lation, that the con federates, deceived by his 
promifes, regarded for a long time as their de- 
fenders the fbldiers who were come to i 
prey of their country. 
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^JLhe foreign armies extended from one end of 

and to the other, and a6led equally againft 

confederates, who were foon obliged to dif . 

c. The greater part of them returned to their 

Viomes. The reft went abroad to publifh among 

foreign nations their complaints and their mif- 

for tunes. 

All Europe had its eyes fixed on Poland. It 
could not be conceived why three formidable 
powers, in a time of profound peace, fhould feize 
upon a country, the independence whereof had 
been guaranteed by the moft folemn treaties. 
Mankind were likewife at a lofs to know what 
niight be the drift of the negotiations which 
continually employed thefe powers. It was ai: 
length difcovered. The minifter of the emperor was 
tbe firft who notified the treaty of Peterfburg to 
tbe king and the fenate of Poland. The am- 
l>aflador of Ruffia and the envoy of Pruffia pre- 
fentcd to them, almoft immediately upon it, de- 
daratbns in fupport of that treaty*. 

The condu6t of the great partitioning powers 
gnidually unfolded their defigns. during the nego- 
tJai!ons at Fokftiiani. They proceeded filently 

• 

in caiTying on thofe arrangements which they 
bad lately concluded ; while they feemed reftrain- 
^dby their enormity from making a public avowal 
^f them. It feemed as if they endeavoured to 

* Sec ihc Appendix No. XIII. at the end of this volume. 

H feel 
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feci the general temper and difpoiition of Europe : 
and by a climax of fucceflive exorbitancies to 
prevent the furprife which attends novelty, and 
prepare the public for thofe greater which were 
Hill to fucceed. Deformity wears off by acquaint- 
ance; aixi perhaps they found it neceflary to 
familiarize themfelves with their own defigns, 
before they could arrive at a refolution of expo* 
fing them nakedly to the view of the world. 
. The time was at length arrived, when the a6lor3 
It) this ftate farce had attained confidence enough 
to throw off their mafks, and to appear in their 
proper forms without any difguife. The king of 
Pruflia, who was lefs attentive to appearances, 
had for fome time made no fecret of his intention^ 
and had dignified his acquifitions, as if they had 
been countries lately difcovercd, by the title of 
New PruflSia. A manifefto was delivered at War- 
faw*, by the rufiian and pruflSan minifters, in 
the name of their rcfpc(5live fovereigns, which 
was fecoiided a few days after by the minifter 
from the cmprefs queen, in which the three pow- 
ers openly avowed their intentions. This decla- 
ration was loon after fuccccded by fpecifications 
from the different powers of the countries which 
they had agreed rcfpc6lively to appwpriate. 

It would aftbrd little ufc or entertainment to 
enter into a long or particular difcufi[ion of thofe 

flatc 
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flato formulas, which are publifhed in compliance 
wilh cftablifhcd cuftoms, and to blindfold the 
vulgar, without any intention that they fliould 
convey either truth or:irg-ument. The manifel^o 
fets out with a detail of the laudable intentions 
and friendly offices of the emprefs of Ruflia, in- 
sll of which flic is faid to liave been either openly 
or tacitly feconded by the other two powers; 
gcitcral complaints are made of lofles fuflained, 
and expences incurred, in confequence of the 
frequent troubles in Poland ; the fpirit of difcord 
whicb has feized the nation is greatly lamented, 
and a moving defcription given of the miferics it 
has undergone, and of its prefcnt deplorable fitua- 
tion ; at the fame lime that the total diflblution 
of the fiale is foretold to be the confequencc of 
tlie prelent anarchy and diforder, if not timely 
prevented. It is acknowledged, that this event 
would probably dcftroy the harmony and fricnd- 
(hip at prefent fubfitling between the three great 
powers, which puts them under a niiceflity of 
taking a dccifive part in fuch critical clrcumftan- 
txt, and with one accord, to take fuch cffeflua! 
mcafuies as would rc-efiablilh tranquiliity and 
good order in Poland, and put the ancient con- 
4itulion of that kingdom, and the liberties of the 
peofite, on a lure and foiid foundation. 

Thittt far, nothing can appear more generous 

or laudable than thc*toiidui!:t and intentions' of 

Ihc great allied povi-crs. We are however foon 

H 1 informed. 
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informed, that as Poland is to be fo highly bene- 
fited by the inutual friendfhip and harmony 
i?ihich now fo happily fubfifts between them^ it 
is alfo right they fliould derive fome advantage 
themfclves from this fortunate concord, while it 
lafts, the uncertainty of its continuance being 
mod emphatically acknowledged. Thus circum- 
llanced, as they have refpc6lively vtry conlider- 
able claims on the pofleffions of the republic^ 
they will not expofc them to the hazard of future 
poflible contingencies, and have therefore deter- 
mined among themfclves to aflert thofe rights 
and claims which each of them will hereafter 
be ready to judify in time and place, by authentic 
records, and folid rcafons. 

That having reciprocally communicated their 
refpc6livc rights and claims, and being mutually 
convinced of their jullice, they have determined 
to fecure to themfclves a proportionable equiva- 
lent, by taking immediate and cfFedlual pofleflion 
of fuch parts of the territories of the republic, 
as may fciTC to fix wore natural and furc hounds 
between her and the three powers. They alfo 
proniile that they will, hereafter^ give an exa6t 
fpecificatioii of what they intend refpetlively to 
feize upon iis an equivalent ; and moft generoufly 
difcharge the Polos from all other debts, dues, 
demands, and claims, of whatever nature, whether 
on the iX)fleffions or fubjofts of the republic; at 
the fame time inviting all ranks and orders of 

them 
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them to banifh, or at leaft fiifpend, the fpirit of 
difcord and delufion : in order, that a diet being 
legally aflembled, they might cD-operate with 
their (aid majefties, in eftablifhing, on a firm and 
(olid foundation, the good order and tranquillity 
of the nation, and may at the fame time ratify, 
by public a6ls, the exchange of the titles, pre- 
tenfions, and claims of the three powers, againft 
the equivalents of which they have taken pof- 
feifion. 

It feemed by the delay in prefenting the fpccifi- 
* cations, as well as by their fubfequent condudV, 
that the ufurpmg powers, had not been able in 
all this time to agree among themfelves upon the 
fhares which they fhould refpedlively feize of the 
fpoil in the divifion of this miferabic country. 
We accordingly find the fame Hudied obfcurity 
in tbefe notifications, that are obfervable in the 
manifedo. 

The caufes which, excited an equivocal defcrip- 
lion of limits did not, however, continue long to 
operate; the declarations themfelves being no 
longer confidered as binding, than till the three 
powers could agree upon an arrangement more 
advantageous to themfelves. 

Notice was given by the emprefs-queen in her 
specification, that the count de Pergen was ap- 
pointed commiflary, plenipotentiary, and governor, 
in the new provinces^, and the people were flridly 
€X)mnianded to pay ready and chearful obedience 

11 3 to 
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to every thing he (hould ordain. They were 
alio informed, that though the day was not yet 
appointed for their taking the oath of allegiance 
to her imperial majcfty, it fkould however be food 
determined upon : and they were charged, in 
the mean time, to condudl themielvcs as quiet 
and obedient fubje<^s, in the fame manner 9s if 
the oath had been already adminificrcd ; in failure 
of which they were threatened with thofb puniih* 
ments due to rebellious fubjccls. 

The fpecifications delivered by the emprefs of 
Rufiia were as little adhered to as thofe prefented 
by the emprefs- queen. She alfo, by way of in* 
demnification and exchange for divers ancient 
rights, and jufl and indifputable preteniiont, 
feized on various provinces and people, whom 
fhe incorporated for ever with her empire. 

The emprefs not only folemnly promifcd her 
new fubje6ls the free and public cxercile of their 
religion, and fecurity in their property, but alfb 
declared, that looking upon them now as her dear 
children, fhe rendered them all in general, and 
without exception, equal fharcs in all the rights, 
liberties, and prerogatives which her ancient fub^ 
jccis enjoy. In return for all thefe graces and 
benefits, it is only expe6lcd that tbey will render 
themfelvcs worthy of them, by a fincere love o( 
their new country, and an inviolable attachment 
to fp magnanimous a fovereign. All the inhabit 
tants, from the highell to the lowefi, were at 
6 the 
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^he iame time ftri6lly commanded to take a fo- 
lemn oath of allegiance to her tzarian majefly, in 
the courfe of a month ; but if any of the nobility 
or landholders ftiould not chufe to conform there- 
to, they were allowed three months to fell their 
lands, and to retire freely ; after which tinie, all 
unfold lands and goods were to be con6fcated. 
The declaration alfo fecurea to the jews the free 
cxerciie of tbe'r religion, promifes that a firi6t 
diicipline fhall be obferved by the troops, ^ and 
orders that the emprefs and the grand dukQ (hould 
te prayed for in all the churches. 

As the king of Pruffia, it was fuppofed, would 
1)e confidered as highly in the charadler of ^ royal 
pbiloibpher and writer, as in that of a warrior, 9 
more clear and learned illuilration of hh rights 
was accordingly expelled from him, than from* 
the other partitioning powers. His fpecifications 
vrere ifllied under the appellation of letters patent, 
^nd were addrefled to the different orders and 
eftates by name, whether eccleliaftical or fecular, 
and to all the inhabitants in general of the terri- 
tories of Pruffia and Pomerania, hitherto poffelied 
"by the kings of Poland, and abb to thofe di/lri6l^ 
on this fide of the Nottec, hitherto appropriated 
to Great Poland. 

In thefe letters, the king lays down the follow- 
ing pofitions, which, he fays, arc fa6ls notorious 
to all who are conyerfant in hiftory, \\z. That the 
kings of Poland did many ages ago violently dif- 

H 4 fcifc 
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;.'.L :ac cuke* of Pomcrania of that part of the 
viiic jv culled I\>mcrellia ; an3 that they have alfo 
wiiix equal itJJutHce ufurpcd and detained a con- 
iiueoible diiiricl of the New Mark, lying on this 
r.iic vH :hc river Nottde ; that the dukes of Stettin 
xieic the leg-al and natural heirs of the dukc8 of 
I3^nt;sic ; that the latter line being extinguiflied, 
K> oaily as the year 1295, their territories, which 
ciHuitlcd of that city and Pomercllia, fell into the 
NaikIs of the knights of the teutonic order, from 
^Ikhu (in the courfe of fomc ages) they pafled 
14110 ihofo of the kings of Poland ; by all which 
iiicans the houfo of Stettin was deprived of its 
• ighis* ttiul prevented ever after from recovering 
uKtn ; aiul that the houfe of Brandenburgh are 
uK JH*i»* and univerfal fucceflbrs of all thofe dukes 
\%c '>avc uu^ntioncd, 

N»Vuhout iMUering into the f}'ftem of northern 

v..»:p*udcna\ many objcdtions will arife to claims 

CuiKi^^^l ^4**'^" ^^^^^^ principles ; among which the 

.ui<iK:i.<^»'' ihc hiftory of ignorant and barbarous 

.^».%>ii* »»» thole remote times, and the uncer- 

.,.*i^k tu attempting to trace marriages, fettle- 

.»^wxv •*»»'^' ddccnts, through the families of petty 

x.,x ^*'^^*i^^ names arc doubtfully prcfcrvcd in 

^v-K^ * iKuiUlry, and were fcinccly heard of be- 

. ,^ .\»i ^»^^" diliricts when they lived, are fufH- 

. . vov.ou^^ It might alfo be obfcrved, that 

,^. .».M»>[»Ci»ohcd poflcflion is acknowledged, 

y u*.*ci»al confcnt of mankind, as the moft 

certain 



1772.] EMPRESS CATHARINE H. 103 

certain and equitable title by which a right can 
be claimed in any thing, and would in itfelf be 
fiifEcicnt to preclude any claims fct up in the 
darknefs, and founded upon the rubbifti of a 
blind antiquity. 

Hiflorical fa6ls, however, militate as^ftrongly 
againil thofe claims^ as any reafons drawn from 
their nature, or the opinions and pradlice of man- 
kind. It appears that Meflvin, the laft duke of 
Dantzic, four years before^ his death, appointed 
his nephew Premiflaus, then duke, and afterwards 
king of Poland, to be his heir, and to fucceed to 
all his territories; that having communicated this 
difpofition to the Hates of the country, they 
-agreed to it, and were in his lifetime fworn to 
Premiflaus, who accordingly fucceeded him, upon 
bis death, in the year 12^5. It alio appears that 
neither the dukes of Stettin, nor thofe of Volgafl, 
^ who were the pofleflors of what is properly called 
Pomerania, ever pleaded their rights, if they had 
iuch, or laid any claim to thofe territories, though 
they frequently fliifted their mafters, and were; 
more than a century and a half in the pofleiSon 
of the teutonic knights. It might not be un- 
worthy of obfervation, that Premiflaus fucceeded 
to the, territory of Pomerellia, one hundred and 
twenty-two years before Frederic, the burgravc of 
Nurenburgh, and anccftor to the prefcnt royal 
family of Prufliii, had purchafcd the marquifate of 
Brandenburgh from the emperor Sigifinund. 

It 
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It is alfo a queftion of much doubt, whether 
Pomerellia was ever conlidered as a part of Ger- 
many, much lefs as a fief of the duchy of Po- 
merania ; the empire has always been exceflively 
tenacious of its paramount rights, and its neglc& 
of them in this inflance would be as extraordinaiy 
as the filcnt acquiefcencc of the dukes of Stettin 
in the lofs of a fief, which was guaranteed to 
them by its laws and conflitution. Perhaps it may 
be necdlefs to obferve, that in the volumes of 
treaties, to which, in the couife of fcveral ages, 
the kings of Poland and the eledlors of Brandon- 
burgh have been parties, no notice was ever taken 
of thoie claims now made by the latter ;. that if 
any fuch claims had really exiiied, they muil. have 
been long fince Cut off, by repeated and exadl 
fpecifications of limits and territories, or renounced, 
in common with all others, in return for thofe 
valuable grants and confiderations which the elec- 
toral houfe had the addrefs to obtain in its con- 
cerns with the republic ; and that ibme of thefe 
treaties took in, either as parties or guarantees, 
almoil all the great powers in Europe. Or if it 
fhould be fuppofed, that thofe claims might ariie 
from the king's pofleffion of Ducal Prullia, it 
Ihould be remembered that his right to that pro- 
vince is founded upon no better title, than what 
proceeded from the perfidy and treachery of Al- 
bert of Brandenburgh, who having, in breach of 
his trufl and oath as grand mafi.cr of the teutonic 

order. 
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order, betrayed the pofleffions which they had (b 
dearly earned with the fword, into the hands of the 
king of Poland, received that province from him 
as a lief in reward of his condu6l, and as his (hare 
of the fpoil. 

The king of Pruffia was well aware that thefe 
objedlions, as well as many others, might be made 
to the nature and juliice of his claims ; he accord- 
ingly, in the letters patent, took the trouble to 
obviate ono of the former, by fhrewdly pbferving, 
that the dukes of Stettin had never madp any re- 
nunciation of their rights to Pomercllia ; a fa£t 
which muft be as readily admitted, as that they 
never claimed or pretended any fuch rights. As 
to all others, he referred the public, as well as the 
parties concerned, to a work,' which he faid was 
then in the prcfs, (but which has not yet been 
publifhed) in which he had given to all Europe 
inconteflible proofs of his rights, confirmed by 
authentic records, and the ftrongeft arguments 
drawn from hiftory and law. 

We fliall enter into no particular difcuffion of 
the claims of this prince, upon that part o( Great 
Poland which lies bctvyeen the Draga and the 
Nottde, which he pretends to have been originally 
a part of the New March of Brandenburgh ; the 
rights here feem to be founded upon fimilar prin- 
ciples, and liable to many of the objc^lioqs which 
we have already mentioned. From this fiate, 
however, of proofs and dedudions, his prulfian 

majefty 
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majefty concludes " that the rights of Poland 
*^ to thefc provinces, having been thus in its 
" origin unjuft and vicious, cannot, according to 
^^ the unanimous opinion of all civilized nations, 
" be corre6lcd or amended by a long preicription ; 
^' but rather that the rights of the houfe of Bran- 
^ denburgh, not only to thole provinces, but alio 
^^ to the other great and important claims, iet 
^^ forth in the manifefto, remain in full force and 
" integrity.'* 

Having thus eflablifhcd * the clearnefs of bis 
titles, and the equity of his claims, this prince 
declares, that as neither his inclinations lead, nor 
any law compels him, to fufFer any longer fuch 
great and various slAs ol injuilice, he will make 
ufe of the means in his hands, not only to recover 
the provinces thus torn by Poland from his duchy 
of Pomerania and the New March of Branden- 
burgh, but that he will alfo indemnify himfelf for 
the fruits and revenues of thofe extcnfive provinces ♦ 
during this long detentibn of them. 

To this end he therefore fcizcs all that part of 
Great Poland fituated on this fide of the Nottec, 
and aUb all the territories of PruiHa and Pome- 
rania on this and on the other fide of the Viftula, 
which the kitigsof Poland have hitherto poflefled 
under the name of Polilh Prufiia ; excepting only 
Dantzic and Thorn. As the king is fully pcr- 
fuadcd that the republic of Poland, having well 
weighed his demands, as well as the circuniftatues 

attending 
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atfcndtng them, will yield to his rights, finifh all 
differences between them by amicable treaties, and 
be ready and difpofed to make equitable conven- 
tions therein ; he therefore exhorts and commands 
the people to fubmit themfelves voluntarily to his 
dominion, to acknowledge him for their lawful 
king and mailer, demean themfelves as faithful 
and obedient fubjedls, and abftain from all com- 
munication with the kingdom of Poland. As a 
farther and immediate pledge of their fubmiffion, 
they are commanded to do homage, and to take 
the oaths of allegiance and fidelity, in fuch man- 
ner as fhall be fpecified to them, at fo iliort a date 
as the 27th of September, though the letters 
patent were only ligned on the 13th of the fame 
month. 

Upon a firidi and immediate compliance with 
thele conditions, the inhabitants of thofe provinces 
are promifcd to be maintained in their pofleffions 
and rights, whether ecclcfiaftical or civil, and 
efpecially thofe of the church of Rome, in the 
free exercifc of their religion ; and that, in general 
they fhall be fo governed, that every fenfible in- 
habitant fhall find rcafon to be content and happy, 
and have no caufe to regret this change. But if, 
on the contrary, any perfon fhould prefume to 
difobey thofe orders, either by any a6l or negledl, 
or fhould in any wife render hirafelf guilty, or even 
Juffe5led.o{ hifidclity and difobedience, fuch de- 
linquents are threatened, without exception of 

perfons. 
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peribns^ with all thofe puniihments, which are 
ufual in fuch cafes. 

No fccurity, cither of pcrfon or property, h 
granted by the letters patent, to thofe who from 
principles of honour or confcience, or a diflike to 
foreign laws and a military governmei^^ would 
fooner abandon their country than be guilty of a 
violation of the one^ or fubmit to a compliance 
with the other ; as little regard is fhewi^ to the 
rights of thofe who arc abfcnt in other countries, 
and who, from the fliortnefs of the time, cannot 
poffibly comply with the terms prefcribcd. The 
fame difregard to the eftablifhed rights of man- 
kind are fhewn in the Auftrian fpecifications, by 
which no alternative is allowed to thofe who do 
not chufe to accept of the terms propofed, nor 
afe they even informed, whether they are to be 
governed by their own laws, or by any other, the 
will of the count de Pcrgen being the only code 
that was then communicated to them. The em- 
prefs of Ruflia, indeed, allowed three months to 
thofe who fhould not be willing to fubmit to her 
government, to difpofe of their efledls, with liberty 
then to depart where they pleafe, which, though 
much too fliort a time to anfwer any efFedlual 
purpofe, carried with it, however, fomc appearance. 
of equity and humanity, of which the other two 
powers fecmed totally regardlef^?. Thcfc, how- 
ever, are matters that could onlv affccl the land- 
holders or the opulent traders^ the bulk of the 

people 
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l?^opIe being confidered as annexed to the foil| 
^"^uich they muft till, and raife recruits for the ' 
^^tnics : as for the others, in the prefent righteous 
*yftein of difpoling of the rights of nations and of • 
the property of mankind, confifcations might, 
probably, form no inconfiderable part of the great 
Objecfts in view. 

Whilft the three great powers were thus making 
a fpoil of Poland, the unhappy king of that coun- 
try was a fort of an honourable prifoncr in his 
capital : furrounded with foreign troops, it was 
not yet time he fhould quit it; and he muft 
not only wait to be a fpe6lator of the diflblution 
of his country, but was alfo doomed to light the 
funeral pile with bis own hand. Such is the 
power of habit, that thofe who have loft all regard 
to the eflence of juftice, are ftill fcrupulous ad- 
mirers of its forms. Thus the powers in queftion, 
not fatisfied with the title to their new acquifi- 
tions, which they derived from force in the firft 
jnftance, apply to the iame force, for a better, in 
the fecond ; and think to fandlify their violence, 
by obtaining feme of the outward forms of a legal 
right : as if the violence that makes a man de- 
liver his right was lefs juftiliablc than that which 
obliges him to fign a writing to his own dcftruc- 
lion. 

J 773. The indignant Poles cried out againft 
the injuftice. They claimed the intervention of 
the potentates guarantees of the treaty of Oliva ; 

a treaty 
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a treaty that had afliired to them the integrity 
of their territory, ami which had long been re- 
garded as the grand charter of the north. Some 
of thefe potentates made remonftrances, no lc6 
unavailing than the complaints of the Poles. Not 
content with having already feized on a part of 
the provinces of Poland, the three imperial and 
royal fpoliators infided that a diet (hould (blemnljr 
make to them the ceffion of thefe provinces. 

Under the influence, therefore, of this tender 
regard to the forms of equity, the miferies of an 
undone king and of a ruined people were to ' be 
aggravated by an unprofitable and unheard-of 
infult. A diet was to be fummoned with the 
bayonet at its breafts. Some perfons were forced, 
a few others procured, and the king himielf 
obliged to attend this meeting. The bufiuefi 
was but fhort. The juftice, equity, magnanimity, 
and friendfliip of the partitioning powers were 
extolled in the higheft degree ; their undoubted 
right to every' thing they chofe to take acknow- 
ledged in the fulleft terms ; and every inftrument 
they thought proper to prefent immediately exe- 
cuted. 

Of all the extraordinary a6ls of the three par- 
titioning powers, none fcemcd more fo, or were. 
perhaps more iacomprehcnfible, than their con- 
duel refpcdling the convocation of a diet. They 
urged in the njanifefto, with the moft preffing 
earnefineis^ the whole polifli nation to lay afide 

their 
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their apimofities^ io order that a diet might be 
legally aflembled^ one of the principal avowed: 
objects of which was to ratify t^ofe arrangements . 
they had already decreed, and to acknowledge 
their right in the equivalents they had ieized. 
Upon finding that the king and the ienate did . 
not enter into this meafure with the alacrity, 
^hich they wiflied,' they loft all ^pearance of 
temper; and, , forgetful of the rcCptA due either-, 
to a king or a republic, renewed the demand in 
terms, and enforced it with menaces, equally un-« 
worthy of both. 

The diet was immediately convoked and a£-. 

iembled*. Promiies and money were lavifhed to . 

.gain over the deputies. Neverthelefs the majority 

of the diet for a long time refufed their conient 

to the difmemberment. Provoked at a refiftance 

^^hich had not been expedled, the minifters of the 

three courts threatened the diet with the full ani- 

madverfion of their fovereigns. They faid, that 

they would caufe the king to be arrefted ahd de-; 

7X>ied; and it was privily circulated by their 

cmiflaries, that if the diet refufed its compliance^ 

^arfiiw fhould be delivcrqd up to pillage. By 

TCpeated allurements and ftratagems, the confent 

of the diet was at length obtained. Tt iilued at 

the iame time a decree to confine to ^a fmall num- 

§ 

* The 19th of April 1773. 
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ber of days the time of their fittings*, and it ap* 
pointed ccmiiniffioners to fettle with the minifters 
of the three courts the conditions of the partitioa. 
It may eafily. be imagined that thefe conditioaa 
nvere di<5lated by the mioiflers them&lves. Thejr 
were figned in the month of September jhi^ 
lowing. 

Somd nobles of the ufurped proyinces had the 
courage to proteli again fl the treaty^ and to pub- 
fifh manifeftos. But of what avail were thefe Ibli- 
laiy exclamations again fl numerous armies ? 

Previous to the convocatioa c^ the diet, and 
during the whole of its continuance, the king had 
loudly declared againfi the partition, Notwicb* 
ftanding this^ it was pretended that he fecretly 
fiivoured it^ and pcrlons who knew his former 
devotion to Ruffia, could not perfuade themfelvea 
that he would now give it up. 

As icon as the acceflion to the treaty of partt«* 
tkm was voted, feveral of the principal memben 
ef the diet repaired to the king, and reproached 
him (liarply with the ruin of their countn-; The 
monarch at iirlt anfwered them with gcntlencls. 
But, foon perceiving that his moderatioa only 
fi.'rveil to embolden them and to provoke ireih 
inudts, he aMe up, threw his hat upon the floor,. 
at)d faid to them haughtily* '^ Gentlemen, I am 
•• \vcar\ of harLcnipg to \ou. The partition of 
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** our unhappy country is a confcqucnce of ydui* 
•* ambition^ of your diflenfions, and your eternal 
'^ dffputea. It is to yourfclves alone that you 
^^ ought to attribute your misfortunes^ As fbf 
*^ mc, if no more territory (hoold be left nrtc than 
*^ could be covered by this hdt, I (hould fldvcrthc^ 
^ Icfs be ftill, in the eyes of all Europe, your 
** lawful^ but urihapi^y king/* 

By th^ difmemberment of Poland, it lolt nearly 
five millions of inhabitants. The country that 
.(ell t6 llufiia^ and which was the moft exteniive^ 
contained one million five hundred thoufand. That 
which Auilria had^ two million five hundred thoti* 
iand, on a territory far lefs extenlive. PruiBa acquir«» 
ed only eight hundred and fixty thoufand fouls* t 
but (he was compenfated by the commerce and the 
vicinity of the Vifhik, and by the city of Dantide> 

* Raflla acquired three thoafand four tiondred and fort/ 
Iquaie kagacs^ Aaftria two thoufand feven hundred, and Praflia 
mne hundred* The countrj ofuiped by Ruflia had for its limita 
the river Vellai from its fource to the place where it falb into 
theNieinen« and the river Bercezina, as Bir as Rjefieka, whM 
it empties idelf into the Dniepr«— Auftria took the whole of 
the left bank of the Viftuhi> from the fait mines as far as the 
mouth of the Viro»» tb* palatinate of Beltchj Red'^RufBa^ and 
the greater part of Volhynla.— Frederic took po&flion of Bibb- 
ing and the whole of poliih Pruffia^ excepting the cities of 
Dantzic aiid Thotne* which he afterwards feized on* 

I 1 of 
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of which Frederic had already laid the jian, oi 
rendering himfelf mafter*. 

The three courts who thus appropriated to . 
themfclves the fpoils of Poland, were aot un* 
mindful at the fame time of putting it in a date 
of impoflibility ever to regain what they had now - 
been ufurping from it. However dangerous the 
form of its government might have been^ they 
were determined , to render it flill more Cfnropt. 
.They.caufed full powers to be granted to the ccmi- 
miilioners of the diet, to employ thcmfelves^ in 
concert with them or their miniflers, in making 
die changes required by the oonftitution of the 
i^public ; and^ under the fpecious pretext of cor« 

* Even fo hte as the year l^67t the emprefs of RaiBa coiu 
doded a* treaty with the Daatzicken^ by which (he engaged 
them to join in the confederation of the diffidents, and ia 
which, beiides renewing and confirming the former guaranleet, 
ihe engages in the ftrongeft terms, for the maintaining of that 
city, in all its rights, liberties, privileges, cuftoms, religioos or 
civil ; and efpecially in the pofleffion of Its territories and lands ; 
alfo in its right of navigation, commerce, port, coinage, and 
garrifon, without any diminution thereof; (he alfo engages, that 
if a war (hould be the confequence of the preient di(ren(ions, and 
that it (hould fuftain any injury, either as to its goods, revenues, 
or rights, thereby, it (hould not only receive full reparation for 
its lo(rcs at the conclufion of a peace ; but that befides, all its 
rights and privileges (hall be again rooft ftrongly guaranteed^ 
not only by herfelf, but alfo by all the other high powers who 
were engaged with her in the caufe of the diflidcnts. Such is 
the faith and fecurity of treaties. 

redlinjr 
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refling its defedls, they aggravated them fb as to 
render them incurable* 

After conferences prolonged by repeated delajrs^ 
a new diet was aflembled, in which the minifters 
of the three courts propofed their plan of refbrmi 
The diet was more tumultuous arid more untra6l- 
able than the preceding; and, in fpite of the 
influence of the ruffian minifter, who caufed his 
Secretary to read the new projeft of the coniiitu^ 
tion^ this projedl was at firft rejedled*. 

By 

* It if too carious for us not to introdace here the bafet 
of It, as well as the preamble of the captious memorial which 
the minifters of the three courts prefented at the fame time. • 

*' The courts are fo (Irongly interefted in the pacification 
^ of Poland, that while the bufinefi is in hand of preparing 
<* the trefcies for being iigned and ratified^ their miniftert 
'' think that not an inftant fhould be loft, of that inefiimable 
'* interval, for refhiring order and tran^illit 7 to that kidg.* 
<' dom. We (hall now therefore comrnunicato to the com.* 
** miflion, a part of thofe fundamental laws, to- the accepft 
«' ance whereof our courts will not pectelt any obftacle or 
•• delay* .*.»•* 

«' I. The crown of Poland (hall be eleftive /ir «r#r, ind 
^ all order of fucceffion (hall remain prohibited. Any per.i 
" (on who (hall attempt to infringe th2i law (hall be declared an 
«« eitemy of the country, and profecut<*d as (^h." 

** 2. Foreigners who afpire to the throne^ ocGa(ioning nK)ft 
'* frequently divifions and troubles, (hall heneeforwaid be c^clu- 
•* ded, and a law (hall be paded, that in future none but a Pok 
* * by parentage, bom a gentleman, (hall be capable of being 
«< ele^d king of Poland and grand duke of Lithuania. The 
< < fon or grandfon of a king (hall not be eligible immediatdy after 

13 " the 
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By tfaciib laws the bou(e of* Saxony and other 
foreign princes^ who might have preferved tba 
integrity of the remnant of Poland^ were ^clu* 
de4 from the throne, the libenim veto, with the 
other dangerous priinicges of the nobilityi^ con* 
firmed, and all the diforders perpetuated. 

' l^tackelberg was ilill ambaflador from Gatha* 
rine at Wariaw*. More pliant than Repntn> ho 
was neither lefi haughty nor lels addi<^ed to ia«' 



-i*«- 



'' the death of his father* or of his grandfather ; and he ih^U 
f not be fo till after the bterval of two reigns. 

«* |. The government of Poland {hall be, and (hall continue 
^' (ok ever a free $ni independent goverQmeni« and of the re» 
f« paUican foi^iu 

^ i^ The troe principles of that gOTermnenrcoofiiUi^.iii 
n tn exaA obferfanee of the laws, and in the eqa^briam of 
H the three orders* viz. the kiag» the ienate* and the no. 
u biUty» a permameat council (hall be eftablilhed to which 
i« i^w be attributed the executive power* Into this council 
•• Audi be adnitted perfons of the rank of nobilitjr* who have 
•* beea hitherto excloded fcom the adminiftratiofi of aftaifs^ \n. 
•• the interval of the diets/' kt. 

* Ic ia well known that of all the Poles, the king was hia 
fer whom Stackelbetg had the kaft rei^iea. Whenever he was 
m oo^ipany with that prince, he aied to place himfclf without 
ceremony belbte bimi with his back to the fire, and holding 
up the ikins of his coat«f— The king one day paid a vifit to 
Stackelberg^ He was dealing the cards at a game of pharao^ 
and without quitting hia ph^, he iat ftiU and (hewed the king 
a chair, making a Cgn to him to fit down. Every perfon at 
WaHaw was pUinly convinced t|)at the raflum mimftcr was the 

ffal king in that cupita}. 

trigue. 
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frigtie. By dexterity and corrqptidn he ' gained 
Over the majority of the deputies, and the diet 
approved of the new form of government. It 
feemed proper now that this pernicious plan of 
government, eftlibliihed by Ruffia, Auftria^ and 
PhilAia^ihould be maintained and upheld by tfaolb 
powers! but .they delayed not to take advantage 
of its defc6l6 to bring it to total deibtnAiofi. 

-The pruffian troops, froni their firft entrance 
into the dominions of Poland, without the pre- 
tence^ or colour of war, oSt^d in every ttCpc&, m 
if they h»d come to revenge unparalleled injuries 
in the country of the moft odious cinemy ; and 
even exceeded what is pra6li(ed upon thofe oc« 
cafiona between civiliecd nationsw Their monareh 
feemed^upon this occaiton to bbve exhauAad the 
whole of his fertile get^ius^ in finding out ne# 
modes of rapine, oppreffion, and tyrahny. No 
ferms were obferved, no nfieiifureis were kept, and 
«vea the ordinary appearanees and tropt>iiig8 of 
juftice were ihameleisly tbnown by. - ^ 

It bas been computed, that at a modtmte 
efiimatioQ he carried off, in the courle of tbe 
year 177 1 y from the province of Great PolilntI 
and the adjoining difiri^^ tw^elve thdufimd fii- 
miliea, who were lent, with tbdr cflfedls^ to fbofk 
the barren iiinds and bleak wilds of bis herecUttny 
dominions. In the iame year he publiflicd an 
cdi&, commanding every perfon, under the fe- 
vcreft penalties^ and efen corporal puntAiment^ 

I 4 to 
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Genoany and alt the neighbouring countries, we 
may perhaps find realbn not to think the fum 
much exaggerated. 

Exceffivc contributions were at firft cxlorted, 
which were afterwards doubled and trebled, both 
in Great Poland and Royal Pruilia. Unbcard-of 
gabelles were at length impofed, and the pro- 
tcilant cities of Dantzic and Thornc*, furroundcd 
with cuftoro houfes, al which exorbitant duties 
were levied upon all the neceflaries of life, as 
they were carried into market. In a word, the 
cxa^ons from the abbies, convents, cathedrals, 
and nobles, were fo exorbitant, and at length 
grew fo much beyond their abilities, that the 
canons of Gnefna {hut up the church, and aban- 
doned their cathedral ; the pricfts lied from theic 
cures, the monks from their monafteries, and the 
nobles from their cftatcs. Thofe whom age or 
infirmities prevented from flying, were bound 
band and foot, and carried off as criminals. 

In the mean time, the young men were every 

" The city of Thornc found as li[i!c fccurity in the king 
of Ptuffia'i declintion, as ibat of Danizic The fame fo- 
Icmn mockery of rcafon and jufllce was however prefervcd 
apon ihis occaiion, which had been difplayed upon (he other; 
and the delicacy was ilill to be obferved of not lakirg the 
eiiy by force, at the famt lime that iheit letriiories and reve- 
nitei were fcized upon, cullom and excife oiliceit cccfted al 
tfieirptes, &nd heavy gabelle^ (which would have amounted <a 
ptol^bittoni, if they had been laid apon any ihing bui the 
ne«eAMei of life) levied upon every article ihat entered 
ibem, 

where 
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iMii ijouituioo» whtcb had been for ibme ages an 

^ftpj^i g<' uuremitting attention with moft of the 

Uitfso< lsurope« It ihew^ us the ruin of cme 

^»<tti «uia aiKMcnt flate^ and an almofl unparalleled 

•%%^MikitOu in the internal government of another*. 

I .^ikc ihc fiatefinan may here behold the incffin^ 

.w^w sH treaties^ guarantees, and iandions, the 

•^.HMiij|>her and citizen of thp world will ihed a 

,wiic oa the utter fubverfion of almoft all' the 

wMMiuing monuments of public liberty; and 

.«i;uible for the very few that yet continue. ? 

I1ie violent difmemberment and partition of 

Inland, without the pretence of war, or even the 

cUour of right, is to be confidered as the firft 

^s^tv ffccai breach in the modern political iyfte ai 

^>{ t^urope. It is not (faid the politicians of tho 

v\Huiueut) fapping by degrees the conilitution of 

;^( great weftcrn republic ; it is laying the axe 

t; 04KV to the root, in fuch a manner as threatenis 

v^^ u>tal overthrow of the whole. Such is tlj^. 

vvskIuIou of mankind^ that we arc ever in ex- 

.uuKvi; and when we have carried any one to 

;x jj^ivtttcrt extent of evil or folly, we fly* back 

^A^ v^jual v\olcnce to its oppofitc. The furprifc 

^\ v\ ks>wn» the invafion of an infignificant province, 

.H v»V> cUh') ion of a prince, who had neither abili-i 

»s*\ lo N^ fcao'd, nor virtues to be loved, would 

s\iK"N^N^»'^ **r^^ '^•'^^'^ armed one half of Europe, 

.U \>*K^l •^*"'l'^ *^^' ^^^ attention of the other, 

• Sweden, 177;. 
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We now behold the defthidlioh of a great king- 
doniy with the cbnfequent diiarrangement of 
pdwer^ dominion^ and commerce, with as total 
an indifference and unconcern, as we could read 
an account of the exterminating one horde of 
Tartars by another, in the days of Tfchinghis* 
khan tur Tamerlane. 

The idea of conlidering Europe as a vaft com- 
monwealth ; of the feveral parts being diftindl 
and (eparate, though politically and commercially 
united ; of keeping them independent, though 
unequal in power; and of preventing anyone, 
by any means, from becoming too powerful for 
the rei), was great aqd liberal, and, though the 
refult of barbarifm, was founded upon the moft 
enlarged principles of the wifeft policy. It is 
owing to this fyftem, that this . imall part of the 
weftern world has acquired fo aftonifhing (and 
otherwife unaccountable) a fuperiority over tho 
reft of the globe. The fortune and glory of 
Greece proceeded from a fimilar fyftem of policy, 
though formed upon a fmallcr fcale. Both her 
fortune and glory expired along with the fyftem. 

Some of. the moft defert provinces in Afia havct 
be<;n repeatedly the feats of arts, arms, commerce, 
and literature. Thefc potent and civilized nations 
have repeatedly perifhed, for want of any union 
or fyftem of policy of this nature. Some Scythian, 
or other barbarian, has been fufFercd, unnoticed, 
to fubdue his neighbouring tribes ; each new 

conqueft^ 
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eonqueil was made an inftnnnent to the fucceed* 
ing ; until at length become irreliftible^ he fwept 
lirhole empires with their arts and feiences off the 
face of the earth. In the fame manner a banditti^ 
who were afterwards called Romans^ were ibf&red 
to accumulate power, until they had fubdoed the 
braved and fierceft nations, and became the 
mailers and deftroyers of the beft part of the world. 
Each Aate looked on with indifFerence, or enjoyed 
a malignant pleafure at the ruin of its neighbour^ 
without refle<5ling that the weapons and poWer of 
which he was deprived would be quickly employed 
to its own deflru6lion. 

It will not be denied, that the idea of fuppofiisg 
a balance of power has in fcxne cafes been carried 
' to an extreme ; that by artfully employing it to 
operate upon the pallions and jealoufies of man* 
kind, it has been made an engine fubfervient ' to 
the defigns of intereiled and ambitious peribns, 
and has perhaps thereby been produdlive of ibme 
unneceflary wars. The fame obje6lions^ with 
Others, might be made to that glorious jealoufy^ 
with refpe<5l to civil liberty, which has been the 
admiration and envy of all ages ; which for the 
happinefs of mankind fliould fubfift in full -vigour 
in every ftate in the world, and to their misibr* 
tune and punifhment is fcarcely alive in a few^ 
jSven that, the nobleft quality of the human mind^ 
has been productive of wars and of other evils. 

We are not to look for perfedlion in any thing 

thai 
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that we are capable of undcrfiamling. Alt haman 
regulations are interrmxed with evil and error i 
aad all that is in our power, is to adopt thofe 
which are the cleared from both« The Tame prin* 
ciples that make it incumbent upon the patriotic 
member of a republic to watch with the (lri6teft 
attention the motions and dcfigns of his powcrfdi 
fellow-citizenSy fhould equally operate upon the 
difierent ^tes, in fuch a community as Europe^ 
who are alio the great members of a larger com*- 
monwealth. Wars, however it may be lamented, 
are inevitable in every ilate of human nature ; 
th^ may be deferred^ but they cannot be wboUy 
avoided ; and to purcbafe prcfent quiet at the price 
a£ future fecurity, ia undoubtedly a cowardice of 
the mod d^rading and baled nature. 

We find however, that it has been at all timet 
the ianguagt of a voluptuous and frivolous age, 
that while a ilate is flouriihing within ttTelf, and 
iuffers no iounediate injury from others, it has no 
concern in the quarrels, intereds, or misfortunea 
qf its neighbours. At fuch a time, that fdfidh* 
oefs which looks only to the prefent nK)menty be- 
comes a fafhion, if not the dandard of policy ; it 
ia as painful then to look forward, ^ as it is to tbofe 
who have weak nerves to look down a precipice ; 
treaties, alliances, and a common caufe^ are ex- 
ploded, as matters which do not concern the pre- 
fimt day ; and all enlarged ideas, of general juf- 
tioe^ of a politicftl equ^ity, and of remote^ though 

certain 
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certain confequences^ are ridicufed as the dreams 
of lunatics. 

How far fuch a defcription may be at prelent 
applicable to a confiderable part of Europe, we 
fhall not pretend to determine ; in particular, how 
far the infular fituation of Great Britain weakens 
the application of thefe general principles with 
regard to her, may be a quefiion. It may not, 
however, be altogether an hazardous opinion, that 
a (ingle man, call out from the laws, the protec- 
tion, and the commerce of his whole fpecies, might 
in thac folitary lituation, with as rational and well- 
grounded a probability, propofe to himfelf coi^- 
venience apd fecurity, as any (ingle fiate, in the 
prefcnt political and phy(ical (late of Europe, 
could expe6i: independence and (afety, uncon*^ 
nedled with all the others. \ 

It will be difficult for pofterity to know which 
moft to admire, the great power of Rudia, or the 
magnificence of its emprefs, when they are in* 
formed, that in the courfe of fo long, (b expen(ive, 
and (b widely extended a war, her difburfements, 
whether in rewards to her generals and officers, in 
prefents to learned men, in the encouragement, 
of arts, or in the purchafe of libraries, (latueSp 
pi6lures, antiques, and jewels, infinitely exceed 
thofc of any late or prefent european prince except 
Lewis XIV. Among many inftances of this na- 
ture which might be given, a diamond (rf" an 
enormous (ize which fhc purcbafed this year may 

1 be 
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be fufficient* This diamond, which weighs fevei* 
hundred and feventy-nine carats, was brought 
(bme years before by a greek gentleman from 
Ifpahan to Holland, and depofited for fecurity in 
<he bank, till he could meet with a purchafcr ; the 
greatneis of the price would have made this dif-! 
ficult, if the cmprefs of Ruffia had not exiftcd. 
She paid upwards of one hundred thousand pounds 
fierling for it, befides fettling a penlion for lif« 
upon the gentleman, amounting to little leis than 
a thbuiand pounds fterling a-year. 

While Catharine was acquiring by negotiations 
a part of the provinces of Poland, her armies 
continued to ravage the frontiers of Turkey. For- 
tune however was not always favourable to her. 
Fourteen thoufand Ruflians, in attempting to 
pais the Danube at Grcorgefn, were furprifcd * by 
Dagheftan-Ali pafha, and fix hundred of them 
remained prifoners with the Turks. The young 
prince Repnin was of that number. He was con- 
veyed to Conftantinople, and fhut up in the caftle 
of feven towers, to which he was led in cavalcade, 
with the other prifoners who had been formerly 
taken, amounting in the whole to about three 
thoufand, through the flreets of that city ; exhi- 
biting by this means a kind of political triumph, 
calculated to flatter national vanity, and to keep 
up the fpirits of the people. An Engliflian, 

• At Giurgevo. 

•VOL. ir. K named 
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a..<u '-Mice in the fervice of Ruflia, diftin- 
.m..;x\i 'j-inicl:* in an extraordinary manner at 
.•o.t:;,t!ii- He iprung, with no lefs agility than 
xiv.iic?^ ever the heads and the fabres of the 
:itti:>^ iitd tell into the river, which he croiled 
*v *%Mnirting. 

>i;u 'mI Roman tzof crofled the Danube, in 
v-iiio :o luarch direcSl to Siliflria. Fourfcore thou- 
A44U Htrks were encamped on the adjacent heights^. 
Vs:'^*<5J Veiflinann attacked them ; they fliut 
.;v*H:Cives up in the town. Roman tzof marched 
M^ V it the following day. The grand vizir had 
^^KtjikJY detached from his army fifty thoufand men 
Vc the purpofe of relieving Siliftria. Romantzof 
t^vteil his retreat during the night ; but he was 
b«duu^U\l by the Turks, who killed a great number 
v»t' hi* people. Obliged to repafs the Danube, 
l\*t jprneral went and encamped near Yablonitch 
i^) V^lakhia. 

I1>e grand vizir occupied the left bank of the 
IVuibc. A detachment of his army defeated a 
vW^tUcruble body of Ruffians at Rofkana. Thefe 
KWimte Uittles often turned out to the advantage 
ssr tSc Ottomans. 

\>i the Diinube was the boundary between the 

VHttv" «nnics, it became of courfc the fcene of 

NHK'«v«\i n<^tion ; its wide extended waters, its 

;i"^tvfc< *^^^l '^^ banks, affording cndlcfs opportu- 

..;..v^ ^'^ ^^•^^ defuUory kind of war, which confifts 

^;H»iac*l7 night and ambufcades by day, of 

alternate 
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alteiiiate flight and purfuit^ and in which from 
the vicinity of the hoftile troops, and the facility 
of embarkation and delcent, neither reft nor fe- 
curity is to be obtained on either fide. A bloody, 
ruinous kind of warj which foon devours great 
armies ; and in which lives are loft without effedi^ 
and courage exerted without honoun 

This deftrudlive kind of war was not, however, 
a matter of choice with the Ruffians ; and the 
Turks were too Ikilfully commanded to forego the 
advantages which the nature of the country and 
the river afforded. To them, who were at home, 
and abounded with men, the lofs of lives, if at- 
tended with no other confequence, was produdtive 
of no real weaknefs ; while on the fide of the 
Ruffians every lofs was irreparable^ or, at beft> 
could fcarcely be fupplied fooner than the end of 
the campaign. In fuch circumflances, it would 
be wrong to judge from events : nor were the 
ruffian generals blamable for ufing their utmoft 
efforts to bring matters to an immediate crifis on 
the other fide of the Danube, as it was the only 
means by which they could change the nature of 
the war, and prefer ve their beft troops from 
mouldering away in ineffcdlual fervice. On the 
other hand it muft be acknowledged^ that the grand 
vizir, by not foregoing any of the advantages, and 
by making the beft ufe of the means that were in 
bis power, by preferving the grand army whole, 
and by wifely abflaining from a general engage- 

K 2 ment 



131 IIFB OP TH& ■ [1773* 

mint, though frequently urged t6 it, at the fame 
time, that .by repeatedly pouring detachments 
upon them, he kept the Ruflians in hot and con- 
tinued aiSion, undoubtedly performed in this cam- 
paign the part of a great captain. 

Difcorttented, however, at perceiving that her 
armies had not lately been gaining new vi^oriesi 
Catharine fent difpatchcs to marfhal Romantzof^ 
definng to be informed why be did not give battle. 
The general returned for anfwcr, that it was be- 
caufe the graAd vizir had three times more people - 
than hoj and might eafily find his advantage in 
fucli an event. — Cathnriiie wrote immediately in 
reply, " Tlie Romans never alkcd after the num* 
" berof their cnomicp, but where they were, in 
'' order lo fight them." 

Some trifling engagemcnis which happened be- 
tween the hoftilc pdwcrs on the Eu\inc, anfwered 
no other purpofo than to rtiew, ih:it from the ' 
badnels of their vcfic!-, and the wrctchcdnefs of 
their friilor?, the one was nearly as ill framed to 
acquire, as the oiher was lo preferve, the dominion 
of that boiilerous gulf. 

The ruffian operations in the Levant were not 
this year attended with any great eclat, or pro- 
ductive of any corjfidcrablc advantages. Their 
force, however, at the bcgiiming of the cam[)aign, 
feemed, by the accounts of it that were published, 
to have been pretty confidcrabic ; and it is lliid to 
have confifted of fe\'cnteen fliips of the line, of 
which 
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which three were unfit for fcrvice, thirteen flout 
frigates from twenty-two to forty-four guns, three 
cnglifh veflels (which they had purchafed)of twenty 
guns each, and a number of fmall ragufan and du- 
leignot veflels, which, with galliots, chebeqiies, 
and chebequins, amounted in the whole to about 
fifty. The complement of men which the ruflian 
ihips brought from the Baltic was about fourteei) 
thoufand : but of thefe many had died, and num- 
bers were unfit for fervicc : the fmallcr veflels of 
different kinds were manned by three thoufand five 
hundred Greeks and Albanians. Thefe, who were 
fit for nothing but a piratical war, committed many 
robberies on the fhips of all nations, and had" long 
been the fcourge and ruin of the greci:in iflands. 

The ifle of Paros, antiently famous for its winQ 
and its marble, but rendered immortal by its fta- 
tuarics, had long been the principal ftation of the 
Ruflians. Though the fituation of this ifland, it 
lying about midway between the Morea and the 
Lefler Afia, might feem in fome refpe6ls to render 
it an eligible ftation, it fecms in many others to be 
greatly defedive : among thefe, its diftance from 
cither coaft, particularly from that of the Lefler 
Afia, might be confidered as a principal objection; 
and its fmallnefs and barrennefs made it an un- 
comfortable place of refrcfliment and recovery for 
fuch great numbers. It indeed feems furpriflng, 
that after the extraordinary fortune by which they 
dcfiroyed the turkifli fleet, a»d thereby became 

K 3 the 
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the uncontrolled (bvereigns of thofe fcas, the Ruf* 
flans fhould not, in fo many years, have been able 
to poflefs themfelvesofanyoneconfiderableifland, 
which by its produces might have been a fupport in 
their enterprifes, and by its ftrength a fecurity in 
cafe of misfortune. 

A ftridl connexion and alliance had long fab* 
lifted between the Ruffians in the Mediterranean^ 
Ali-bey, and the fheik Daher ; and the latter were 
frequently affifted in their attempts upon the 
turkifh ports on the coafls of Syria and Palcftine, 
by the ruffian (hips, who occalionally landed troops 
and artillery for that purpofe. They alfo fupplied 
them with fome officers, engineers, and a few hun- 
dreds of Greeks and Albanians, to manage their 
artillery. Previous to Ali-bcy's departure for the in- 
vafion of Egypt, he fent, in the beginning of the . 
year, one of his principal officers and boibm 
friends,.to the ifle of Paros, to renew and ftrength- 
en the alliance with count Orlof^ and to negotiate 
the affiftancc he ftiould require in the progrefs of 
his cnterprife, as well as to difcover the extent of 
the friendfhip and protection he might cxpc6t in 
cafe of misfortune. This envoy having met with 
as kind a reception as he could wifh, carried back 
a letter from count Orlof, in which he promifed 
Ali-bey every affiftancc in his power, and pledged 
himfelf, in the moft facred manner, that he fhould 
never be abandoned, and that in the worft extre- 
mity he (hould find an afylum in the ruffian em- 
pire^ 



I 
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pirc, where he fhould be as highly refpeiled as he 
had been in Egypt. The defeat and death of this 
bold and unfortunate adventurer^ put an end to 
the hopes of advantage which the Ruflians would 
have had a right to entertain^ if he had fucceeded 
in recovering the pofleflion of that country. 

The Ruffians, in the month of April, or the be- 
ginning of May, made an unfuccefsful deicent 
upon the illand of Negropont, in which they fuf^ 
fered great lofs, the Turks having totally cut off 
all the men that were landed. They foon after- 
wards quitted the illand of Paros entirely, the fick, 
with part of the fleet, being fent to Leghorn, 
where they fixed an hofpital, and the fhips were 
lefitted ; the reft were employed in cruizes or ex- 
peditions. They likewife made feverd defcents 
upon the iflands of Cyprus, Candia, and others, 
which were attended with no other advantage than 
the obtaining plunder ; they were not, however, at 
all times fuccefsful in thefe attempts, and four facks 
full of ruffian heads were fent from Stanchio to 
Conftantinople, as a proof of the reception which 
they met with in that ifland. 

Catharine had for fome time been meditating a 
marriage for the grand duke: but as that prince 
feemed to be of a weak habit, and a cold conftitu- 
tion, fhe feared left he might be little difpofed to 
give heirs to the empire. Her confidants foou 
found the means for difpelling her fears. They 
engaged a young polifh widow, named Sophia 

K 4 Offipovna 
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Offipovna Ufhakova Chartorynflca*, to make an 
attempt with her charms on the heart of the prince. 
Mademoifclle Sophia confented ; and (he bore bim 

a fon, who received at the font the name of Simeon 

« 

Vclikoi-f". 

From that time the emprefs bent her thoughts 
on the choice of a fit confort for the grand duke. 
In this, however, (he found hcrfclf fomewhat cm*' 
barraflcd. She wi(hcd not for a princefs who might 
probably become her rival, and who, profiting by 
her example, was capable of forming attempts on 
licr throne and her life. She was rather in (earch 
of one who had neither the faculties nor the de- 
fire of rendering herfelf formidable. The emprels 
at length fixed her views on the three daughters of 
the landgrave of Heflfc-Darmftadt. Catharine in- 
vited the three fillers, with their mother, to accom- 
pany them to her court. How contrary foevcr to 
long-eftabliflied cufl:om this propofal might appear, 
the landgrave of Hefle-Darmftadt accepted it with- 

• The widow Cbartorynlka was afterwards married to count 
Gregory Razumofsky, who was with her at Paris in 1788, an4 
retired to Laufanne at the beginning of the French revolution* 

+ Simeon Velikoi was of a gentle and modefl difpofition. and 
great care had been taken with his education. Entered at an 
early period in the navy, he ferved during the fwedilh war under 
that deferving englilh officer, captaip Trevenen, in the capacity 
of lieutenant of a man of war, then being one of the twelve of- 
ficers fent by the emprefs to learn the art of navigation in Eng^ 
land : he a^ed as a volunteer in the engliih navy, and died in the 
Wcft-lndics in 1797. 

3 out 
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out hefitation. That princcfs was ambitious; and 

therefore (he liftened only to the hope of placing 

one of her daughters on the throne of Ruffia : fhe 

iet out for Peterfburg. The emprefs received her 

with magnificence, and loaded her with prefents** 

After having had time to fori^i a judgment of the 

three young princeflcs, Catharine chofe for the 

ipoufe of the grand duke the princcfs Wilhelmina, 

who embraced the Greek orthodox fyftem of 

faith •{•, and was joined in wedlock to the heir of 

the tzars:}:. 

Prince 

* She even infifled that the landgrave (hould permit her to 
defray the whole expence of her journey thither. 

+ The ceremony of the future grand duchefs's profeffionof the 
greek faith was performed Auguft 26, in the chapel of the winter 
palace^ After abjuring her former religion^ and making a (hort 
ipeech to the metropolitan archbifhop of St. Peterfburg, (he was 
anointed by him according to the rites of the orthodox greek 
church, and baptized into that faith by the name of Natalia 
Alexievna, and the next morning was betrothed to the grand duke 
in the chapel of the fummer palace. This ceremony confided ia 
.the exchanging of rings ; theie, having firft had the benedidion 
pronounced on them by his eminence the archbiihop of St. Pe- 
terfburg, were delivered to the grand duke and the princefs, and 
by them to the emprefs; who, taking the grand duke's, prcfented 
it to the princcfs, giving the princcfs 's to the grand duke in ex- 
change : which done, they both kiifed the emprefs's hand. After 
mafs was over, (which was celebrated with great pomp and fa. 
lemnity, on account of its being the feftival of the holy handker- 
chief, a great day in this church,] the foreign minifters had the 
honour of kiffing her imperial majefty's hand, and making their 
compliments to her : foon after which, her majefty, attended by 
the whole court, proceeded to the great falooo, where (he dined 

upon 
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V tv-^ \>W and his party were in hopes that 
'^> > • ..r-'.-^c' would be prefently followed by the 
w i^-.icv w^r l\in:n. Orders were fent him to leave 
i:V ,i:.ur',::!e:its which he oocupied in the palace 
A ^j.y.::y of governor of Paul Petrovitch. His 
jiiciivls look the alarm. The courtiers became 



u^vn the throne with the grand duke and duchefs, and was (erved 
c>t t:ii:» occafion by the great officers of the hoofehold. The four 
lit it claifcs of the nobility dining at different tables in the fame 
rwv>in, anJ the foreign minifters with the vice^hancellor at l^t 
bodic. In the evening there was a ball at court, and the gardens 
ot the fummcr palace were finely illuminated, as was the whole 
toun, and the ihips in the river. It is fcarcely poffible to ex- 
ceed the fplcndor and magnificence which appeared on this 
iKvfion. 

^ The loth of O^^ober being the day appointed for the celc- 

br^ttion of the marriage of his imperial highnefs the grand duke 

VI iih ihc eldcft princcfs of HclTc-Darraftadr, the four firft clafles 

ot the nobility afTembled in the Kafanfkoy church at Peterfborg, 

iiSc rtrecls of that city being lined with guards and foroc regi- 

»iiouts of ft>or. About noon, upon a fjgnal being given, the 

puKCilion fet out from the winter palace, and proceeded to the 

sauuh, in the centre of which was a throne richly decorated for 

ihc c^nprcfs, and on the right hand a gallery for their imperial 

*ii;;luK'ircs, with their princely attendants ; and on the left, an- 

v.Xi tor the foreign miniilers. The body of the church was 

k-.ivJ \sn\\ the four rirll clafTes of nobility. His eminence Ga- 

». .1. .ii\'hbiihop of Novgorod and St. Peterfbyrg performed the 

i.,..,i.>^;s* vorcinony, and afterw ards preached a fermon fuitable 

.K *.K\.4lion, The conclufion of the whole was proclaimed 

» ^ i^iiiunj; tiie of the mufquetry ; and the proceffion returned 

.^v .uiK' vuvicr in which it came. The feftivities on this oc^ 

,^ -.^.i ^kviv* vviiiiuucd from the loth to the 21II, with only three 

.^« x' ct^<i4uiilionf 

3 Ihy 
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fliy of him. He imagined himfelf undone : but < 
his pupil had the gcnerofity to oppofe himfelf to 
the ftorm ; and haftening to his mother, repre- 
fented to her, that Panin had been always a 
faithful fervant of the empire, and that it would 
be too cruel an aft to difmifs him from the court, 
at the very moment when he had the greateft 
Tight to expedl fubftantial rewards. This proce- 
dure wrought a change in the mind of the emprefi. 
Inftead of retaining her refolution of fending an 
order to Panin to retire from the court, fhe wrote 
to him a letter full of teftimonies of afFedlion ; 
and, thanking him for the care he had bellowed 
on the education of the grand duke, fhe confirm- 
eA him in his poft of minifter of foreign affairs. 

It was a few days prior to the grand duke's 
marriage, and on the anniveriary of her coro- 
nation, that the emprefs conferred upon count 
Panin, who had been his governor, feveral ho- 
nours and emoluments. She bellowed upon that 
nobleman, in perpetuity, an ellate valued at near 
feven thoufand pounds a-year, and a penfion for 
life to the fame amount, befides an appointment 
of about half that fum for conducing the depart- 
ment of foreign affiiirs, together with the choice 
of any houfe in Peterfburg, to be purchafcd for 
his relidence, and an allowance of money for 
plate and furniture, of about thirty-live thoufand 
pounds. She alio Ihewed a proportionable mu- 

liilicencc 
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nificence to M the officers of the grand duke*s 
late houfchold. 

The famous count Biren, duke of Courland, 
died at a great f?g<! on the laft day but one of 
the preceding ycnr, and was fucceeded by his 
fon. As the reigning (hike was known to be in 
no degree of favour at the court of Peterfburg, 
his ])Oiieillon of that duchy was held to be very 
precarious; while it was generally thought, that 
it would have been thrown in as an equivalent 
on one fide or oilier in the partition of Poland, 
and probably might, by fome marriage arrange- 
ment, be formed with Ibme of the adjoining 
provinces into an independent llate. It is proba- 
ble, that whatever difficulties prevented the exe- 
cution, more than one defign of this nature was 
in eontenjplation ; and the duke himfelf was fo 
fenfible of the dangerous ground he Hood on, 
that he attempted to bring about a match with 
one of the remaining prineefles of Hefle-Darm- 
fladt, in hopes thereby to firengthen his intereft. 
This defign was crulhed as foon as it was known, 
by the empreij:, who is faid to have fent hinn 
word, that he had no oceafion to think yet of 
matrimony. In this hopelefs fituation he was 
fummoned to Peterfburg, and his ruin was thought 
to be decided ; but a change foon appeared in 
the eondu6l and defigns of the court { from what- 
ever caufe it proceeded he fuddenly became a 

favourite 
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favourite at court, and the emprefs concluded a 
marriage for him with the ruffian princefs Yu- 
fupofF. 

Thofe who were unacquainted with the motives 
by which the emprefs had been fvvaycd in deter- 
mining to retain count Panin, found an ine5q)li- 
cable contradiftion in her conduA. Orlof had 
the prefumption to reproach her with it : but Ihe 
did not vouchfafe to inform him better. Un- 
willing tliat this favourite fliould know that a 
mother had yielded to the follicitations of her fon, 
ihe told him that it behoved him to facrifice the 
iatisfadlion of removing a minifter who failed of 
pleafing, to the neceffity there was for his fervice. 
Always ingenious in difguifing her fentiments, 
Catharine made no fcruple of deceiving the fa- 
yourite, who fancied he engrofled the whole of 
her confidence. Though flie feemed to have 
reilored him her former tendernefs, yet fhe fe- 
cretly cherifhed in her heart a paffion which 
ipeedily broke out. She felt fome inclination to 
difmiis Orlof a fecond time : but (he prudently 
kept terms with him ftill. 

Of the learned and literary men with whom 
Catharine kept up a regular correfpondence, Vol- 
taire and Diderot were thofe whom fhe moft 
diflinguifhed. She invited them feveral times to 
come and vifit her. The philofopher of Ferney 
had learned by experience the dangers of courts : 
he would not fubmit to the temptation of feeing 

that 
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that of Ruflia. The philofopher of Paris was 
more open to perfuafion. He travelled to St. 
Peterlbiirg. Catharine laviflied on him largefles 
and encomiums. During the whole time of bis 
flay at her court, fhe difcourfcd with him every 
day at the conclufion of dinner. Philolbphy, 
legiflation, politics, were commonly the fubjedi: 
of thcfe converfiitions. Diderot unfolded his 
principles on the liberty and the rights of nations 
with his uliial enthufiafm* and eloquence. The 
emprcfs fcemcd to be delighted with them ; but 
fhe was not at all the more difpofed to put them 
in pradlice* 

" Monfieur Diderot," faid fhe, ^' is a hundred 
'^ years old in many refpedts ; but in others he 
" is no more than ten/* 

Perhaps her majefty's private opinion was not 
more in favour of the wifdom of Voltaire ; though 
file never fpoke of it but with all the deference 
that is due to the foremofl difpenfer of fame« 
The manner in which (he was wont to write to 
him is well known. We have already cited feve- 
ral fragments of her letters ; we fhall, neverthe- 
lefs, tranfcribe one of them here, as a further 
proof of the artful dilguifc fhe put on before that 
celebrated author, and how fhe flrove to obtain 

* The emprcfs made him fit befidc her. In his moments of 
cnthufiafm, Diderot has fomctimcs hit her knee with the back of 
his hand : fhe never ibcmcd to uke ofience at it. 

thofe 
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thofe flatteries which he fo lavifbly beftowed upon 
her. 

*^ *Now we are fpeaking of haughti- 

** nefsj I have a mind to make my general con- 
*^ feflion to you on that head. I have had great 
^ fuccelles during this war : that I am glad of it, 
^* you will very naturally conclude. I faid, Ruffia 
** will be well known by this war ; it will be feen 
^* how indefatigable a nation it is ; that fhe pof- 
*^ feffks men of eminent merit, and who have all 
^^ the qualities that go to the forming of heroes ; 
" it will be feen that fhe is deficient in no re- 
^ fources ; but that fhe can defend herfelf, and 

profecute a war with vigour, whenever fhe is 

unjuflly attacked. 

*^ Brimful of thefe ideas, I have never once 
*^ thought of Catharine, who, at the age of forty- 
*^ two, can increafe neither in body nor mind, 
^* but, in the natural order of things, ought to re- 
^^ main, and will remain, as fhe is. Do her affairs 
^* go on well ? She fays, fo much the better ! 

If they profper lefs, fhe would employ all her 

faculties to put them in the befl train poflible. 

This is my ambition, and I have none other; 

*^ what I tell you is the truth. I will gt> farther : 

*^ I will tell you that, for the fparing of human 

^^ blood, I fincercly with for peace. But this 

• This letter isdated the 22d of July— the zd of Auguft 1771. 
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^* I want them. Judge not, I befeech you, of 
^^ our finances by thofe . of the other ruined po- 
'^ tentates of Europe. Though we have beeti 
** engaged in a war for three years, we proceed in 
our buildings; and every thing elfegoes on as 
in a time of profound peace. It is two jrears 
fince any new impoft has been levied*. The 
war at prefent has its fixed eftablifliment ; that 
once regulated, it never difturbs the courfe of 
^^ other affairs. If we capture another Kefa or 
*^ two, the war is paid for. ' 

^^ I (hall be fatisfied with myfelf whenever I 
^^ meet with your approbation, Monfieur. I like- 
*^ wife a few weeks ago read over again my in- 
*^ ftrudlions for the code, becaufe I then thought 
^^ peace to be nearer at hand than it is, and I 
^^ found that I was right in compofing them. I 
*^ confefs that this code, for which a great quan- 
^* tity of materials are preparing, and many others 
*^ are now ready, will yet give me a confiderable 
^^ deal of trouble before it is brought to that de- 
^^ gree of perfe6tion at which I wifh to fee it. 
^^ But no matter : it muft be completed, though 
*^ Taganrok has the fea to the fouth and moun- 
^* tains to the north. 

* With all due defeitnce for her imperial majtrfty^ this does 
not €xa£dy tally with the augmentation of the capitation.tax of 
righty kopeeks, which (he was^ obliged to abolifh at the peace ; 
mnf floofc than with the extraordinary taxes laid on feveral manu. 
faccures, and on all works in iron. 

vol*, u. L ** However, 
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" the reft were only barracks coflftru6led of wood. 
^ The high wind wafted the flames and the burn- 
" ing fplinters on all fides, which occafioned the 
" fire to break out again the following day, and 
*' gave it a fiipernatural appearance. But there is 
" no doubt that the high wind and the exceflive 
" heat were the fole caufes of this difafter, which 
^ will be foon repaired. 

" With us buildings arc raifed with greater ce- 
** lerity than in any other country in Europe. In 
" 1762 a fire happened of twice the extent, which 
^ confumed a large quarter of the town, confifling 
" of wooden buildings. The whole was rebuilt 
••'in brick within lefs than three years." 

The fuccefles of the turkifh war raifed in the 
hearts of the nation an enthufiaftic love and vene- 
ration for their fovereign ; the fentiments of joy 
*t the humiliation of the oriental pride were uni- 
verfal ; and it muft be confefled that many truly 
heroic atchievements in thefe campaigns, both by- 
ieaand land, might well excite the ruffian patriots 
to jubilation. To perpetuate the memory of them, 
Catharine can fed medals to be flruck, and columns 

tobeeredled*. 

1774, 

* On the 7 th of September a magnificent reprefentation of the 
™lngof the fortrcfs of Giurgcvo was exhibited before the cmr 
F^ and the whole c«urt. The fiege was conduced in the rcgu- 
far forms by the train of artillery, under the di region of the 
grand mafter prince Orlof, affifted by the preobaginiky regiment 
c{ gaards. After a cannonade and bombardment of near two 

L 2 hours. 
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' ^» ?^uii alter ihe cloie of the year, the grand 

^i^i Muibpoa III. emperor of the Turks, dc- 

^^t.UM6^AilcaiCoiillantinopIe*, in the fifty-eighth 

.__^ ^i ;7t>j^% and the leventeenth of a reign, which 

4»^ .. ..>*iiucr pun been the moft unfortunate of any 

. ..t^ .UANjih anuals from the time of Bajazet. His 

^44^ u.;iui Sclim, being then only entered into his 

j» .vctuh \ car, teemed too young tofuftain thereins 

, ^w^crnment in the prefent critical fituation of 

.:*i4 5^ The emperor accordingly, with a wifdora 

..w wUintcrtilednels which does honour to his me- 

**;»v> appointed his brother Abdulhamet to fuc- 

v%;w hua tu the throne. To this prince, under the 

;tv»U|;cil term* of recommendation, he confided the 

vj4 his^ inlaut fon : a trufl rendered facred by all 



^^»AV 



Sm4*» Jming which lime the regular approaches were made, the 

.^•'^^ife^ the ibrtrefs filenccd, and a breach effefted by the 

Sik«<%iii^c^uMia»> the foldiers were feen to mount to the aflaolt^ 

* V ^^ i>Uc< furfcndcied. In the courfe of the fiege fevenl 

^;xx >4v;n; Tprung, the magazines of powder in the place took 

ii>;k »**i*^ iuckient was omitted which could contribute to give 

X w^^*^ t^vrfc^idea of the manner in which fuch an attack 

V . . . %«^ vHU Aficiwards ti magnificent firework was played off 

o < t«i|S bMilt oa the river for that purpofc, which concluded 

^ ,*a*v»kAiiu»c»t of the day, at the whole of which the emprefs 

^-A ji^AsNi la cxprcfs great fatisfadlion. On the day following 

Vv ^miS*^ uMkjefty, attended by the court, went to affift at a 

^^»IH> Hoii lit ^^ church of the forirefs of Peterlburg, and to 

^a|LU4> ^ prayer* for the fouls of thofc killed in battle, accord-i 

ji^ t^j Aunual Cttftom in lime of war* 

th& 
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the ties of gratitude ; but precarious from the bar- 



us maxims of the ottoman family. 
It is a juftice due to humanity to refcufe the 
bara6ler of the late emperor from the oblivion or 
<x>ntempt which too generally attend misfortune. 
If he was not poflefled of thofe great, dazzling, and 
CsLtal qualities which excite the admiration of man- 
l^ind, and in which, to their misfortune,' too many 
of his anceftors were fuperiorly eminent, he was 
blefled in a great degree wjth thofe happier ones, 
c>f humanity, juftice, and benevolence. Number- 
lefs inftances of thefe occurred during his reign, 
hich would not have been omitted in an euio- 
lum on the moft exalted characlers. His mode- 
r.^tion and clemency with regard to his chriftian 
£\jlb)c6is, notwithftanding their avowed difafFedtion, 
2Lvid the ailiftance they gave to a conquering ene- 
m J, when the very exiftence of the empire was in 
q vieftion, cannot be eafily paralleled in the biftories 
of"themoflrefined civilization, and under the influ- 
ence of the pureft religion. His laftaft with rc- 
1f>C(3: to the fucceffion, (hewed a patriotifm which 
^^ill be more admired than imitated, and a great- 
tiefs of mind equal to the moft renowned of his 
prcdeceflbrs. 

The new prince having taken the neceflary mea- 
sures for the prefervation of public order and tran- 
quillity, which, in that empire, is always a matter 
of moment and difficulty upon fuch occafions, feem- 
^ to turn bisnttenlion with great diligence to the 

L 3 carrying 
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•:asj\asgoa or the war. Numerous levies were ac- 

-jsouOgtv iTude; and an order being pafled that all 

«^M2n^ "^oo were guilty of tumults or di(brders 

.>iu..u >c :«t to fervc on board the fleet in the 

Viu^u<» wbe terror of that punifhmeilt operated fo 

'ifu^ipv oil the profligate, as to produce a furpri* 

iii^^cffed in preserving the peace of the metrdpo* 

jSv 1^ emperor alfo iflued a refcript flgned by 

Hau<it'> commanding the officers, governors of prt>- 

vft£KXb> iiiKi military tenants, to a6l with the utmoft 

44i^g^4ce in their refpedlive departments for the 

^;j4ftr%kiig on of the war, and thofe whofe immediate 

4Uiv it was> to join the army forthwith, at the head 

> sShMCn bodies of the bcfl: troops they coulcf pro- 

,;>IA% 4Bd to adl with the utmofl zeal and valour 

*^ ;hc Icrvice of the ftate and religion, and the 

^\*%cry of thofe provinces which had been wrefted 

Hvok the empire. 

l^Uurbances broke out at Adrianople, and other 
^>^ where the army lay, through the mutiny of 
D^^i^^v y^' the janizaries, who were diflatisfied with 
^'^ ^vcflion of Abdulhamet, and wanted to place 
vJK' >w*ng prince Selim upon the throne. Though 
tiK«k vvtumotions were eafily quelled, it does not 
^\« iu>jH)irible, that the difcontent which appear* 
.M^«t^^^ ^^i* occafion might have fome ftiare in the 
.4;H<>tacut ill condudl of the army. 

^Miml »vH ions which took place on the Danube 
>^\f iu tin? j fpring, feemed to indicate a vigorous 
•^O^iN^^S!^ Detachments from the contending ar* 

nvies 
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inies frequently crofled that river^ and thefc expe- 
ditions, though produ6live of no eflcntial benefit, 
Wttfe attended with confidcrable lofs on both fides. 

The porte, however, was not inattentive to the 
iklvantages which might be derived from Pugat- 
iheFs rebdlion, and was accordingly indefatigable 
in exciting the various nations of Tartars, who fur- 
round or are intermixed with the ruffian empire^ 
to increafe the internal diflurbances. It is not diffi- 
cult to pcrfuade people who icem to have been 
born for nothing but war^ to take up arms. The 
Tartars, however, are not now in the condition 
which at different periods enabled them to con* 
^uer a great part of the world. That overgrown 
empire, which has fprung up among them has, by 
degrees, either fwallowed up, broken, or feparated 
their difierent nations, in fuch a manner as to ren- 
der an union of arms or councils, or any general 
and formidable alliance, impradlicable. Their being 
alfo cut off from the modem improvements in war, 
arms, and difcipline, is an infuperable bar to their 
becoming again terrible. 

They could, peverthelefs, he troublefome, and 
increafe the confufion already caufed by Pugatihef. 
Tlie porte accordingly fent Doulet Ghcray, the latp 
khan of thr Krimca, with a confidcrable fum of mo- 
ney, and attended by feveral officers of his kindred 
and friends among the nogais and kuban Tartars, 
where he was foon joined by above ten thoufand 
men. This body was attacked and routed by a 

L 4 ruffian 
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rultiiit) detachment, before any efTedlive jun^on 
ot ihcic nations could take place. As the Tartars 
UiU dream of their ancient glory, and &ncy them<p 
Iclves before trial, to be as invincible now as ihey 
were in the days of Tamerlane, they were fo much 
furprized and difpirited by this defeat, that no fiur- 
ther fcrvice could be expedled from them, and the 
tartar prince found matters fo hopelefs, that having 
divided his money among his friends and adherents, 
he quitted the country. Similar mcafures were 
purfued, and attended with (imilar fuccefs, among 
the Bafhkirs, Kirghifes, and fome other tribes^ all 
of whom were ready for infurredlion or war; but 
were unequal to the purpdfe. 

A coniiderable armament was alio prepared at 
Conftantinople, for the fupport of the Tartars, and 
their confederates the kozaks, and other infurgents 
in the Krimca. In the mean time, fuch diligence 
was ufcd in reinforcing the grand army, that it 
became more numerous than it had been fince the 
commencement of the war, and the grand vizir 
was faid not to have lefs than four hundred thou- 
fand combatants under his command on the 
Danube. 

Nor was the court of Petcrfburg lefs diligent in 
txertions'for enabling marfhal Romantzof to open 
the campaign with vigour. Though the rebeliion of 
Pugatfhcf feemed a confidcrable impediment, yet 
Kuflia was now freed from fome other material cm- 
barraninents. The heavy clouds which hung on 

. . the 
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the fide of Sweden were now difperfed, and it was 
no longer neceila^y to keep an army on that fron- 
tier 5 while the Auftrians and Pruflians fo effec- 
tually occupied Poland, and overawed the inhabi- 
tants, that the Rullians were freed from all appre^ 
henfions in that country. Marfhal Roman tzofs 
army was accordingly rendered very formidable. 

He reiblved once more to crofs the Danube, and 
attack the Turks. The latter difputed his paflage 
with (ignal valour: but their efforts were ineffec- 
tual. General Soltikof * was the firfl who reached 
the oppofite fhore. Suvarof and Kamenikoi fol- 
lowed clofe at his heels. The Turks were repul- 
ied. Roman tzof was foon after encamped at the 
^tes of Siliifa-ia. 

Not many days after this, the Xurks attacked 
Soltikof. They were twenty-five thoufand fb'ong^ 
and fought a long time with the greatefl intrepi- 
dity : but they were at length obliged to fubmit to 
the fuperior Ikill and bravery of the Ruffians. 

The fame day generals Kamenikoi and Suvarof 
gained an advantage over the reis effendi, who was 
at the head of forty thoufand Turks, and took away 
with them his artillery. 

All thefe difafters were greatly diflreffing to the 
Ottomans ; as a fpirit of infubordination and revolt 
is ufually, with them, the confequence of a defeat. 
The troops of the army of the grand vizir were 

^ Since become field-marflial. 

either 
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either engaged tn bloody conteite amohg tbetn-» 
ielves^ or dcferting by whdlc detachments. Thnt 
general was encamped at Shum&Ia, Mrhere he was 
at a great diftance from the othbr bodies of the 
turkifh army. Romantxdf, who Tttnai*ked the dif- 
advatitageof that poiitlon^ib opportunely ihrrouiided 
the catr>p o( the vi^tir, that he cut off his comma* 
ftkation not only with the detached borps^ but alio 
ffixh bt6 magazines. The vizir, uhable tberefbi^ 
to receive any fuccours, or to reth^, or to ftanfd a 
baule, determined to fue for peace. 

The |Jenipotentiaries met accordirtgly at Kutf* 
huk-Kainafxl(hi in Bulgaria. The Ruffians per- 
fiftcd in the demands they had tnade at the hift 
congrefe. The Turks agreed to thetti ; and the 
preliminaries of the treaty were figned* by marihal . 
'Rtxt^mizof and the kiaya of the gr^Ud vizir '^e 
By this treaty Ruflia obtained the free navigation 
ef the EuxinC) and in all the ottoman feas, togethd" 
with the pailage of the Dardanelles ; on condition^ 
however, that (he Ihould never have more than 
one armed veliel in the feas o( Conflantinople. 
Retaining Azof, Taganrok, Kertfch, and Kinburn^ 
flie reflored the reft of her conquelb. The inde* 
pendence of the Krimcal; was one of the principal 

claufes 

* About the month of July. 

f In order to avoid appearitig again in the prefence of his con« 
queror, the haughty MufTum-Oglou feigned a (icknefs. 

t The peninfula of the Krimea, or Xriro, antiently called the 
TauricaCherfonefus is furrounded on all fides by theEuxine and 

the 
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claufes of the treaty,aiMl thatwhicb was mofi fevereJy 
fell by die Turks. Certainly ihey were very far fro 
perceiviii( 



ibe Pains MiBotU, except wbere n a joined to the c 
(he lefler Tarury by a narrow iRhmus, fomelhJng lefs than fii^ 
mglifti mUci in breadth. This iUhmus has tte«ved ib r 
tnm tbe ■niicni chy of Perei:op, which u bnili k its cntrane 
eg thefideof ihepcninfjla, and has been celcbrate^foi the Urahg 
lines tnidc for iii defence by the Turks, which extend quite 
icioli from ihc Euxine lo ihc Palm Mzotii, and were c!ie labour 
of five ihoufand men for a coutfc of fcvetal jeais. TIic Tartars 
eonfidcred thefe lino h iiKxpugnnble. uniil the famoin cotint 
Munich convinced ihem of their error in the year 1736, when 
le forced ihem without much difficulty. Thi* muft however 
in a great [neafurc be attrtboted to the badnefs of lhcdi:fenc(b 
K the ditch wai fcvcnty-twu feet btoaJ, and forty .lu'o drcpf 
tbe height from the boitam of the dtich to the crcft of ibc 
pirapetwas levcnly feet, and tha parapet of a proponionil 
riiicknefs. The lines were alfo, at that time, beCdei the 
fortificationi of the city, ftrengthened with fix towers mounted 
with cannon, and the whole was defended by an arroy. 
The pcninfuta lies between jj and 37 degreei of eaftern loiu 
gitude, and between f^ and 46 degrees of noihern latitude ; it 
naturally fertile, and was, at firll under ilie government of the 
Greeks, and afterwards in the hands of die Genoefe and 
other Italian nations, a place of great trade, atid filled with po. 
pulons towns and cities. The Tartars of the Krim were m 
ftte people, governed by khans of their own eleftion, acknow> 
Icdging the grand futlan a« khaUf: only in regard to religion, 
without any inHucncc on the reft of the government. Europe 
therefore f»w in ihc lill of her Hates a new fovctcign prince, 
Sahiffl-Gueray, a mohammcdan, 3.nd a defcendant of ibe ntongole 
conqucret Tfchinghis-khan. He rcfidcd atBachilheferay. RuOia 
rould oow DO longer be nccelfitaied to defend in boiders, by 
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Kitxivtt^ t!ie pcJicy of Catharine in its full extent ; 
but tbev fiemed to JTorefee that (he was only deiirous 
of obtaining the independence of the Krim^ as 
thereby (he might be the better enabled to bring 
it into fubjedlion. Be(ide8 thefe conceflions, 
Catharine obtained from the porte that tra6l of 
land lying on theEuxine between theBogue and the 
Dniepr, a large fum of money to defray the expences 
of the war, and the title of padrfhah, or emprefs, 
to be no longer rcfufed to the ruflian monarch. 

Catharine had ^thus the twofold advantage of 
increa(ing her power and of weakening her enemy. 
The commerce of the Euxine and the mart of the 
Levant opened to her a fource of immenfe riches. 
The protedlion which (he granted the Tartars, 
furni(hed her with the means of dividing them, 
and of conquering their country. The acquifition 
of the poli(h Ukraine put her in a capacity of 
niore eafily carrying on a war in the regions of 
the Danube, of overawing the ottoman empire, and 
of completing the ruin of Poland. ' The e(labli(h- 
mcnt of difcipline among the kozaks added to her 



iko ufual expenfive lines, againft thefe Tartars, or even to con. 
^iuuo tlj^c old tribute-like prcfents. On the contrary, (he was 
Ikv^w become a friendly and protecting neighbour, (juft as flic 
%^ towArds Poland,) and in order the more effe^ually to do 
^Sit^ (he altered the form of government, difToIved the relation- 
^^^ Wlweca the Krim and porte, and granted the Tartars the 
r^v^K mof elc^onj with fcveral other privileges to the detriment 

armies 
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armies an excellent cavalry. The good under- 
ftanding which (he kept up in the iflands of the 
Archipelago, and inValakhia and Moldavia, became 
a never-ceafing fource of difquiet and annoyance to 
the Turks. In a word, the emprefs beheld her 
influence and her glory extending throughout 
Europe. 

Nothing could exceed the joy and feftivity which 
prevailed at Peterlburg upon the confirmation o£ 
this happy peace. The emprefs ordered that eight 
days Ihould be devoted to public feafts and rejoic- 
ing ; rewards were diftributcd as ufual, in the 
magnificent fpirit of that court ; and that even 
the wretched might partake of the public joy, the 
doors of the prifons were fet open to all who were 
not charged with high trcafon. Even thofe mi- 
ierable outcafts of mankind, who languifhed un- 
known and unpitied in the frozen wilds of Siberia, 
were thought of in this feafon of benevolence ; and 
an order was iifued, that all thofe who fince the 
year 1746 had been condemned to that natural 
* priibn (which, like the other worlds admits of no 
efcape) Ihould be relcafed. 

But while the emprefs was in the enjoyment of 
a condition fo profperous without, deep and cruel 
wounds were confuming the interior of her empire. 
Her finances were in a dilapidated ftate. 3hc re- 
ceived no fuccours from England, but by granting 
immenfe advantages to their commerce. The pcfli- 
Jence had made dreadful ravages at TSlolco and in 

1 adjacent 
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ad^Mcnt countries. That horrible diibafe had king 
been devouring the ruflian armies ; and the fleet 
of the Archipelago was not exempted from its ftiry. 
The provinces of Kazan, Aftrakban, and Orenburg; 
were a prey^. to revolt, which even threatened 
Mo(co; and a remarkable emigration* changed 
cmmtries that were flourifhing with commerce 
into wade and deferted trads. All thefe calamities 
at once explain to us likewife how it happened, 
that during the war againft the Turks, the ruffian 
forces did not every year difplay equal a6livity, 
and were not attended with equal fuccefs. 

But this emigration is of confequence fufficient 
to detain us a while. The afiatic territory of this 
enormous empire prefents far other (ccnes than 
thofe which the inhabitants of Europe are ac- 
Gufiomed to furvey ; and as Ruiiia in a manner 
connedis both quarters of the World in the com- 
pleted contrail, {o we behold it one while as a 
political exemplar of civilized human nature, but 
at other times involved in fituations which appear 
quite ftrange to us, and fnch as we only know 
from the hiftory of the fourth and fifth centuries. 
Thus, in the year 1771, an emigration took place, 
by which a very confidcrablc number of fubjc6ls 
were loft 'to the empire. — Of the Kalrauks or 

* This emigration took place towards the clofe of 1770 aad 
the beginning of 1 77 1 • Yet the mention of it w^s deferred, in 
order that it might not interrupt the account of the progrefs of 
the wir, 

CEloets, 
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CElcets *, brethren of like race with the Mongolos^ 
ieveral branches are in fubjedlion to the ruili^a 
empire. Their original abode, if we may ufe fupfc 
an expreiiion in fpeaking of nomadic hordes 13 tbn 
Kalmuckia: lying weft ward toward the proper 
Mongolia^ and in the north and eaft of the leiler 
Bukharia. At the latter end of laft century, two 
tribes of them, the Torgot and Derbet, drew up 
in the ileppe on the Volga above Aftrakhan. Till 
very modern times^ they remaimed however only a$ 
protected neighbours, and were tolerably indev 
pendent on the government. But in 1757 thm 
vice-khan Dondudidafchi, contrary to the eibi-t 
blilhed cuftom of all the khans of receiving theui 
appointment from the dalailama in Tibet, thought 
. fit, though they are of the lama religion, to apply 
to Rui&a for the nomination of his fon as his fuc-* 
ceflbr. At Peterfburg the requeft wa^ granted 
with gFcat fatisfa(6lion, which perhaps would not 
have been the cafe on an application to Tibet : the 
&ther was conftituted a6lual khan ; and the ion, 
only thirteen years old, without heiitaton declared 
fucceflbr, with an allowance of five hundred rublet 
per arm. and inftalled with the ufual fblemnities^ 
On the death of the father in 1 761, Ruffia thought 
flie had a right to meddle in the affairs of the youngs 
fovereign ; inftead of the accuftomed council of 
eight iaii&ns, it was made to confift of a larger 

* Improperly, Ekuts. 

number^ 
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number, whom the court caiily retafned bypaying 
each of the members a falary of ond hundred rubles. 
The friendly protection was thus (as has happened 
in various other cafes) changed into an adlual (b* 
vereignty. In confequence of frefh regulations^ 
the khan lofl his former unlimited authority, and 
became nothing more than the prefident of bis 
council ; nor had he any longer the right to dif • 
mifs this council ; he could only complain to the 
imperial college of Ruiiia ; and he was taught tQ 
efteem it advantage enough that the fovereiga 
tribunal flood open to his appeal. In all other 
re(pe<5ls thefe Kalmuks retained their religion and 
their manners ; they roamed about the fteppe, had 
an averfion to permanent dwellings, and lived on 
the produce of their flocks and herds. Thefe 
confided in fheep, camels, and principally in horfcs; 
the whole nation was armed and mounted ; and 
their favourite drink, like that of all thefe tartar 
tribes, was a fpirituous extraft of mare*s milk^ 
called in their language kumifs*. The paflure of 
thefe horfes requires this roving life ; as a father 

of 

* The ordinary drink, thus called, is prepared in the follow- 
ing manner : taking a given quantity of mare's milk of one day^ 
they added to Jt a fixth part of water, an eighth part of the 
foareft cow's milk that can be procured, but at any time after- 
wards a fmaller portion of old kumiOi will better anfwer tbe 
purpofe of acidulating ; they then cover the veffel with a thick 
cloth, and Cct it in a place moderately warm; here they leavit 
k to reft for four-aad-twenty hours, at the end of which period 

the 
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of a family may poflefs from one hundred to one 
thoufand, and (bme of them even four thouland 
heads. Many of them were in good circum- 
ibnces, and very refpedlablc people; kind, ge- 
nerous^ and hofpitable : thislaft quality they pol- 
fcfe in an eminent degree, and fhew it to every 
one who peaceably enters their tents. But they 
are quite the reverie to fuch as attack tliem as 
foes, efpccially to nations, whom they acknowledge 
not as brothers. Accordingly, Ruflia employed 
them in hofts in the pruffian war ; and Germany 
fiill recollects with horror the afiatic favages that 
were let loofe upon her without regard to morals 
and the rights of humanity. In the turkifh war they 
likcwifc fought for Ruflia in the diftridt of the 



t^e milk will have got four, and a thick fcum %vill be formed oa 

thcfurfacc. They now beat it with a ftick rcfcmhling at the 

looxr end a churnftaff, till the fotcm<!nticned fciim be entirely 

blended with the fubjacent fluid ; which done, it :> fti to remain 

fw^enfy.four hours in a tall veflfcl lliapaJ like a churn. The beat- 

ing is now repeated till the liquor apj>tars to bt ihiroughly 

hrjmogcncous, and in this ftaie it is called kuriiiA, ihc proper 

tade whereof i!» an agreeable mixture of fwcct and acid. V/fcwi- 

ever it is wanted for ufe it u firit d.Aicn. Bring duly prepared 

in light vcfTcis, and put in a cold place, it will keep three 

monchs ar.d upwards without deirimrnt to i*s quality.— It 

fcrves borh for meat and drirk ; is an excellent fton-.achic, and 

a remedy for difordcrs of the nervous fylkm, of the bread, Ac. 

1 he Tartar*; alfo make a Uiiti; 3»ion of thiS fLrx.ntcd rnilk, by 

which proccfs thry obtain a fpiriiuous liquor, fupplying to 

chem the pl^ce oi Lrar^'y. 

VOL. II. M Kuban, 
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Kuban. Such was the fituation of them tHI cbe 
year 1770. 

In the mean time great heart-burriings had long 
iubfifled among the mofl confiderable of them on 
account of the innovations introduced by the 
^ Ruffians. The circumfcription of their primiuve 
liberty ; the reducing their khan to a ilate of de- 
pendence ; the intermeddling of a foreign nation 
in their conflitution and laws, which begot dif- 
fenfions and obedience in the horde ; the injuries 
(real or imaginary) -which fbme princes had re- 
ceived from ruilian officers : all this awakened an 
irrcfiftible hankering after their former condition ; 
Qnd as it was not to be hoped for where they were^ 
no choice was left, but they mull feek it in their 
ancient plains where their anceilors knew of no 
Europeans, Juft at this time the governor of 
Aftrakhan appointed a lieutenant named Ki(chen- 
IkoY, as infpedlor of thefe peaceful Kalmuks. Kif- 
chenlkoi, a man of infatiablc rapacity, by infcnlible 
degrees got polieffion of a great part of their cattle, 
and fold them to his own benefit. His exactions 
foon procured him an immenfe fortune. But his 
avarice, far from diminifhing, feemed rather to in- 
creafc with the means of its gratification. 

One of their princes*, a venerable old man^ who 
had i\\Gf\ his blood in the fcrvice of Ruffia, in re- 
compence for which the emprefs had given hin\ 

• His name was Ubache. 

her 
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ber miniature portrait fet round with brilliants, and 
which he wore fufpended to his neck, was one day 
applied to by Kifchenfkoi for (bme prefents in addi-* 
tion to thofe which he had already given him. The 
old nian, irritated at his infolence, could not re- 
frain ^m breaking out into reproaches on his 
injuftic# and the vexations he employed to the ruin 
of the unhappy Kalmuks. Kifchcnlko'i, offended 
at the truth of thefe reproaches, had the temerity 
to ftrike him on the face, and having at the fame 
I time ordered one of the iaiflans, the minifter of 
the khan who interpofed in his behalf, to be feized 
by his foldiers, ordered him the puniihment of the 
battogucs*. 

The Kalmuks had, if not patiently^ at lead 
quietly, fuffercd the rapacity and peculations of 
the ruflian officer ; but they could not endure the 
infult that had been put upon this venerable old 
man, who Hood in great refpedl among them. 
The priefts and the elders of the horde having 
held a confultation, refolved to abandon the ter- 
ritory of the ruflian empire, and retire to the foot 

• Battogues — a fort of puniflimcnt ufed in Ruffia for inferior 
offc^nces. The fuflfcrcr is laid on his face upon the ground, 
ftrippcd to his wailt, and the arras and legs extended. Two 
men, one of whom fits on his neck, and the other on his legs, 
'beat him alternately on tl^ back wiih the battogucs, which are 
rods of i]\t tbicknefi of the little finger. Pcrfons having any 
authority over others may inflidl this puniihment upon them 
without any form of trial or legal procefs. Nebles and peafants 
arc equally liable to it, when it is ordered by fnpcriors. 

M 2 of 
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of the mountains of Tibet, the country of their 
progenitors. The common people were eafily per- 
fuaded ; cfpecially as they were told that the ruf- 
fian regulations were introduced for no other pur- 
pofe than to compel them to the three things 
which they mod abhorred : chriftianity, agricultftre, 
and the raifing recruits. A little prieftcraft was 
alfo had recouric to on this occafion. The noyons 
or princes fet up a lama, whom they raifed in a 
moment to be the immortal high-pried or dalailama, 
in the following manner: It was propagated 
abroad, that a famous kalmuk prieft, who had died 
three years before, bad now appeared again alive^ 
and had iiliied a proclamation to the people, that 
he was rifen from the dead at Tibet, in the refi- 
dcnce of the great dalailama ; of all which a writtea 
teftimony was brought from the immortal pontiff; 
in which it was declared, that, as he was now 
become a being of a fuperior order, he foro- 
knew the fates and fortunes of the nation, and re- 
quired them, in the name of their gods, to return, 
and again take poHcflion of their antient territor}-. 
This happened towards the clofe of the year 1770, 
juft when they thought it the proper moment for 
the grand rupture ; otherwife they would have 
fuffbrcd the lama to have flept quietly in his grave 
for a longer or a fhorter time. 

It was an unpardonable negledl in the command- 
ing officer in thofe parts not to put a flop to the 
proceedings of the horde, fo as to prevent the emi- 
gration, as their irttcntion was publicly known in 

thofe 



17/4.] EMPRESS CATHARINE IT, l65 

thofe parts. He even fufFcrecl himfclf to be duped 
by the Kalrnuks, to whom, on their forging fome 
pretext of apprehenfion from the Kirghifes, their 
neighbours, he gave two pieces of cannon^ with 
ammunition, and fome engineers. Accordingly, in 
the autumn, they began their inarch : a prodigi- 
ous troop, with wives, children, and fcrvants, hav- 
ing their droves, horfes, flocks, goods, huts, and 
tents. The captain under the command of the 
khan was forced to migrate with them at the head 
of his kozaks. ' The march wa^ conduced regu- 
larly enough, in three troops, who conflantly 
kept in fight ; the flanks of each were particularly 
covered, and befides this they had a van and a 
rear guard. At the beginning they plundered the 
fiftieries and the trading houfes on the borders of 
the Volga and the Cafpian : but, on their progrefs 
into the fouthern Siberia, they came upon the ko- 
zaks of the Yaik, who flopped and purfucd the 
flying horde, cut thoufands of them to pieces, and 
forced thoufands to return. In the fpring J771, 
they were attacked by the Kirghifcs, their invete- 
rate enemies, and, after a bloody engagement, 
took many of them prilbncrs. In the fummer 
they proceeded through the ancient Mongolia to 
the chinefe borders ; where an army of the Mand- 
ftiu * received them, and aflforded them protcdlion. 
The fecret of their flight was fo well kept, that 

• The prefent emperor of China. 
M 3 
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it was not known to the Ruflians till two days 
after their departure. Three regiments were fent 
iu piirfuitof them to no purpofe- TheKalmuks 
were more in hade than they ; and, befidcs, they 
were two days before them. Thcfe regiments 
wandered a long time in the dcferts, and a con- 
litlerable part of the foldiers perifhed. 

When the news of the emigration was brought 
to St. Peterfburg, a corps of troops was ordered 
by the court to go in queft of them. But^ if the 
former purfuits were too late, it wa* not likely that 
thcfe (hould come up with them : the lamentable 
particulars of this expedition are related in captain 
Rytfchkofs journal ; where it may be fecn what 
difficulties and hardfhips thefc indefatigable pur- 
fucrs of the fugitive horde encountered, in their 
devious marches on this unavailing expedition, and 
what variety of diftrcfles they fuftcrcd in the dreary, 
inhofpitable regions and waterlcfs deferts through 
which they paflcd. At length nothing farther 
was to be done but to make application by a writ- 
ten memorial to China, to demand the rclliuition 
of the runaways. But the fupren^c tribunal of 
IVkin anfwcred the refcript of tlic ruffian fenate 
abruplly, in a fcornful and derifory maimer, and 
vNMU'Uulcd by faying, that " their fovercign was 
*• not a prince fo unjuft as to deliver up his fub- 

• vols 10 foreigners, nor fo cruel a fatl>er as to 
•* vtM\c Hway children who returned to the bofom 

* >\ vhcir family. That he had no intimation of 

" the 
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" the defign of the Kalmuks till the moment of 
*^ their arrival ; and that then without delay he 
^^ caufed to be reftored to them the habitations 
*' that had belonged to them from time immemo- 
rial. That, in ftiort, the cmprcfs had no reafon 
to complain of the Kalmaks, but certainly of 
" the officer who had dared to lift his hand againft 
" a fervant of the khans, and to order their mini- 
" fters to undergo the battogues.'* The letter was 
thus fubfcribed : '^ In thd 36th year, the 7tH 
" month, and the 13th day of the reign bf Kicn- 
" Long.** On various occaiions Catharine fre- 
quently received from thefe her neighbours an- 
fwers in a ftyle which mufl have ftcuck her tK4 
more (enfibly, as (he was accuftomed to hear front 
all the other monarchs in the world a very dif- 
ferent language. On her applying for a frefh 
treaty for the renewal of the commerce with China 
by the caravans, which for feveral years; had been 
interrupted, on account of fome differences that 
had arifen between the fujedls o( the two poten - 
tates, the anfwer given to her envoy was:-^" Let 
" your miftrefs learn to keep old treaties, and 
*^ then it will be time enough to apply for new 
" ones.** Accordingly we fee, from her private 
communications*, how fenfible fhc was upon this 
fubjedl ; and (he could fcarccly endure to hear any 
praiie, even jeftingly, beftowed on the emperor 

• For example, in her corrcfpondcncc with Voltaire. 

M 4 pf 
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I Jb r-a, who was othenvife known as an author 



i_; 



Concerning the number of perfons loft to Ruflia 

>% -Jjii emigration, accounts do not agree. Soqic 

:bue :c at a hundred and thirty thoufand families ; 

\%:>ich is certainly exaggerated. More accurate 

btcttients lay, that the horde in general confiftcd 

s^" !iot much above feventy thouland tents, or 

icdrchs or families. Thofe who voluntarily re- 

'urncd, (for doubtlefs many of them, on the fatigu- 

iig and painful expedition over the deferts, panted 

.liter the more quiet abode on the Volga, and 

lurncvl back) and thofe who were brought in by 

I'cK kodaks, arc reckoned together at twelve thou- 

iinJ tha*c hundred and forty-two tents. Thofe 

%\a olcaped therefore, eftimating them at the 

?.^Ivil, were fixty thoufand hearths. But how 

^.cai. ihc number of the individuals that died upon 

V :oadi and of thofe who were carried into cap- 

. i. Ln iho Kirghifes, can never be known. 

V AMucil of war was held to exaujine into the 

*.v.wl of lieutenant-colonel KifchenfkoY, and to 

,„..v\.:ivO upon it. But the buiinefs was con- 

.,v.-.v- « ^'^» negligence and every pollible delay. 

>^ . :v» vxoi employed a part of the truit of his 

..;v ■s^.vuring himfelf friends at court, or in 

.^ v-;^ hux judges : and to the great fcandal of 

.^o«^^ oi the Ruflians, tliis man^ who had 

^•Vk .;v lofs of fuch a number of fubjcc^^s 

to 
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to the Country, was recompenfed by the title of 
colonel. 

Amidft the grand concerns by which it was oc- 
cupied, the court of Pcterfburg betrayed no negltft 
of its little intrigues. Attentive as fhe was to the 
bufinefs of government, Catharine had not bidden 
adieu to pleafures. She went frequently from the 
council to the ball-room and the theatre, and 
from the important fittings of the fenate to the 
rooft frivolous am ufements. She gave audience to 
the ambafladors of foreign powers, without having 
need of any other drcfs than that fhe wore for re- 
ceiving her courtiers; and fhe didtatcd a law with 
the fame facility as (he wrote a billet. Eafy in her 
new attachments, fhe never fpoke of thofe that 
had gone before. Panin, Chernichef, and Bara- 
tinity, applauded their own operations. 

But what gave them the moft fatisfadlion was 
the removal of prince Orlof. For nearly five 
months he had been travelling in foreign parts ; 
and his enemies plcafed themfel ves with the thought 
that he was to continue his travels for at lead two 
years. The emiflarics who watched his fteps wrote 
them frequent accounts of his proceedings. He 
was thought to be in Holland : it was imagined 
that he intended to make the tour of Enp-land*. 
France, and Italy. All at once he re-appeared at 
the court of Pcterfburg. The emprcfs refufed to 

* It was fome years afterwards that he came to England. 

admit 
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admit him into her prefencc. She fent orders to 
him to repair to Reval. But (he at the fame time 
fent him confiderable prefents, and loaded with 
honours and careflcs the more intimate friends of 
her difcarded favourite. , 

What then could be the motive to fuch a lingu- 
lar condu6l ? Catharine had no longer any regard 
for Orlof She no longer flood in awe of bim. 
But (he dreaded, fhe hated a fadion which ibe 
conceived might be forming under the aufpices of 
a name * dear to the empire, and formidable to 
Orlof. She was defirous of oppofing the party of 
her former favourite to this fadlion, and of pro- 
curing the fupport of a man by whom (he had 
already been fo well defended. Triumphant ovcf 
her enemies, the admiration of Europe, idolized 
by her courtiers, that princefs was nevertheleft 
often a prey to the mod pungent difquietudes : 
but fhe concealed them. She dreaded the thought 
of being hurled from the throne ; yet fhe was pro- 
jedling a farther aggrandizement of her large do- 
minions. She was trembling for her life : yet fhe 
difcourfed with gaiety of ^he long career fhe had 
probably flill to run. One day fhe found a paper- 
in her cabinet, in which mention was made of a 
threatened afiafBnation : never did fhe fhew her- 
fclf more confident and more fedate. 

Ambitious of all kinds of glory, fhe could at all 

* That of the grand duke. 

times 
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_^mes put any cpnftraint on hcrfclf to obtain it. 
"Whatever were her fentiments, fhe had always the 
sppearance of gentlencfsy fincerity, clemency, and 
^nerofity. The blood -of the wretched Ivan was 
^et reeking from the ground : Catharine was 
moved at the unhappy lot of his faiftily ; and know- 
ing that (he had no longer any thing to fear from 
the duke, ftie offered him his liberty, with the 
means of retiring to Germany. The prince re- 
fufed. " Why fhould I go,'* anfvvered he, *^ out 
" of the ruffian empire, to publifh the excefs of 
my miferies, and to excite an unavailing com- 
paffion*?" 

Vaffiltfchikof had now a long time filled the 
place of favourite. Never abufing his influence 
either for accumulating immenfe riches to himfelf, 
or for hurting his rivals, he excited no envy. The 
emprc& would frequently praife hts moderation ; 
and that quality, fo uncommon in a courtier, 
ieemed to render him more dear to her from day 
to day. But on a fudden he had loft the art of 
pleating; and at the very inflant when he had juft 
been receiving additional tokens ol her tendcrncft, 
an order was brought him to repair to Mofco. He 
obc}cd. Frefli prefents from the fovereign at- 

* The account of the farther circorailanccs that attended this 
family will be found in the preceding volume, where the part of 
the hiAofy concerning them was fomewhat anticipated, for the 
iake of keeping the individuals of the family together in one 
?icw, 

tended 
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tended him on the road. But it was only a remii* 
neratioq of form: the heart had no fhare in it*. 

Whether it was that Orlof had been fecretly re- 
called from Ileval, or whether he found his (lay 
in that city in fuppor table, he now came back, and 
made his appearance at court. The emprefs threw 
no cenfures on his behaviour. She received him, 
on the contrary, with an appearance of joy. Proud 
of this reception, and of the remembrance of his 
pad favour, depending ftill on the fubmiflion of 
his creatures, who were in great numbers, he 
thought himfclf able to refumc his honours and 
his influence. Thcfe, while he was in the full 
enjoyment of, he often feemed to difdain ; but no 
fooner was he deprived of them than he felt them 
to be neccflary to him. Orlof, born in obfcurity, 
and brought up in the licentioufnefs of the bar- 
racks, had found himfelf raifed on a Hidden to a 
point of elevation, which, by fwelling his natural 
pride, had neither altered his tafte, nor polifted 
his manners. Eleven years pafled about the peribn 
of the emprefs, in the refinements of luxury and 
voluptuoufncfs, withheld him not from braving the 
inclemency of the feafons, nor from expofing him- 
fclf to the fevereft fatigues, nor from the purfuit 
of the coarfeft indulgences. Since his difmiflal 
from the poll of favourite, he remained in poflef-^ 

• Vafiikfchikof continued in favour twenty- two months* It 
vill hereafter be mentioned to what the prefcnts amounted which 
Catharine made to him as well as to her other favourites. 

Con 
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banked with granite ; and provided with fpaciout 

quays of the fame material^ and elegant balluftrades 

of ironi ib as to form agreeable walks through the 

feveral quarters of the town. Sumptuous bridges 

richly ornamented, of hewn granite, were likewife 

conflru6lcd in various parts acrofs the Moika, the 

Fontanka, and the feveral canals that unite their 

ftrcams. Palaces and public offices were eredled ; 

amdng them a palace of prodigious magnitude, 

built entirely pf marble of divers colours from Si- 

bcria*. If the eye of the ftrangcr, dazzled with ib 

much brilliance and fplendour as this refidence 

afibrds, fees with concern and almofl with difguft, 

the intervals of wretched huts and dirty lanes ; yet 

the inhabitant, recolledling with real fatisfadlion 

the former condition of mod of the quarters and 

ftrects, feels the more fenfibly the almoft magical 

improvements, and looks forward with compbcency 

at what the whole inuft gradually become. Of the 

iramenfe Ladoga-canal, the banks that were fup* 

ported by timbers are, fince 1763, walled with 

fione. The many beneficent and public-fpirited 

inftitutions of the em prcfs required new buildings, 

which were conftantly erecSled with magnificence 

and talle. Nor were her cares confined to the 

* The magnificeQce of this palace is fuch» that it never fails 
to remind the beholder who fees it for the fird time* of what be 
has read in the " Arabian Nights" fairy and genii tales, and the 
like. The prefent emperor Paul afligned it for the refidence of 
the late king of Poland, by whom it was inhiibited till his death. 

refidence 
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love of command were of the rudeft and mod dan* 
gerous nature. — ^The princefs Dafhkof was not of 
Orlof *s party, but belonged rather to Panin*8 ; and 
after a long abience in a kind of folitude fhe ap- 
peared again at court in 1773, received from the 
emprefs a prefcnt of fixty thousand rubles, with < 
fubfequent marks of her favour. and the pod of 
director of the academy of fciences. Count Panin 
filled unitedly the moft important places with the 
emprefs and the tzarevitch ^; and nothing can be 
faid more to his honour than that he gained the 
efleem and afFedlion of them both. The whole 
public alfb aicribed to him perfect integrity in 
conjundlion with a too great love of eafe. He di* 
rented the foreign affairs^ and his v(Mce ia the 
council was of very great weight. As preceptor 
of the grand duke he was beloved by that prince 
with a truly filial afFeAion. Few princely families 
can fliew an inftance of greater tendernefs of heart 
than one which we know of Paul Petrovitch : ia 
count Panin*s lad illnefs the tears of the imperial 
youth inceflantly flowed as he knelt by his bed- 
fide, and gratefully kiflcd the hand of his dying 
mnflcn After his death the fincerity of the prince's 
grief was manifeft to the few who then had accefs 

to him. 

An impartial obferver, who faw the emprefs in 

• Literally the tzar's fon; the imperial fucceffor. Formerljr 
thii WM the only Ayle of the heir apparent. So latdy as the time 
of ftttt thcgtfat, hii fon wai alwayi called uarcvitcb. 

1772 
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1772 and 1773^ defcribes her in the following 
manner : " She is of that fiature which is necefla- 
lily requiiite to perfe6l elegance of form in a lady, 
^e ' has fine large blue eyes ; her eyebrows and 
hair are of a brownifh colour ; her mouth is well- 
proportioned^ the chin round, the nofe rather long; 
the forehead regular and open, her hands and arms 
round and white, her compledlion not entirely 
clear, and her (hape rather plump than meagre; 
ber neck and bofom high, and (he bears her h^d 
^th peculiar grace and dignity. She lays on, as 
is univerially the cuftom with the fair fex in Ruilia, 
a pretty ilrong rouge. She has adopted the ufud 
babit of the ruilian ladies as the model of her drcfs, 
which by ibme Aight alterations in it, fhe has 
(o improved, that it is not only very becoming, 
but may very properly be deemed an elegant mode 
of attire. She never puts on rich clothes except 
00 iblemci feftivals ; when her head and corfet are 
entirely let with brilliants : in grand proceflions 
ihe wears a crown of diamonds and precious flones. 
—Her gait is majefiic : in the whole of her form 
and manner there is fomething fo dignified and 
noble, that if flie were to be ieen, without orna- 
ment or any outward marks of diftindlion, among 
a great number of ladies of rank, fhe would be im- 
mediately efleemed the chief. There is withal in 
the features of her face and in her looks an uncom- 
mon degree of authority and command. In her 
charader there is more of livelinefs than gravity. 

N 2 She 
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She ii courteoii;, gen:: 
devout. 

" I Iff ordinary method of V::'j, in which ihc hm^ ^^ 
almoA nivvays [rcrfcvcred, was at chii: tii!!c, this ^^s^ 
About fix o'clock in the niorn'ng the i-rr^iircis ufiKi-»"H" 
ally riles. To which we may add, that fi^-iii-.^^ntlj^Cyj 
even in the depth of winter, (nay, in ih;.- !attc^»^*er 
years of her life almoft coinmonlv.) Ihe rofe carlieK^^^cr. " 
She iifcs, without calling any one, to prepare he^ f er 
own brcjikfaft : as in general fhc is not fond of bcin_ ^"■-'ig 
much waited on, and accordingly difpcnfcs wit.^ ith 
all attendance on her pcrfoii as much as poffibl^ I fc. 
The bufineiii of her toilet lafts not long; durin ^~^'>g 
which fhe figns commiflions, orders, and papcc :-^im3 
of varir)us purfKirt. On days when the counc::m^^'l 
doca not moot in her aj:artmcnts, flie is bulie^si^^^''- 
alone in the ralinct from eight till eleven of tlr""^*^ 
forenoi>n ; llie then ufually goes to chapel, wher^ ^* 
the fervicc continues till twelve, P'rom this tinKT^*"*^ 
^ Ibmc of the minillcrsof thefcverRi deparV ' 
iaccels to her. After the table is re^^ 
which Ihe iits down at lateft at aboiK:-*' 
i to work again for an hoi*^-* 
■ boliocfsmay reijuire; (}iethc» '^ — 
t, or goes out in a coacf- 



majefty appears at th» *" "^i 
iticcs are alternately ^ 
eraprefs takes he»- "^ 
happens extremely fcl — ■■^' . 
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dom.) it never continues later than half after ten ; 
at other times fhe retires at ten. 

" JThc only court-day in the whole week, holi- 
days excepted, is funday. On this day in the 
morning, as the en^prefs pafles from chapel to her 
apartments, fhe gives the ambafladors and foreign- 
ers of rank who have been once prcfentcd, her 
hand to kifs ; likewife fach perfons as have any 
petition to prcfcnt, or defire to return thanks for 
bounties received, are prefented on this day to the 
emprefs, and kifs her hand, dropping on one knee. 
The court begins not till fix o'clocl; in the even- 
ing. At the fame time a ball or concert is ufually 
given : the emprefs never dances, but fits down 
immediately to cards, having previoufly told the 
chamberlain in waiting whom fhe will have of her 
party. ' In autumn 1772^ it was commonly tlie 
auftrian and pruflian minifl:ers, and of her own mi- 
oifters count Razumofsky, prince Ga:Ilit2in, and 
the two counts Chernichef. The emprefs plays at 
piquet, or fome other game at which ihe is not 
obliged to be eonllantly filent. A fcmicircle is 
formed round her card table, which the ladies begin 
on the left hand, and the privy-counfcllors clofe on 
the right. When the emprefs has fini(bed her 
.^ame, Oie gets up and talks indifcriminately with 
the ladies, generals, and minifl:ers that form the 
<irclc. At about ten o'clock, and often earlier, 
ihe breaks up her party, and then retires unobfer-r 

N 3 ved 
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vcd through a fide-door. What has been Here 
mentioned relates only to the winter months, when 
the court is at St. Peterfburg. While the en^)reis 
is at Tzariko-felo there is no cou^ held except on 
extraordinary feftivals. 

** Of civil procefles, criminal and confiftorial 
caufes, the emprefs allows nothing to be referred to 
her in the hours of the forenoon allotted to confer 
with the minifter. Yet no peribn can be condemn- 
ed to death without previous information delivered 
to her: when this punifhment is almoil always 
commuted or mitigated. But all matters relating 
to the army, the navy, the finances, to foreign af- 
fairs, the taxes, and public buildings, mufi be re- 
ported to her by the chiefs of the feveral depart- 
ments. — ^Every one knows that the empreis is made 
acquainted with whi^itever concerns the adminiftra- 
tion of government, and a6ks from herfelf in all 
ftate affairs* — As (he never interferes in the private 
matters and family concerns of her houfehold, (he 
has always time enough for bufinefs of a public 
nature ; efpecially as fhe regularly and uniformly 
apportions thehoursof her day to the accurate inter- 
change of writing, converfation, exercife, and com- 
pany. In conftitution the is healthy and robuft ; 
her mind is tranquil, cheerful, and always difpofed 
to bufinefs." 

In order to introduce the pradliceof inoculation 
into the remoter partjs of her empire^ Catharine 

infiituted 
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mftitutcd hol'pitals for that purpofe in various pla- I 
CCS, even to the extremities of Afia, where tIie*-J 
praflice la carried on with fuccels not only in citie* ' 
and towns, but even among the nations of the . 
ftcppcs. 



4. CHAP. IX. 

Di/contenti in divers parts of llie empire. — Caufcs 
that Jetermtiefeveral Impoftors to ajfume the name 
of Peter ITI.—RcbeJUon of Pugatjhcf.—Bts fuc~ I 
tejfes. — His reverfe offortttiie. — IHs execution.^ \ 
Regulations of police, i^e. 

X HE unifonn profpcn'ty of the emprefs fceined 
for a moment to have reached iis term. A terrible i 
fiorm was gathering in the remoter pro\'inces of 1 
ibc empire ; the fky of its horizon darkened ; the i 
black clouds came on ; the thunder growled; the ] 
tcmpert threatened to overturn the throne of Catha- ] 
fine. Some parts of the conduift of that princc6 ' 
had excited great difcontcnts in a confiderable , 
number of her fubjei'ls. Several of the ancient 
nobility took offence at the caprices and arrogant 
ah^ of her (avouriies ; while the clergy burnt with 
the defirc ofre^'engc for the lofs of their privileges, 
and the people mtirniured at the vexations with- 
oac number to which they were cxpofed. The 
boors, in fhort, uerc almoin become ^tj^t^^ 
feeing iheir children fucccffivcly ravffr i- 
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v.- -uati:t^ :cr tiirnifliing recruits to the armies^ 

*u.*.:> *->? yford of the Turks, and the horrible 

^fcip^e^ ^«n: inceflanily mowing down on the 

^,<- ^i 'jx Danube. The kozaks of the Don 

;^, A. ->x* rift iignal of revolt. They had at their 

^,.1^ A -uan^ who, knowing their credulity, and 

ct ' -g -Jic ipirit of difcontent that was fpread among 

XfM, vjuickly fucceedcd in caufing feveral pro- 

• .jccs:o rile, and who, if he had been mailer pf 

t^x^ irt in taking advantage of his fuccefles, 

^(.Hiid undoubtedly have given a different turn to 

iv itttc of Ruflia. 

5Ut it (hould firft be explained what it was that 
^trrtDincd this man to take upon him the bold 
Mf^ Nc played. The popes could not forgive Cfi* 
Virtue for not reftpring to them their pofleflions. 
Ifbcy had recourfc, therefore, to impoflure, as one 
^the mod fure and eafy means of revenge ; having 
V^tfuedj from the ecclcfiaftical hiftory of all ages 
^!fc,{ nations, how feldom it fails of fuccefs. They 
tfcvv;>iely fpread abroad the report that Peter III. 
^1^ QOt dead; and that he would ibon make his 
nj^^iwrance to reclaim his throne of the emprefs. 

A falfe Peter III. had indeed prefented himfelf 

in the province of Voronetch ♦ ; but he was taken, 

ik^'ltrcd to be an impoftor, and puniflied with death. 

Some years after-f*, a deferterfrom the regiment 

^Qrlof, named Chernichef, appeared in the village 

• He wai a fitocin^lcer of. Voronetch, and appeared in 1 7^7. 

♦ In 1770. 
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of Kopenka, on the frontiers of the Krimea^ and 
alio gave out that he was the emperor fuppofed to 
be dead. The popes procured him a great num- 
ber of partiians; and they were preparing to crown 
him in a church, when a colonel of the ruffian 
troops, who had been informed that Chemichef 
was inciting the people to a revolt, came and fei^ 
zed on him, and inilantly caufed his head to be 
finick off. 

At the beginning of the naval war in the Archi- 
pelago, the Montenegrins made head againfl the 
Turks, refufed to pay the ufual tribute, and drove 
the collectors out of their diilridl. To this they 
were incited by a foreigner, moll: probably an Illy- 
rian, named Stefano Piccolo, who in the feven- 
years war had ferved among the auftrian irregular 
troops, and afterwards could find no inclination to 
peace and tranquillity. Count Orlof, in 1769, 
took advantage of his fituation in thofe parts, and 
fent to him prince Michael Dolgoruky ; but he 
would not be perfuaded to agree to the propofals 
of thele commanders, felt himfelf rather uneafy 
too under the ruffian guard that had been fet over 
him, and found means, by one artifice or another, 
to circulate the report that he was really the de- 
throned emperor Peter III. The enthufiafm in- 
fpired by the ruffian name among the Greeks of 
thofe provinces, led them eafily to believe that 
what he pretChdcji was true. Some of their bifhops 
warmly enpouraged thp enthufiafin ; and this fbra- 

tagtm 
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tagem occafioned an infurrcdion among the people. 
But it was not long before the janrflaries obliged 
the riyrians to take to flight ; more fortunate than 
the other falfe Peter, he efcaped the fcafFold. 

A fourth impo<i:or appeared afterwards in the 
government of Ufa. By birth a vaflal on an eflate. 
belonging to the family of Vorontzof, he fled among 
the kozaks, and followed a detachment which went, 
at the beginning of 1772, to join the ruflian army. 
On coming up to one of tRe ftations in the defert 
between the Don and the Volga^ he aflembled fait 
comrades, and aflured them that he was Peter HI. 
This ftupid and barbarous crew believed him, ac- 
knowledged him as emperor, and fwore to die in 
iis defence. This done, he proceeded to appoint 
his minifters, his generals, and prepared himielf 
for wearing the crown with as much confidence ad 
if he had been in poflcffion of a kingdom and a 
powerful ariny. But his reign was not long. At 
the end of a few hours a ruffian oflicer came, and 
caught hold of his upftart majefty by the hair of 
bis head, caufed him to be bound by his own fub- 
jefts, and fent him to prifon atTzaritzin. There 
the foldiers and the inhabitants, excited by the 
monks, made an attempt to fet free the impoftor. 
But colonel Ziplctof, commandant of the fortreft, 
a part of the garrifon having retained their fidelity, 
iucceeded, by means of their fire-arms, in difperf- 
ing the fcditious. The impoftor was immediately 

condemned 
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ooademoed to the knoot, and perifhed under the 
ibourge of the hangman. 

A priibner at Irkutik attempted^ in 1772, to 
follow the exampleof the four delinquents of whom 
we have jufl been fpeaking, and met with no better 
a htc All thefe tragical farces were only the 
prelude to fanguinary fcenes preparing by a more 
formidable villain. 

Catharine now was doomed to fee the third and 
greateft calamity that befel her during the whole 
of her reign; an open rebellion^ and itsattendant, 
a civil war. This calamity alio took its rife in Afia, 
and proceeded quite to Mofco. The author of it 
was Ikhelman* Pugatfliefi the fon of a kozak^ and 
bom at Simove'iik, a village on the borders of the 
Don. He ferved at firft as a common foldier in 
the army which the emprefs Elizabeth fent, in 
1756, againft the king of Pruflia. He afterwards 
made the campaign of 1 769 againft the Turk% 
and fought under general Panin at the iiege of 
Bender. On the furrcnder of that town he applied 
for his difmiffion ; which was refufcd him. Upon 
this he fled to Poland. Here fome hermits of the 
greek confeflion, of whom he demanded the rights 
of hofpitality, kept him concealed for (fime time. 

With thefe hermits he frequently dilcourfcd of 
his campaigns and his various adventures. Oric 

• Some perrons call him Y'emelka, 2nd othrn, Ycxtlyan Pi3» 
gatihef ; but he is oamed Ikhelman 10 the ninlMm of the em. 
prefs. 

d;iy 
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^f ic »atct£ to them, that while he was in the 
innv lit ^enerji Panin, a rufiian officer iaid to him, 
jcter coocoxipbting htm for a long time, " If the 
•* emperor Peter III. my matter, were not dead, I 
** tfaoulii believe that I faw him once more in thee.*' 
The hermits fcemcd not to pay much attention to 
tiiis matter; but Ibme time after, one of their coni- 
niJcs* whom Pugatllief had not yet fecn, exclaiqi-* 
cJ all at once, " Is not that the emperor Peter 
^ III :'' The monks then made attempts to fc- 
duce him ; and found no great trouble in fuccecd- 
ing. . As xooiy n:? he was prepared for being em- 
ployed as an inhrnincnt in their inipollure, he went 
to the town ol Dubranka, where he flayed (bnie 
dav5;. Thence he proceeded to Little Raffia, and 
Icjourned among the fcclr.rics, who are very nti- 
Dcierous in thofe parts, and pra6life the greek reli- 
ction as it was taught by the primitive church. 
*tbc impoftor, who pretended to the greateft fane- 
litw aflimied the garb of a patriarch, and befiowed 
bi:i benedidlions on the people with all the folem- 
uiU of a new apoftle. He declared that he had 
tK/ icltilh or interefted views, being entirely weaned 
Mv\« the vanities of the world; that his life had 
>vVik long devoted wholly to piety ; and that, as 
\\M oi he had placed his dear fon upon the throne, 
K ^vHild again retire to terminate his days in mor- 
:^)AiMi and prayer. Notwithflanding the groff- 
viivS ibis impofture, the pitiablcnefs and marvcl- 
cv* c«vH^ttitlances of the tale, operating upon the 

difcontent 
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difcont^nt and ignorancfT of the people^ procured 
him an infinite number of followers, among whom 
were many of the nobility of the government of 
Orembprg, where the troubles began^ as t^ell as 
of the adjoining countries. Afraid of being, de- 
te6led as a deferter, he ran to the kozaks of the 
Don, and became adjutant to the ataman Ephrai- 
mof. Thence he pafled on to the inhabitants of 
the banks of the Yaik, a river to which Catharine 
fince gave the name of Ural *. Pugatftief com- 
municated to feveral of thefe kozaks the deiign he 
had formed of putting himfelf at the head of a 
party, and engaged them to accompany him into 
the mountains of Caucafus, with the afTurance that 
there they would find powerful fuccours-f-. They 
were ignorant as yet that he had rcfolved to give 
himfelf out for Peter III. But, as it was known 
that he was difpofing the people to fedition, he 
was feized at Malekofska, and fent to take bis 

* It was to obliterate the memory of the rerolt of thefe ko^ 
.zaks that theemprefs ordered t]ic name of the river Yaik to be 
changed into that of Ural, and tlie name of the mountains of 
Yaik into that of the Uralfkoi mountains. 

+ The tartans and the kozaks arc very cafily incited to rerolt* 
An officer from Picardy, named Dorigny, who was colonel of 
dragoons in the fervice of Ruflla, propofed in 1730 to the charge 
d'afiaires of France at Pcterlburg, to raife three hundred ihoufand 
TfcheremiflbyKalmuks or Kozaks, and by that means to prevent 
the Ruffians from fumifhing fuccours to Auftria. Dorigny pre- 
tended to be certain of fuccefs | bat the court of France refufed 
to favour hit proje^. 

trial 
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trial at KaMn. The governor here neglected to 
profecute bim. PugatOief^ while in priibn, was 
frequently vifited by the popes^ who, it is not to 
be doubted, were in pofleffion of his fecret. They 
furniihed bim with money, which he employed in 
corrupting his guards, and made his e(cape. He 
immediately rejcMued ibme of his old comrades, 
went down the Volga as far as the mouth' of the 
Irghis, proceeded up that river, and penetrated 
into the dcfert. Here he faw his company increaf^ 
ing from day to day ; and when he thought be 
might iafisly reckon on a formidable party, he pub- 
licly declared that he was the emperor Peter IIL 
deliverered by a miracle from the band of his 
aflallins. 

It was not at firfl known with certainty wbak 
could have moved bim to this foul revolt, and in- 
duced him to a<5t fo dangerous a part. Some 
inlagified it was at the infligation c^ the divan : 
and indeed the Turks could not have wifhed for 
a more timely diverfion, and which aAually, in 
1773, wrought very powerfully in their bebalfl 
Others faw in this bulinefs the finger of the french 
miniflry, which on finding its hopes of the enerva- 
tion of RufSa by the difturbances in Poland and 
the war with Turkey fruftrated, might have recur- 
red to the artifice of raifing up an intefl:ine foe. 
However, of all this no trace was ever to be dis- 
covered. Pugatlhef had no foreigner about him, 
and often (hewed that be was in want of far better 

counfel 
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oouniel than be could obtain from his own un-* 
formed though not very defeftive underftanding; 
If any european cabinet was working at a diftaiKre 
upon him and through him^ it was neceflary that 
he ihould at leaft have begun his rebellion^ ere the 
thought could have occuired to it c^ meddKng. in 
the matter. Perhaps therefore, as fome furmifed^ 
the iirft movement was in himielf. What was 
undeniably the caufe that moved his tribe to join 
him was the religious difcord that fubfified between 
that race and the dominant church. Fugat(hef> 
befides ailUming the name and chara^er of Peter 
III. did not wdnt difcernment to fee how much it 
might advance his dcHgns to blend religious pre^ 
fences or pitjudices with the political motives that 
might operate towards the bringing on of a revo* 
lution. In Rufiia there is a fort of feparatifis^ 
who in the former century fprung up on the intro^ 
dudlion of ipme alterations in the eccleiiafiical 
rites and ceremonies by the patriarch Nicon The 
government encouraged his reformation ; while 
Aiany of the fubjedls regarded it with abhorrence 
ds an iifnovation, and the patriarch himfelf as anti* 
chrifi. For thefe people the party-name Rolkol* 
niki, which is tantamount to heretics of fchifmatics> 
was invented ; but they call themfelvcs Starove^tzt^ 
or Believers according to the old faith. They re* 
je£i all that is done by the prevailing chunch as 
unholy ; becaufe they think the regular facceffion 
of bilhops interrupted by Nicon, and therefore 

3 . rcfufe 
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refufe to acknowledge his adherents for true priefts* 
They defpife the public worfhip which is admini- 
llered by the clergy appointed by government, 
never receive the communion of them, nor fuffer 
their children to be baptized at their hand^. On 
the other hand, they boaft their bifliops and prieils 
to have received genuine confecration from the 
patriarch Jofeph, which has been propagated in 
undifturbed fucceffion. They live, however, fo 
clofe and retired, that their difcipline and prTnci- 
ples are not thoroughly known ; as they have un- 
dergone fome fevere pcrfecutions, cfpecially in 
former times and fo lately as under Peter I.— 
Catharine II. immediately on her acceffion to the 
government^ aboliftied feveral regulations that 
tended much to the difadvantage of the Rofkolniks. 
In Ruflia proper there are but few of this fc6t of 
faith ; but all Siberia is full of them ; and all the 
kozaks of the Don and of fouthern Alia are zeal- 
oufly attached to it. At firft fight it may appear 
furprifing, that a rude and half-favage people ftiould 
take part in theological controvevfies with fo much 
zeal. But we learn from the hiftory of Poland, 
that the horrible wars of that kingdom, with its 
protected relatives the kozaks, in the lall century, 
had likewife religious cocercion for their founda- 
tion : a defign was formed to force them to throw 
off the original form of their primitive religion, 
and to become of what were called the United. 
The hordes of kozaks feem to be extremely bigoted 

2 to 




EUFRESS CATBABINB ll. 



to pure orthodoxy, and to hold all attempt at ia- 
nevation in abhorrence. In fa6t, it is wonderful 
that governments (hould think, of perlecuting fucb 
limple honeft bciogs tor their notions on thefeand 
(imilar fubjecls. 

Befidcs this violent animosity to the cftablifhed 
sbofch, and befides the natural inconfiitency of 
tbis turbulent people, another circumfiance occur- 
red to the kozaks of the Yaik. They had for fe- 
BCial years before been engaged in violent diffe- 
rewxtwith ihciratiaman'*, concerning the bounds 
of llheir fiDieries, and the court was obliged to fend, 
i" 17^7) general Traubenberg, and the captain of 
ibe guards Durnof, to quell them. But the 
kozalta were fo diflatisfied with the decifions of 
tbefe commiiUoiiers, that they murdered the gc- 
Iiaiil,and cruelly treated the captain. Thcfc crimes 
remained unpunilhed, becaufe the government was 
too much employed in foreign concerns : a difad- 
vautage that naturally attcntla a too great extent 
of empire, that foreign poiilica and war take off 
ihe Attention and energy of government from the 
interior. The kozaks thcmfelves, however, did 
(Kx forget what they had done, and apprehended 

• This worti Hgnificj a eoinmandcr.— But it dilTcri from h«. 
iMft, which implies ihe chid' of the koz«k ftatc collcftifdy. 
Ihii latici polt, whkh confcru great w»lih ii well u cnotmoui 
poii'ct, ihr crown hu uften (uSeicd Co tU (Uitmant. Eliiabclh 
'^tivcd it foi her favourite Kaiutnofslcy, Catharine aboitlhcd 
ihc^ignit)'' again in r 764., liui afitrrwardt conferred it on prince 
httttJkia, 

VOL. II. o very i 
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very dangerous confequences from it : they thought 
the crown was making preparations for revenge, 
and concluded that the bed fecurity on their fide 
againfl it was a farther reiiftance by means of re- 
bellion : belides, they fancied that the filence of 

m 

the court was a mark of its weaknefs, and that 
they might therefore take thefe fteps unheeded. 
BeiidcS) prince Vafcmfkoy, procureur-general of 
the fenate, had deprived them of a great part 
of their paflurages, and forced them to fell much 
of the live flock. The minifter Zakhar Chcmi- 
chcf, after having diminifticd their pay, already 
but fmall,' only anfwercd their deputies, .who 
brought their complaints to Petcriburg, by order- 
ing them the battogues. They were alfo ordered 
to raife recruits for a regiment of huflars. In 
Ihort, their minds in general were bent ujx)n vio- 
lent incafureSj when Pugatfhef made his appearance 
aqfiong them, and renewed to their imaginations 
the tranfadlions of the Don-kozak Stenka Razin, 
who, in the preceding century, in the time of the 
reforming patriarch Nicon, had raifed a formidable 
rebellion, firft among the hordes of the Volga, 
and then among thofe of the Yaik. The kozaks, 
• in general, from the levity natural to a people not 
tied down to a calm and fedate way of life, are 
not accultomed to a6l with confummate prudence, 
and have frequently caiifed alarm to the govern- 
ment ; but on many occalions likcwifc their bravery 

and 
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^nd fidelity have been of eminent fervice to tbe 
ruffian empire. 

Pugatfhef took the moil efFediual means of 
working on the temper of his nation by giving 
himfelfout for Peter III. pretending that he made 
his efcape by flighty through an extraordinary in<- 
tervention of Providence, from the murderers who 
were determined on his deftrudlon, and in place 
of whom a foldier very like him had been fubfti- 
tuted as a vi6lim to their fury : that the report of 
his death was only a fidlion coined by the eourt^ 
to compofe the minds of the people, and reconcile, 
them to the prefent unlawful government, by be- 
ing cut off from all hopes of a better. 

The kozaks on tbe borders of tbe Cafpian, a 
credulous and ignorant race, and remote from all 
correfpondencc with any principal towns, received 
in 1773, with honeftjoy, the private intelligence 
of the condition of the man to whom they looked 
up for deliverance fromthe oppreffions of the pre- 
dominant church ; and, ftrange as it may feem, 
this very cffcumftance made thefimple ftory cre- 
dible to them. In order to juftify the dethroni- 
zation of Peter, the people were at that time told, 
that he wanted to alter the drefs and the rites of 
the clergy, to (liake the eftablifhed religion to its 
very foundations and facrilcgioufly to diminifh the 
fplcndid revenues of the church. What idea 
could the kozaks entertain of that emperor, ac- 
cording to this account of him, but as of agenuine 

' o 2 rolkol- 
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to Aock about t^ewi, ^nd found it highly natural, 
that he would throw himfclf into their arras as 
his brethren in the faith. With hearty attach- 
ment^ therefore, they joined ihemfelves to hira ; 
having before them the ravifhing pfofpeft of rcta-^ 
liating on the predon^inant church alt the calami- 
ties it had brought upon their fathers, if the em- 
peror fhould re^afcend the throne that of right 
belonged to him, by their ailiftance, and that then 
the orth(>dox believers would completely triumph 
over the execrable innovatx>rs, iEhc cruel corrupters 
of the orthodox faith ^. 

About 



raflian fidih^ aumbers of thorn havo atTembled by families 19 
bams* and have fuffi^red themfdves to be burnt alive. This hap. 
pcoedin 172X9 in various parts of RuiEa. 

* The more to allure thefe people^ and all others who found 
tkeipfidvea moved with a fpirit of reformation , 10 efponfe hit 
caofe* Pogatihef ifTaed a manifefto, in which be declared him* 
felf not only a fupporter and protedor of the dodrines of Foma, 
but alfo of religions liberty in general. To fafcinate the imagi. 
nations of an ignorant people, a portrait of the fuppofed martyr, 
uriih an axe by whieh his hands were chopped off before he watf 
bttxnt, were carried at the head of the army. An impoftor» who 
called himfelf Foma, was alfo procured, who preaclied daily to 
the peoplCf laying before them the do<flrines of his prcdecefTor, 
and expatiating in the mod pathetic terms, upon the iniquity of 
tbe poniihment which he fuffered, and the cruelty of the tor- 
ments which he endored. After thus working upon the paflions 
of the people, he proce^ed to explain to them the illegality of 
cfce preient government^ and to expatiate on the enormities of 
(be courts panicolarly (hewing the iniquity of the preient war 

o 3 with 
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About the middle of September, 1773, Pugat- 
(hcPs whole retinue confided of nine perlbns s a 
few days afterwards he was at the head of three 
hundred men. With thefe, on the 17 th of Septem- 
ber, he boldly prefented himfelf before Yaitlk, and 
fummoned that town to furrcnder, notwithilanding 
there were in it five thoufand kozaks and two field- 
laments. To thefe troops he fcnt his manifefto, 
in which he declared to them, among other things, 
** that he was Peter III. who had efcaped from 
'^ Ropfcha at the inflant when his afilaflina were 
^^ about to murder him ; that the traitors who bad 
^^ dethroned him, and dreaded his return, had 
falfely invented and propagated the report of his 
death ; that he had been obliged to put on the 
difguife of a kozak, to bear amis for his pror 
fecutors, and afterwards to conceal himfelf apiong 
*f the true and faithful believers to whom he had 
^^ made himfelf known ; that having learnt at length 
" that the brave kozaks of the YaYk were refolved to 
** free themfelves from the yoke of the ufurpatrix^^ 
he was come to put hin)felf intp their hands, 
and to offer to march with them to vidlory and 
to vengeance." Immediately five hundred of 
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with the Porte, by which^ beHdes it$ injudice, the empire was 
defolated, and thoufands of men every day flaughtered. Thefe 
fermons inflamed the minds of the hearers to fuch a degree, that 
they departed from them with violent fttcries, declaring them, 
felves for God^ Peter the third, and Foma,^ 

thp 
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he kozaks came over to him, bringing with them 
even of their officers:, the lieutenant-colonel, 
-^vho was commander of the place, fearing left all 
is people (hould defert him, drew back into the 
own. Piigatfhef followed him, and cauftid that 
fficer to be hanged np ; and in this manner he 
ven afterwards a£led with all the commanders of 
he places to which he came. It would be impof- 
ible .to defcribe all the cruelties with which this 
%»arbarian treated the feveral perfons of rank that 
^11 into his power ; as well as to delineate his 
inarches froni place to place, his conqucfls of towns 
aind his battles, which fhew that. he was not want- 
ing in CQiirage, and frequently not in regular plans 
and ftratagems of war : nor would the attempt be 
Jefi /ruitlefs, to recount on the other fide, all the 
xniftakes and negligences committed by the ruffian 
^xnnmanders, and the bafenefs with which numbers 
of them fubmitted to him. General Karr was 
appointed by the court of Peterlburg to go and 
reftore tranquillity. Whether he thought that the 
bare news of his arrival would difperfe the rebels, 
he travelled poft from Mofco to Orenburg, which 
Pugatibef kept clofe befieged ; by his raftincis and 
imprudence, however, he facrificed the whole of a 
large detachment ; afterwards renewed the attack 
with what foldiers he had left, was beaten, arid 
returned by poft to Mofco with as much haftc as 
he had left it. 

Fugatfhef, attended by his kozaks, as well tbofe 

o4 l^ho 
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•or bb firft partiians as the others who iince 
cfced tbemfelves to him^ attacked the colonies 
«ilkii the empreis had newly efiabliihed on the 
Auks of the Irghis. He wanted their arms and 
ikw bodes : thefe he carried off, bat did them 
90 hither harm ; for as yet he afleded a modera- 
tion> to which foon fucceeded the moft atrodous 
brutality. Having already under his command 
fourteen thouiand foldiers, he prefented himfelf 
again before the gates of Yaitfk.. He fent to the 
governor an order^ figned with the name of Peter 
III. to furrender to him the town. The governor 
refufed to obey ; and Pugatfhef began the aiiault^ 
but was courageouily repulfed. Perceiving diat 
It would be impoffible to carry the place by force, 
be refolved to turn the liege into a blockade^ and 
oblige it to furrender by famine. This proved 
alike inefFedlual ; for the garrifon, though reduced 
to the neceflity of eating the flcfh of theiV horf«, 
and even to live upon boiled leather, obAinately 
continued to hold out, and rcprcfled the inhabitants 
who wanted to open the gates to Pugatlhef. The 
patience and the zeal of this garrifon were nobly 
rewarded. A confiderable body of ruffian forces 
came to its relief juft in time to lave it from the 
luaflacrei to which there is no doubt that it had 
Ihtu devoted by the rebels. 

Pwgatflief was not long ere he compcnfatcd him* 
Iclf (or this difappointment. He furprifed the 
tribes (KIoBtSj and took, fword in hand, the two 

fort relies 
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forfrefles by which they wei« pmte^Sled. The 
fort of Tatifcbeva, which be afterwards attacked, 
made a flouter refiiiance : but the fbrtificatJons 
being only of timber, he configned it to the 
ibnnes, and forced the garrifon to feek their fafety 
fey flight. 

The governor of Orenburg, informed of the 

progrefs of the rebels, marched againft them a de- 

.tachment under the ordtrs of colonel Bulof. This 

officer was deficient both in prudence and fortitude: 

^nd, being furprifed in the defiled of the mountains 

lDy the troops of PugatOief, he was inhumanly put 

to the fword. Thofe of his foJdiers who refufed 

to enlift among the rebels remained prifoners. 

Oeneral Chernichef, who at the head of a iecond 

detachment, was to have joined colonel Bulof, 

fuffered himfelf to be furprifed as the latter had- 

been, and met with a iimilarfate. 

The army of Pugatfhef being now grown 
ftrong by forced recruits and voluntary and more 
nnmerous acceilions of kozaks, that rebel returned 
to the attack upon Orenburg. The governor of 
the town had already reduced himfelf by the feveral 
detachments he liad fent againft the rebels. The 
foldiers that remained to him were not in a con- 
dition for making any defence. Orenburg was on 
the point of being taken, when the garrifon of 
Krafnogerlk advanced with fuccours, and valiantly 
cutting a paflagc through the beliegers, threw 
themfelves into the place and faved it. 

The 
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Of the rapid conquefts of Pugatftief" 
tiitt iKW adherents. Whole hordes came 
uuuer bis ftandards: the Bafhkirs,.* 
,^-^ r*at? iive prioclpally by the produdls of the 
,^^. .^vtt the ruflian territory, and wear its 
^ *.*j iiicontent, declared themfelvcs for the 
•wi«*. =«*i runiilhed them with numerous recruits. 
^ *v s^^iis iTiortly after followed the Bafhkirs i 
«^w .«<•« :uiitated by the Budyak Tartars^ whom 
j«. . a^^M«K had caufed to be tranfported to the 
4» kV the Volga after the capture of Bender, 
wu%> v.\>uld never forgive that emprefs for their 
iiuacion. The revolt fpread itfelf into the 
vvioiiies of tbofe countries. The pcaiants 
^j^/^<d in the copper mines and the foundcries 
^ • j« MK>untains of Ural, left their work and took 

^j;4iihef now vigoroufly pufhcd the fiege of 
,^%»iOvi<i;. While the trenches, were occupied 
>x »fc»«? \\irt of his troops, the other went and 
x<.^»x v>rt' the copper money which is coined on 
«x i^^ AiKJ laid up in llores. Here he alfo call 
4au%ja jmkI balls for the fcrvice of the operations 
w^ui • ?K? town. He tmployed fome of the winter 
.ik^iU this fiege*, during which time he dc- 



* ' H t^^^ ^^ rrduccd to the lafl extremities. A pood of 

,^. .>^ MK Wnlrtd and forty rubles. The inhabitants then 

. »H ^^ itti^»i*g • jelly of the (kins of animals, dr)-ing the 

•> » HM pol^ivroing it« they made it into bread by mixing with 

livcred 
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livered himielf up to the excefles of debsfucheiy 
and craelty. 

The rebels had by this time fo numerous an 
^umy^ that the regiments fent from Kazan often 
narrowly elcaped being forced, in defending the 
pafiage of the mountains which Separate that city 
6aai Orenburg. During the winter a body of 
ten thouiand Kalmuks, after having revolted in 
the environs of Stavropol, and flain the brigadier 
V^gudzac* their commander, joined themfelves to 
the troops of Pugatfhef. But what contributed 
perhaps to render his army dill more formidable^ 
was a great number of* the Poles whom Catharine 
had fent into exile in the deferts of Siberia. Glory- 
ing in fo many advantages, Pugatfhef ran over the 
mountains of the government of Orenburg, com* 
initting depredations wherever he came. The petty 
town of Ufa was the only one that made any 
rcfiftance. He committed the fiege of it to one of 
^hc chiefs of his army, and marched ftrait to Ekata^ 

• 

nnenburg, where he knew that there was a dcpofit 
^f nearly E million of rubles in copper money newly 
coined. An accident faved the town. At the 
'nftant when Pugatihef came up to it, he received 
^e falfe intelligence that a ruffian army, fuperior 
'n force to his own, was advancing by a circuitous 
^ute. He believed the information : and having 
flackened his march in order to colledl his forces, 

* He was a ftench refogce. 

left 
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left time to the regiments difperied on the frontiers 
of Siberia, to come to the defence of Ekatarinen- 
burg. 

For ibme time after Pugalfhef bad taken arms, 
obfervant of the leilbns he bad received frottt the 
hermits of Podolia aiul the priefis of the rofkolntki, 
he put on the appearance of much moderation and 
piety. He wore an epfcopal robe, gave tbe bene* 
di(5^ion to the people, repeating his aflurance» that 
for himfelf he was, deititute of at) ambition, and 
that be had no other deiign than to place the grand 
duke bis fon on the throne, and then go and finiih 
his days among the pious reclt^fes, who bad af> 
forded him fo convenient an afylum after his efcapo 
from his aflaffins. This artful condu<^ procured 
him foldiers. Other means obtained him vi^ftorjr ; 
and then adding courage to activity, he let no 
opportunity efcape him for Spreading far and wide 
the terror of his arms. He dexteroufly took ad- 
vant(ige of the knowledge of the country in which 
he conduced his warfare, and the imprudence or 
the weaknefs of the enemy. He never abandoned 
the pillage of a canton but in order to fly to a 
fiege ; and fcarcely had he obliged a town to fub- 
mit, before he was on the march to engage in a 
battle. But this man, who triumphed with fuch 
rapidity over all the fcverities of fortune, was in* 
capable of fupporting its favours. Succefs increaied 
his arrogance ; he thought it impoflibic to meet 
with obftacles which he (hould not eafily furmount. 

He 
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He threw j£de aU conilratnt^ gave foope to his 
ftfiguinary temper and lo his bratal pailions, fuf* 
fered the enthuiiafiii of his partilkns to oooJ^ gi\te 
time to his adverfaries to prepare to fubdue liicn^ 
and at length was fuddenly flopped in his mad 



The fpirtt of rebellion had fpread as far asMofcd* 
Marfhal Roman tzof had not dared to weaken him- 
fAihy fendix^ fuccours to that capitai, which was 
defended only by a garrifon of fix hundred men. 
Pagatfbef had no more to do than to preient him- 
idf bc&re it, for making bimielf maficr of \bt 
place : he neglected to go. Thus lofing by his 
own fault, not only the fecond city of the empire 
in point of conicqucnce, but an army alio of one 
bnodflui thousand v:iHals who cxjjoc^d him there, 
and only i^-aitcd bis arrival for elcaping from boud- 
agc. 

Pugatfhef neglected even to profit by the ad- 
vantages he had gained in the provinces which had 
fubmittcd to bis arms. He ipcnt the greater part 
of the winter in the ufelefs ficgcs of Orenburg 
and Ya'itfic. It was before Orenburg that he 
exterminated by the fabrc all the officers and 
gentry of the country round ; not Iparing even 
their wives and their childirn : determined, as 
he faid, to fhed the very bfi drop of blood of 
the haughty and tyrannical nobility. But, by a 
ftrange inconfiftcncy, at the fame time that he 
was inhumanly butchering the nobles, he conf;rr:d 
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ibem of an amnefty to be in force till the firft of 
April in tbe enfuing year. Laftly^ by the third a 
reward was fet upon the head of Pugatfhe^ pro- 
niiiing a reebmpence of one hundred ihoutAnd 
rubles to whoever (hould put him to death*. 

Neither was Pugatlhef, on his fide, (paring of 
maniieiloB; and on their publication he always 
ttx)k care to affix the name of Peter III. By one 
of tbele manifcllos he affranchiied ull the boors. 
He al(b caufed rubles to be ilruck, with his effigy 
and this infcription : *^ Peter IIL emperor and 
" autocrator of all the Ruflias." And on the re* 
\'crfe, " Rcdivivus et ultor.'* 

In the mean time general Bibikof was already 
at Kazan -|-. Having received advice that the rebels 
had made thcmfelvcs mafters of Samara, he de-' 
tachcd a part of his army to go and retake that 
city. The licge was not of long continuance. 
The rebels abandoned the place with eight pieces 
of cannon and two hundred prifoners. 

The noblefle of Kazan were convoked ; and 

< 

general Bibikof invited them to join him in op- 
pofing the rebellion. To this the noblefle were 
already difpofed, as it was their own caufe which 
they had to defend. Their example was followed 

* It plainly appean that the emprefs was much alarmed at this 
xrvolt, and yet (he had fo much felf- command as to make a jelt 
of it in foroe of her letters. She even called the chief of the 
rebels ie marquis Fugatjbef, 

t He arrived ihcre the zjih of December, '"73. 

by 
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1>y thofe of Sinbirfk, of Pesza^ and feveivl otjier 
governments; and the reginients diey formed 
wlibout lofs of time considerably augmented the 
forces of Bibikof. Catharine then vrrote to that 
general, ^^ that not only jQie ikff with gratitude the 
^^ zeal which the nobles had lb generoufly diifday- 
'^ ed, in ofieriog to lacrifice every thing to the pub* 
^' lie welfare ; but that to give on that occafion a 
^ (hining mark of her benevolencey (he bad reibl* 
^^ ved to become herfelf a member of the nobility 
*' of Kazan, and to be regarded as a denizen of 
« that city.- 

Lieutenant-colonel Grinef gained a firft advan-^ 
tage at Alexief *• After an obftinate refiftance, 
the rebels left him mafter of the field of battle and 
three pieces of cannon. A few days afterwards 
they fell upon him while on his march, but they 
were again difcomfited. Some other lieutenants 
of Bibikof obtained alfo confiderable fuccefles in 
engagements with feveral bodies of Tartars. Not- 
withftandtng which, the rebels increafed in num- 
bers and iniblenoe from day to day. They ran 
tram all parts of caftem RuiHa, and! ravaged an 
extent of country of upwards of fix hundred leagues. 
.General Bibikof having advanced at the head of 
thirty-five thoufand men, forced Pugatfhef to raife 
the fiege of Orenburg, where a famine was begin- 
ning to rage. The rebels retreated into the envi- 
rons of Tatifchcva. Bibikof fent in purfuit of them 

♦ The.gth of January. 

major- 
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major-general prince GalHtzin with a confiderable 
body of troops. Prince Gallitzin attacked Pugat- 
flicf, and fought him vaUantly : but for this firil 
thne he obtained no decided advantage. On this 
occafion he could not help remarking, that the fe- 
rocious intrepidity of the rebels was direc^lcd by 
officer* who had not acquired the whole of their 
iki!l in the deferts of Balchkiria or among the tents 
of the Kalmuks*. 

On his retreat from prince GalUtzin, Pugatfhef 
changed all at once the courfe of bis march, and 
felt upon Bibikof, who had only kept with him a 
weak part of his array. The confli6l was b!oody, 
and ihe ruflian general loft his life. 

Prince Gallitzin burnt with the dcfire to revenge 
I^e death of Bibikof He attacked the rebels again 
Rear Karga;ila, twelve miles fiom Orenburg : in 
thisaAion he killed a great number of them, and 
difperied the reft. Pug;it(hef that day fought fix 
hours ! but Iccing hiiiifelf abandoned on all fides, 
he took to flight, and efcaped with difficulty to 
I he mountains of Ural, where he was joined by hia 
partifans wiih all poffible fpeed. But prefently ap- 
pearing again with a confiderable army, he made ' 
himfcif mailer of feveral places to theeaftofthe 
uiouQtains, fetting fire to I'uch as made the leaft 

* Ii t> affirmed, that among [Iieni wa^a brother of ihe famoui { 
Pnliufiky. general or the conre^Jention of Bar. Bernlei f< 
[hritleiden, as Antizof. UfT icf.anJ Nai^a.Baki-Azmd 
biive and iniclligfni mm. f 
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refiftancc. Here he was attacked by a body of 
Ruflians^ who routed him afrefh^ and obliged him 
to take again to the inacceffible heights: where 
oercciving that the only courfe he had to pur(ue 
was to attempt at retrieving his fortune by fame 
fignal advantage, all at once he deicended from 
the fummits of Ural, and marched with rapidity 
towards Kazan, leaving marks of his cruelty at 
every ftep of his way. No fooner had he appeared 
\)eforc Kazan; but he fet the fuburbs in one con* 
flagration. Major-general Paul Potemkin*, go- 
vernor of the province, n)ight have kept the fiqld- 
againft Pugatfhef, and have oppofed himfelf to the 
combuftion of Kazan: he chofe rather to fhut 
himfelf up irt the fortrcfs, where the rebels befieged 
him, and would inevitably have taken him, if colo- 
ncl Mikelfon had not come up to his deliverance. 
JPugatflief had not even dared to wait for Mikelfon, 
but precipitately raifed the fiegc, and fled: Mikel* 
fon, however, went after him, came up with hini) 
harafled him for three days, and at laft gave him 
a total defeat, after a long and bloody conteft. 

Pugatflief continued fighting in his defence till 
he had not above three hundred kozaks left. With 
this troop, whofe bravery and fidelity fupported the 
h6pe of the impoftor, he put fpurs to his horfe, 
crofied the Volga, and gained the defert. 

It might have been reafonably cxpeded that this 

* He was a coufin of prince Potemkin. 

defeat 
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defeat would bave intimidated all fuch as had form* 
ed the projedl of joining the rebels j and yet Pu- 
gatihef faw daily arriving about him whole fwarms 
of kozaks, of Kalmuks^ of Bafbkirs^ and, boors, 
whom the very found of liberty, and the hope of 
efcaping their oppreflive mailers^ had <:aufed to 
abandon their labour, and fly to arms. Proud of 
the number of his troopS3 who feemed to multiply 
ID propbrtion as they were deftroyed by the ruflian 
cannon, he refolved to proceed to the attack of 
Mofco. "His partifans continued fecretly to fan 
the flames of rebellion. The people waited for 
him as for a redeemer ; but it was too late. At 
the infiant that Pugatfhef was beginning his march, 
he learnt that the Ruffians had jufl concluded a 
peace with the Ottomans. Dreading now that he 
ihould Have to contend with the greater part of 
the army of marfhal Romantiof, he thought of 
turning his arms to another quarter. 

Intelligence being brought him that fome ruffian 
regiments were encamped on the Ihores of the 
Volga, he defcended along that river, came upon 
thofe regiments by furprife, routed them entirely, 
and took by aflault two or three little forts, of 
which Saratof was one. The commander, who 
knew the cataflrophe to which he was doomed, 
feized the moment when the conqueror was bufied 
in pillage, and efcaped with fifty men alone. The 
town of Dmitrefsk was bafely furrendercd by trea- 

p 2 chery 
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chery to Pugatfhef^ who bad the barbarity to cauib 
the governor to be impaled alive. 

While he was at Dmitrefsk^ he was told that 
the afironomer Lovitcb^ member of the imperial 
academy of (ciences at St. PeterflHirg, was employ «- 
ed in the neighbourhood in taking levels for a canal 
projcAed between the Don and the Volga. He 
immediately commanded hnii to be bnougfat befive 
htm ; and when the learned and peaceful affaxmo- 
mer was in his prefence^ he ordered bis men to 
lift him up upon their pikes^ '^ in order^** faid he, 
'^ that he may be nearer the ilars;*' and then cauied 
him to be cut in pieces by the kozaks. Btit fuch 
atrocious k&$ cannot be of long duration ; and the 
greater the exceflcs committed by Pugatflief the 
greater was the lecurity of the emprefs. 

That princeis^ freed fh>m the cares ib long oc* 
cafioned her by the war with the Turks, gave 
orders to fend fireih troops againft the rebels^ and 
committed the command of them to general Pa- 
nin, who had gained great reputation by the taking 
of Bender. But from the moment that prince 
Orlof was reinilated in favour, his inveterate hatred 
to the minifler extended itfelf to his brother alio : 
and theemprels confcnted, for fome time^ to let one 
of her bell generals remain in a (late of ina^lion. 
The want (he had of him, or rather the reviving 
favour of his brother, induced her to employ him 
again. At length he ihi out on his march againll 

Pugatflicf. 
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Fugatihef. The rebel forces were bearing hard 
upon the town of Tzaritzin, an(i doubtlcfs intend- 
ing for it a fimilar fate with that of Saratof; but 
they were obliged to raife the iicge with precipi- 
lalion. Panin fent off a detachment to colonel 
Mikdfbn. With this reinforcement Miicelfon cut 
off tbe convoys of Pugatfhef, flarved bi& army, and 
attacked him at the very time when, encumbered 
with many carts loaded with baggage, and a multi- 
tude of women who accompanied it, it was en- 
gaged in the intricate pafles of the mountains. 
Notwithiianding thedifadyantage of their pofition, 
the rebels determined not to fubmit. Great num* 
bcrs of them were killed on the fpot; 'and many 
of tbe rdk periibed in the precipices, and anK>ng the 
lleep and rugged rocks where they fought a refuge. 

Fugatihef kept tbe field of battle till he had ab* 
folutely no more means of defence. He now again 
fwam over the Volga ; then crofled tbe vafl defert 
which extends through the adjacent diilridl, and 
found himfelf at nearly tbe fame place where he 
fiirft raiied the flandard of rebellion. Several of 
his friends bad rejoined him on his flight ; but 
bMUger, fatigue and difappointment determined 
great numbers to forfake him; notwithtianding 
which, be might bng have caufed difturbance to 
the empire^ if treachery bad not fteppcd in to the 
ailiftfnce of the ruilian army. 

Antizof, the intimate confidant of Fugatihef, and 
oni^ (^ tbe chiefs who b«d the moil authority with 

p 3 tbo 
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the kozaks, had been taken prifoner ; and his con- 
fcquencc was employed in reducing his nation to 
obedience. Gifts and promifes were lavifhed upon 
him ; and he was commiflioned to aflure his coun- 
trjrmen that the cuftomary gratifications for the 
defence of the frontiers (hould be renewed. The 
qxpenccs occafioned by the war againft the Turks 
had caufed the payment of thefe gratifications to 
be fufpended: and this was one of the motives 
that gave birth to the infnrredtion of the kozaks. 

But, after all, to the indefatigable exertions of 
colonel Mikelfon, Raffia is peculiarly indebted for 
the quelling of this dangerous rebellion. From 
January 1774, he purfued the rebels without inter* 
miffion, how numerous foever^ their fwarms, how 
remote the expedition, and whatever fortune at- 
tended his enterprifes. It almoft exceeds belief 
with what toilfome perfeverance Mikelfon purfued 
his march over the deferts of tracklefs fnow, with- 
out a guide, without fuccours, at timesalmofl: with- 
out food ; how his company, always fmall, and often 
fpent with fatigue, whenever they met with the 
great hoft of the rebels, always attacked, and al- 
ways beat them: only by the prudence and the 
bravery of the colonel, and the confidence he had 
acquired from his troops. Upwards of feven thou- 
fand verfts did this excellent foldier traverfe at the 
head of his corps, yjrithin a few months, in the moft 
inclement feafon. 

Pugatfhef had at one time with him a prodigious 

concourie 
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concourfe of people. Whole nations^ the BafK- 
lirs^ many of the Votiaks, many Tartars, flocked 
to his banners. He conceived the grand idea of 
conquering the ancient and great capital of the 
lungdom of Kazan ; and his attempt fucceededv 
Only the detached fort which Potemkiii had enter- 
ed held out againft his attacks. The archbifliop 
of Kazan cam^fubmiflively, with a bag of gold in 
bis hand, to the conqueror, and only waited for the 
fort to furrender, that he might bring him a fe<- 
cond bag, and folemnly crown the rebel. The 
impreflion this circumftance would have made on 
the people is not to be told. In the regions of 
^Orenburg, Kazan, and Ufa, the generality of the 
inhabitants had declared for the impoftor; When 
the reftlefs Mikelfon prefled him hard, when he 
was in want of provifions, or military operations 
compelled him to change his quarters; when, by 
battles loft, the number of his efFe6live followers 
was dimmiihed to four thoufand men : he needed 
only to fliew himfelf in new diftridls, and the fub-f 
jedls immediately rofe againft their lords, murdered 
them, or drove them away, and declared themielvea 
openly for Pugatfhef At length he fe^p^ed to 
have formed the moft dangerous of his pUns : he 
was approaching faft to Europe, and had crofted 
the Volga. Whole regions went over to him. 
With the utmoft confteruation it was thought pofr 
lible that, he might pufti on to Mofco ; for it is 9 
well known &l&, that the e^Ltremely ^umeroas jpo^ 

F 4 pulace 
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pulace of that capital were difpoied to join him, 
and longed for his arrival. If he had attempted 
this with hafiy marches, nothing could have refiAed 
him : and who can calculate the coniequences if 
Moico had fallen into his hands ? But here Pugat- 
fhef (hewed that, though endowed with talents 
and great prefence of mind ^^ yet he was too much 
of the barbarian for the execution of any great 
plan as a ilatefman or commander : he neglected 
Moico, though it is faid that the general diQx^-* 
tion there was not unknown to him ; and loft his 
time in tempting over the kozaks of the Don and 
the Tartars of the Kuban. Now his perfecutcnr 
Mikelfon came up, and cut him off from Moico i 
the refl of the troops furrounded him, and (hut up 
his wailed army in a defert five hundred verfb iq 
length behind Tzaritzin. Hunger, thiril, and 
awakening confcience, opened the eyes of his foU 
lowers* As He was prolonging his miferable life 
by gnawing the bones of a horfe, fome of the prin-i 
cipal of them ran up to him^ frying, ^^ G>me, thoii 
^' hail been long enough emperor," He fired a 
piilpl, and (battered the arm of the foremoil ; the 

^ At the Don his firft wife had been found out, (for at the 
Yaik- he matried a (econd,) and b^en fent to Kasan before thai 
city waa conquered* in order to convince the people of thofe 
parts of his real condition and origin. On his arrival there he 
happened quite uncxpededly to fee her, s^nd, knowing her, he 
faid, withont the leaft alteration of countenance, " Clothe that 
*' woman well. 1 knew her hulband ; he has been of great (tu 
** vicp tp noe on iqany occafions*'* 

reil 
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reft of the kozaks bound him^ ran away with their 
priibner over the defert to their feat on the Yaik, 
and fent a meilenger to the commandant of the 
place to inform him of what they had done. Gc^ 
neral Suvarof^ hearing of the event, put the rebel 
under a fufficient guard, and fent him to prifon at 
Yaitlky from which place he brought him to Sin- 
birik^ where he delivered him over to general count 
Panin (who had formerly taken his difmiflion, but^ 
from real patriotifm had requefled to be permitted 
to have a (hare in this conteft *.) Mikelfon was 
purfuing the enemy in the deferts, when he receive 
ed intelligence of the fate of the leaders of the in* 
fui^ents. Upon this he condudled his troops to 
Saratof^ to reft after the fatigues they had under<^ 
gone, but proceeded himfelf to Sinbirfk, where 
Panin gave him a noble and friendly reception, 
and whence Catharine recalled him, in order to 
recompeqie him acccuxling to his defert.— -Thus 

* It is poSblc that the virfue, which had hitherto baffled the 
hopes of reward, was not proof againfl the fears of death, and 
that thefe koj^aks had offered, on condition .of obtaining a par. 
don, to find dbt their chief and deliver him up alive* It wa« 
laid, that while Antizof was negociating his accommodation ^ 
three other koxaks, who bad likewiie beeq bribed, undertook to 
deliver op Pugatibef ; that, accordingly, they went to him» and 
advifcdhim,as no means w'cre now )eft hin\ of fafety, to make a- 
voluntary furrender ; that, incenfed at this baiencfs as he called 
it, he wanted to ponilh one of them on the fpot ; and that then 
the three fell upon him at once, bound him, &c« The fiid as 
tdated in the text, came out on th^ trial, 

terminate4 
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terminated the rebellion, in w^ich an hundred thou- 
iand men were ilain. 

General Panin caufed the traitor Pugatftief to 
be put into clofc confinement at his head-qitarters, 
together with feveral of his principal accomplices^ 

The wretched man, in his prcfcnt deplorable 
ftate^ preferved a melancholy but unconquerable 
filencc. He was conveyed to Mofco * in an iron 
cage, and fuch meafures ufed as prevented the 
poflibility of his dcftroying himfclf. He for fbme 
days refufed all fuftcnancc ; but his keepers found 
means to comjx^l him to cat. In his fublequent 
examinations at Mofco, he is {aid, either to have 
counterfeited madnefs, or to have been in reality 
a wretched enthuiiaft, flill perfevering in his pre- 
tcniions to the empire, and refting thereon his 
whole plea of defence. 

It is, however, to be remembered, that facts 
tranfpire with great difficulty through the walls in 
which fuch examinations are taken, and that the 
reports given out for the gratification of the peo- 
ple, only wear the momentary colour which at the 
time it is thought neceflary to give them. In a 
letter written by the cmprels, upon this occafion, 
to the french king, after informing him that the 
author of the revolt was in her power, fhe fiiys, 

I fhall keep his depofitions fecret, that they may 

not aggravate the dilgrace of thofe who fet him 
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• Pugatlhcf arrived at Mofco in the month of September 1774, 
and was executed the 2 1 (I of January following. 
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*• on.** This rcfblution undoubtedly argues both 
good ienie and magnanimity ; but fhews at the 
fame time^ that Pugatflief was only an inilrument^ 
and that the fources of the rebellion were to be 
traced elfewhere. 

When the emprefs was informed that Pugatflief 
was in the prifon of Mofco, fhe appointed a com- 
miflion, who united with the fcnate, for the trial 
of the rebel: taking care, at the fame time, to 
recommend to them to be fatisfied with the con- 
feffion of his crime, without applying the torture, 
and without requiring him to name his accom- 
pliceSk Her majelly was doubtleis apprehcnfive 
left the declarations of the culprit might oblige 
her to multiply punifhments, and plunge the era«- 
pire into new calamities. 

The fentence pafled on Pugatflief was, that he 
(hould have his two hands and both his feet cut ofF; 
that they fliould be flicwn to the people ; and th^t 
afterwards he fliould be quartered alive. But this 
butchering fentence was not fulfilled. By fome 
perfons it is (aid that it was mitigated by a fecret 
order from the emprefs. Others pretend that the 
executioner was leis inhuman * than the judges ; 
and others again afRrm, that it was by a mere 
miflake of the man. However it be, Pugatflief 
was firft decapitated; after which his body was 

* What (eems to confirm this opinion is» that, after the exe» 
cytion of Pugatihef, the wretched hangman had hit tongue ctit 
pat» and was fent into Siberia. 
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cut into quarters, which were expofed in as nutnj 
parts of the town. Fivd of hta principal acpom* 
piices were likewife beheaded ; three others were 
hanged ; and eighteen more underwent tbe knoot^ 
and were fent to Siberia. Pugatlhef met bis fiite 
with the mod undaunted refolution, but waa in- 
duced to acknowledge the juilice of bis fentencet 
the deception he had afed, with his true name aad 
condition. It is faid, that an obfervation made 
feveral years ago, by the celebrated count Tottle- 
ben of the flriking refcmblance which he bore lo 
the late emperor Peter* III. took fuch pofleflion of 
his mind, as to have been the operating caufe of 
that calamity and ruin in which he involved^ with 
himfelf, a great part of the empire, which coil it 
the dcflru^ion of a great number of towns, and of 
upwards of two hundred and fifty villages, tbe in- 
terruption of the works at the mines of Orenburg, 
and the whole trade of Siberia. Tbe Badikirs, 
who in 1770, amounted to twenty-feven thou- 
fand families, loft, during the rebellion, great 
numbers of people, and, after it was finally quel- 
led, many of their privileges and immunities. The 
Meflflieraeks, a tartar nation, who lived amongft 
them, formerly paid them a land-tax ; this, as a 
punilbment on the former, was now abolifhed ; 
for the Mefllhcrajks had remained true to the 
crown : they were immediately declared to be a 
free people, on the footing of the kozaks, and re- 
ceived feveral of the villages of the flaughtcred 

6 Bailikirs, 
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Baihkirs^ reckooed at one thoufand eight hundred 
and forty-nine farms. — Laftly, in order to make 
an awful impreilion on the nations around, by a 
lafting'snd fenfible token of difpleafure, the em- 
preffi^ by a ukaie, aboliihed the name of Yaik for 
ever. That river, which takes its rife from the 
tailem fide of the mounts Ural, and gave name 
to the ko2aks that dwell on its botxiers> is at pre- 
(ent, throughout the ruflian empire, called the 
Ural : and the town Ya'itlk, where Pugatftief be- 
gan and finifhed his rebellion, bears now the name 
of Uralfk* 

The rebellion of Pugatflief was of longer cou- 
tmuancetban oould have been cxpefled^ con(ider'» 
ing the rmmbcrleis defeats which his party re- 
<:dved. Over thofc wafte and wide regions, whofo 
exaift boundaries are fcarcely known, and in whoie 
.general diQ^lBy, the extenfive kingdoms of Kazan 
and Aftrakhan appear only as provinces, are fcat^ 
tared a number of fmall nations, frequently diftincft 
in religion, manners or language, and fo feparated 
\>y deferts, and other natural impediments, that 
though in general, and in fome degree, they are un- 
der one controlling government, it frequently hap- 
pens, that they have very little knowledge of each 
other. Such fituations, fuch a difference of poo* 
pie, all extremely ignorant, with fuch boundlefs 
fccncs of action, afford opportunities for adven- 
ture, impofture, efcapes from purfuit, and a ror 

ncwal 
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newal of rebellion or war, which are unknown in 
confinec) countries and among civilized nations. 

Wc have already (hewn, that foon after the 
commencement of Pugatfliefs rebellion^ the court 
bfPeterfburg had publifhed a manifefto, to caution 
the people againft the artifices and pretences ol 
that impoftor. At the famis time, a reward oi 
one hundred thoufand rubles, together with the 
decorations of all the ruflian orders of kni^thoodj 
was offered to any perlbn who would iecure him, 
whether alive or dead. Though this was an im- 
menfc fum of money in fuch remote countries^ 
and the favour of the court, with the propofed 
honours, would have been temptations, almolij 
refifllefs in any ; yet fo high are certain principles 
of honour held among rude nations, that of. the 
many thoufand barbarians to whofe cuftody he was 
of neceffity obliged at all times to intruft his pcr- 
ibn, and in the various iituations and opportunities 
which misfortune, defeat, flight, Iblitude, and dark- 
nefs, prefentcd during the courfe of his adventures^ 
not one could be found bafe enough to accept ol 
thofe rewards at the price of the propofed treachery, 

The rebels were attended with confidcrable fuc- 
cefs in the beginning of the troubles, and by theii 
great Ibperiority in number, cut off fome detach- 
ments of the regular forces which were aflembled 
haflily to oppofe them. Sonrie ruffian ofHcers ol 
name pcrifhed in thefc encounters, and the rebcia 

cruelly 
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cruelly maflacred all thofe who bad the misfortune 
to fall into their hands. They pofleffcd themfelves 
of icYcral places which were of fome note in thofe 
countries^ and for a long time befieged Orenbui^, 
the capital of the province of that name. Wc 
find by the detail, that they were pofleflcd of a 
confiderablc train of artillery, though no notice is 
taken of the means by which it was obtained. It 
docs not appear upon the whole, that Pugatftief, 
though artful and bold in his defigns, had any great 
talents as a foldier, nor was endued with thofe 
heroic qualities which, however favage in the exer«* 
tion, have wonderful efFe6ls upon mankind, and 
had often been produdlive of extraordinary revolu- 
tions in that part of the world. 

Thus the emprefs Catharine conducted and con* 
eluded a dangerous and moft extenfive war, which 
involved a great part of Europe and Afia in its 
operations, with the highefl honour to herfelf, and 
the greateft glory and advantage to her country ; 
while, at the fame time that fhe was fo deeply cn- 
gagfe4 with an enemy who for many ages had been 
deenied iuvincible, and had fo long continued the 
fcourgc and terror of the chriflian world, fhe was 
alfb equal to the oppofing and furmounting of an 
obftinatc and alarming rebellion, which preyed 
upon the very vitals of the empire. In the former 
inflance (he outftripped the glory ot Peter the 
great, by wiping off the difgrace whi(ph he met 

with 
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with upon the Pruth^ and fucceeding in the only 
point in which he was foiled. 

On recalling to our memory at once the mo- 
mentous occurrences that followed one another fo 
rapidly in fuch a fhort ieries of years^ we are loft 
in admiration of that mind which could calmly 
and iedately furvey their tumultuous fuoceffion^ 
and could, in perfedt compofure, provide the fitteft 
means for aiTuaging then: violence^ and corre<^og^ 
their influence, while it (hewed itielf firm and 
great in all other trania6Uons of a public nature, 
both foreign and domefHc, ib as to gain the reve** 
rence of friends, and extort the refpedt of foes- 
But this is not all : ever interefled in prompting 
the glory and elevation of the country which had 
&llen under her guidance, Catharine at the lame 
time was promoting its internal welfare, by ea^ 
couraging the fciences and the arts of peace; 
and wherever fhe appeared, eafc and cheerfulnefs 
were in her train ; and her converfations and let* 
ters were always feafbned with pleafantry and 
temperate mirth. 

Shortly after the punifhment of Pugatfhef, tb# 
cmprefs had a frefh opportunity for difplaying her 
clemency, by granting a pardon to men who, 
though not guilty of crimes of fo heinous a nature 
as thofe of that traitor, yet were juttly deferving of 
capital punifliment. They were the treafurers of 
the empire, who had embezzled the public money. 

Catharine 
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Catharine Would not even allow them to be brought 
to trial. She had overcome what was naturally 
irafcible and violent in her temper, and had learnt 
patience and lenity from the leflbns of philofbphy. 
She has alfo been heard to fay> " What I cannot 
" overthrow^ I undermine and root up." The 
heavy burden incurred by her foreign and domeftic 
wars did not prevent the emprefs from taking off 
moil of the taxes which were laid for their fup- 
port ; and, as if the ftrength and riches of govern- 
ment in her country incrcafed with its expence, (he 
alio abolifhed a number of the ancient taxes, which 
were either coniidered as difcouraging to agricuU 
ture, or burdenfome and oppreflive to particular 
provinces or orders of the people. In the fame 
ipirit of beneficence and good policy, fhe lent 
great fums of money, intereft free, and for a 
ipecified term of years, to thofe provinces which 
were ruined by the late rebellion ; and, to crown 
a general pardon, (he ftridlly forbad any particu- 
lars of that unfortunate affair to be called up, or 
any reproaches ufed on its account, but condemn- 
ed all matters relative to it to perpetual filence and 
oblivion. 

She alfo eftabliflied a number of other regula- 
tions, all tending to the fecurity, advantage, and 
/Mppinefs of her fubjcdls, to abolifli pernicious 
diftiniftions, deftroy ruinous monopolies, reftram 
the cruelty of punifhment, remove oppreflive or 
iofipolitic reftridlions or prohibitions, and to re- 
^OL. II, a ftore 
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ftore mankind to a more equitable degree of equa-^ 
lity, in thofc different ranks which they fill fn 
fociety. A pardon was alfo- granted to thofe ciri- 
minals who had already undergone a long degree 
of fuffering for their crimes ; and an ordinance 
ifliied to prevent any future criminal prolectition 
from being admitted, unlefs commenced within 
ten years after the date of the accuiation. Equal 
humanity was fhewn with re(pe6l to impriipned 
debtors, who, under certain limitations, and in 
certain circumftances, were releafed from confine* 
ment. All the heirs of the debtors to the crown 
Were difcharged from their bonds and obligations. 

The infurgents' now returned every where to 
their duty. The revolted provinces were already 
completely ruined ; fo that the inhabitants required 
little further punifhment than what they had 
brought upon themfclvcs. Spme ^examples were 
ncceflarily made, in thofe places which were moft 
remarkable for their difaftcdlion ; but we do not 
find that the fcverities were cxceffive, nor the 
vi6lims to juftice numerous. In the mean lime, a 
general famine prevailed in thofe defolated coun- 
tries, and government was at great expence and 
trouble in fending corn and meal, from its maga- 
zines at Mofco and other places, to prevent the 
people from immediately perilhing. As thefe re- 
fources were unequal to the fupplying of whole 
countries, for any length of time, with provifion, - 
other-raethods were afterwards devifed to prevent — 

the progrefs of the famine, 
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Thus Ruilia enjoyed her power, influence, and 
glory, with a noble and fplendid magnificence. Alt 
her affairs, were condudled upon a great and ex- 
tenfive fyftem ; and all her adls were in a grapd 
Hyle. She fat fuprcme between Europe and Afia, 
and looked like the dictator of both. In her was 
fcen a great but dill growing empire, which not 
having reached the fummit of her deftined power, 
felt life and vigour glowing in every part. The 
fucceiles and confequcnces of the war enlarged 
the fpirit, extended the views, and dignified the 
minds of the people. In fuch a ilate every thing 
is bold and mafculine. £)ven vices and crimes 
are great. 

If Catharine was able to do fo much for the 
benefit of her country during fuch turbulent times, 
what might not be expelled of her in a period of 
peace ?— She would, however, have performed 
much more, if even this period had been fo caUn 
as at firil fight it would appear. But it was not. 
If no war employed the emprefs to the detriment 
of her internal adminiftration of government,* yet 
foreign affairs attra6led too much of her attention. 
There was no great tranfa6lion in which fhc would 
not interfere ; and in order to interfere with fb 
much impreffion, with fo fignificant an influence, 
as ihe did, a great force mull be kept up, and a 
ready participation conftantly viiible in all the' oc- 
currences of Europe. She might have looked on 
"cvith indiderence whsn ambitious princes joflled 
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each other, or feeble governments were haftening 
to their fall ; but the former contended for h^ 
countenance, and the latter awakened in her the 
idea of ftill adding to the territory of her prodigi- 
ous empire. Alliances, guarantees, leagues, pre- 
parations, meafures for attradling more refped, 
decifive arbitrations, plans for future enterprifes ; 
in (hort, every thing which the luft of dominion 
can fuggeft, and in which policy can be employed, 
was tlie obje6l of Catharine's mighty mind; which, 
fecure from every power on the earth, could adl 
in any voluntary dire6lion. And even envy itfelf 
muft confefs, that (he performed her part in the 
grand drama of the world with a dignity never 
feen before : — here a kingdom was to be treated 
as a province of her dominions ; there, an inde* 
pendent Hate to be annihilated by a manifefto : 
here bounds were to be fet to the arrogance of a 
foreign potentate ; there, a gigantic projedl to be 
condu6led and advanced. All muft allow, that 
Ihe was never forgetful of the intcrefts of her em- 
pire : new life and improved organization Iprung 
up beneath her forming hand. But that outward 
acf^livity diftiirbed the fixed and fteady view of the 
interior, and kindled at length a war, which though 
ilie again triumphantly concluded, yet unnecef- 
farily emptied her exchequer, and wafted herafmy. 
Among her neighbours arofe jealoufy and the 
flefire to hurt, which acquired the legitimate ap- 
pearance of felf-defcnce. Thus were brought to- 
gether 
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gether from all fides the embers of a dangerous 
combuftion, while fmiling fortune feemed prepar- 
ing for the empire the bleflings of peace. — Had 
Catharine fhcwn a generous fcorn for foreign fame 
and never engaged in a war ; or, perhaps more 
properly, had never felf-intereft in the maflo of 
flattery cncompaflcd her throne ; in all probability 
hiftory would have had but one voice in extolling 
her as the model for fovcreigns. 

A politician of great fagacity*, in fpeaking of 
the commerce and wealth of Ruflia, faid many 
years ago, " Nothing can be more prejudicial to 
*^ this increafe of wealth than foreign wars, by 
which perhaps more hard money goes out of 
the country than its mines and its commerce 
produce. If, on the contrary, this yearly na- 
tional profit were employed on the inner cultiva- 
tion of the country, far greater benefit would 
accrue, even for foreign commerce, than could 
be obtained by the mofl: brilliant conquefts. 
" Ruflia fliould avoid all wars ; and as, from her 
*^ fituation as well as by her power, ftie is fafe 
•* from all attacks from without, fhc may eafily 
*' avoid them. Ruffia (hould, as little as poffible, 
*^ take any concern in the foreign tranfadlions and 
^^ commerce of the monarchs of Ij^urope, and 
^^ dirc<5l the whole of her attention to the increafe 

• M. von Strucnfee, in his ** Account of the Commerce of 
tbc Scales of Europe/' 1778, part i. p. 505. 
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•^ and extenfion of her internal improvement And 
^^ though in that cafe it is probable that not fa 
** much would be read in the foreign gazettes and 
*^ political publications about the ruffian empire 
" as at prcfent : yet, in return, the ruffian fubjedls 
** would obtain a higher degree of profpcrity and 
*^ happinefs." 

But what did not Alexander do, that the idlers 
in Athens might have fomething to lay of him ? 
In nearly the fame manner Catharine feemed afraid 
that Europe might forget her, nay, that the name 
of her empire would be expunged from the cata- 
logije of its Hates. She even thought it neceflary, 
in the firft paragraph of the firft chapter of hef fo 
frequently mentioned *'Inftru(9ion,'* to make- the 
declaration, " Ruffia is an europcan power,** Our 
quarter of the world had after\yards frequently oc- 
caiion enough to remember that fhe was a party 
concerned in it. 

Poland had particular reafon to know it to her 
coil : and Germany now felt her influence in a 
more beneficial manner. Peter III. as duke of 
Holflein, was'a prince of the empire. The Got- 
torp divifioti bordered on the german territories of 
the king of Denmark : a renewal of the ancient 
feuds between thefe two kindred houfcs threatened 
to break out : and no plan for an accommodation 
for the future could ever be brought properly to 
fucceed. Catharine at length removed the difficulty, 
and for her very trifling relationfhip in a truly ex- 
alted 



] 774*3 EMPRESS CATHAItIXE II. t^l 

« 

alted manDer. It likewife appeared to her^ perr 
baps^ unfuitahle, that her foii, now arrived to his 
majority, as heir to the imperial crown of Ruilia^ 
ihould be at the fame time skti adlual reigning 
prince in Germany*. In 1773, fhe propofed, in 
her fon's name, an exchange with the hojjfe of 
Denmark^ to which it readily agreed, whereby it 
was to receive, the ducal portion ^f* in return for 
the col^ntry of Oldenburg and Delmenhorft in 
the circle of Wcftphalia. Thefe latter, therefore, 
fell to the grand duke ; who dire6Uy ceded them, 
without compenfation, to the younger fon of the 
Qottorp line, Frederic Auguftus, biihop pf Lubek, 
by whofe irabecil fon, Peter Frederic William, they 
are now inherited. The two counties J arc efti* 
mated at forty-five fquare geographical miles, con-f 
taining eighty-five thoufaqd inhabitants, and yield- 
ing an annual revenue of two jiundred and thirty 
thouland rixdollars : fo difintereftedly did Catharine 
barter, fo magnanimoufly did (he make prefents. 
'yi^e elder branch of the houfe of Holftpin-Gottorp 
therefore had no longer a feat among the princes 
of the gennan empire ; but Catharine kept an 
ambaflador at the diet of Ratifbon, whoie vote 
was certainly nqt without confequence. The 

• Sec the genealogical tables in the foregoing volume, tab. iL 
p. 60, 

+ Comprifing the city of Kid, &c, 

^ Converted into a dukedom by the emperor of Germany 
and the fiato of the empire in 1776. ' 

a 4 cmpreG 
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completefl: political organization canilot com pen-' 
(ate the individual citizen for the defedl or the loft 
of a well-regulated police. 

Civil fecurity muft prefuppofe civil liberty : otber^- 
wife it would produce tranquillity indeed; but it 
would be like the tranquillity of the grave, the 
confequences of which are foulnefs and cgrruption. 

The former is the refult of combined and art- 
fully-connedled aims; whereas the latter is the 
cfFedl of one fimple maxim. In a word, fecurity 
is forced from the executive power, liberty may be 
granted. 

The Hate of civil fecurity in every government 
is an explained problem ; the laws, and the means 
of obtaining it, are objects of public notoriety. 
The ftate of civil liberty can, in fuch countries as 
have not a peculiar conftitution, only be known 
from the combination of a great many particular 
fa<fts, from the fpirit of the government, from the 
temper of the people. 

In a country which has not the leaft fhadow of 
a conftitution, in which all the complicate relations 
of a great civil fociety are afcertained by particular, 
explicable, frequently contr^didlory prdinances, 
and thefc left to the arbitrary interpretation of par- 
ticular courts; in fuch a country, perfonal and 
civil fecurity can neither be enjoyed as a matter 
lawfully or aflliredly eftabliftied. In this fituation 
was Ruffia, previous to the reign of Peter the great. 
The variety of the ordinances of this monarch, far 

fgperior 
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fupcrior to his contemporaries^ ihew that be was 
feniible of the want of a civil conftitutioo^ and the 
ncceffity of a perfonal fecurity, fettled and fixed by 
law. Much however as he did towards the attain-^ 
ment of this grand objedl, much flill remained for 
him to do. ^^ A premature death obliged him to 
abandon this falutary inflitute, while yet in its 
commencement. The frequent revolutions which 
fucceedcd, the diverfity of principles and 0{Hni-r 
ons^ the numerous wars that happ^ed^ though 
they by no means weakened the power and au- 
thority of the empire, yet fubjedled the regula- 
tions of this great emperor either to alterations^ 
or to a difference in the profecution of the idea 
of the work he had begun, or to the mtroducSion 
of other rules, which partly took their diredlion 
by particular notions of the matter, partly by the 
^f alteration ofcircumftances and the natural couri^ 
«' of things ♦;* 

At length the genius of Ruffia threw the fate of 
this great empire into the hands of Catharine II, 
The comprehenfive mind of this monarch, which 
had already been occupied in the extenlion and 
eflabliflimcnt of its external force, in laying the 
foundations of a philofophical fyftem of Icgiflation^^ 
in the improvement of education, in the difFufion 
of illumination and tafte, and in the reformation 

♦ Thf words of Catharine II. Sec the ukafeof the nth of 
November 1775. which fcrvesfis an introda^Ion to the regula* 
tion of the adminiftration pf government. 
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of numberlcfs abufcs, and iRrhich had not yet ex- 
haufted its energy on thefc grand objedts, now 
formed a conftitution for Rufiia*. 

The colledlion of ordinances out of which this 
conftitution arofe, breathe throughout that liberal 
philofbphical (pirit, that reverence for mankind and 
their tights, and that mild, benign temper, equally 
removed from feverity and compliance, which mark 
the charaAer of the lawgiver, and is its moft venc-* 
rabie fandlion. 

The prefervation and advancement of perfonal 
fecurity cannot be the laft objedl in a law-book of 
this nature. It provides a peculiar tribunal in the 
court of confcience or the court of equity, which 
is eftablifhed in every government of the empire^ 
and which has for its aim, according to the proper 
words of the ordinance, the prefervation of perfonal 
fecurity, the mitigation of the lot of unhappy cri- 
minals, and the equitable termination of all civil 
diiputes. The conftitution of this highly remark- 
able tnftitute is too novel, too beneficial, and too 

* The fucceffive conftitations by which Ruflia obtained an 
equal and regular diftribiuioa into viccroyalties, a like civil 
foriQ» likt courts and tribunals, a police, a municipality^ fpeciiic 
rights and relations of the middle rank and the nobility ; in a 
word, a conftitution, are the following :•— Ordinances for the ad« 
minifiration of government throughout the ruffian empire. — Im« 
perial regulation for the mercantile navigation on rivers, lakes, 
and feas. — Of nobility. — Municipality. — Pvegulations of Police. 
They are tranflaicd collcdively into german by the court-coun- 
fellor Arndt. 

little 
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little known, to rcndct the omiiHon of a brief ac- 
count of it pardonable in the prefent undertaking. 
The court of confcicncc confifts of a judge, who 
prefides, and of fix members, of whom, every three 
years, two are eleded from the clafs of burghen?, 
and an equal number from the clafs of boors. Each 
rank has only to do with the accufer and the ac- ^ 
cufed of his rank. The court of confcience pro- 
nounces, in general, according to the laws; but, 
as it is ordained to be a guard to particular or 
perfonal fecurity, the rule prefcribed in all cafes is 
—general philanthrop}^, refpeft for man as fuch, 
and averfion from all oppreffion and injury of man* 
kind. For thefe reafons the court of confcience 
muft never add to the burdens of any man, but 
rather make it a duty confcientioufly to diicufs, 
and to decide with humanity, the caufe before it. 
It nuilt never meddle, of its own motion, in any 
matter, but take it up only from an order of the 
government, fiom the communication of another 
court of juftice, or from petition and complaint. 
The cafes of fuch criminals as, by fomc unhappy 
accident, or by the concurrence of various circum- 
iiances, have fallen into guilt, whofe fufFerings far 
outweigh their demerit, the crimes of thoughtlefs- 
nefs or early age, and all flories of witchcraft and 
conjuration, arifing from ftupidity, impoflurc, and 
ignorance, belong to this tribunal. The duty of 
it, in civil caufes, is to adjuft the differences of 
contending parties who appeal to it for that purr- 
pole, 
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pofe. The adjuftmcnt is to be made either by the 
Coart alone, or in conjunftion with arbitrators, 
chofen by the two parties. If the arbitrators cannot 
agree together, then the court lays before them its 
opinion how the accufer and the accufed may be 
reconciled, without injury, without procefe, con- 
troverly, reciprocal reproach, and chicane. If the 
arbitrators cannot yet be brought to agreement, . 
then the court orders the accufer and accufed to 
appear^ and lays before them the means of accom- 
modation. If they admit them, the court confirms 
tbcir, agreement with its feal of office: in the con- 
trary cafe, it informs them that it has nothing far- 
ther to do with their difputc, and that they may 
apply to the court appointed by law for that 
purpofe. / 

The moft important behoof of the court of con- 
science, and by which it is in fome meafure the 
moft venerable tribunal of the nation, and, in the 
ftridteft fenfe, the palladium of perfonal fecurity, 
confifts in this: when any one delivers a petition '' 
to the court of confcicncc, fpecifying that he has 
been detained in prifon upwards of three days, and 
that in thefc three days it has not been fliewn him 
why he is thus kept in prifon, or that in thefe three 
days he has not been interrogated, then the court 
of confcience is bound, on receiving fuch petition, 
and before the court breaks up, to iflije an order, ^ 
that the prifoner (if he be not impritbned for offen- 
ces againft the perfon of the fovereign, nor for trea- 

fon, 
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fon, murder, thcft> or robbery) be brought into the 
court of confcience, and be fhewn, adding the cea-* 
llbns^ why he is detained in arreft, or why he has 
not been interrogated. The order of the court of 
confcicnce in this cafe mufl be executed in the 
place at which it arrives, without lofing an hour; 
but if the order be not fulfilled within the {pace 
of twenty-four hours, the prefident of the court 
fhall be fined in the penalty of five hundred rubles, 
and each of the ailefifbrs fhall pay a fine qf one 
hundred. In regard to local dillance twenty-five 
verfi:s are reckpned to a day.T — ^If the court of con* 
(cience finds that the prifoner has not been detain* 
ed for any of the crimes above fpecified, it iflues 
an order to fet him at liberty, on the receipt of 
that voucher, as well for his being brought forth 
as alfb for his prefentation before that court of the 
province which he fhall choofe, and where his cauie 
fhall beadjudged. No one may pretend to put again 
in prifon him who has been liberated by autho- 
rity of the court of confcicnce, for their decifion.on 
the fame matter: but his caufe fhall be determined 
by courfe of law. But in cafe the petitioner is in con- 
finementon account of any of the before-mentioned 
crimes, or has impofed upon the court of con- 
fcicnce ; or can bring no proof, the court of con- 
fcicnce fhall remand him to prifon, there to be 
icpt more ftridtly than before *. 

• Sec Gemaclde von Sr. Pctcrfburg, by the iagcmons M. 
Hcinricb Scorch^ for tbefe andfeveral other particalan. 

Public 
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Public iecurity differs from peifonal^ in ils hav- 
ing a more general aim. The forrner is properly 
the object of the police ; the latter is, in moll 
countries, committed to the adminiftration of 
juftic6. 

In proportion to the^ bulk, extent, and popula- 
tion of Petersburg, the public fecurity is as great 
as any where. Robberies and murder are io feldom 
heard of^ that all thought of danger is entirely ba- 
iliihed. Accordingly, people walk alone^ without 
any weapon or attendance, at all hours of the 
night, along the ftreets, and even in the remotefl-, 
moft unfrequented, and uninhabited parts of the 
to^n. This fadl, extraordinary in fuch circum- 
ilances, is, however, not fo much the confequcncc 
of a well-organized and vigilant police, as the 
cffe<ft of the good-tempered national charadler. 
The common Ruiiian, if not corrupted by a long 
ftay in the refidcnce, feduced by the propenfion to 
drink, or prefled by extreme want, is feldom dif- 
pofed to excefles of this nature. To this may be 
added a certain reverence towards the fuperior 
ranks> which from the fentiment of their vaflalagc, 
and from the way in which they are brought up, 
is peculiar to this people. This is fo well known, 
that it is no uncommon thing to put an officer's 
cockade in the hat as a fure means of defence 
againitany attack a man might othcrwifebe liable 
to at fuch times as the populace are accuftomcd to 
think they have the privilege of being intoxicated, 

and 
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and confcqucntly are more prone to cdmmit a<9ts 
of extravagance. An authoritative word, fpoken 
in a commanding tone, has frequently more effedi 
than the ftouteft oaken ftafF. In order to eniploy 
this method with impreffion, it is neceflary indeed 
to be able to fpeak the language with fluency ; but 
any one who has this advantage, and is familiar 
with the manners and the charadler of the nation^ 
may at any time, in cafes of extremity, excite the 
good nature of the populace, and fave his purfe or 
his life from any hoflile attack. Among feveral. 
inllanccs afforded by experience of this, one may 
fufBcc. 

A lady fomc years ago travelled up the country- 
JHer road led through a village which had lately 
got an ill name for robberies and murders, and 
indeed was become formidable to the whole dif- 
tridl. By fome unforefecn circumftauccs, her ar- 
rival at this place was delayed till the night was 
fomewhat advanced ; and as the poft-boors abfo- 
lutely refufed to drive her any further, (he was 
obliged to put up at a cottage. A converfation 
between her driver and fome people of the village, 
which by favour of the darknefs flip happened to 
overhear, jullly filled her with ferious alarm. On 
entering the cottage, (lie perceived feveral fellows, 
according to the cuftom of the country, lying on 
tlie ftovc. An old woman, whofe phyfiognomy 
was not cxaflly adapted to infpire confidence, ac- 
cofted her with the quefl:ion, why fhe had hefitated 

to 
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to pais the night in that village^ whether it was 
becaufe (he fuipedted that (he might not be fafe 
in her hoofe ? and fwore, at the fame time^ that 

' there was not a man in it. The traveller^ from 
long experience being well acquainted with the 
chara6ter of the nation^ took care not to confute 
this lie; on the contrary,^ fhe difplayed the moft 
perfe6l confidence^ fat down with the utmofi com- 
pofure to take fome refrefhment, brought out a 
bottle of brandy from her cafe, in the fledge, called 

• down the fellows that were lying on the ftovc, and 
divided its contents among them. This behaviour^ 
the bottle of brandy^.and the friendly looks of the 
donor, had their due efled : the flumbering but 
not ilifled fentiment of humanity awoke; and the 
good-natured, carelefs, and joyful humour, which 
is (6 peculiar to the common Ruflians, foon broke 
©ut in noify fongs. The traveller, ieeihg that (he 
had attained her ajm, laid herfelf down to fleep in 
an adjacent room, in all appearance without any 
diftruft", forbade her fervants to bring the baggage 
2nd arms into the houfe, and even put out the light. 
At break of day flie found a ruffian breakfaft pre- 
pared, and her carriage ready for her farther pro- 
grefs. Her deprture from this band of robbers 
^as a moral caricature of a moft lingular nature. 
*V"ith the confeffion of their criminal way of life, 
flie at the fame time received from thefe people 
^he aflurance, that (he and all paflengers that (hould 
^aie ufe of her name, (hould be well received, 
"VOL. II. R and 
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and be lodged in fafety: a promife whicB was ac« 
companied with the rude but undiiguiied tefti*' 
mony of a hearty afFedlion. 

The police of St. Petersburg has a very lunple 
and competent organization. Excepting the go« 
vernor^ whofe office naturally extends to all ob* 
je£b of public welfare, the head police-mafter is 
the proper chief of the whole fyidem of police. Hi* 
office takes in the great compais of this depart- 
ment, but confined to the general objedb of pub« 
lie fecurity and order. He is not here^ as in fixne 
large towns, the formidable co-partner of fiunify 
fecrets]^ and the invifible witnefs of the anions olf 
tiie private man. Here are no fpies,. nor ought 
there to be, if Montefquieu.be in the right *. 

Under the head policer-mailer is the police -offite^ 
wherd fit a police-mafter, two prefidentS^ the on& 
for criminal, the other for civil cafes, and two con- 
fultors chofen from the burgher clafi. To this i 
committed the care to maintain decorum, 
order, and morals : alfo it is its bufinefs to fee t 
the obfervance of the laws, that the orders iffii 
by government, and the decifions of the courts oi 
juftice, are put in force. The attainment of thefi 
purpofes is efFe6ted by the following mechanifm 

The rcfidence is divided into ten departments.*— 
Each of thefe has a preiident, appointed to watc 
over the, laws, the fecurity, and the order of hi 




* " Faut il des efpions dans la monarchic ? Ce n'eft pas 
" pratique dcs bons princes." — Efprit dcs Loix, 1. xii. chap, z^^ 

difbria^ 
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diftriA. The duties and rights of this bffice are 
not lefs extcnfive than important. A prefident 
muft have exadl knowledge of the inhabitants of 
his department, over which a fort of parental au- 
thority is committed to him ; be is the cenfnr 
moruni of his department ; his boufe muft not be 
bolted 6t barred by night or day, but inuft be 
a place of refuge continually open to all that are 
in danger or diftrefs ; he himfelf may not quit the 
town for the fpace of two hours, without com- 
mitting the' difcharge of his office to fome other 
perfon. The police-commando (conftables), and 
the watchmen bf his department, are under his 
ordefs ; and he is attended on all affairs of bis 
office by two ferjeants. Complaints againft unjuil 
behaviour in the prcfidents may be brought to the 
police-office. 

Each department is again divided into three, 
feur^ or five fubdivifions, called quarters, of which, 
in the whole refidence, are two and forty. Each 
of thefe has. a quarter-infpedlor, in fubordination 
to whom is a quarter-lieutenant. The duty of 
iBefe police-officers is in harmony with that of the 

"yrcfident, only that their adlivity is confined to a 
:^aller circle. They fettle low affairs and flight 

s/tcrcations on the fpot, and keep a watchful eye 

on all that pafles. 

The number of the nightly watch in th/e city 

^mounts to five hundred. They have their flations 

^fflSgned them in watch-houfes at the corners of 

R 2 ftreets ; 
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fireets ; and^ befides their proper deflination^ are 
to affiit in the taking up of offenders and in any 
ienrice by day or nighty as their commanders Ihall 
require. Befides thefe, for the execution of the 
police orders, and to act as patroles, there is alio 
a commando of one hundred and twenty men^ wbo^ 
10 cafes of emergency, are Supported by a pulk or 
company of kozaks, or a regiment of huflars. 

This machine, confifHng of fb many fubordinate 
parts, prefervcs in its orderly courfe that fecurity and 
peace which excite the admiration of all foreigners. 
The activity of every individual member is unob- 
ferved in the operation of the whole ; and by fuch 
a diflribution alone is the attainment of ib com* 
plicated an aim pradlicable. — ^AU the quarter-in* 
fpedlors of a department repair every morning, at 
fcven o'clock, to their infpe6lor*s houfe, to lay 
before him the report of all that has happened in 
their quarters during the lafl four and twent 
hours ; and at eight o'clock all the infpedlors brin 
together thefe fevcral reports into the police office, 
whereupon they firft and immediately take int 
examination the cafes of perfons taken into cuflod 
during the night. On urgent occafions the police 
office aflembles at all hours. 

This organization, and the extraordinary vigi 
lance of the police, which is found competent t 
the bulincfs of a numerous and refllefs people 
render all fecret inquifitions unneceflary. Th 
police has knowledge of all perfons in the refi 
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dence ; travellers who come and go are fubjedl 
to certain formalities, which render it extremely 
difficult to conceal their place of abode, or their 
departure from the city. To this end, every houfe- 
bolder and innkeeper is obliged to declare to the 
pcrfioe who lodges with him, or what flrangers 
have put up at his houle. If a ftranger or lodger 
iiays out all night, the landlord mail inform the 
police of it at lateft on the third day of his abfence 
fiom his houie. The cautionary rules with regard 
to travellers quitting the town, are ftill more flridt. 
Thefe muft publifh in the news-paper their name^ 
their quality, and their place of abode, three feveral 
times, and produce the news-papers containing the 
advertiiement, as a credential in the government 
from which they then receive their paflport, with- 
out which it is next to impoffible to get out of the 
empire. This regulation not only fccures the 
creditor of the perfon about to depart, but alfo en- 
ables the police to keep a clofer infpe6lion over all 
fufpeded inhabitants. 

The great mixture of foreign inhabitants of all 

nations renders this infpcdlion at all times, but 

©Specially at certain critical periods, highly neceflary. 

X^here are always, in large populous towns, dif- 

^**€lcrly people, adventurers and impoftors, who, by 

^^^old projedls, by an infamous induftry, or by cri- 

^^inal ftratagems and tricks, feek occafion to difturb 

^^e quiet of civil fociety, or to rifle the purfcs of 

^Vie public. The lenity of the government, the 

R 3 hofpitable 
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hofpitable reception every honed ftranger hjere en* 
joys, the eafy and various means of gaining a liYeli- 
hood, and the unlimited permifiion attended with 
fo many difficulties in other countries, of purfuiog 
them in a lawful way, without diftindUon of tiatioa 
or, religious profeflion ;-p-aU thefe and other ad- 
vantages are, however, not always fufficient to re- 
ilrain fuch people within the bounds of propriety 
and decorum. 

If individuals may be fufpeded by the govern- 
ment, becaufe their means of Support, the company 
they keep, and their whole courfe of a6lion^ are 
clofely wrapped up in myftery, To likewife may- 
whole focieties be lefs indifferent to it, if they 
fully conceal the objedl of their connediion^ or 
very exiftence, from the eye of the public, 
police watches here, with laudable attention, ove 
fecret focieties of all kinds ; and frequently as th 
fanatical fpirit of religious or political fe6laries, o 
the entbufiafm of pretended myftagogues, hav 
attempted to neftle here, they have never been abl 
to proceed, or only for a very (hort time. Animal 
magnetifm, Martinifm, Rofycrutianifm, and by 
whatever other name the conceits of diflempered 
imaginations may be called, have always been at- 
tended with thq fame bad fuccefs on this flage. 

With equal diligence the police ranfacks the 
Wind purlieus of fuch as have an averfion to honeil 
'induftry, and are attradlcd by the thirft of gain, 
if the ramparts of civil liberty prevent the police 
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fifom liaving recourfe to extreme meafures for quel- 
ling the rage of gaming, yet great difficulties and 
obftaclea are oppoied to the iHX)pagation and ex- 
tenfioo of this dreadful political evil. By the po- 
lice regulation only fuch games are allowed as re* 
^uire bodily exertion and dexterity, or confift of 
a due proportion of hazard and ikill. The nicer 
explanations on this latter are reierved for the laws. 
Concerning prohibited games, the police muft 
have regard to the motives of the gamefters. All 
complaints and demands relative to the play-debts^ 
and the payment of them, are declared null. That 
no lotteries are permitted thoughout the whole 
ruffian empire is well known. 

From this Iketch it will be readily imagined, 
that the number of impoftors and difturbers of the 
public peace can be but fmall. Quarrels and affrays 
in the ftreet or in the kabaks but feldom happen. 
The perfon attacked calls the ncareft watchman ; 
and in a moment both the aggreflbr and the ag- 
grieved are taken into cuftody, and led to the next 
fieja, (police watch-houfe,) where the caufe of 
their quarrel is inquired into, and the aggreflbr is 
puniihed. — For matters of fome defcriptions, there 
is a peculiar tribunal, under the denomination of 
the oral court, which, on account of its fingularity, 
deferves to be briefly noticed. 

In each quarter of the town are one or more 
judges of the oral court, who are chofen from the 
clafs of burghers, and with whom are aflR)ciated a 
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rs .Licti a conjun(ftion of crirr. 
- .ijiiiy is conirarv to the maviHiS 
. i loiicc, fothis iiiniintion, accord- 
^ .1 •Icliination, \\\'i.> ilcdiciited only 
VM bccaufe, either from prejudices 
..ic inttiiution, or bccaufe, as it is 
•;.c :o think, there is a fuperfiuity of 
. . 'ooJ, but very few luch pcrlbns are 
v.:ii:ion is ahnoft entirely confined 
.-. s.-v*n. The fuperintcndance of it 
r:c Ok^'IIc^c of general provifion, who, 
•. vT ihe mode and meafure of employ- 
. '^ to the fcx, the age, and the bodily 
It is likcwife permitted to private 
> .' end their fcrvants hither for punifh- 
*:sc.:tc, however, they muft pay three 
:.iy tbr enoh perlbn's board, in addition 
: .*•! '.hoir Libour, to the iniiiiution. On 
* »:.v .ilvut eich' hundred peribns are kept 
. . .» \ A iu\ill hofpitiil, connected with 
...... v':\ !:.-J., on the lU oi January l/QO, 

. V ovi .\r.A ]c\'in patients of b^nh fexes. 

y . ' '.lis v*ordcmnt\: lo labour bv the laws. 

• . W'.u* of corrcoVo'i. This is likewifc 

V »j.:*.!ire:r.cr;: of the cj^iic^re of general 

- . u ' v'h cr-^UMW^u:^ :o m:ike the penal 

V* ,:■ roo* \\ :\;r:"v v.\:rlv \:\ ricard to 

. >, u'.V::;'. :.^ :*..v^ fM:v\ In punuance of 

. ^v- -f '0\\*".v.r.c:*.: ti'c h.'i::c of correction 
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. .^M. c% /^v fol'ov^ i'.'j: dcfcri'Jtions of civil and 
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moral offenders ; for children who are difohedient 
to their parents, or habitually purfue bad courfcs ; 
for people who, having run out their circumftanccs, 
have contra6led twice as many debts as they have the 
means to pay, or are guilty of fcandalous breaches 
of decorum ; for perfons who publicly follow a 
courfe of life which is contrary to found morals, 
and the regulations of a good police ; for worthleis 
and Jazy rogues and vagabonds ; for flout and 
obftinate vagrants and beggars ; laftly, for women 
who lead a fcandalous, impudent, and profligate 
life. — Offenders of thefe kinds are put into the 
boufc'of corrc6lion, either in purfuance of the 
fentence of a court of judicature, 'or at the re- 
queft of parents, prefidents, or mailers, though 
not without evidence wherefore. Here alfo pri- 
vate perfons muil pay a flight allov^rance, as in the 
work-houfe. The men are fqparated from the 
women ; and all the people confined mufl be cal- 
led only by their chriflian names. The obflinate 
and refractory may be chaflifed, by order of the 
head overfeer, by beating, op punifhed by being 
fhut up and kept on bread and water. The an- 
nual number of perfons under corredlion here is 
between feven and nine hundred. 

Thefe inllitutions, into which the refidence dif- 
charges all its fluggitli, foul, and infedlious parts, 
as into a receiver. Hand in fo clofe a connedtion 
with the prifons of the courts of judicature, that it 
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would render this account incomplete^ to omit the 
mention of them here. 

The new town-jail, which, as far as' pradlicable, 
is conflrudled and difpofed upon Mr. Howard^s 
plan*, confifts of a large ftrong-built pentagon 
edifice, of two ftories. Outwardly it has no win- 
dows, and only one gate, which is of iron ; each 
of the five angles is terminated by a tower, which 
rifes above the roof, and^ ferves as a magazine. 
£ach ' ilory has only one fuite of chambers, all 
opening into a covered gallery. The rooms arc 
diffimilar in iize, but are fitted up in exa<5^1y the 
fame manner. The windows are all placed high ; 
each cell is provided with a cubic ftove, a fmaH 
table and feat of mafonry, an iron outer door, and 
in the wall a water-clofet. In the open place 
which forms the area of the building, is a fmaller 

• While Mr. John Howard was at St. Pctcrfburg, the cmprefs 
cxprefled a ftrong defire of having fomc convcrfation with him 
on the very interefting fubjeds to which he gave op his time and 
attention. Knowing how averfe that gentleman was to forms 
and ceremonies, and efpecially to the pomps and etiquette of a 
court, (he commiflloned a perfon to hint to him, that if he would 
amnfe himfelf on a certain day in looking at the paintings and 
other curiofites of the hermitage, her majefty would be there at 
the time, and would profit by the meeting for entering into con- 
yerfation with fo extraordinary and deferving a man. To the 
friend who communicated this to Mu Howard, he replied ; 
*• Tell her that I am not come here to villt palaces but prifons.'* 
In confcquence of which, that princcfs had never the opj^ortunity 
of feeing him. 

prifon 
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priibn of the fame (hape with the larger, which, 
with cells of a like conflrudlion with the others, 
contains a chapel, a comptoir, a guard-houfe, and 
a chamber of corredlion. The remainiiTg fpace, 
in breadth about lix fathom, is left for indulging 
the prilbners in the benefit of taking the air. The 
whole building has hitherto continued quite empty. 
Of the other jails, which are only three, that of 
the police is the moft remarkable. This houfe, 
which is commonly called the Politzey, becaufe 
here the chancery of it was formerly held, is at 
preient the principal place of detention for all de-* 
linquents that come within the cognizance of the 
police. Accordingly, here are kept, previous to 
their trial, fraudulent infol vents and bankrupts, 
fwindlers, gameflers, bullies, cheats, thieves, and 
fanatics of all chriflian fedts, and of all nations ia 
motley mixture. This ftrange colledlion of beings 
is produdive of no lefs Angular efFedls. The 
rich purchafe accommodations of the poor; the 
cunning over-reach the fimple : feparated from all 
human fbciety, a fort of petty republic is formed 
within thefc walls^ in which the two grand levers 
of human adlivity, indigence and paffion, play 
their part as well as without them. Thus, a few 
years ago, an inhabitant of this manfion picked up 
money by the myfteries of an order of which he 
was a member, by admitting, for a fmall reception- 
fee, a confiderable number of worthy profelytes. 
Another had been favoured with the pcnniffion to 
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ieparatc his flccping place by a fcreen, wliere he 
lived in company with his ferfs, who, by the 
duties of their vaflalage, were obliged to follow 
him into this abode. Here he gave a friendly re- 
ception to all comers, whofe looks and drefi 
fcemed promifing, and drew from them what 
money they had, either at cards, or by giving them 
a goblet or two of ftrong punch, with fuch artifice 
that never any got out of his clutches without 
leaving behind them, in his lurking comer, what- 
ever they had, and fometimes even a part of their 
clothes. — This, houfe, which feems to harbour 
within its walls only vice and criminality, at times 
alio exhibits fome noble inftance of human action, 
as a few icattered rays are feen to mingle in the 
gloomy colours of a painted night-piece. Not 
for the purpofe of relieving the (hades, but as a 
Imall memorial of an unknown generous a6lion, 
the following anecdote may here be permitted to 
find a place. 

A young gcrman nobleman, who had for a long 
lime indulged himfclf in the ulual follies of his 
age, with the urmott thoughilcllheis and extrava- 
gance, w;\s put into the politzey by his creditors. 
In ihiji deplorable lituation, abandoned by all his 
fornier acquaintance, "a dainiel of the common 
ckis, who h;ui ihared his purfe in better days, 
remained tnie to him. She followed him to prilbn, 
waited on him wiih unwearied altlduitv and care 
daring a violent iiinc:*> n\ •:?. \^h:eh he was attacked, 

fupplicd 
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fuppliod him with all kinds of neceflaries^ fbld^ 
when all her money was gone, what furniture and 
clothes ihe had, and at length went about beg- 
ging for her unfortunate friend. At the end of 
eleven months, when he was releafed by death 
from this unhappy condition, (he caufed him to 
be decently interred with the remainder of the 
alms fhc had procured, and then — confented to 
the offer of marriage long ago made hier by a man 
ill good circumftances, with whom fhe might have 
enjoyed the conveniences and pleafures of life, and 
which fhe had hitherto r^fufed only becaufe fhe 
thought it difhonourable to forfake her firft lover 
in his difh-efs; This circumftancc fhe mentioned 
to her huiband previous to their marriage. 

Great as the fecurity of the city is in regard to 
ft&s of open violence, yet it is neceflary for every 
OdG to be upon his guard againft artful impoAufes 
and deep-laid ftratagems. The frequent inftances 
of this kind make every Ruffian wary, and there- 
fdrc they are not fo eafily made the dupes of their 
countrymen ; but fo much the more do they make 
up for thid at the expence of ftrangers and fo- 
reigners, particularly when they are not iacquainted 
ymth the language of the country. The fhop- 
Ii^eepers and merchants commonly afk three times, 
«ft)d frequently even five times as much as the 
commodity \s worth ; the unknown offer the halfi 
^tid think they have made a good bargain, till 
♦hey find, when too late, that the3f have been 
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miferably cheated. To give damaged goods a 
fair appearance^ to defraud in mcafure and weight 
in an imperceptible manner, to flip bad goods 
among the better that have been bought and or- 
dered home ; all thefe, and a multitude of other 
tricks, no dealers in the v^rorld under ftand better 
than the ruffian. As the Ruffians in general are 
furprifingly cunning and of quick parts^ they are 
eminently addicted to this fpecies of induflry ; and 
the pickpockets of St. Peterfburg and Mofco may 
fafely lay wagers on their dexterity with thofe of 
London and Paris. 

Some time fince the following affair happened at 
Mofco, which excited great curiofity both there 
and at the refidence ; and, on account of its ori-- 
ginality, deferves to be noticed while we are on 
this fubjedl. A weal thy ^nobleman, well known 
as a fancier of precious flones, fell accidentally in 
company with a perfon unknown to him, who 
wore on his finger a ring of great beauty and 
value. After a long difcourfe on its real worth, 
the nobleman offered him a confiderable price for 
it, which the il ranger at firft refufed, on the 
reafonable ground that he had no defire to part 
with it. At length, however, to evade the re- 
peated importunities of the nobleman, he declared 
that he could not fell it, becaufe — theftones were 
not genuine. This declaration filled all the com- 
pany, among whom were connoificurs, with amaze- 
ment. The nobleman, in order to be fure of the 
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matter delired to have tbe ring for a few days 
againft fiifficient fccurity, received it, and ran 
from one jeweller to another, who all unanimoufly 
pronounced the ftonei^to be genuine, and of great 
value. With this aflurance, and the hope of a 
goo4 bargain, he brought back the ring to its 
owner, who, on receiving ir, put it, with great 
indiflkrence, into his waiftcoat pocket. The nego« 
tiatioQ now began afrefh : the flrangcr perfiftedl 
'n his refolution, till at length the nobleman of«* 
fered a futn which was pretty near the true value 
of it. ** This ring," returned the ftranger, •♦ is a 
token of friendfhip ; but I am not rich enough 
to rejeft fo large a fum as you offer for it. 
Yet this high offer is the very realon of my not 
** complying. How can you, if you arc thoroughly 
'* conlcious of' ^hat you are doing-, offer fo much 
*' money for a ring, which the owner himfelf con- 
^ fefles to be made up of falfe floncs ?'* — " If 
'* your determination depends only on that," re- 
plied the buyer, " here take at once the fum,'* 
(laying it in bank-notes upon the tabic) " and I 
'' call the gentlemen here prefcnt to witnefs, that 
" I voluntarily, and after due confideration, pay 
" it." The feller took the money, and gave the 
nobleman the ring, repeating the declaration, that 
the fiones were falfe, and that it was ftill time to 
make the bargain void. The latter c»b(linatcly rc- 
(ufed to hearken to his advice, haftcncd joyfully 
home, and found — what the reader has already 
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gueiled— that the ilranger had (aid what was too 
true. Inilead of the genuine ring, he had a falie 
one made exadtly like the other. The affair was 
brought into a court of juflice ; but, as the teller 
proved, that during the whole buiinefs there was 
no queftion at all about genuine (iones ; that the 
purchafer exprefsly treated only for a falfe ring^ 
and he on the other hand fold him only a falfe 
yingi accordingly the judge was obliged to pro- 
nounce in favour of the latter. 

The arts of cheating in the article of pro^fions are 
no where better underftood than here. Ordinary 
deceptions of this nature happen every where; but 
when one looks at a fowl, which to all appearance 
is finely fattened, and finds it only filled with 
wind ; or afparagus, deprived of their eatable poit^ 
pointed again, and coloured with a tempting ver- 
dure ; no man will call thefe ordinary tricks. 

A lady who had not been long come out of Ger- 
many, and had heard much from her acquaintance 
at Peterfburg of the many artifices of that nature 
pradifcd in that city, took the refolution to ufe the 
utmoft caution in all her dealings, in order to re- 
fute the common opinion, that every ftranger muft 
buy his wifdo.in. Several days paflfed on : one 
morning, however, a rafnofchtfchik* entered her 
apartment, and offered her a pound of tea, the lafi: 
remains of what he had to fell. She weighed the 

* Rafoofchtrchikt ait venders of fmall artlclti about the ftitcts. 
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parcel^ and found it juft : (he made a trial ; the 
tea was unadulterate4» and well flavoured : ihe 
Ihcok it all out into a bafia ; no deceit was dif^ 
coverabl^. She inquired the price^ and offered a 
third part of what he aiked : the vender was natu- 
a^Uy not fatisfied with this offer ; he turned the 
«ea back again into the box^ wrapped a cloth about 
it, and crammed it into his bofbm. At length the 
l)argain was Uruck^ and the commodity delivered ; 
liowever^ prudence does no harm ; the lady opened 
the box^ and faw the tea fhe had bought. She ihut 
it iip^ to the great joy of the feller^ who in the 
mean time had aiked her^ fmiling, why (he was ^o 
extremely cautious^ and why (he had fb very bad 
ah opinion of his honeily ? The money was paid; 
the rafnofchtfchik went his way ; and fome days 
^ter the box was found full of fand and grains, 
except the furface^ which was really good tea. 

Matters of this kind are frequent in all great 
towns, where the numerous population renders 
every detedlion more difficulty and the di fiance 
mnd difference between the circumflances of for- 
tune roufe the pailions^ and urge the human in^^ 
telledl to every fpecies ^i induflry. The height 
of civilization and refinement^ as well as the ex- 
treme of immorality and corruption, ar^^only to 
l>e looked for in towns of the firft magnitude. The 
means to prevent thefe evils are not in the hands of 
^he police ; np human invention can hinder an 
f^fie^ wHere the caufe is natural ; and to remove 
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this, we mtift follow the plan of the philofophera^ 
who banilh the«human race into forcfts andmoan^ 
lains, where the greateft integrity rcfidcs with the 
greatefl bmtality. 

The public fccurity is not only brought into jeo- 
pardy by human attacks ovftaud and vioJcncet 
Nature alfo feems at times to hare conljMred agahift 
it. The refults of the grand, eternal, and benefi- 
cent laws, by which fhe afts upon the whole, are 
ueverthelefs very frequently deftru6^ive to the patts; 
and man, by an inexplicabFe decree, is obliged to 
arm himfelf, as again (1 an aflaffin, even agaicrft 
Nature, from vvhofe band he receives his being, his 
fiipport, and his enjoyments. The natural and ac- 
cidental violations of public fecurity are theifefbre 
not Icfs an important obje6t of police. An accu- 
rate detail of all the particular inftitutions to this 
end would lie beyond the limits of this work. The 
following inftance, diawn from the whole, will fuf- 
fice as a characfteriflic of this department of the 
police of St. Peterlburg. 

That city, from its fituation at the mouth of .^ 
large navigable river, is very often expofed to inun- 
dations. On a continuance of wcfterly winds the 
water rifcs to the height of ten feet above its or- 
dinary level. At five feet it overflows only the 
weftcrn parts of the town, in places where the Neva 
has no rampart; but on a fwell of the water to tieti 
feet, only the eaftemmoft parts efcape a general 
inundation. In the year 1777, on Sunday t)ifc 
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10th of September, at ten o*clock in the forenoon, 

the water rofe to the height often feet feven inches 

above its ufual level ; and though in two hours 

afterwards it had again retired within its banks, 

^xt this Ihort inundation produced very extraordi-r 

nary efFedis. A fliip from Lubeck was carried into 

-^he wood on Vaffili-oftrof ; the duchefs of Kiftg- 

/lon's famous yacht, which ihe had quitted a few 

"days before, was caft upon the bar. aijd greatly da-* 

xnaged ; many wooden houfes were waihed away $ 

^nd feveral perfons had lofl their lives during the 

obfcurity of the night. 

Since this remarkable inundation proper mea- 
sures of prudence and caution have been adopted, 
I'or feveral years the height of the water had beeij 
aregularly marked at the caftle. Now, at all rifings 
of the river, fignals were appointed at the admiralty, 
^is a 'warning to the inhabitants. Whenever k 
^riies above its banks at the mouth of the great 
iN'evit notice is given to the town by three diftindl 
firings of a cannon, which are repeated at inter- 
vals^ as the danger increafes.. Within the town, 
in this cafe, five cannons are fired from the admi- 
?"alty-battery, and on the fteeple of it by day four 
^white flags are diiplayed, and by night four lan- 
terns are hung out; and at the fame time the 
ohurch-bells are llowly tolled. In places moft ex- 
poied to the inundation, veilels are kept in readi* 
iie& for faring the people. Thefe regulations, the 
increasing buildings, the embanking, and the xmjj^^ 
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nificent flone quay of the Neva^ and the extenfioa 
of the water-furface by the various canals^ render 
thefe wellem gale^ lefs alarming to the inhabitants 
of .St. Peteriburg ; ib that a fwell of five feet above 
the level now eisccites but litde or even no attention* 

Alfo the danger of depredation by fires is no 
longer lb great as formerly, as the number of 
wooden houies vifibly diminifhes ; and the regula- 
tions for extinguiihing the fires and the faving of 
property are better and more complete. For this 
purpofe the police keeps in its pay ten fire-mailers 
and one thoufand fix hundred and twenty-two men^ 
who are employed fblely to this obje£l« Cialamities 
of this nature are at prefent but feldom heard of; 
and when they happen^ it is commonly in the out« 
lying parts of the town, where the houfes are 
moftly of timber, and very old. During the lafl 
feven years, in the better ftreets, never more than 
one houfe is burnt down, and even this is generally 
of wood. The people of the police are become fa 
dexterous, that at one of the lail accidents to 
which the author was a witnefs, a fmall wooden 
houfe that flood contiguous to the one on fire, was 
fb perfedlly preierved, that it received not the 
llighteft damage. At the imperial loan bank, is 
an infurance- office, where one and a half ^^r cenf» 
is paid on three fourths of the annual rate at which 
the houfe or fabric is taxed. 

Though quick driving along the flreets is for* 
bidden, yet from various caufes it is impofSble 

entirely 
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entirely to prevent it ; and, for the following rea- 
ibns, it is no where attended with lefs danger than 
9t St. Peterfburg. All the ilreets are broad and^ 
ipacious : their running ia ftraight lines enables 
the driver to fee a long way before him ; in many 
of the fireets is a raifed footway, which fccures the 
pedeilrian from danger. Belidcs, the RufHans are 
excellent coachmen ; and, as they are anfwerable 
^ibr every accident oacafioned by their negligence 
or want of ikill, they not only call out to the foot- 
paflengers; while atibme diilance, but even turn 
off in. cafes of neccffity. The manner of their 
calling too is almoil always appropriate : for ex- 
ample, ^' Old gentleman ! Good mother ! Soldier I 
Fiihr crier !" &c. Not only here, but throughout 
all Ruffia, it is the pniverfal cuftom, in driving, to 
• keep the right lide oi'the way; hence the perpe- 
tual cry in the ftreets : " Na prava ! ** /. e. " To 
" the right !" Whoever goes contrary to this 
cuftom, is in danger of being chaftifed on the ipot^ 
or at leaft of receiving a volley of abufe. 

On all occafxons when a great number of people 
or equipages are colledted together, the police- 
officers muft be prefent, who, by the afliftance of 
ibldiers or kozaks on horfeback, keep fuch good 
order, that one feldom or never hears of an acci- 
dent. At the theatres, at court, at the clubs, ef- 
pecially at the entertainments given at the palaces 
and at promenades on certain feflivals, there are 
frequently feveral ' tboufands of carriages and an 
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immense multitude of people on foot : the former 
qbierve e)pa6l]y certain rules prefcribed^ and the 
Ifttter may be prefcnt without the leaft danger, 
even from the tumultuous rabble. He mail in- 
deed be a very partial obferver, who does not take 
notice of this extraordinary vigilance and caution, 
which is always admired by foreigners.' At every 
entertainment, every public dinner in the town, on 
every occafion where the number of carriages is 
Ibmewfaat confiderable^ the police-officers are inv- 
mediately there, for the prcfcrvation of order and 
the prevention of accidents. On the bridges acro& 
the Neva fome of them are conftantly preicnt, as 
there the throng of paflengers is uncommonly 
great. The fame care is taken concerning danger- 
ous fcafiplds at buildings and at the diverfions of 
the populace. The ice-hills and other national 
ijports would certainly coll many people their lives, 
were it not for thefe good regulations, by which, 
however, accidents cannot at all times be prevented ; 
and therefore the government is gradually endea- 
vouring to abolifh them by limiting the period of 
their duration. The freezing and breaking up of 
the ice of the Neva may be dangerous to the public 
fecurity ; therefore, on thefe occafions too, the pro- 
per cautionary regulations are not forgotten. As 
ibon as the ice begins to be porous and unfefe, care 
is taken to break it near the (hores, to prevent paf- 
iengers from getting upon it; and notices are 
ilruc^ upon pofts for the &me purpofe. Beddes 

thefe 
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tbcfe precautions^ the foldicrs of the police are aC 
thefc timea continually prefent^ \vho are frequently 
obliged to rcftrain by force the fool-hardy populace 
from venturing their lives for a trifling wager. The 
writer of this account was himfelf an eye-witneft 
of fuch a man^ at the mofl imminent hazard of his 
life, walking over the porous, deep-grey coloured 
ice of the river, which is as broad as the Thames 
at London- bridge, by means of a couple of boards 
which he took with him, laying the one at the end 
of the other alternately as be pailed over them, often 
sparing himfelf this trouble, on feeling that a piece 
of the ice would jufl bear his weight without it. 
In this manner, in the prcfence of hundreds of 
ipe(5iators, he was got near the oppolite (hoitj 
when a police-officer (landing there, feeing him 
coming, held up his flick, threatening to give bim 
a hearty welcome with it on his reaching the land. 
The apprehenfion of this flight chaflifement out- 
wtigbed the fear for his life; be forgot the precau*- 
tion he had before obferved, his boards and his 
danger; haflened back as fafl as he could, and 
fefely regained the other (hore. 

The making up and the fending out of medi* 
cines firom the (hops of the apothecaries by carelefs 
or wicked iervants may fo eafily give occafion to 
dreadful misfortunes or crimes, that particular pru* 
dential regulations are thought necef&ry in this 
refpe^ here. Every recip^ muil not^only be figned 
- with the name of the pbyfkian who prefcrtt)es it, 

2 • but 
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but muft alfo mention the patient for whom it is 
prefcribed^ with the day of the month and the year. 
To the medicine a label is affixed^ mentioning, 
beiides this date^ the price of the medicine^ and the 
name of the apothecary and hi»fhop. But the 
bed regulation is^ that each, even the meft fimple 
medicine muft be fealed. All phyiicians, furgcons, 
and midwives, who intend to pra<SUfe in the ruilian 
empire^ muft undergo an examination at the college 
of medicine^ which then grants them a licences 
and this licence muft be publiftied in the gazette. 
Her majefty*s care for the public fecurity ex-^ 
tended alfo to the pafting of laws and regulations 
for the prevention of dangerous and contagious 
difeafes^ to the infpe6lion of damaged provifions, 
and a multitude of ordinances of like nature ; but 
moft of them fo much refemble what are met with 
in other countries, that it would he needlefs to give 
»d particular account of them. This fubjedl then 
may properly be concluded by noticing one of the 
moft important and interefting of all the regulations 
that belong to the general fyftem of police. 

The reader will recolledl, that the publicatioa 
and enforcement of the decrees of the fovereign, 
according to the before-mentioned inftru6tion, is 
one of the primary duties of the police-office. For 
the exercife of it the following remarkable form was 
prcfcribcd by Catharine H. Whenever a law, pro- 
omlgated by the autocratic authority, and fubicri^ 
t>cd by her imperial majefty's own band, or an or- 
dinance 
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dinance from the places conftituted for that pur- 
pofe, is fent to the polioe-ofHce> it muft ^e entered 
in the proper books^ when^ whence^ and how it 
received this law. If it be lent for publication^ 
then the crown-advocate of the police^ffice is to 
be called^ and bis legal opinion taken : if t^ere 
appear any doubtful pointy it nmil be reprelented 
in the place appointed; but if no doubt ariie^ then 
a refolution mud be made concerning its publica* 
tion. This done^ the law mud firfi be read in the 
' aflembly of the members of the police-office^ then 
with open doors at the preiident of the quarterns 
houfe^ and at the quarter-infpe£tor*s ; and in this 
method the publication is performed. 

The foregoing fadls will probably be fuffici^t 
ibr giving fome adequate notion of the ilate of the 
police in the refidence, wbicb^ for the form and 
method^ is the fame in all the towns throughout the 
empire ; and, at the fame time, will ferve to (hew 
the fpirit which a6luated the inilitutions for which 
the empire is indebted tp Catharine II. 
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C H A P. X. 

I 

^Umiin hitmes fav^nri^t.-^His exik^ — HU recall;, 
. ^mm^Manner of itffiaUing end difrmffing favouriUs. 

'^^cumey t^ Mofco. — Pilgrimage.. — Patemkm 
; Jhivts to induce ihe emprefs io many him.'-^Mur'- 
^ Jked Romanizof comes lo Mofco. -^^Regulations cmd 
" ediffs for ihe aulmimftration ef the empire. — The 
{ jSufiam enter the Krimean-^Eleiiian of khan 

Sahim Gueray. — Zavodr^ffsky becomes fenfourite^ 
. '^^Veedh of the grand dukesfirfi tionfort. — Second 

jounley of prince Henry ff Pru/fia to St. Petetf- 

kw^.'-^^t^rmy of the grand duke to Berlin. 
: ^^Hsjecmd marriage. — Zoritch obtains the flaco 

of favourite. — Tranfailiens of the years 1774, 

1775, 1776. 

Gregory ORLOF had been reinftated in the 
place of favourite only from motives of policy. Po- 
licy may feign a paffion, but cannot command it. 
Catharine afFe6led to have for her former lover 
fentiments which fhe no longer felt. She was la- 
viih of her flatteries and kipdneflfcs, but fhe could 
not rcftorc him the pofleffion of her heart. The 
prince was therefore miftaken in imagining him- 
felf to be the fole caufe of the difmiflion of Vaf- 
filtfchikof. It was not to him that this facrifice 
was made. 

For 
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For a long time paft the emprefs had remarked 

he manly comelinefs and noble air of Potemkin« 

She recolledled with compalcency, that on the 

^ay of the revolutbn of 1762, Potemkin being as 

3^et very young,' had feized the moment when fhe 

had mounted her horfe for gallantly riding up to 

icr, and prefenting her with the plume from his 

hat*. She refolved at length to be more particu^ 

larly acquainted with him ; and the firft interview 

(he had with him fccurcd to this new lover the 

fuperiority over all his rivals. Vaffiltfchikof re* 

ceived his difmiflal ; Orlof was retaken into favour^ 

but the incorrigible coarfenefs of his manners^ (or* 

merly palliated by the warmth of his attachment 

became uniufFerable^ when united with decayed 

affeAion. Potemkin alone had the iecret of coti- 

ibiing her majefty under the uneaiinefles oceafioned 

by the war, the apprehenlions from the rebellion^ 

and the mifunderflanding which prevailed betweefi ^ 

the old favourite and the minifler Panin. Potemkiii 

grew giddy with fuccefs ; his pride ^nd prefump- 

tion kept pace with his profperi ty; and he (boa 

received a check. 

One day, as he was playing at billiards with 
count Alexius Orlof, he was fo though tlefi as to 
boaft of the favour he enjoyed; and even ventured 
to* aflert> that it entirely depended on him to 

^ Whether it was his fulnne, the upright phine in his hat, or 
his cockade, dragonne» or fword-knot, is immaterial to the naiti 
h^ : it was, however, •ne or other of them. 

remove 
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remove fr6m court any peribns for whom he might 
conceive a diflike. Alexius Orlof made him a 
haughty anfwer ; a quarrel enfued ; and Potemkin 
Teceived a blow^ which occafioned him the lofi of 
tn eye. This was not his only misfortune. 6ie- 
gory Orlof^ informed of the affair by his brother^ 
tan to the emprefs and requefted of her the remo* 
VttI of Potemkin. 

Potemkin repaired to Smolenfk*^ his native 
place^ where he remained almoil a year in iblitude^ 
fufiering much from his eycf'y and from v'exation 
ut his being exiled from court. One while he de* 
clared it his refolution to turn monk ; at another 
jdme he pretended that he would become the great* 
eft man in all RufHa. In (hort^ all at once he 
wrote to the emprefs^ befeeching her to think of 
him. Her majefty immediately fent him letters 
of recall^ and replaced him in the full pofleilion of 
ber favour. Prince Orlof bad been for feveral days 

• 

* Prince Potemkin was born in the environs of Smolenik* of 
1 fiuDil/ originally from Poland. It fettled in Ruffia* and was 
mlways comprifed among the ancient noUefle of that empire. A 
Potemkin, who is thought to have been brother to the grand* 
lather of the prince, was for fome time at the court of Engbnd, 
ID qaality of envoy from Peter I. But hiftory fays nothing 
more of him, and he is the only one of the name upon record 
before the favourite. 

i It has been faid that he might have been cored of the injoqr 
he had received in his eye, but that, in his impatience, he bu/ft 
a flight tumour that had formed clofe to the bal}« and deprived 
fcjlmiclf of ibe fight of it. 

1 at 
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at bis hunting- feat ; and this abfence gave oppor- 
tunity for inflfilling Potemkin at the palace ; and 
on the return of the old favourite, his complainti^ . 
and his reproaches were no impediment to the 
continuance of the new one. 

The poft of favourite being peculiar to Ruilia^ 
it will naturally be expedled that it fhould here be 
treated of fomewhat more at large. Ever iince the 
year 1730, this empire has been governed by wo- 
men, the reign of Peter III. having been too fhort 
to form any ftriking exception, or for giving the 
RuHians a notion of any other government. It is 
a trite remark, that when kings reign women rule^ 
and when women reign men govern: but there 
ieems nothing more in this pretended axiom than 
an antitheiis confecrated by cuftom, and repeated 
from one to the other, like many more, without 
refledlion or foundation. Henry IV. Guflavus IIL 
Catharine II. are invincible proofs that both men 
aiid women are capable of grand undertakings, 
without the aid of the other fex, not to mention 
more examples in confirmation of the fa6l. For 
a feries of feventy years the monarchs of Ruffia 
have always had favourites officially : it is no won- 
der then that the cuftom, thus fandlioned for fb 
long a period, and fcrupuloufly obferved by four 
emprefles, fhould be almoil deemed a fundamental 
law of the empire, and an appendage to imperial 
grandeur ; for the age of the late fovereign latterly 
^ve no rooix):to think that (he kept hers for any, 

other 
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Other purpofe than in conformity to cflablinicd 
ufege, and as a proj)crty to the magnificence of 
the court. As the reign of that princefs was of a 
longer duration than that of any of the empreflet 
her predeceflbrs, it is highly natural that the num*^ 
ber of her favourites fhould be more coniideiable ; 
accordingly, (bme of them are ilill in being, -and 
two have been carried off by death. Sovereigns 
are men of like paiRons with us, conlequently 
(ubjeA tp the fame caprices,' flaves to the fame 
weaknefles. It is not becaufe of any exemptions 
they poflcfs from the common lot of our nature, 
that the fceptre is given them to wield, and that 
their brows arc graced with the diadem ; it is only 
to mark them as the point in which our interefts 
unite, and by looking to which We ane kept in 
order. 

. It is neceflary then to (hew what were the^dutieS 
and diflin<5ions of the favourites of Catharine. 
When her majefty had fixed her choice on a new 
feyourite, fhe created him her genera! aid-de- 
camp, in order that he might accompany her every 
where without attracting reproach or inviting ob- 
fervation. Thenceforward the favouritfc occupied 
in the palace an apartment beneath that of the em-*- 
prefs, to which it communicated by a private ftair- 
cafe. The firfl day of his inftallation he received 
a prefent of an hundred tboufand rubles, and every 
month he found twelve thoufand on his drefTmg- 
table. The marflial of the court svvls commiflioned 

to 
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to provide him a table of twenty-four covers, and 
to defray all the expences of his houfehold. The 
^vourite attended the emprefs on all parties of 
amufement, at the opera, at balls, promenades, 
excurfions of pleafure, and the like, and was not 
allowed to leave the palace without expreft per- 

a 

million. He was given to underltand, that it 
would not be taken well if he converfed familiarly 
with other women; and if he went to dine with 
any of his friends, the miftrcfs of the houfe was 
always abfent. 

Whenever the emprefs caft her eyes on one of 
her fubjedls, in the defign of raifing him to the 

« 

poll of favourite, Ihc caufed him to be invited to 
dinner by fome lady of her confidence, on whom 
Ihc dropped in as if by chance. There fhe would 
enter into difcourfe with the new comer, with a 
view to difcover whether or not he was worthy of 
the favour fhe dcfigned to vouchfafe him. When 
the judgment fhe formed was favourable, the con- 
fident was informed of it by a fignificant look, who 
took care to notify it to him who had the honour 
to pleafe. The day following he received a vifit 
from one of the phyficians of the court, who came 
to inquire into the flate of his health ; and the 
fame evening he accompanied the emprefs at the 
hennitage, and took pofleflion of the apartment 
that had been prepared for him. It was on the 
feledlion of Potcmkin that thefe formalities began ; 
VOL. II. T and 
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. ..\cy bad been conitantly 

..• :acl loft the power of making 

ere was alfo a particular man- 

.1 his (lifmiflion. He received 

. . .iiid from that moment he was 

. .*J5 to her majefty. But he was 

^ .11 iho place of his deftination re- 

. V .thv of the munificent Catharine. 

. .o ii:o cmprefs of Ruflia, it mult be 

:at, linoc ihe cefliuion of the fword in 

Ci couiluc't with refpedl to that country 
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and fifty thoufand rubles to the king of Poland^ as 
a compeniation for that part of his domains which 
fell into her hands. This was the firft compeniation 
that had been heard of in the affairs of Poland^ 
and will probably be the laft. 

Nothing can be more fully deicriptive of the 
condition of the governed, in thofc countries which 
were ceded to the partitioning powers, than the 
condu6l of the jews. Thefe people, who for many 
ages have compofed a very great part of the inha- 
bitants of Poland, were daily retiring in numerous 
bodies from thofe territories which were poflefled 
by the Auftrians and Pruffians, and flying for re- 
fuge and protedlion to the provinces which belong 
to Ruffia. Yet the ruffian government was never 
confidcred, even comparatively, as a mild one. 

Cbmmiflaries were appointed by the delegation 
early in the year, to fettle the limits between the 
territories of the republic and thofe of the partition- 
ing powers, in fo precife and accurate a manner, 
as would for the future prevent all ground, and 
even poflibility, of difpute upon that fubjedt* 
Though thefe commiflaries held frequent meetings 
with thofe who were appointed for the fame pur- 
pofe by the courts of Vienna and Berlin, the claims 
of the latter were fo exorbitant, that they as con- 
tinually broke up without efFe6l ; and the affair 
of the limits fcemed now as remote from any 
profpe6l of adjuftment, as it was on the firft day 
of the conferences. 

t2 As 
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As an unlimited toleration in religious matters 
was at that time one of the leading principles of 
the court of Pcterfburg, and that both policy and 
juftice required every fecurity and fatisfadtion^ in 
that rcrpe(5l, fliould be granted to the new fubjedis 
in Poland, the emprcfs accordingly eredled a 
brfhopric in the latin ritual at Mohilef, to whofe 
ecclefiaftiGal jurifdiflion all the roman catholics in 
her vaft dominions were to be fubjedl. The fuf- 
fragan bifhop of Vilna was ihefirft appointed to 
this new biihoj)ric, and ten thouiand peafants 
allotted for the fupport of his paftoral dignity. * 

The republic granted the king, as an indem^nity 
for the lofs of his revenues, an annual income of 
five millions of polilh florins (amounting to near 
three hundred thoufand pounds), in which furfi is 
included the million of florins dcftined for the fup- 
port of his guards. She alfo engaged to pay his 
debts, amounting to feven millions of florins; flic 
bcftowed on him, in hereditary pofllcflion, four 
llarofties, (which are governments of callles, witlk^- 
the diftricts belonging to them,) to be tranfmittcct _> 
to his fiimil V for ever ; and beiides ordered a reim— m- 
burfcment of fuch money as the king had advancc( 5^ 
for the ufe of the ftate. It was alfo agreed, tba x:s, i 
the fixed revenues of the republic fliouId be en- 
hanced to thirty- three millions of polifh florins5=2 
and that the army fhould coniift of thirty thoufan 
efFedlive men. 

It fliould here be remarked, that this great x 

venues 
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Teniie, amounting, to near two millions fterling, 
muft have been rather beyond the ability of Po- 
land, even in its beft times. It is alfo to be ob- 
fervcd, thai the delegation made a mod ample pro- 
vilion for the king by this arrangement, the articles 
of which are fo much in his favour, as to leave 
little room to doubt that his interefis were parti- 
cularly fupported by the partitioning powers. 

The intereft which the king of Pruffia took upon 
this occalion, in the diftrcflcs of the inhabitants of 
Poland, is too curious a circumftance to be over- 
looked. That monarch, by M. Benoit, bis minifter 
at Warfaw, put an abfolute negative upon the 
eftabliftiment of an army of thirty thoufand men, 
as a cruel and intolerable oppreflion, and a burden 
which it was not proper to lay upon the people in 
their prefent ftate. The more we refle<ft on the 
nature of his own government, the more wc muft 
admire the compaflion and benevolence which 
operated in this inftance. 

1775. Peace being eftabliftied abroad, and 
every thing quiet at home,s Catharine employed 
herlelf in cultivating the arts of peace, in the im- 
provement of the country, and in opening the 
minds of her fubje6ls ; in all which (he found 
Pbtemkin fo ufeful a fecond, that he foon acfjuired 
an aicendant little fhort of abfolute. To him all 
peribns looked as the difpenfer of all bounty, and 
the fource of all honours. Confcions of the vaft 
influence he poflefled, and knowing that there was 

T 3 na 
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no one to fupplant him^ be grew wanton in the 
enjoyment of his power, every day obtaining finne 
new dignity or ibme acceflion of revenue ; yet, 
when he was refufed any thing he requeiled, be 
would (hew himielf fullen, and Ibmetimea even 
angry. It was by fuch fingular methods that he 
entered into the council, and procured himielf the 
poft of vice-prefident at war. Count Zakbar 
Chemicbef * was the prefident of iL Potemkin, 
who could not endure to fee any one above him, 
reiblved to ruin him in the mind of the empreis» 
and fucceeded in the attempt* Zakhar Chemichef 
delivered in his reiignation ; and though the 
favourite was totally deficient in all the branches 
of knowledge neceilary to fill the important offioe^ 
of minifter at war, he made no fcruple at taking it 
upon him. So much prefumption created him at 
iirft a great number of enemies : he was ccn- 
fured for undertaking fuch a diverfity of bufincfles, 
and finifhing none ; for making promifes of pror 
motion indifcriminately to ever fuitor, while he 
did nothing for any body ; and for employing him- 
felf to no purpofe but in aggrandizing ftill more 
bis enormous power. 

The emprefs had fucceeded in reconciling Po- 
temkin with the Orlofs, and was exerting all her 
efforts to prefervc peace between them. Though 
for prince Gregory Orlof fhe had not now the 

• The fame who, in 1762, had the copimand of the army 
that was fent into Silefia. 

fmallefl 
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fmallefl remains of afFedlion^ nor perhaps of gratis* 
tude^ (he kept terms with him flilK As for him, 
always jealous, not of the pleafures, but of the 
lionours of Potemkin, he requefted permiffion to 
retire from the court ; but the emprefs would not 
confent to it, preferring rather to endure his be- 
haviour, than permit him to carry about with him 
a refentment, which though it might not be danger- 
ous, could eafily be rendered alarming by circum- 
fiances. Befides, fhe had flill another motive for 
his retention. She was in hopes that his prefencc 
would be fbrne check on the pctulanqp and audacity 
of his rival*. After having long oppofed Panin 
to Orlof, fhe now thought of oppofing Orlof to 
Potemkin. 

Mortified at being refufed permiffion to retire, 
a permiffion which had been formerly granted him 
againfl his inclination, Orlof had a long explana- 
tion with her majefty. He recalled to her mind 
the obligations which fhe had to him : he boafled 
of his zeal and fidelity ; he perfumed to fay that 
fhe had nothing to reproach him with but the being 
lefi young than his rival. Catharine hearkened 
to all with great gcntlenefs ; and, without plainly 

• Once» on being fcnt for to council, while he was engaged 
in a party at cards, he refufed to go. On the mcffcnger humbly 
liking for a reafon to take back with him, he told him he might 
find it in the bible. The mcffcnger inquired where. •• In the 
^' firft pfalm, and in the firft verfe i^—Beatus <vir qui mn abiit im 
(wfiUo imfhmm,* 

T 4 denying 
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denying the wrongs of the complainant, (he aCr 
fured him, that the emprefs was always his friend. 
By having recourfe to this mode of perfuafion 
which fat fo eafily upon her, (he determined him 
to remain. 

It was not long» however, before Orlpf experi- 
enced a frefti caufe of vexation. Shortly after the 
execution of Pugatfhef, the emprefs took the re- 
folution of vifiting Mofco ; defigning at once to 
enjoy the triumph (he had gained over a rebel, and 
to complete by her prcfence the deftrudiou of any 
hopes that might fiill remain in the breads of the 
difafFciSed. Prince Orlof exerted himfelf to dif- 
fuade her from this journey, while Potemkin was^ 
employing every means to confirm her in her 
purpofe. As the ideas of the latter were in uniibn 
with the defircs of Catharine, he eafily carried his 
point. She fct out on the journey. 

It was not unknown to her majefty, that, on the 
way to Mofco, (he would pafs through provinces 
where the popes were held in extreme veneration, 
and kept the people under the yoke of the moll 
grofs fupcrfiition. She had the utmofl. contempt 
for the childifh bigotry they taught, and held in 
abhorrence its dangerous niiniftcrs : but flic re* 
membered that flie had employed this advantage 
when flie had formcd^thc defign of dethroning her 
hufband, and therefore rtie did not difdain to em* 
ploy it again for regaining the alienated minds of 
her people, and attracting the reverence of an 

ignorant 
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ignorant multitude. To this end (he carried with 
her a great number of little figures of faints^ which 
fhe diflributed in the churches and chapels on the 
road. Befides thefe, (lie de(igned for the cathedral, ^ 
pf Mofco a large pidlure, richly decorated with • 
gold and diamonds; this (he had caufed to be 
placed in a carriage, which, during the whole of 
the journey, and when (he made her entry into 
Moico, followed immediately after her own. 

Six hundred men from each regiment of guards 
ha4 preceded her arrival in that great metropolis^ 
find put themfclves under arms to receive her. 

Two triumphal arches had been ere6led*, and 
preparations were made for a fplendid entertain- 
ment. She was attended by a brilliant retinue ; 
the crowd of fpedtators was immenfe ; order and 
magnificence prevailed on every lide. Nothing was 
wanting but acclamations and burfts of joy. The 
populace, more amazed than afFedted, exhibited not 
the leaft (ign of fatisfadlion. The emprefs had 
caufed proclamation to be made of a diminution of 
impofts; but the hearts of the people feemed as little 
moved by her bounties, as at the pomp of her train. 

^Thc grand duke experienced a very different 
reception. The inftances of homage that were 
withheld from his mother were lavi(hed upon him. 
It is pretended, that a courtier, (Irucje with this 
contraft, and wifhing to dive into the fentiments . 

* Thofe two triumphal arches cod, it is faiJ, forty thoufand 
jTublci. 

of 
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of the heir of the throne^ (aid to him, " You 
imperial highnels fees bowmuch you are beloved.^ f 

Oh, if you would ! " The grand duk^^ 

anfwcred not a word, but gave the courtier * a looloCc: 
of reprimand, which flicw^ed that, though he 
kept out of a throne that belonged to him, he never—' 
thclefs knew 1k)w to behave as a refpec^ful ion. 
Some day after her arrival at Mo(co, the emprcfi 
performed a pilgrimage to a CQpvent fituated a^ 
the diiiance of forty verfts from the city, walkin 
on foot the whole way, attended by all her court... 
Count Panin alone was not invited to this a6l o 
devotion. On this occafion he faid, in revenge 
for the mark of disfavour it betrayed : — " The 
^ emprefs was not willing that I fhould accompany 
•* her on her pilgrimage, bccaufe (he thought that 
" I had neither devotion enough, nor enough of 
" the courtier." But it may be, that Catharine 
thought him too lazy, and too fat-f*, to walk forty 
verfts on foot. 

Panin was become negligent not only of his 
duties as a courtier, but alfo of his functions as 
minifter. Eafe and amufements were now his 
principal bufincfs. He rarely read the difpatches 
of the ambafladors:|:, and far more rarely deigned 

to 

* Count Andrew Razunfiofsky, one of the fons of the hetman. 
The other, who is called count Gregory Razumofsky» follows a 
iludious life at Laufanne. 

f His body was like one great lump of fat. 

X Panin was a great glutton^ a great gaiuefter, and a great 

ilecpcr. 
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to aniWer them. This condu6l put arms into the 
bands of bis enemies^ but was particularly favour- 
able to the ambitious Potemkin^ who was ardently 
longing for the removal of Panin. On fucceeding 
prince Orlof in favour, Potcmkin had prefumed to 
form the fame deligns with him in afpiring to ob- 
tain the hand of the fovereign. But he flood in 
awe of count Panin ; his dranknefs^ his perfuafive 
eloquence, even his arts of intrigue, alarmed him ; 
for notwithflanding his indolence, the old minifler 
could yet handle thofc weapons. 

What ftrange metamorphofes will not ambition 
work ! The mod arrogant man in all Ruflia, he 
who to all appearance was leaft calculated for put- 
ting himfelf under reftraint, and who, having not 
the flighted tinflure of religion, turned all modes 
of faith into ridicule, Potemkin put on all at once 
the exterior of a piety the moil auflere. At the 
beginning of Lent, to the furprifc of all, he bid 
adieu to good cheer, of which he was very fond, 
lived upon nothing but roots, and his only drink 
was water ; went regularly every day to confeffion. 



fleeper. In quality of minifter he fcarcely did any thing except 
giving a few aodienca. Olfiifief, Teplof* Bakunin and even the 
empitfsj expedited all affairs, of which Bakunin afterwards 
made report to Panin. Asa proof of his negligence, it is cur- 
reatly fiiid, that he left unanfwered for four months a preiSng 
diipatch from field.mariha] Romantzof, who then commanded the 
army againil the Turks. The packet had been all this time in 
die pocket of Pania*i robe de chambre. 

and 
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-L ieilfen :he intended Iplcndor and mag-nf- 
...^ ..'! other relpedls, nor the public honours 
_ J :iie general. He chofe to appear before 
- -.crcign, not as a triumphant hero, but as b 
.^^er come lo make the report of his viftories. 

. Tc next day the emprefs, accompanied by tb^ 

,^u kluke* the principal officers of the cmpii^^ 

... .Ill her courtiers, proceeded on foot fbmthc 

.^.cnt palace of the tzars to the cathedral of 

''•lOicw in order to be prefent at a folemn mafs, 

,.xi ;hc Te Dcum * that was fung on occafionof 

,.v '.vace. 

ft 

Vi the conclufion of this ceremony, the private 
:rcaiurcr of the emprefs read, with a loud voice, 
:ho lill of the recompences which that monarch 
wdbj^ plcafcd to befiow on the generals who had 
vl.uinguilhcd themfclves in the war againfl the 
l\uU 

Mai Ihal Roman tzof received an eflate in land 

^% ;.:\ tivc tlioufand peafants, one hundred thou- 

.^ v! rubles in ready money, a very fine fervice of 

.i.>.\ JL hat encircled with a laurel branch of bril- 

.:^,. 'cwcllcry, and valued at thirty thoufand ru- 

\;x^ the liar of the order of St. George, and an 

/►u^.ctto of diamonds, with a magnificent trunch- 

.'.vi v^x tiold-marlhal ; together with a diploma, 

' '*XM, c^x how, or on what nccafion, the fong of St. Ara- 
»..^. w : u called, was adopted into the ruffian liturgy, is a 
. ...u'»- .; !i..»ccurioriry, fince the greek church, whence that 
v:*.Ja * .k'iWininated, knows nothing of it. 

adding 
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I 

adding to his farname that of Zadunaifki^ which 

niay be tranfkted^ the Ultra-danubian : — to count 

Alexius Orlof, fixty thoufand rubles, and a fword 

Crunched with diamonds, of very confiderable value, 

H'ith a diploma granting to him the furname of 

richefminflci, from the burning of the turkifh 

fit^ct in the bay of Tlchem^: — to general Paul 

*V:>tcmkin, a diploma of count of the ruffian em- 

P * ^"e, and her imperial majefty's pidlure fet with 

d-i-amonds, as an appendage to his drefs: — to 

ET^^neral Panin and prince Dolgoruky, fixty thou- 

Xid rubles each, with a fword and diamond ftar:— • 

count Soltikof, the fecond clafs of the order of 

:. George: — to count Ivan Chernichef, the order 

^f St. Andrew. — Several ribbons of St. Alexander 

^cfsky were conferred, and military promotions 

niade. Admiral Greig was advanced to the rank 

of vice-admiral, and appointed commandant of 

Cronftadt ; and the next day the grand duke be- 

ftowed eleven ribbons of the order of St. Anne. 

Large gold medals, ftruck upon the occafion, 
were likewife diftributed to the field -marflials, ge- 
nerals in chief, and foreign minifiers ; and fome of 
a fmaller fize, to the reft of the nobility of the five 
firft clafl^s. 

Her majefty likewife recalled ibme noblemen 
from t'heir banifhment in Siberia ; two of whom 
bad rcfided there ever fince the year 1746. 

Catharine had already on the quelling of the 
rebellion, ifllied an imperial ukafe, whereby vari- 

6 ous 
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OU8 taxes were abolifhcd^ fomc of which had been 
laid on during the war^ and others were of old 
(landing* 

The taxes impofed during the late war, and 
which were now abolilhed, were the tax of eighty 
kopceks over and above that of one ruble twenty 
kopeeks paid per head by merchants and handi^ 
craft fmen ; the tax of one hundred rubles on each 
forge or iron work ; the tax of five rubles on each 
furnace in copper founderics; the tax of four 
kopeeks on every pood of caft iron ; the tenths of 
founded brafs ; the tenths of the capitals employed 
in mines of every kind ; the additional tax of one 
ruble per annum on every weaver's loom employed 
in manufa6^ories, or by private perfons in their 
own houfes ; as likewife the tax of one per cent. 
on the value of every other kind of manufacSlured 
goods. A general liberty was alfo given. to efta- 
blifli manufadlories without the neceffity of pre- 
vioufly obtaining the permiffion of the college. 
The million and half of rubles, the emprcfe ad- 
vanced for ten years to the provinces which had 
lately been the feat of rebellion, at the rate of one 
per cent, for the firft three years, and three per 
cent, for the remaining fcven, was to be diftributed 
amongft the proprietors of peafants, in the pro- 
portion of forty rubles for every man loft by them 
in the late troubles. 

The taxes upon the eftates of the livonian noble- 
men were taken off. 

Amongft 
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Amongft the taxes of old ftandi ng, which were 
now abolifhed, were the tax on tanned leather and 
Ikins; that on wax, on tallow-melting, on foap 
works, pn oil-manufadlories, on private lalt works, 
and that on malt and hops. 

The prohibition was taken off from all the 
towns and villages in the empire, of eredling 
fmithies and fmall iron-w^orks; and they were 
thenceforth permitted to manufadlurc and trade in 
all kinds of iron whatfoever. 

The fame edi6l contained a number of internal 
regulations, together with a6ls of grace and par- 
don. It took off all prohibitions againft contrail- 
ing marriages without the coufent of the governors 
of towns and provinces, and all dues hitherto paid 
to obtain their penniffion. 

It admitted all burghers, who (liould declare 
upon oath that they were poflcflcd of a capital of 
five hundred rubles, into the clafs of merchants ; 
whereby they were exempted from thofe taxes to 
which they were fubjecSlcd by their former condi- 
tion : but in lieu of thefe they were to pay one 
per cent, upon their capital, whatever it might be, 
and which they were likewifc to declare upon oath ; 
and, contrariwife, thofe who had hitherto come 
under the denomination of merchants, but who 
did not adlually poflefs a capital of five hundred 
rubles, were returned into the clafs of burghers. 

All pea(ants enfranchifed by their lords, were, 
at their reverfion, to choofe whether they would 

VOL. II. u enter 



288 

OUS ' 

lair! 
V 



[177S. 



^ v^riimcnt, or bccon — 

_ : :hcy might be taxe*^ -^< 

.\"orciiiigly. 

- i ranted to all pcrfo ^. n] 

...;on, with an injiincti*- Jo: 

■ c thereto in oblivion u ; 

■jncrs who had been c (j g m ^ 

• . crimes whatever, for t =hc 

.-.hoiit having had jiulgmc :nt 

T was theneeforth any criir=»c, 

^ .^'.^ as ten years, without bci n^^ 

.' be examined into: and t his 
. . :xM*mancnt hnv throuirhout -iKiSc 

\:as liibaltern officers, wercr-- to 

.ihcr pcnahies and punitlime uis 
. locn infliclcd on their liij^c^ for 

: Aw corponil punillimcnts of T:he 
\- \^v (he full ire lb fevere, liui.' lu 

•v'\ h:ul hitliorto been. 
. .i.a! .1 ;rcj'u:l order to lov.cr the 

. :" \:\:\d<, hoa:c>, 6cc. from !;>: rc> 

\'.:-\ Icon, for vme y?ar5 piii-^ 
,-.i!.U^':i :.n- the i:i!o::3r Lrcvcm- 

■:it:'y. VW:^ \\w r-MW'cd to be 
.'• : ;t :\'r \'-ne ti:r.e i:Tiii:i?- anor- 

! -v^' .-' ■;":i be exociiteii. except 
■•.:? r." >'■:■ Ic'/ik iirsd TvL-r. as the 
.w.-* rrn;::jj- rypcarci tj her tlie 

moil 
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iiioft intelligent, the moft docile, and confequently 
jhe mofi: fit for contributing to the fuccefs of the 
intended trial of the new laws". 

In a former part of this volume-f-, we fpoke in 
general terms of a conftitution for the ruffian em- 
pire, which (erioufly occupied her mind, and from 
which we took occa/ion then to lay before the reader 
that part which related to the police. It now re- 
mains for us to give a more particular account of 
ttiat conftitution itfelf, in which, however, we 
ftnll obferve as much regard to brevity as the na- 
ture of the fubjcit will allow. 

Catharine began by dividing her cxtcnfive em- 
pire into govcrnmcr.ls or viccrojalties. Of thefe 
flte formed forty-three, whereof thirty-eight lie in 
Europe, and five in Afia. The remotcft of the 
atiatic part are indeed of an enormous circuit; 
but in the reft the difference in point of extent is 
not fo very confpicuous. Many of them were 
ogwn divided into provinces; but ali into circles, 
of which each government, according to its di- 
nitnfions, had fix, tc:), or more. Each of the 

* The Jirft ukafc conwrning it was rfaird in N'ovpmhtr 1775. 
The tegul,.tion wai afceiwarili fuccrUively intru.tui.eil and dta. 
'™fl)td in all the Oihtr pnivir.ccs of the iiiipire, during the yt»n 
'7:6—1-85. Thefe r.-^ula;i-ir.5 «crccvi;n trandntd into tlie 
URarian langHagei, in oriicr, in due lime, lo iL.rir itrirt-dufliun 
■inong (hat people, 

'S*ebcf>rc, pp. ij+.j. Thewhi/lcnf thisccnftiturionhaibeen 
*»natlc.-t by the prefent empcior Paul, uid tht viceroyalik* 
»lw]ilhed. 

V 2 latlcc 
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latter was to confift of from three hundred tbou- 
fand to four hundred thoufand perfonsofthe male 
fex, confcqucntly of fix hundred thoufand or eight 
hundred thoufand people ; and every circle of from 
forty thoufand to fixty thoufand inhabitants : but 
in the adUial cftablifliment of it afterwards this 
was not obferved ; there are fomc which comprife 
in them a greater, and others a fmaller number of 
perfons. 

The viccroyalty has a general governor, a go- 
vernor, and a government-adminillration ; in 
which, bcfidc thcfe two perfonages, two counfel- . 
lors have feats. Subordinate to'thefe, are a court 
of juliice, a linance chamber, a fuperior country- 
court, a vic^MOyalty magiftrate, &c. The circ\e 
has ahb its court of judicature; likewife a wa.nc^ 
or guardian oiiicc, a land-furveyor, a rent-mafl ^^ 

« 

a phyfician, a furgeon ; in the cities are ma ? 
Urates ; in the towns, common-councils ; in 
oral-courts of judicature, &c. * The whole ei 
bliftiment was erected on the moft fplcndid 
ing, in order that provifion might be made b ^^o 
tor whatever was necellary to the well being of ^A 
department, and what had a tendency to the z^^^ 
provement and to the embcUilhmentof the count:rf; 
and the appearance and retinue of the governor 
were, in the judgment both of foreigners and na* 
lives, fuitablc to the dignity of his fiation, and 

* Sec before, pp. 247,9» 

tie 
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tiia honour of the government over which he 
prefided. 

Two examples of the annual government ex- 
pence, without including the difburfements for 
the military commands, will fuffice to explain this 
matter: the new eftablilliment demands annually 
for the viceroyalty of St. Peterfburg, confifting of 
ten circles and the city of Cronfladt, the fum of 
one hundred and forty-three thoufand eight hun- 
dred rubles : for the viceroyalty of Tver, which 
has thirteen circles, one hundred and twenty thou- 
iand nine hundred and fifty-three rubles. 

Befides the advantages arifing from an uniform 
and fixed adminiftration of juftice, her majefty 
perhaps thought, and in this opinion (he had the 
concurrence of many well-meaning perfons, that 
by means of thefe inftitutions, particularly in the 
interior provinces, by the example of civil-officers 
with rich falaries, by the eredlion of a public 
theatre, and other incitements to. emulation in 
drefe and appearance, to introduce a greater re- 
finement of manners, and more attention to the 
elegances of life ; but others have fince thought 
they perceived a luxury heretofore unknown, daily 
gaining ground, to the detriment of the morals of 
that frugal people. 

The principal matter in this new divifion of the 
empire, was the complete alteration of the old 
internal conflitution. In this rcfpcdl it was the 
greatell and mod comprehenfive reform that Ruf- 

V 3 fia 



204 LIFE OF THE [177*. 

Ijl '2'dd ever leen (even not excepting the reforroa- 
:'ci!< cc* Ft":er the great) ; an excellent means to 
tl:c yroiTTOcio;! of national profperity, and a noblo 
laac^iwe in the hands of an attentive govcmroenL 
Every city, every town, may be conlidered as a 
ilr.aii community, which cities and towps, by divK 
fions into circles, are confolidated into one larger 
community, whence the feveral viceroyalties grow. 
In each of thcfe latter, the two fovereign perfons 
of the government, (of whom the fecond, the go^ 
vernor, is properly a vicc-general-governor) with 
•ill their power, have yet only to do with the pe- 
culiar affairs of the government of their own ter- 
ritory; the courts of jiiftice therein are entirely 
independent on them, and their ultimate relbrt is 
to the tribunal of appeals belonging to the vice- 
royalty. The regulation of the clafhing concerns 
of the fcvcral colleges of jullice, and the reft of 
the inliitute, very little rcfembling any thing of 
the kind in Europe, is truly admirable. 

All is fim[)lc, uniform, and for the mod part 
novel. It is not without foundation that philoso- 
phical politicians have maintained, that fuch a 
liniplitication was favourable to defpotifni : but in 
an empire, whofe coniiitution was already an un- 
limited ruler, it was in the highcft degree pro}>er ; 
efpecially on account of its prodigious compals, 
which otherwife wovild be neither ealily lufceptible 
o( inrpecrion, nor of being vigoroully actuated 
throughout. Whatever was not fuitable to this 
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fyAtm, was either abolifhed or new-moulded; 
whatever, in particular provinces militated againft 
the new form of government, was removed. The 
countries bordering on the Baltic, formerly con- 
quered from the Swedes, as well as the tribes of 
Tartars on the cataradls of the Dniepr, were de- 
prived of their old conftitutions, however folcmnly 
iecured to them by treaties of peace and a6ls of 
iubmiilion. The firft Ihock could not pafs over 
^thout violent commotions ; but now the moll 
extenfive empire on the earth, with all its territo- 
ries and countries, was phyfically and j;;eographi- 
cally cemented together, in regard to its internal 
policy, truly into one body politic. 

The reform of the fenate at the commencement 
of this reign, had, in a manner, prepared the way 
to this new creation ; and the improved admini- 
ftration of law, which was introduced in 1780, 
flood again in the clofeft*conne6lion with that con- 
ftitution of government. In all the provinces, the 
forms of judicature hitherto in ufe were changed ; 
they received uniformly courts of juflice in regular 
and adequate gradations, and in various modes, 
whence the laft appeal was to the directing fenate. 

Two inftitutes in every government-circle de- 
(erve particular mention : the college of general 
provifion, which took cognifance of all affairs re- 
lative to fchools, Orphan-houfes, infirmaries, and 
alms-houfes, maitl-houfcs, work-houfcs, and places 
of corre<5lk)n ; and the court of confcience, which 

u 4 pronounced 
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pronounced according to equity, in cafes where 
no judicial proof was to be had ; and before which 
the moft infignificant pcribn in the empire could 
cite the general governor himfelf, whenever he 
thought he had a claim upon him. 

All the colleges that have been here and before 
mentioned, had their peculiar members, and thcfe 
their ftated rank ; for even in this matter an exa6l 
gradation prevailed, which certainly contributed 
to the maintenance of order throughout the whole 
monarchy. 

Before fhe promulgated this regulation, the em* 
prefs repaired to the fcnatc, in all the ftatc of im^ 
perial majefty, where (he caufed it to be read and 
enrcgiftered in her prcfcnce. She had already 
caufed lo be enregiftcred an ukafc, naturally tend-, 
ing to gain her the gratitude of a great proportion 
of her fubjcdls. The inhabitants of the diftant 
provinces had been, till that time, obliged to 
travel up to Peterfburg or to Mofco to have their 
caufes tried. * Catharine rcfolved to fave them thefe 
long and expenlive journies; Ihe therefore de- 
clared that henceforward all fuits (hould be ad- 
judged by the tribunals of the provinces ; refcrv- 
ing, however, to the parties the right of appealing 
from the judgment of thefe tribunals to one or 
the other fenate*, and even to the council of the 
cmprefs, but alfo making it known that, if the 

* Though the fenatc of Mofco is no more than a frafUon of 
th»t of Peter (burg» it is regarded as a diftinA tribanal* 

former 
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former judgment was confirmed, the appellant 
lliould pay a fine. 

Another ukafc difFufed joy and gladnefs among 
the inhabitants of Siberia. The rcbelhon of Pu- 
gatflicfhad long put a ftop to their commerce, 
and the fcarcity of money flill greatly impeded 
its operations. By applying a remedy to this lat- 
ter inconvenience, the emprcfs caufcd the former 
to be forgotten. A bank was eftablifhed at To- 
bollk, and committed to the care of Gotoftzof^ 
who had already given proofs of his fkill in the 
direction of the bank of Peterlburg. The com- 
merce of Siberia prefently regained its former 
adlivity. 

The general commerce of the empire attra6led 
the efpecial attention of Catharine. She encou- 
raged it to the utmofl: of her power ; juflly con- 
lidering it as tl;ie principal fource of her greatnefs. 

About the fame time, ten veflels laden with 
wine, having on board fome chriftian emigrants 
from the Morea, appeared at the Dardanelles, to 
pafs from the Archipelago to the Euxine, in order 
to proceed to the ruflian. territories, on the borders 
of the fea of Azof. The commandant of the 
Dardanelles fent an officer to fcarch them ; and, 
upon the captain's rcfufing to confent to it, he 
obliged them to anchor under the forts, and fub- 
mit to be vifited. Colonel Peterfen, charge des 
affaires from Ruffia, being informed of this vio- 
lepce, demanded immediate fatisfadion^ as a vio- 
lation 
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lation of the eleventh article of the treaty of 
peace; and the Porte difpatched a firman, by 
which the commandant was ordered to let thofe 
veflels pais freely. 

No material change took place in the circum- 
fiances of Poland fince the conclulion of the war 
between its great neighbours. The court of Peterf^ 
burg directed all the affairs of that country with as 
unbounded a fwaj^, as it regulated thofe of its 
domeflic provinces. It is true that the nobility 
there were (till as turbulent, and the factions as 
violent as ever ; but, fortunately for themfelves 
and the people, the power which overawed and 
controlled them, was of fo fuperior a ftrength and 
magnitude, as efFe^lually to reftrain them from 
thofe defperate efforts which had of late fo re- 
peatedly heaped ruin upon themfelvcs and the re- 
public. Under the order prefervcd by that ftrong 
grafp, the country was now beginning to recover 
from the efFe<3s of thofe dreadful calamities which 
it had fo long endured ; and its extenfive plains 
once more to fmile under the hand of cultivation. 

The moderation and influence of the court of 
Peterfburg, had alfo produced a very happy effecft 
upon the conduft of the other great partitioning 
powers : they both having defifted from feveral of 
their late claims, and relaxed greatly from that 
rigour and violence with which they had treated 
the republic. 

The diflidcnts alfo were at length remembered 

by 
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by the court of Ruflia ; and their privileges were 
now afcertaincci and fccurcd. They were particu- 
larly fecurcd in the public profcflion and exercifc 
of their religion, and were allowed churches and 
Ichools even at Warfaw ; but were reftrained from 
the ufe of bells in the former. Some other regula- 
tions took place in their favour; particularly a 
right of appeal, in all cafes of grievance, to a 
tribunal, in which a certain number of their own 
communion were to be admitted as afleflbrs. They 
were, however, fiill debarred from fitting in tha 
lenate, and from occupying any offices in the de- 
partments of adminiltration. 

It was with a view to excite emulation, and 
confer a fort of dignity on fuch of her fubjedls as 
fliould addidl themfelves to commerce, that Catba- 
rine publifhed the edi6l* mentioned above, freeing 
them from the capitation and the obligation ia 
which they had hitherto been, of drawing lots for 
fupplying recruits to the army and navy ; and by 
permitting, at the fame time, all free boors to 
enroll themfelves in one of the mercantile clafles-f*, 

• It is called in Ruffia the edicl, or the ukafc of grace, 

f The ruffian traders, or merchants, are divided into three 

claffes. The firft is compofcJ of thofe who poflefs or arc rated 

as poflefling, a capital of one hundred thoufand rubles : the 

fecond, of thofe who have fifty thoufand rubles; and the third, 

of thofe who have only one hundred rubles. — They pay to jhc 

government according to the clafs in which they arc infcrlbed ; 

and it is eafy to imagine that vanity often gets the better of 

truth, and even of avarice. 

Oli 
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on condition of i>aying annually to the crown one 
per. cent, on the capital which they ihould employ 
in their traffic. 

In the fame dcfign of improving and extending 
the commerce of her empire, it was, that the em- 
prefs renewed her treaty with England. She was 
aifo the declared patronefs of induftry and agricul- 
ture. New manufactories were every where cfta- 
biifticd, by her own direction and encouragement : 
Ihe employed workmen to rebuild the villages, and 
to repair the dcvaftation which the rebellion of 
Pugatfhef had occalioncd to the colonies on the 
lliores of the Volga. But, unfortunately, the men 
to whom the emprefs committed the exercife of 
her power, but rarely fulfilled her views. Entruftcd 
with authority for the purpofe of rendering her 
government amiable to numerous tribes of people, 
they feemed ftudioufly to bring an odium upon it. 

Great pains were ufed, and no expence or en- 
couragement fpared to induce foreigners- to people 
thofe vaft defarts which overfprcad a great part of 
the empire ; and which, in many places, require 
only cultivation, to produce, in the gr^ateft abund- 
ance, every thing neceflary to the fubfiftence and 
comfort of mankind. Thefe means joined with 
the inducement of an unbounded toleration, in 
religious matters, had fucceeded fo happily, that 
twelve new colonies, comprehending upwards of 
fix thouland families, were already efi^abliflied on 
the borders of the Volga. In order to facilitate 

2 the 
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the commerce and communication withChinjl, and 
to prevent the great expenccs attending caravans^ 
no lefs endeavours were ufcd to form a cultivated 
tradl along the courfe of the road through thofe 
\vide and void regions w^hich feparate the two 
empires. Towns and villages were founded at 
proper diftances for this purpofe ; and, as a ram* 
part at the head of the line, fcveral colonies of 
polifh .farmers had been eftabliflied during the 
war, in the country immediately adjoining to the 
confines of China. As thefc poor emigrants, who 
had cfcapcd the double horrors of war and op- 
preflion in their own country, were liberally pro- 
vided with flock and all neceflaries, and began to 
tafte the fweets of fecurity in perfon and property ; 
the new fettlements flouriflied accordingly, until 
the rapacity of the governors, encouraged by the 
fuppofed impunity which their diftance from the 
feat of government, and the means they poflefled 
of fuppreffing information and complaint would 
afford, changed the pleafing profpedl, and had 
nearly accompliflied their ruin. Some tuf the new 
colonies had been laid waflc by the depredations 
of the rebels, and altogether were declining by the 
mal-adminiftration, and the rapacity of the ruffian 
agents. The hundred thoufand colonifts, which 
Catharine had at feveral times brought into her 
country*, the greater part of whom were Gcr- 

♦ In 1764 and I76J. 

manN 
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., .re reduced, ten years afterwards to le/s 

. ..'.-r-iric thoiifand*, difperfed and lan- 

^ "A ihc parts about Saratof, Kief, and 



** . _^! '*> 



Citharlnc was yet at Mofco, fhe learned 
; .'.' • rccrs had juft been following the ex- 

I :cutcnant-co!oncl KifchcnikoY*^, whofe 

s..*' 'V conduft has been already mentioned. 

'.*\ations forced a horde of Baftikirs to rt- 

riiofc Tartars not only refufed to pay the 

. vMarv tribute, but thev niallacrcd the ruffian 

irtcvf"*, as well as the pope^;, that were fent to 

x^« ; and placed in the portable chapels or fhrines 

> .•Tv^fo pDpes, the images of the Dalailama, pre- 

v^fM?^ thoir old idolatry to a religion the followers 

m-v*wt were to them only greedy oppre/Ibrs. 

4>c cmprofs opened a treaty with them. Officers 

t:s rapaiMv>us tb.an tlic former were now lent to 

:V.M, .M!ivl i!io whole horde returned peaceably 

.- \?or I ho ruliian author ty. 

HvT inajclty at the follicltation of the inhabit- 
^"■*of ihe newly acquired provinces of White-- 
K.:t^*ii«» to have their taxes put upon the fiime 
ws^p^;* on which they were before it came under 

• »Vc ^tv-rig!it thoufand two hundred and ninety-thrte per. 
^M .*: ViU iVxrt, forming levcn tlioufand one hundred and 






. X . «tc t.imilies. 



!V «.ii"e whofe covetoufnefs and rapacitv forced fo many 
,\ via»K'^ v't kalmuks ro ahandon Ruffia, and betake ihemfclvcs 
.. ..■.>; .iici-'ttains of Thiber. 

her 



1775.] EMPRESS CATHARINE 11. 303 

her fccptre, in (lead of barely granting tl>€m their 
requeft, reduced their taxes ftill lower, by taking 
^ff one half of what they were then rated at. 

Moreover, to encourage trade in the Euxine, 
lately opened to her by the treaty with the Por.te, 
where it would not meet with thofe impediments 
which nature has placed in the Baltic, where the 
climate is a check to trade for the greater part of 
the year, and the dangerous coafts of the Catte- 
gatte and the gulf of Finland caufe numberlcft 
fliipwrecks during the remainder : Catharine al- 
lowed the ufe of fhips freight- firec to Gufetnikofi 
z ruflian merchant, who had railed a capital for 
that undertaking ; and alfo promifed to make good 
all his loflcs, leaving, at the fame time, the wbde 
profits which might accrue from fuch trade entirely 
to himfelf. 

In the mean timeRuffia ftill continued to movd 
in that fuperior fphere of condudl, which had for 
ibme years excited the admiration of the world. 
Great and fplendid actions, adorned by a noble 
magnificence, and a munificence only fuitcd to 
the refources of fo vaft an empire, threw a 
hiftre all around which dazzled' the eyes of the 
beholders, and afforded a permanency to the go- 
vernment of Catharine which was little to have 
been expedted, either from the difpofition of the 
people, the uncertain tenure of arbitrary power, or 
the many inaufpicious circum fiances which at- 
tended its commencement. Individuals felt them- 
6 felves 
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.t> "up-^iers in the exalted flate of the whole, 

.. . -.tL iciiic recmed to influence their conduct. 

• ...j^uiiii of a ruflian fliip, forgetting all fober 

.•;pi.iins of prudence, with a noble generofity, at 

. ic iiazard of his life and property, and encounter- 

.ig what is Hill more dreadful than either, the 

viangcr of flavery, boldly went and cut a rich 

v:hi iltian prize out of a fortified piratical harbour 

ia Barbar)', fcorning all benefit to himfelf or his 

brave crew, other than the glory of the a6l, with 

the pleaUire of reft:oring liberty to the captives, and 

their property to the pillaged. 

The attention which had of late, more than 
ever, been pid to the increafe and improvement 
of the niflian naval force, fulficiently fpoke the 
intentions of the government, even if other evi- 
dence were wanting, to advance fpccdily into the 
firll olals of commercial and maritime power. 
But, o{' all the vail projects which have engaged 
tho aiioniion of the rulers of that empire, from 
VVtor the great, downward, none equalled in mag- 
luiude that which not only occupied tlie contem- 
plation of Quharine, but was already in Ibrae 
derive undertaken*. '1 Iiis was wo lofs than the 
union of the remote and inland Cafpian with the 

far- 

* At leui^ To it was faivi :c be b :hc gcrir.an gazettes of the 

u.'.K* x*t^^Mv'\ uc aiv.* iV^.w-vl '.? : in wh.'ch wc alfo nnd the fol- 

OU..I*;: The eirprwi" -^i" i\ui'l-i, rc'i.ic* ciTtvtjally b-cginnLi^ to 

jkv u%v(j1 oi l-cr rivers navigable, ar.d join rhcm, ar,d of 

courfe 
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fiir-didant and boundlefs frozen ocean. However 
extraordinary this fcheme may appear, and how- 
ever difficult it might prove in the execution, yet, 
by means of canals, with the jundlion of feveral 
navigable rivers, it might perhaps be found not 
impraiSlicable. If at any time this plan (hould 
fucceed, it will undoubtedly exhibit the greatell 
monument of human induftry, and the moil ex- 
traordinary inland navigation, that has ever been 
known. 

While Catharine was employed in calming the 
rebellious Tartars of the eaftem part of her do- 
minion, (he ufed her efforts to induce thofe of the 
kfler Tartary to fubmit to her (bvereignty. The 
conquefts of prince Dolgoruky had difpofed a 
great number of the inhabitants of the Krimea to 
fiivour the Ruffians. The new khan Doulet- 
Grueray continued devoted to the Ottomans: a 
part of his people rfefufed to obey him. Peace had 
been for fome time cpncluded between the Turka 
' and tb^ Ruffians ; but the Tartars continued Hill 
£ghting. The Ruffians flrewed prefents atid d\f* 
fehfions among them. They (bcretly ffirred them 
vp to rebellion ; and fometimes 6ven fupported 
fheiA with arms in their hands. All at onee they 

• 

coorfe the feas bordering her vaft dorninions, by canals^ and 
ptdimg her difcoveries toi^ards Japan and North America, has 
l^anted feveral villages in the road to China^ in order to render 
the long journey there lefs dangerous^ ^reary, and uncomfortable. 

•. VOL. II. X appeared 
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appeared in the Krimca in confiderable force ; ancL 
by pretending to attempt to take Doulet-Gueray — 
by furprife, they took care to give him an oppor 
tunity to efcape. Doulct-Gueray did not let \r 
flip ; but this khan had fcarcely quitted bir . 
country, when the Ruflians caufed Sahim-Guera^ 
to be eledled in his (lead. 

1776. Soon after this, the Ruflians conflrufte^ 
a fortrefs between Kertfch and Yenikaly^ togetb^^ m 
with a fpacious town for the accommodation ^ 
the chriflians of the Krimea who had come over v^ i 
them for protedlion. The Turks, diflatisfled wi^K} 
the revolution of the Krimea and the ufurpados^.^ 
of the Ruflians, threatened to have recourfe ^o 
arms. The imprudent and feeble Sahim-Gueray, 
by the advice of a rufliian agent who refided with 
him, fcnt to Peterfl)urg a deputation of fix myrzas*. 
This homage was fo flattering to the ambitioa of 
Catharine, that it could not but be well received : 
flie feemed to behold in thefc myrzas new fubjeds 
come to take their oath of allegiance. She treated 
them in a friendly manner ; and previous to their 
prefcntation for audience, they were habited ia 
magnificent caftans*^. They intreated her to 
vouchfafe her protedlion to their khaa : a fatal 
protedion, which that unhappy prince afterwards 
too dearly paid for. 

Marflial Romantzof had already received orders 

* Tartarian nobles. 

i Thcfc caftans coft four thoufand rubles each. 
'..,.: .i -to 
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to coIIe6l aa anny on the banks of the Boryf- 
thencs*. Every thing feemed to indicate an ap- 
proaching rupture between Ruilia and the Porte ; 
but prince Repnin, being fent ambaflador extra- 
ordinary from the emprefs to Conftantinople, fuc- 
ceeded in calming, for fome time, the refentment 
of the divan. This was all that Catharine wiflied 
for. She only defired to gain time for preparing 
to enter the lifts with advantage ; as the war was 
neceflary to her fchemes of invalion. 

Inceflantly pre-occupied with her grand defigns, 
Catharine feemed, neverthelefs, to be thinking of 
nothing but pleafures. Her time was* fo ably 
diftributed, that fhe always found enough of it for 
bufinefs with her minifters, for framing new laws, 
for writing, with her own hand, the orders fhe fent 
to her ambailadors and to her generals, for keeping 
tip a regular correfpondence with men of letters 
and artifts, for duly giving audience to her fub- 
je6ls, for partaking in all the amufements of her 
court, and for gratifications arifing from more tender 
conne6lions. Conftant in her ambition, (he was 
ibmetimes faithlefs in attachments, and the politics 
of the woman were not entirely abandoned for 
thofe of the monarch. 

She had not long been returned to Pctcrlburg 
ere Potemkin ceafed to be the objedl of her fond 
aflfedlion. She heaped benefits upon him in fuch 

♦ The Doicftr. 

X 2 prpfufion^ 
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profufion^ that it looked as if (he had not honourg 
and dignities enough to ofFerhIm; yet her heart 
was already decided in favour of another. A young 
Ukrainian, named Zavadofsky, was honoured in 
private with the fmiles of the einprels. He was 
prefently appointed her fecretary ; and fliortly after, 
her majefty openly called him her favourite *. This 
change gave occalion to a fcene that (bemed of a 
very extraordinary nature at the court of Catha-'- 
rine. Whenever that princeft gave an order^ it 
appeared impollible that it (hould not be executed: 
however arduous the undertaking, fhe would al- 
ways be obe}-cd. Now, it is known, that the dif- 
carded favourite received orders to travel, and that 
it was no longer allowable for hin\ to prefent hith- 
fclf before the emprefs till fhe fhould deign to recall 
him. The impetuous Oriof himfelf had fubimitted 
to tliat cuflom. But Potemkin took the liberty to 
evade it : on receiving the fatal order he pretended 
to fet out ; and the very next day he came, in the 
•utmofl compofure, and placed himfelf facing the 
emprefs juft as fhe was fitting down to her party 
at whift. Without evincing the leaft mark of dif- 
pleafurc, at the prefumptuous difobediehce of Po- 
lemkiii, Catharine advanced a card to him from the 

^ Yelagin, intcndant of the entertainments at court, iirft e»- 
ployecl Zavadufsky in the court theatre in quality of prompteff. 
Marihal Romantzof afterwards took him as his fecretary and 
aide-de-camp. That general then made him fecretary of the 
cabinet to the emprefs, and Zavadoftky became farourite, 

pack. 
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pack) told him that he always played luckily, and 
ipoke no more of his departure. Potcmkin pre- 
ferved all his ppAs^ bis honours, his influence, and 
from the lover became the friend of the emprefs. 
Zavadofsky had the art of plealing : but Potcmkin 
)iad rendered himfelf ufeful ; and his genius^ more 
analogous to the genius of Catharine than any 
other of her favourites, uninterruptedly retained 
the afcendant over her. 

In the mean time, Orlof, who had been too fud- 
denly informed of the diigrace of Potcmkin, haftened 
to Feteriburg. Here he found his rival dill in the 
enjoyment, not of the afFedlion, but of the cpnfi- 
dence of the fovereign. Prince Orlof thought him- 
ielf able to refume that confidence, while a youth- 
ful lover, and a Aranger to politics, poflcflcd the 
heart of Catharine : but he was foon undeceived. 
He made his appearance at court, killed the hand 
of the emprefs, and feeing Potcmkin befide her, 
fet out immediately for Mofco. 

The courtiers who were moft habituated to oh- 
ferve the emprefs, could not divine which was the 
lover whom ibe preferred. They could not imagine 
that Potcmkin would furrender his intereil in the 
afFedtions of that princefs. They negledted to con- 
iider^ that love is filent in the prefence of ambition. 

Panin feemed more than ever funk in his ufual 
indolence, which now began to border on perfedl 
apathy. But the emprefs left him in pofleflion of 
his polls ; both becaufe his long fervices merited 

X 3 that 
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that indulgence, and becaufe he made one of a very 
powerful party. This party was defirous of feeing 
Paul Petrovitch lay claim to a throne which by 
right was his ; but the prudent moderation of the 
prince and his reverence for his mother repulfed 
all ambitious fchemes. Catharine> howevef, who 
fometimes forgot what her fon would not, for think* 
ing on what he might do, was not entirely- free 
from inquietudes. She was miftruftful of all ffer- 
fons whom (he thought capable of inftillSng bold 
advice into the mind of that prince ; and fhe was 
ftill more apprehenfive of thofe who could arm 
themfelves in his behalf. ' . - ' 

Thefe apprehenfions had not efcaped the obfer- 
vation of the king of Pruffia. Prom the diftance 
of Brandenburg he fpied all that pafled in the foul 
of Catharine; and dexteroufly applied it to his ad- 
vantage. Knowing that he alone could efFe6lually 
fupport the grand duke in aflerting his rights ; 
whenever therefore he wanted to lead the emprefs 
to bis purpofes, he never failed to teflify great cons- 
cern about her fon. The fufpicions of Catharine 
were alarmed; and, for preferving the friendfhip 
of Frederic, fhe eafily made facrifices, whatever 
they might coft. 

The grand duke had a great friendfhip for count 
Andrew Razumofsky*. He engaged him in all 

his 

Count Andrew Razumofsky was broi:^ht up with ^he grand 
duke Paul Petrovitch. Being designed by the hetman^ his father^ 

• to 
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his parties, and placed the greatefl: confidence in 
him. The emprels, who knew the bold and enter- 
prifing fpirit of Razumofsky, was alarmed at this 
intimacy, and refolved to break it ; and for this 
the count himfelf foon furnifhed her with an op- 
portunity. Catharine remarked fome figns of fe- 
cret intelligence palling between him and the grand 
duchefs *, and made no fcruple to fuppofe that 
Bazumofsky had prefumed to form fome rafh de* 
figns upon the princefs; of which flie carefully 
apprized the grand duke. That prince could not 
prevail upon himfelf to imagine that the fufpicions 
of his mother had any real foundation; neverthe- 
lefs, without withdrawing his kindnefs from coiint 
Jlazumofsky, he refolved to keep an eye upon him; 
and recommended it to his confort to be cautious 
and referved in her behaviour. Whether, in faft, 
the grand duchefs had already fome inclination 
for Razumofsky, whether thefe very furmifcs and 
fuggeftions, and the reftraints that were laid upon 
her in confequence of them, might not give birth 
to this inclination, (he kept up a fecret correfpon* 
^ence with him. She went farther, it is faid: ihe 

' ; " I I ■ I ■! ■ .III, II I. Ill . ■ 11 I H I 

to ferve in the tizyy, he fcrved an ?pprentice(hip on board an eng- 
lifh (hip. In the expedition of the RuHians to the Archi|)eIagO» 
he was with admiral Elphinfton. Since that, he commanded the 
frigate that went to fetch the grand duchefs from Lubcck. At 
the death of Catharine he was ambafTawior from Ruflia to the 
court of Vienna, where he is ftill. 
^ The grand duke's firil confor(« 

X 4 formed 
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liiNrnied the defign of revenging herfelf on her who 
had brought her virtue into fufpicion with her huf- 
|>and ; and accordingly entered into political in- 
trigues, which could not fail of difpleafing the 
emprcfs. Whether thefe reports were true or falfe, 
ihe had not time to put them in execution. She 
died in childbed. The lofs of her brought on Ca- 
tharine one criminal imputation more *• 

As foon as it was known that the grand ducbeis 
had expired,, the emprefs feenaed at once to be over- 
whelmed with grief ; fhe retired to Tzarikp-ielo, 
taking the grand duke with her. The event had 
really thrown that prince into the deeped i|6[lio 
tion. However, after his forrow had ibme^hat 
fubfided, he looked over the papers of his deoeafed 
^nfort, and andong them found letters from count 
Razumofsky. Thefe letters he immediately carried 
to his mother; calling upon her for vengeance on 
the man who had thus dared to difobey her com- 

* What fcrvcd to add credibility to the furxnUes was» tli^t the 
midwife who attended the grand duchefs very foon made a gveat 
fortune. She lived on a familiac footing with the ennprefs« am} 
talked with prince Potemkin and count Bcfborcdko in the &y\e 
of thee and thou ; and who often went to dine with her. Dr. 
Almann was the official accoucheur ; but« upon being alked by 
a friend afterwards why he was not prcfent at the delivery, he 
replied : ** Bccaufc, on a previous vifu to her imperial higho^ls^ 
** the emprcfs faid to me, « Sir, if any thing difaftroos ihould 
•* happen, you will anfwer it with your head.' Upon which,** 
continued the dodlor, " I made my obciffanccs, retired, and ha?e 
«♦ never been at court fiucc," 

mands* 
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Biaqds. The emprefs, not willing that the-affaxf 
ihoul4 make a noiie in the town ; and at the f^ma 
time wifhing to fpare the ion of the hetman who 
hsitd formerly beeo tj inftrumental to hcr^ yielded 
[however tQ the reientment of the grand duke. Bu^ 
infiead of baniihing Razumofsky to Siberia, ibo 
l^niil^ed him to Yeqice, with the title of her envoy 
extraordinary. Ra;^umofsky h^d lEilready been fent 
iipon ^iftinguiihed embaiiies; and, ahhougli Jhe 
perce^Y^ that this new miiiion was only intended 
as ^^ piark of di&pprobation, he made no heiitatioa 
to aspept it^ Haying ilaid there fome time. Car 
thanqe iippoifited him her miqifter at Naples* ; at 
^l^ich pl^oe he w^s when the grand duke was on 
hia (i?vel9 in Italy ; and it was noticed^ th«t, oa 
pa^ng through Naples, the prince fent to count 
J^uo^ofskyf* to forbid him to appear in his 
pr^fei^ce, 

A few days antecedent to the death of the grand 
<|UGhefs, prince Henry of Fruffia arrived at St, Pe- 
^I'lbu^g* Frederic being informed that, while the 
^^arcat^opsi of Poland were carrying on, the 
conAn\i|IioneFS of the co-.partitioning powers could 
neither agree among themfelvcs nor with the Foles, 
h^ r^queiled that his brother might go and confer 
with the emprel^i in order to terminate the difFdv 

* Count Andrew Rdzumo&ky feem^ farm^ fpr pl^sf 
princefles ; for it is aflerted^ that the queea of Naples granted hiio 
extraordinary favoars, 

i In the year i7Sx» 

1 enc^ 
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cnces attempted to be raifcd between the court of 
Ruflia and .that of Berlin. Prince Henry was eager 
to comply with that defire^ 

The lame honours were paid to prince Henry 
as at the firll time of his coming to Ruflia. He 
entered the refidencc at a late hour. It was on 
Eafter-eve. The cm prefs, always attentive to flatter 
the fuperftitious propenlity of the multitude^ palled 
the greater part of the night in the chapel^ with all 
her court. Prince Henry could not fee her till the 
enfuing day. He difcourfed with her often in pri- 
vate on the obfiacles that hadfprung up in Poland ; 
^nd he found it not difficult to remove them. It 
was in one of thefe converfations, that the emprels 
having ftarted fome objeilions, princ6 Henry fud- 
denly replied:-^" Madam^ I fee one fure method 
of obviating all difficulty. It may perhaps be 
difpleafing to you on account of Poniatofsky : 
but you will nevcrtbelefs do well to give it your 
approbation ; fince compenfations rnay be offered 
^^ to that monarch, of greater value to him, than 
*^ the throne which is continually tottering under 
^^ him. — ^The remainder of Poland muft be par- 
'' titioned." 

This idea pleafed the ambitious Catharine ; and 
the annihilation of Poland was decreed. 

The grand duchefs having unfortunately died *, 
without leaving an heir to inherit the empire, the 

* On the 26th of April, 

great 
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great afFair of fucccffion was a matter of too much 
importance to be governed or limited by thofe 
forms whicb prevail in ordinary cafes of a (imilar 
nature. Accordingly the obfeqliies of Natalia 
Alexievna were fcarcely ended, when the emprefi 
began to turn her thoughts to providing a fecond 
confort for her fon. She told prince Henry that 
Ihe had call her eyes on the princefs of Wirtem- 
burg Stutgard, his niece, and that fhe was defirous 
of feeing an union between her and the grand 
duke. 

The princefs of Wirtemburg was already be- 
trothed to the hereditary prince of Hefle-Darm- 
iladt : but prince Henry, judging that the empire 
of Rufliamuft be of infinitely more value to her 
than the langravate of Hefle, immediately fet about 
difengaging her from her contraft. He difpatched 
a courier to the king of Pruffia, informing him of 
the intentions of the emprefs, and afking his af- 
fent. Frederic made no hefitation. The union 
propofed by his brother was too favourable to the 
(cheme of drawing clofer the ties that fubfiftcd be- 
tween Ruflia and Pruffia, to allow him to hefitate 
in endeavouring to bring it to efFe6t. He was ac- 
quainted with the paffion with which the princefs 
of Wirtemburg had infpircd the prince of Hefle- 
^Darmilad.t ; but when political concerns were in 
queftion, what was love in the eyes of Frederic ? 
He fpoke himfelf to the young prince, and profited 
fo ably of the afcendant which he had over him, 

that 
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that the lover conceived it a matter of 4ilty apd 
reputation to make the facrifice of his paffioD. 

Having feciired the compliance of the prince of 
Helle-Darmiiadt^ Frederic informed prince Hf^nr^f 
of it^ and by the iame conveyance wrote to hjin 
that the parents of the princefs of Wirt^i^burg 
would by no means oppofe the elevation of t^eir 
daughter. In tbefe difpatches be invited tbe g^rap4 
duke to pay a vilit to Berlin^ as he was de&pus, 
previous to the cooking to any cpnc}ufiQ|i^ thut 
the prince fhould fee the new fpoufe that was de^ 
iigned for him. He was himfelf extremely h^^y 
in feizing this occafion for making a pedonal ac« 
quaintance with the grand duke- 
Catharine^ fatis6ed with thefe arrangen^^ntSj ic( 
about making confi.derable prepa^ttions, in or^r 
that her fon might accompany prince Henry op hit^ 
return. She allocted forty thouf^nd rubles for the 
journey of the princefs of Wirtemburg. She called 
to Peteriburg marftial Romantzof who re(ided in 
his government of the Ukraine, and charged hiKi to 
attend the grand duke to Berlin. — " It is only,*' i^id 
fhc ^^ to the friendfliip of prince Henry, and to the 
'* moft illuftrious fupporter of my throne, that I can 
•* confent to trufl my fon." 

It was towards the clofe of fqmmcr, when the 
grand duke fet out the firft from Tzarlko-felo ♦ ; 
the next day prince Henry took leave of the em- 

* Marfhal Romantzof, count Nicholas SoItikof> prince Koiu 
rakin, and the boyar Narifhkin^ accompanied him on his journey. 

prefs. 
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ptefs. Whatever were her majefty's fentimehts, 
llie feemed much afFedled at the departure of both 
the one and the other. Scarcely had the travellers 
joined at Riga, before they received fcveral letter* 
ftom her. The following is that which (he wrote 
with her own hand to prince Henry. 

** I take the liberty of tranfmitting to your royal 
** highnefs, the four letters of which I fpoke to }'ou, 
*^ and which you promifed to take care of. The 
*' firft is for the king your brother, and the otherk 
*^ for the princes and princcfles of Wirtemburg, 
^ I venture to pray you, that if my fon fhould 
•* bellow his heart on the princcfs Sophia, as I have 
*^ no doubt but he will, to deliver the three latter 
^ According to their directions, and to fupport the 
*^ contents of them with that perfuafive eloquence 
^^ with which God has endowed you. 

The convincing and reiterated proofs which 

you have given mc of your friendfliip, the high 
^* efteem which I have conceived for your vir- 
^^ tues, and the extent of the confidence which 
*^ you have taught me to repofe in you, leave mc 
'^ no doubt on the fuccefs of a bufinefs which I 
*' have fo much at heart. Was it poffible for mc 
^^ to place it in a better hands ? 

Your royal highnefs is afliiredly an unique in 

the art of negotiation : pardon me that expref- 
*^ fion of my friendfliip. But I think there has 
*^ never been an example of an affair of this nature 
'* tranfa6ied as this is. Accordingly it is the pro- 

" du6\ion 
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^^ dudlionof the mod intimate friendfliipand con- 
" fidence. 

" That princefs will be the pledge of it. I (hall 
" not -be able to fee her without reccolledting in 
" what manner this bufinefs was begun, continued^ 
" and terminated, between thefoyalhoufeofPriif- 
" lia and that of Ruffia. May it perpetuate the 
" connedlions which unite us! 

" I conclude by very tenderly thanking your 
*^ royal highnefs for all the cares and all the trou- 
" bles you have given yourfelf ; and Ibeieecb you 
*^ to be afTnred that my gratitude, my friendfhip^ 
*^ my eftcem, and the high conlideratioa which I 
" have for you, will terminate only with my life. 

^' Catharikb. 

'• Tzariko-fclo, Jane 1 1, 1776." 

After having made a halt of twenty-four hours 
at Riga, and feen the manoeuvres of feveral regi- 
ments encamped at fome diftance from the town, 
the two princes proceeded to Mittau, where they 
were received by the duke of Courland *. This 
duke was the fon of the famous, Biren, who had 
juft finifhcd, in tranquillity, his long and ilormy 
courfe. The grand duke received at Berlin the 
honours due to the heir of the imperial throne of 
Ruffia -f-. Prince Henry prefentcd him to the 

king ; 

* The duke Charles. 

^ The 2ift of July^ the grand duke m;Kk his publicentry into 
Berlin^ accompanied by prince Henry of Pruflia; in the fblfow- 

log 
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king; who came out to meet them at the- en- 
trance of his apartment. The grand duke ac~ 
cofted him by faying : 

^^ Sir, the motives which bring me from the ex- 
*^ tremities of the north to thefe happy dominions, 
^^ are the defire o( afluring your majefty of the 
*^ friendfliip and alh'ance to fubfift henceforth for 
^^ ever between Ruflia and Pruffia ; and the eager- 
^^'ncis to fee a princefs dcftined to afccnd the 
" throne of the ruffian empire ; who, by my re- 



iog order : Firft appeared twenty-four pollillions, founding their 
bornsy commanded by fix fecretaries of the poll, all in complete 
uniform; after thefe came the company of butchers^ then that 
of archers ; after them a confiderable body of merchants, diilin. 
goilhed by the elegance of their uniform : after thefe companies 
followed three fuperb (late poaches, in which were, lieutenant, 
general Lcntulus von Buddenbrock ; count Vcrthcrn, minifter of 
fiate; roajor.generals Sobeck and Prittvitz» with fome other 
gentlemen. A detachment of life-guards^ followed by a running- 
footman, immediately preceded one of the king's coaches, with 
eight horfes, in which were the grand duke and prince Henry. 
This was one of the mod fuperb carriages «ver feen; and wat 
foHowed by three others, in which were, general field-marihal 
count Romantzof Zadunaifky, general count Sohikof, and the 
diamberlain and gentlemen of his imperial highhefs. The pro- 
ceffion was dofed by an hundred men of infantry, being the 
guard of honour. The magiftracy of the city received the prin. 
ces onder a triumphal arch, where upwards of feventy young 
joaidens, drefled like nymphs and (hepherdefTes, preiented the 
grand duke with verfes, and a garland of flowers. The cannon 
fired, and the trumpets and other muiic founded from the begin* 
aiag till the grand duke entered the palace. 

3 *^ cciving 
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*^ociving her at your hands, I dare to promife 
*' you, will be the more dear to myfelf and to the 
^* nation over which (he is to reign ; and chiefly to 
«' fee that boon granted me for which I have been 
" ardently wiftiing fo long : the fatiafai^ion of ccwi- 
*^ lemplating the greateft of heroes, the admi- 
** ration of our age, and the a(loni(hment of pof* 
** tcrity/' 

Here he was i ntcrrupted by the king, who re- 
plied :— " Inftead of which, you behold, my prince^ 
•* a hoary-headed valetudinarian, who could never 
*^ have wiflicd for a fupcrior happinefs than that of 
** welcoming within thcfe walls the hopeful heir 
*^ of a mighty empire, the only fon of my beft 
** friend, the great Catharine ♦." 

The pruilian monarch then turned towards 
tnarfhal Romantzof, and added : " Welcome, con- 
*' queror of the Ottomans ! I find a great refem- 
*' blance between you and my general Vintcr- 

feldt fr 

Sir," returned the marflial, " I am ambitious 
" to refemble even outwardly, a general who has 

♦ Notwithftanding ihi* language, Frederic had written, and 
caufcd to be circulated in Berlin, an anonymous letter, in which 
he fpoke of the foibles of the grande Catharine with fo cireonu 
ilantial an accuracy, that it had very much the air of a fatire. 

t General VintcrfcJdt was much beloved by the king of Prof, 
fia. It was he who fawd the army which the hereditary priDce, 
father of the late king Fiederic William II, cofflmanded in Lu« 
fatia, when he quarrelled wich his brother. 

*^fo 
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*^ fo glorioufly diftinguifhed himfelf in your ma- 
" jefty's fervice." 

^* Ob," replied the king, ^^ you have far greater 
^* reafon to be proud of the vidlories which will 
^^ hand down your fame to the lateft poftcrity *." 

After a converfation, which lafled about half an 
hour^ with Frederic^ the grand duke went to the 
queen^ in whofe apartments many perfons of the 
court were ailembled. Here he faw the princefs 
of Wirtemburg. Prince Henry, in the name of the 
emprefs of Rullia, made a demand of the princefs 
in marriage for the grand duke; and the ceremony 
of the contrail took place the fame day. After 
this there was an extraordinary courts at which 
were prefent all the foreign minifters, and every 
perfon of diftin<Slion. The whole company fuppdd 
with the queen, in great magnificence ; and the 
next day dined with her majcfly. 

Feafts and entertainments fucceedcd without 
interruption, at Charlottenburg, at Fotfdam, and at 
Sans-Souci : but that which mull have mofl de- 
lighted marfhal Romantzof, was the view of th^ 
exercifes of the garrifon of Fotfdam. Frederic 

* Frederic had a great efteem for the brave Romantzof. The 
complimentt he addrelTed to him, remind us of what he faid 
feme years before to the hetman Cyril Razumofsky, who had 
alfo the title of field-marfhal. Razumofsky, was prefent at a re- 
view held before Frederic at Potfdam. That prince aiked him 
how he liked the evroliKlons ! — Razumofsk/, fomewhat embar- 
niifed^ made anfwer, " Sir, I am only a civil gcneraU"— •* Oh I*' 
fq>lied Frederic, « we know nothing of that here." 

VOL. ii. y made 
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.- irf.opf perform their manaiivrcsby fquare 

-, . imitation of the bloody battle of 

•. .iCre the Rafllians gained a complete vic- 

.1 . le Ottomans. 

: ienry then accompanied the grand duke 

•"ri: ibur;^, where be gave him a fcflivity that 

our Jays> and in which he difplayed no left 

.t: .:ian lumptuoufncfs and magnificence ♦. 

'n ne 3rdofAuguft, after quitting Rhcinf- 

\,, iic grand duke took leave of the royal fa- 

viicn the king made him the following pre - 

• ietKrt fcrvicc, and a coffee fervlce, with 

.ii v:ucH v^" china, of the manufacture of Berfin; 

. u:*;; \vrii the king*s portrait, furmouiued with 

wMukhkI *i:>:?v! at thirty thoufand crowns ; a fc: 

; ;hu.?\'.' \vr5 . And four pieces of rich tapefirr. 

l^ti.. :Vv» •:.*>. nrtunied to Peterlburcr ; and it 

...X v«. o.\; xvrVri' t::c princeis of Wirtcmburg 

*.ux v»v v;'W':o, She embraced the crrcck re- 

_ ^ ■-. » . . ^ k»i«.k*. .V.'* .....*. ;..L ^ f% ti»-4v-\.^ 1*4.1 iT LllC 

..Lc .•! NIj a I\vvicro\-:ia, ar.J \\.:s i::arricd :o the 
^ .w.v ,.v.k? J. Tavciv.y years a:':er their imp- 
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tials, this imperial couple afcended together the 
throne of Ruffia ♦. 

Catharine, having glv^n a fecond confort to her 
fon, extended the boundaries of her vaft empire, 
and ektinguiflied the flaipes of rebellion in the re- 
moter provinces, might now reafonably be expell- 
ed to repofe in the tranquil enjoyment of her power. 
But repofe wad not made for her afpiring foul ; 
iedate and quiet pleafures could never fatisfy her 
reftlefs genius. *She was ever on the purfuit of 
farther glory, or perhaps, as fomc will have it, of 
that celebrity which is not always real fame ; and 
there was nothing which fhe would not have lacri- 
ficed to that ardent defire. When her armies had 
ecaied to gain victories beyond her frontiers, fame 
muft prepare for her other triumphs. All Europe 
refbunded with the brilliant a6ls of her munifi- 
cence ; with the encouragements (he afforded to 
the arts and fciences, the prizes which (he affigned 
to talents, the bounties which fhe fhowcrcd upon 

1. Condantine Pavlovitch, bom April 27, 1779* Married 
Anna Feodorovna, born September 12^ 178 1. 
3. Nikolai PaWovitch, born June 25, 1 796. 
4* Mtkhaila Favloyitch» born January 8^ 1798. 

5. Alexandra Pavlovna, bom July 29, 1783. 

6. Elena Pavlofna, born Deceml)er 13, 1784. 

7. Maria Pavlorna, born February 4, 1786. 
S. Ekatarina Pavlovna, born May lo, 1788. 
9. Anna Pavlovna, bora January 7, 1795. 

* On the death of Catharine II. which happened November 
17. 1796. 

Y 2 foreigners. 
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lion, upon fuch principles and to 

B he himfelf, with his prodigious 

^ver have imagined poffible in a 

to his own. Guided by her hand, 

;*efui knowledge which had before 

to the city of Peteriburg, and kept 

..:ntation than for public benefit, was 

m thoufands of fmaller channels, dif- 

f over all the country, every where en- 

L .: foil, and rendering it fufceptible of a 

iltivation. 

bile inllitutions for national improvements, 

brirtiing', owe their origin, for the greater 

pt all of them without exception their -cn- 

: and melioration, to the late empreis 

1 Alexieviia. 

LfoUowing lift fhews the revenues of the 

■places of education, and the number of 

lardcd, clothed, and taught at the imperial 

Cidet-corps hai 700 pupib, and looiooo rubln. 
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rrccl furvey, therefore, ,^ -, 
: ccliication here named, ^ A, 
. /.iindrcd children of both ,^-T .\i 
.v: brought up at the ex .aoc- 

rhc funis fet down amount-j^ x-:rnt 
. : tifty.four thoufand tbrccci>r:>cc 
• .* nihlcSi per amno/i, 
' taken notice of foine of the^> die 
^vi'-cUcial care which the tran— x" W7- 
.X' allowed Catharine to hcdoxvs^^ *\v 
\ c now proceed with what \vas& -* ^s 
. .\t palace. 

.; vving returned to court wiihout-3 ^-^^ 
. . 1 recall, feemcd infenfiblv aceuf- 
J v^ory Alexandritch Potemkin oc-^ ^^ 
: yWc about the throne of Catha-^ — -^" 
V '\ pro'wA: of his influence, and morc^^"^ 
.1 "ling the alfoluie power he had 
\: love 01 i:\c cinDrcf*, left her in 
\:.:!ccp.ce of i.^r incli:;ation for 
VvT i!:e f:\:v:c cf a vcar and a half 
■\:.: :::c r!.:ceo:'K:b:;l:ern fivourite; 
■ .V r:> -L:i:l:i:on \^a5 rouicd. lie 
. V . .-> :".." exjn::le of Po:c:nkin. He 

, . . .%. ». .> r- • r>ii^ •ri\"T fhfA 

^ • 4 

cn^braces 
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embraces of the emprefs into the poft of prime 
nilniften But in order to this, he muft firft turn 
out Potemkin. He fet about it with the utmoft 
ardour ; and began by attempting to ren Jer the 
dcfpotifm of Potemkin odious to the fovereign. 
He obtained the concurrence of difcontented of- 
ficers, envious courtiers, and artful women. Po- 
temkin, informed of thefe intrigues, and poflcfly 
ing far greater abilities than his rival, relblvcd to 
cru(h him at once : an opportunity for which was 
almoft immediately furnifhcd him by chance. 

A young Servian, named Zoritch, an officer in 
a regiment of huffars, came to Peterfburg to look 
put for promotion. He was tall, well-built^ and 
adapted to attradl the notice of a voluptuous wo- 
man. Potemkin, who knew the inconflancy and 
warmth of Catharine, gave Zoritch a captain's 
cotnmiffion^ and put him in the \^ay of that 
princefs. She did not fiail to remark him. ^he 
next day Zavadofsky was difmifled. 2k>ritch took 
his place. 

Zavadofsky, who had already received many 
marks of bounty from the emprefs, had|^ at the 
inflant of his departure, a gratification of ninety 
tbou(and rubles, the addition of a penfion of four 
tboufand, and a confiderable ellate in land. 

Zoritch at the fame time received a landed pro- 
perty of the value of one hundred and twenty 
tbouiand rubles, together with the cuflomary pre- 
fents. This npw lover, without education^ with- 

Y 4 out 
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out experience^ could give no umbrage to the 
haughty Potemkin. G>ntented with adminifter- 
ing in obfcurity to the pleafures of the emprefs^ 
he took no other advantage of her favour^ than 
what arofe from fecuring the influence and autho* 
rity of the man to whom he was indebted for it. 
It was only with Potemkin that Catharine balanced 
the fates of Europe, 
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Relations heiiveen RuJJia and Denmark.'— ConduO of 
the ruffian mintfters at Copenhagm.'—Sticce/s and 
misfortune of Struenfee.'^—CharaSer of Bemfiorf. 
^■^Cefjion of Schlefvig.^^State of Sweden. — Re* 
volution of 1772. — yqyage of Gujiavus III. to 
St. Peterjburg. — Hojiih difpojitions of the Turks. 
^-^Treaty of Conftantinople. — Fefiivities. — Dif- 
ajlers. — Difmlffion of the favourte Zoritch. — Is 
fueceeded hy Bimfky Korzakof. — Tranfaiimis of 
mQto J779t 

HiVER fince the elevation of Catharine 11. to 
the throne of Riiflia, the court of Pctcrfburg had 
unremittedly kept up a correfpondence with that 
of Copenhagen, or rather had never ccafed to ex- 
ercife its influence over it. That influence, the 
work of Peter the great, had experienced fome 

interruption 
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interraption under his fucceflbrs*. Catharine II. 
rellored it to its full force. That princefs had not 
inherited the animofity and the projc6ls of Peter 
III. ag£unfl Denmark; ihe neither font out her 
fleets nor her armies to attack it : but (he well un- 
derilood the art of keeping it long in fufpenfe, 
between the hope of obtaining the entire ceffion 
of Schlefvig, and the dread of being deprived of 
that important pofleffion. 

n^ The court of Copenhagen was attached by ftill 
another intereft to Ruffia. She could not cherifli 
the expectation of being able perfectly to fecure 
herfelf againfl the ambition of the kings of PrufBa 
and Swedeuy otherwife than by the alliance of 
Rullia; fhe accordingly made continual efforts 
for contracting more clofely the ties of that alli- 
ance. Under the adminiftration of the empreft 
Elizabeth^ it had often had recourfe to prefcnts 
for purchaling the good-will of the miniilers and 
favourites of that princefs^ and fometimcs even to 
grant them penfions-f-. Could fhe then be left 
generous towards thofe of Catharine, or were they 
them(elves more difficult than the former ? Hovv- 

* For example, under Catharine the firft, whofe daughter was 
married to the heir of the Houfe of HolAein-Gottorp, betiveen 
which and the houfe of Oldenburg there had been differences of 
Jong ilanding. 

+ The court of Denmark made confiderable prefcnts to the 
ShovaloEi, to the Nanlhkins, and to feveral other courtiers. It 
conferred penfions on the date counfellors Volkof and Oifufief. 

6 * ever 
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ever it be, as Toon as that vnonarch thought herielf 
fafely fixed 00 her throne, fhe reiblved to govern 
Denmark, as fhe did the reft of the north, and 
no longer took any pains to keep fair with it. 

She began by making an ungrateful return t< 
count Ranzau Afchbcrg, who was minifter fro iL ^ 
Denmark to Pctcrlburgin 1762. Ranzau havin jjEK 
wiincflcd the preparations made by Peter III« fo^^: 
thcconqucft of Ilolftcinj attached himiclftp C^rr-'i 
Lbarine*s party, and even formed an intimate con^ c 
nc«5lion with prince Orlof. The emprefs niad9.J 
ufe of him in the endeavour to throw an odiura^:^ 
on the warlike plans of her huiband ; and Otlok^^ 
let him into the fccrct of the confpiracy that ws 
carrying on againft that prince. Flattered witi 
this mark of confidence, Ranzau gave profitabler 
advice to Orlof, and fcconded bim with all hi& 
Blight. The confpiracy fucceeded. Ranzau was 
at firft well received by the emprcls ; but cpolnefs 
and even fcorn prcfcntly fucceeded to thefe firft 
movements of fatisfaction, and Ranzau, thoroughly 
diilatisiied with the emprefs and the favourite^ fet 
out on his returh to Denmark. 

Catharine, who doubtlefs took pleafiire in humi- 
liatinp; the court of Copenhagen, made choice 
of count Saldern for her envoy extraordinary to 
Denmark. Saldern, born in Holftcin, of very 
obfcure parents, had at firft occupied an inferior 
poft at Tritau, from which he was turned out on 
account of fome malverfation ; afterwards be came 

to 
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to feck his fortune in Ruflia. Of a bold and in- 
triguing difpofition, he introduced himfclf to the 
court, and met with fucceft ; and when the em- 
prefs fent him to Copenhagen, he behaved there 
with fuch infolence as to excite a more lively re- 
colledlion of his extradlion, and the difgrace he 
underwent on being difmilled from his former 
ilation. He dared to fpeak to the danifh monarch 
and his minifters in a tone of arrogance that was 
ihocking to thofe who heard him, . He wanted to 
be infonned of all the affairs that were carrying 
on, and pretended to diredl in a di6i:atorial man* 
ner how they ihould determine upon them. It 
was count Saldern, who, .contrary to the opinion 
of the cpyncil and the wiihes of the people, de*r 
tennined the king of Denmark to travel into 
England and France, a journey which was at- 
tended with confequenccs {o fatal to that feeble 
prince and his imprudent confort ! 
. Saldern was not content with gaining intelli- 
gence of all Hate affairs ; he intermeddled with the 
domefHc concerns of the monarch, and diredted 
the mofl trivial tranfadtions. He placed about 
}nm perfons on whofe devotednefs to him he could 
at all times depend, and removed all who feemed 
adverfe to him. In a word, he exercifed a defpo- 

tifin at once arrogant and trifling*. 

When 

* The young queen Caroline Matilda had as grande-mattreib 
9f hf houfe, and who wai at the fane time her favourite, 

siadaoia 
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When tlicemprefs recalled Saldcrn from Copen- 
hagen, fhe fent in his place Philofophof, a man not 
left haughty, and not lefs jealous of maintaining 
the. afcendant of his court. Philofophof ibon ac — 
quired in Denmark the fame influence as his pre- ^=: 
deceflbr. This was indeed no difficult matter 
the monarch was weak and his council timid. Tb ^ 
ruffian minifter had only to pronounce the nam «" 
of Holftein, in order to make every thing fubfem 
vient to his will. We will here adduce one inflano^i^ 
of the inquifitorial authority which Philofopbc^^' 
arrogated to himfelf. 

The count de Saint-Germain* was appointee:^ 
minifter at war in Denmark! Being intimately 
conne6led with count Goertz, a german officer of 
very diftinguiftied merit, he offered him a poll in 
the daniffi army, after having obtained the conicnt 
of the monarch to that end. Philofophof was in- 
formed of it ; and whether he had any particular 
reafon for entertaining an avcrfion for count Goertz, 



madame de Plef5, an amiable and fenfible woman. This lady, 
inccnfcd at the manner in which Saldern had fubjugatcd the king, 
thought it her duty to make fome remondrances upon the matter 
to that prince. The king was weak enough to go and talk of it 
Co Saldern ; he immediately demanded the removal of madame 
de Plefs; and, in fpite of all the foil icitations of the qoeen, 
madame dc Plefs was difmifTeii. 

• The fame who had left France to go and ferve in Denmark, 
tnd who afterwards returned to France, where he was made mi- 
niltcr at war. 

whether 
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whether he was not willing that an officer of merit 
fliould enter into the fervice of Denmark, he im- 
mediately wrote to the king : — " I juft now learn 
*^ that you have offered fervice to count Goertz. 
^' I have orders from my court to break off all 
^* communication with yours, and to quit Copcn- 
" hagen, rather than permit that intriguing and 
" dangerous man to remain with you." Nothing 
more was neceflary for preventing count Goertz 
from reaping any benefit from the offers that had 
been made him. 

Ncverthelcfs, the influence of Philofophof was 
diminifliing in proportion as that of count Struenfee 
increafed ; and it was not till the moment of the 
bloody cataftrophe of the latter, that the ruffian 
minifler refumed his authority. Philofophof at 
firft made fome incfledlual efforts for removing 
Struenfee from the court. He had a twofold 
motive of antipathy towards him. He knew that 
Struenfee was in oppofitiofi to the ruffian party ; 
and he could not forget that he had caufed him 
to lofe the favours of one of the handfomefl 
women of Copenhagen. Befides, Philofophof 
was the flay of the old count Bernflorf ♦, devoted 

to 

♦ Uncle of the prefcnt miniftcr. — Philofophof, who had oc- 
cadon to go and lo take the waters of Pyrmonr, would not fct 
out without having obtained from the king of Denmark the pro- 
mife not to make any change in the miniilry of foreign affairs 
during his abfence. He took his departure. Bernftorf was im- 
mediately difplaced, and Ranzau Afchbcrg put in his place; 

Ranzau 
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to Ruflia^ and removed from the miDlftiy by 
Struenfec, 

We (hall not here attempt to follow the laby- 
rinth of thefe intrigues. Every body knows tb< 
lot that befel Struenfee ; who; from phylician, be 
came the admirer of the young queen Carolin* 
Matilda^ and prime minifter; and wbofe prid»^Ede 
and imprudcncics created him enemies, who Ibor ^i^oii 
brought him to the fcafFold*. It is well know: ^%y^n 
that the (jueen herfelf was imprifoned, detrude* ri^ cd 
from the throne, and exiled toZell, where (he die ::::^ icd 
of the cxcefs of her grief -f-. The ruflian rainiftc:^ rftcr 
beheld with fatisfadlion the fuccefs of the conK':»^n- 
Ipiracy plotted againft Struenfee and the younj^ ^"'^"g 
queen ; and he reaped the fruits of it. Thxri'hc 



in 

* 



Ranzau Afchberg, whom the condudl of Catharine had rcnJcro"=:^'^^" 
the irrcconcileablc enemy of Ruflia, 

• Frederic II. faid on being informed of the revolution cc::^ ^^ 
Denmark : " Struenfee is a blockhead. A man ought neve 
** to form fuch connexions with queens, unlefs ihcy reign ii 
*< their own right, and when he is generaliffimo of thci 
•« troops.*' 

+ She died at the beginning of the year 1776. She had mad 
herfelf much beloved by the people of Zell, by employing i 
afls of beneficence the greater part of the moderate penfion al 
lowed her by the court of Denmark, The day on which th^ 
news of the death of that princcfs arrived at Copenhagen, ther^ 
was to have been a ball at court. Endeavours were ufed to keep 
it a fecret, that Caroline Matilda was no more ; but the tiding! 
were foon fpread abroad : however, that circumdancc did not 
prevent the ball from going forward. 

queen 




* ( 
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qUten dowager, Julia Maria*, who had brought 
about the revolution, held in her hands the reins 
of government. That princcfs was far from 
bdng f© devoted to Ruffia, as the unhappy king 
in whofc name fhe gbverned : but fhe had too 
much fcnfe not to perceive the neccflity of 
keeping updn good terms with Catharine and her 
artful minifter. 

Ranzau was difmifled. His reftlcfi fpirit dif- 
turbicd the queen, whom he had fo faithfully ferved. 
Bait though fhe refolved to remove him, becaufe 
fhe was afraid of him, fhe pretended to adopt this 
meafure only out of regard to Ruflia, 

The old count Bernflorf had bfeeti dead fome 
tinie. Philofo|>hoif was defirous that the nephew 
of that minifter fhould fill the place that had been 
taken from him. He thought him worthy of it, 
no doubt, from his attachment to Ruflia ; the Danes 
had reaibn to think that he was the more fb, from 
the ability he difplaycd iti labouring for the good 
of hid country. 

Bernftorf was of an advantageous flature, and 
bad a noble figure. He had diftinguifhed himfelf 
from his youth by his politenefs, his modcfly, his 

* Sifter of prince Ferdiaand of Brunfwick and the unh.ippy 
dnkc Anthony Ulric« who as we have already feen, was k^^pt in 
prifon at Kolmogory^ near Archangel. The rofTian prince i'cicr, 
brother to prince Ivan« murdered in 1764, died on the .13th of 
January 17984 at Horfcns in Yutland, where he had refided 
Gncc 1789. 

2 cultivated 
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cultivated underftanding, and the mod perfuafive 
eloquence. In proportion as he advanced in age^ 
his excellent qualities grew into a fettled habit^ and 
gained him the general efleem of all his country- 
men. Living at the court, and addidling himfelf 
to the fludy of politics he was neither lefs fimple 
in his manners, nor lefs frank in his difcourie. As 
a ftatefman, he ihewed great abilities ; as a mi- 
nifler he faithfully kept his word. Diligent and 
indefatigable in bulinefs, he had a ready con* 
ception, and a happy manner of exprefling his 
ideas*. An enemy to flattery, indifferent to plea- 
fure, evincing an uncommon prefence of mind and 
a temper always equal, he never fufiered himfelf 
to be diverted from his purpofe. He was never 
inflated by profperity, nor dejcdled by misfortune. 
If his labours were crowned with fuccefs, he knew 
that he would fliortly have frefli obftacles to fur-; 
mount ; if he failed, he perceived all the refourccs 
thatfortune had ftill to offer him. His only defeA, 
perhaps, was rather too much attachment to his 
opinions, which he always defended with warmth. 

• Very cafy of acccfs, communicative and affable, he frequently 
gave audience : and there was fcarcely a private individual in 
tolerable circumflances in all Denmark : whom he did not know, 
and to whom he was not perfonally known. Neither was there 
ever in any country a man more generally beloved and efleemed. 
It is well known, that the affranchirement of the danifh peafantd 
was owing to him, as well as the abolition of the negro-trade. 
A column is eredled near Copenhagen, to teftify to poilerity ch« 
gratitude of the peafants. 

But 
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^at this very defeft was of ftrvice to fliew that 
/^eraftorf was honeft, and would never deceive. 
^Sprung ftom a family of tbe deflorate of Hanover, 
ISemftorf had a flrong predileiEtion for the britifti 
-^atioo. He was alfo well acquainted with what 
■^um due to the court of Raflia. Notwithflanding 
-^fais, he was not lefs equitable towards otber powers ; 
.£3im1' fought with not lefs zeal the advantages of 
^AJeomarlc, to which he confecrated all the hours ' 
«=)f bis life*. 

No iboner Iiad he entered into the miniftry, but 

Semllorf, faithful to the maxims of his uncle, bent 

alt his efforts to obtain from RufTia the ceflion of 

tfat-f* part of Holftein to which it had all along 

tept up his pretenfions. He was not ignorant how 

"lUcb the corruption of the ruffian minifters was 

"* t«refted in holding Denmark in a ftatc of depcn- 

^^■Tce on them ; but it was in the very excefs of that 

*^*»-iuption that he dcfcried one of the means of its 

C'*»ancipation, He knew Hkewife, that tbe pride of 

^^**- <;harinecould only wtthgreat difficulty be brought 

*** abandon tbe fmalleft portion of her dominions ; 

**** «:1 he undertook to employ that verypride to bring 

"^*" to content to that furrender. Philoibphofwas 

"■■^ won over. Several perfons in the higher de- 

P***tmenls6fgovernment, favourites, fecretaries, and 

*£«n(s, made mercenary bargains for their (peech 



\ 
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or tbeir lilcnce. The rapacious Saldern^ feduc 
by conlklerable prefents^ icrupled not to bold a Ian 
guage quite different from that which he bad hither 
to held, and took the negotiation on himfelf. H 
rcprefcntcd to the emprefs that it was beneath b 
dignity to prcfervc a weak principality^ which m 
herdepcndemonthc germanexnpire. Theinperiou 
mind of Catharine, was indeed hurt at this ipeci 
of fubje6iion, thought that fuch language^ didlate^ 
only by covetoufnefs and fclf-intereft, 
entirely from a tender concern for her glory. An 
this it was that induced ber to make that furrendi 
of all her claims upon Holilein, for the 
of Oldenburg and Delmenborft, which (he 
linquiilied, at the fame time^ to the prince bifbop 
of Lubek : the treaty of exchange was figned 9t 
Kiel, the l6th of November 1773. 

This event occalioncd infinite joy at Copen* 
hagcu. The day on which the treaty had been 
ligned was celebrated with pomp*. It was not 
the fame at St, Peterlburg. Catharine quickly 
difcovcred that flie had been the dupe of Bern* 
liorf 's artilicc. Saldern, whofe malveriatioDS were 

^ Bernflorf received th^** mod flattering tcftimoniet of gnticode 
from his countrymen. The bounty of the court was exceiided 
<o the whole of his family. The widow of the elder Beniftorf» 
his uncle, was honourably gratified, and received a letter fiom 
the king with the portrait of that prince, on a medal round 
which was infcribed, *' In honour of the ' 16th of November 

Cofily 
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cafily proved, fell into difgrace. But the emprefs 
confoled herfelf for the lofs of Holftein, hy the 
aflarance of prcferving in Denmark an ally alwsiys 
fubmiilivc^ and ever ready to fcrve her againfl 
Sweden » 

More nearly conne£te<;l with Ruflia, Sweden has 
alternately excited the dread and ambition of the 
court of Peterfburg. Peter the great had refolved 
to annihilate that power ; and the yidtories of 
Charles XIL were no obflacles to his making hirp^ 
frlf matter of four of its fineft provinces*. The 
(ucceflprs of that prince inherited his projedls ; and 
the ruffian nation preferves an implacable hatred 
againft a people whom fhe at length overcame^ 
bat who made her purchafe her conqucfts by tor-^ 
rtnts of blood. War on any pretence againfl 
Sweden cannot fail of being agreeable to that 
ferocious and vindicStive nation. Every means of 
crufhing her rivals cannot but be eagerly chef iihed 
by the court of Ruflia. 

The fwedilh nobility, divided into two fadlions 
diflinguiihed under the names of Caps andHats-f-, 
has .but two much contributed to favour, by its 
diilenlions^ the ambition of Ruffia* When count 
Panin, ia the reign of the emprefs Elizabeth, was 
minifter from that princefs at Stockholm, the money 

• Livonia, Efthqnia, Carelin, and Ingria. 
+ It is well known that the party of the Hats has always been 
icvoned to France, as that of the Caps is to Raffia, 

7 2 he 
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he profufely flrewed, and the connexions which he 
formed*, gave him an afcendant which he denter- 
oufly Aiade the inArument of oppoling the fenate 
to the court. He diredted the one by his intrigues^ 
while he kept the other in awe by a6ling on their 
fears/ Count OfternrKinn afterwards imitated, and 
even furpafled him. More impetuous^ more a6live 
than Panin^ he kept Sweden in a fort of vaffiilage ; 
and it may be affirmed, that, while Frederic 
Adolphus'f' lived, the minifter of Ruilia reigned 
ifi Stockholm. The view of this minifter, doubt- 
lefs, was nothing fliort of difpa&ng Sweden to 
become a ruffian province ; but be flattered the 
nobles with the hope of making it a republic, nnder 
the protection of Ruffia; a project which had 
been long conceived both by them and by lord 
Carteret J, the engliih ambaflador. 

On his acccffion to the throne, Guflavos III. 
mortified at the influence employed by Ruffia, and 
at the authority of the fcnatc of Stockholm, at- 
tempted to free bimfclf from this double yoke. 

The party of the Caps, which prevailed in the 
fenatc, had alfo the preponderance in the diet of 
1772; Proud of the power which it had fi> often 
abulcd under Frederic Adolphusj}, it refblved to 
enlarge the bounds of it under his fuccefJbr, and 

* I Ic w:!9 the known lover of the countefs of Loevenhida, 
who had great influence in the party of the Caps. 
f He died in 1 77 1, and was faccecdcd by Guftavus III. 
X Upwards of fifty years«ago. 

prefcribed 
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prefcribed to that monarch the form of ah oath 
different from that exadled by the fundamental 
laws of the country. Guftavus III. iigncd his 
^rmulary without taking the |>ains to read it, re« 
fenring to himielf doubtlefs^ in ib doing, a pretext 
for diflblving the engagement which he was forced 
to contradlp 

This prince, who had already placed all his con^- 
iidence in the counts Scheffer* and Salza, adled 
in concert with them and theambailadorof France^ 
the count de Vergcnnes, and they drew up to* 
^ther the plan of the revolution, as it was ibon 
^fter executed. 

The diet, in a very fliort time, began to con* 
ceive fufpicions concerning the deiigns of the young 
king. ' It took umbrage at the relort of fome 

r 

officers, once or twice in every week, at the houfe 
of general Ramiay, who was known to be devoted 
to tbe court, and fent an order forbidding the regi- 
ment of guards from aflembling for exerpife, and 
even ibr parade. 

Not yet iatisfied with thefe precautions, the diet 



1 This party, fiipported by Ruflia, had feized upon all the lucnu 
live pfapcei tnd aV the pofts of honoar in the admiiiiftration ; it wat 
COocuMially making ofurpadons on the pierogacivet of the crown, 
mnd interfflcddled even in the petty a£iirs of hia boufeholJ. 
Woold it be believed that it had the infolence to fix the quantity 
€if wine that (hoiiU be drank ac hia table, and that it deprived 

in of the liberty of choofing his own confeilbr ? 
* Charles Scheftr, 

. 7^ 3 excluded 
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excluded from the fenatc all the members in op- 
pofiuon to the dominant fa^lion. This vindi6Hv< 
proceeding fcrved only to fan the zeal of the ol( 
partifans of the king^ and to gain him new ones 
for feveral of the nobles who were not partial t 
the royal authority, however, dreaded it leis tha 
they detefted the tyranny of their rivals. Com 
Axel Ferfen was pf that number. Famous for h 
eloquence and for his attachment to the old form 
government, he loudly difapprovcd of the inno^ 
tions of the diet ; but, thinking himfelf ibmewh^^^^t 
Degledled by Guftavus, he retired from Stockholnv^r'^* 
The fenator Hermanfon was endowed with le=^ '^^ 
ienfibility, or was treated more kindly, HT »9 
talents and his influence were neceflary to tl 
^ew8 of the monarch. He xledicated them to h 
fervice*. 

Guftavus, however, communicated to the pc* 
fons who were to execute the plan of his operation, 
only what was neceflary for them to know, in ordi 
to fecond him properly. His firft ftep wa3 to mal 
furc of the fidelity of the generals of the arm- 
But the majority of them appeared to him U 
ftrongly attached to the old conftitution, to adin 
q( his opening himfelf to them on the chanj 
which he had in contemplation. Colonel Spreni 
porten and captain Hellechius were the only pe 

* The fenator Hermanfon framed 1 conftUotion upon a 
model ; count Scheffer prepared another ; the king himfelf d 
up a third. 

2 fo 
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ions on whom he thought he might depend. He 

then refolved to give the alarm of a fham rebellion 

in two of the dillant provinces, in order that the 

diet fliould not pay attention to what was going 

ibrward in the capital. 

HellechiuSy on whom the king afterwards con- 
ftrred the rank of general, and the name of GuC- 
^^afscboeld*, was at that time commander at Chrif^ 
"^ianftadt, a city of Scanta. He lived amicably with 
the officers of the garrifon, frequently gave them 
entertainments, and found no difficulty in making 
^em promife to aA in concert with him. He 
^vpenly blamed the decrees of the diet, and decla- 
red himfelf in favour of the royal authority. The 
Inhabitants of Chriflianftadt adopted the fame ien- 
timents, and expreflcd themfelves in the fame lan- 
guage with them. The report of thefe proceedings 
foon reached Stockholm. The diet took the alarm, 
and commiffioned baron Rudbek, governor of the 
capital, to go and put a flop to the murmurs of 
the Scanians. 

In the abfencQ of baron Rudbek, the command 
of Stockholm was committed to general Pefcblin*f^. 

This 

* This namt figDifies» in fwedifh^ theJ^Uld ofGtiftavuu 
i General Pefchlin has been fumanied the Wilkes of Sweden. 
But he refembled Wilkes more in his venalitf than ift his tdents. 
M. de Vergennes faid of that general, that he had no ochcr dcfeft 
tban that of preferring imperials to louis^'oo. It was obfervcd 
by a well*knowo fcholar and wit, on fiseing the epitaph dfefignsl 

* 4 fcf 



.344 i^iFfi OF TRX li776* 

This officer acquitted himfelf of his charge with fo 
great vigilance as difconcerted for feme time the 
firicnds of Gufiavus. Every attempt was made tx> 
corrupt him ; but in vain : bis refolution was already 
Ukeu« ' 

Fortunately for the kiog^ baron Rudbek came 
and refumed his command. He reported to his 
friends^ thai the gates of Cbriftianftadt were refuied 
to be opened to him i and that captain Hellecbius 
had juft publiihed a manifeflo againft the power 
which the diet had arbitrarily ailiimed. The do* 
minant fec^ion then refolved to difcover whether 
Hellecbius adled by the king's orders^ certainly 
hoping in that cafe to feize upon the perion of the 
monarch. 

Gufiavus was too great a mailer of diffimulation 
to allow his ientiments to be eafily gueiTed. He 
anfwered one while with great iirmnefs of mind, 
and at another with an air of indifference that de- 
ceived all the emiflaries of the diet ; and baron 
Rudbek^ who thought he had thoroughly founded 
him^ laid in public : ^^ That the pcrfonage was by 
^^ no means dangerous.'* Neverthelefs^ the diet 
iilued orders that the garrifon of Stockholm (hould 
be augmented with the regiments of Uplande and 
ofSudermania. 



■•-^- 



by Wilkes fer himfelf, «• A friend to liberty," that he \iras happy 
to fee him fo gratefolj for liberty hid certainly been a great friend 
to hiffl* 

'■ It 
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It 18 certain that if tbefe regiments had bad time 
tp enter into Stockholm, the revolution would not 
have been brought about ; and much flaughter 
had been prevented. The guards were alrea^dy 
discontented that other troops had been called in, 
jind that the inhabitants, who had all taken up 
arms, and were devoted to the king, fhould be 
united to the guards. 

Every momQnt now became of confequence. 
Colonel Sprengporten^who had been commiflioned 
to conduct the troops from Finland, and whole 
arrival was to be confidered as a iignal to the king^ 
bad been detained by contrary winds. - He did not 
arrive, and the time was loft in an expectation con- 
tinually becoming more dangerous* Generals Sal- 
za, SchefTer, and Vergennes held a council, and 
determined Guftavus to accelerate his enterprife. 

The execution of it was fixed for the following 
day. The very evening of that on which this refo* 
lution was taken, the king appeared at the opera ^, 
aunidft a great (hew of nobility. He gave a grand 
iupper to the court ; and converted with unufual 
^iety. He afterwards retired to his apartment, 
^where he pafted a coniiderable part of the night in 
^inrriting to his broibers and his friends. 

After having fmifhed theie letters, be went. to 
^iftt feveral of the corps-de-garde-f*,as he had done 

for 

* The repnrcnfation was Thetis and Pefeus ; the firft opera 
that was played in the iwedifli language. 

+ When 
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cm :ii^-hts before, in order toaceuftom the 

i.i-.ers aot to be furprifccl at ieeing; him at fuch 

uckubnable hours. Being returned to the palace, 

e vctit calmly to bed, and role at his ordinary 

iio. Count Le\'enhaupt, his premier ccuyer, 

.^ciii^ come to receive his orders, he told him, in 

-•.:ii:.kMice, to keep readyfor him a greater num- 

?t -Jt" horfcs than ufual. 

The Icnatc met, according to cuftom, at ten 
oV'ock in the morning. Half an hour after this, 
the ibldiers who came to relieve the guard, advan- 
ce into the court-yard of the caftle ; where they 
were no fooner entered, than the king came down, 
erdepcd the gates to be fhut, and addrefled his 
i^tt.irJs 111 a very eloquent fpcech *, in which he 
exhorted thorn to deliver their country firom the 
t\ rr^r.ny of a few factious nobles. He protefted 
;■•>.:: Vc \x,:5 not ambitious of abfolute power, but 
.^;v»;\\l v^nly a lutFicicnt authority for the mainte- 
iknux^ of orvIvT and for enforcing the laws. This 



^ NVVca he Ste: cr.ttitd i«? gaarJ-houfc of the admiraltv, an 
c«^%\> >yt: tV ,*\v*t with to much violence as to put the lock out 
^•^vVv^N* V i*'*: ;^5c JvVrc^iW not be opened again. The king 
^^ «.KM « « X>( <:«;>ula MisK^» vho cowmandfd the poft, gave 
^ wvN^ \,v> 1 Sc,-**! jtt Sr.'-^e;: t? pieces. 

♦ O-s *^,.'^ iVa: $««vi G^iiar-^s lll.'the 1o\t of the foldien 

•^ kV *XA * .;"* >fc A*. :*»♦, irof CKtfks KII. he was the onjy 

<**^ • ^'^wV-' m V ; ,',u* Y Ooie tbe iangii age of the coactrv. 

^ .%^^^6\^ > ;::N>"'f jrv*rxV»« wiih grsa: elegance in that Jan. 

■: v^x , H*^ x\^J^.;\vs^i ->4-^c4l ria** u i:, outch cdarmcvi bj the 
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aiTumncc^ accompanied with the promife of fuitV 
ably rewarding fuch as fhould fecond his underr 
taking, had all the efFeft he defired. The guards 
replied by Ihouts of approbation. Guftavus im^ 
mediately caafed an oath to be adminiftered to 
them ; and the officers were obliged to follow the 
example of the foldiers. 

Reckoning on the fidelity of his troops. Gul - 
tavus caufed centinels to be placed about the hall 
of the fenate, with orders to let no perfon go ou^^ 
He himfclf proceeded to the grand corps-de-garde; 
and, having called the officers together, he related 
to them, in prefence of the foldiers, what had juft 
psfled at the caftle; and added, that he had no 
doubt in finding in them the fame zeal as had 
licen (hewn by their brave comrades. AH, with the 
exception of only one*, fwore to maintain his 
caufe. 

GuHavus fet out immediately to get pofleffipa 
of the arfenal. He called for his horfes. Leven- 
haupt^ who bad them all in readinefs, was proceed* 
ing to order them out^ when baron Rudbek appear- 
ed at the door of the ilables, and commanded the 
groom to defifl.— -^^ I receive no orders from you," 
replied Levenhaupt : *^ get out of the way, or I 
" fhallinake the horfes run over you.'* — ^Tbe go- 
vernor went dire^y to the lecret committee of 

• 

* It was baron von Ccderftrohiii« He made ho anfwtr bat 
prefcDted his fword to Uic king ; opon which he was cominicted 
to prifon. 

the 
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the diet, with a complaint againft Levenhaupt ; 
and ordered the fccretary Ellers to minute down 
in his regiiler-book, what he (hould dictate to bim, 
Ellers^ who began now to fufpe^l what was about 
to happen, looked gravely at the governor, and, 
inilead of doing as he was bid, (hut the regifter* 
book^ faying that he believed he had nothing oiore 
to write. 

Guilavus next proceeded to the guard-houle of 
the artillery, where the oath was eagerly uken. 
He fent to invite the principal members of the diet 
to come to him ; and at the fame time fcnt detach- 
ments of foldiers, with cannon, to every gate of 
the city, in order that none of the chiefs from whofe 
oppofition he had any thing to apprehend might 
efcape. Notwithflanding thefe precautions, how-r 
ever, general Pefchlin found means to get away*. 

The remainder of the garrifon of Stockholm foon 
joined the troops which Guflavusbad collcdled about 
him. Several members of the diet alfo came to 
the fupport of the king. Baron Rudbek, and ibme 
others of the moft violent, wer^ arrefied. The 
duke of Heflenftein, who bad been promi/ed by 
his party to be declared regent, refufed to take the 

* A young roan, named Hierta, ran after him for the purpofe 
of ftopping him. Bat the general took him by the arm» and faid 
to him with a fncer :-— '* My poor Hierta, it muft be a diiereat 
" Hierta from thee. to oblige oe to give up my arms !**— For un- 
.derftaoding this play upon tiie word» it (hoold be kncyvm, that in 
the fwedilb lasguage hkri^ fignlfies hti^rt. 

6 oath. 
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oath. But^ as he was by no means dangerous^ be 
was fufFered to be at large on his parole. 

Tbofowho efpoufed the party of Guftavus, tied 
a white handkerchief round their left arm. ' Ptie- 
iently all the inhabitants of Stockholm adopted this 
lign of adherence to the king : and the officers of 
the fwedifh army wear it to this day. The aflaffin ♦ 
alfo wore it, who fince gave him his death's wound, 
by a pifloUfhot fix>m behind. 

The people ran in crowds to the king where- 
ever he paiTed. His majefty frequently flopped to 
harangue them ^; always recommending order 
and moderation. His exhortations were not with- 
out effedt. 

As foon as Giiftavus had made himfelf mafter of 
all the polls of the city, and was fure of the adhe- 
rence of the inhabitaints and the foldiers, he aflem- 
bled fn his palace the members of the diet ; and, 
after having reproached them with their diflenfions 
and their ambitious vanity, he concluded by (ay- 
ing : — ^' It is high time to rcfcue the fwedifh peo- 
ple from fervitude, and the throne from oppref^ 
fion. It is time to put a flop to the corruption 
which difhonours the majority of thofe who fit in 
** the diet and thefenate. It* is notorious that they 
" are always ready to. facrifice the interefls of their 

* AnkarftRBia. 

f Never was a( king fo fond of makiog fpeechet at Guftavus 
III. ; acid it moft be confefTed that it w^ aaartin sirhich be par- 
ticularly excelled. 

*^ country 
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*' country to the. gold of foreigners. tC any one 
^* of you can deny what I advance,*^ added he, bs 
he rofe up, *^ let him boldly ftand forth, and con- 
*^ tradi6l mc.'* No one thought fit to reply. 

Guftavus then read the plan of the conftitutioil 
which he himfclf had drawn up. He was heard 
with the profoundeft filcnce : and, when he had 
made an end of reading, he afked the opinion of 
the flates, inviting them to deliver their obferva- 
tions freely, in order to enable him to corredl what*^ 
ever might be defedlive in his plan. But not one 
thought fit to produce his objcdtions. . Such as in 
their hearts were moA difinclined to the monarch, 
were the mod ufiwilling to difclofe their fenti-* 
ments. 

The new conilitution was not adopted till the 
fecond day after the revolution. Then it was that 
Guftavus difmiffed the fenators, who, for three 
days, had not been permitted to leave the hall, 
whtre they had been detained as prifoners. The 
greater part of them obtained places in the new 
fenate. 

All the officers who had joined the king's party 
were advanced one rank, and decorated with the 
military order. The principal inhabitants of Stock- 
holm received medals of gold or filvcr, and the pri- 
vilege of wearing them faftencd to the button-hole 
by a white ribbon. The fubaltern officers alfo re- 
ceived medals, fufpended to a blue ribbon. The 
foldicrs were not forgotten : Guftavus, who was 

very 



1776.] EMPRESS CATHARmE II. 351 

-very fcantily provided with monqy *, gave them all 
that be had to difpofe of. 

When the members of the faction in oppofitiqn 
to the king had recovered from their firft confter- 
nation, they faw> with no lefs confulion than far- 
prife, that in defeating them, the monarch bad 
employed but very feeble means. It muil indeed 
have appeared very ilrange to them,' that at the 
very moment when the diet was mailer of all the 
forces of the kingdom, and filled with enlightened 
men, itfliould fufFer its power to be raviihed from 
it, by a young prince who had not above three or 
four hundred ibldiers ; and who was thought to be 
of a very frivolous chara6ter. 

OnCi of. the men whom the revolution afHi6led 
mofl was cofunt Oftermann 'f*, minifter of Ruilia. It 
derived him of a'great part of his influence ; and, 
in;, order to regain it, he was continually encoura- 
ging the difaffedled to rid themfelves of the king'g 
auihority<,'to draw out the regiments that had re- 
mained &ithful to them, and to convoke a new diet 
in (bmC'One of the remote provinces. 

. The turbulent chiefs of the Caps were but too 
much inclined to adopt thefe dangerous meafure& 

* The bankers of Stockholm refufed to advance ^oy money to 
the king. One alone» named Peil« lent him all the money he 
had. Gaftavas never forgot the obligation. 

f The Ycry diqr before the revolution, conbt Oftermanh fent a 
courier to Peterfbarg, aiTaring, that, notwithftanding the diifurb* 
ancea in Seanii^ th« ftnate of Stockholm would preTcrve its au- 
d;orilj entire. 

Guftavus 
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Goflavus was apprehenfive of it; and therefore had 
recourfe to artifice for repreffing his faftious fub- 
je&s. He caufed a report to be circulated^ that 
a very conliderable body of troops, under tbe or- 
ders of general Sprcngporten, wasjuft arrived witb-> 
in a few miles of Stockholm ; and for feveral days 
fucceilively, he fent ofF boats loaded with provi- 
lions for thefe fictitious troops. At length tbe winds 
permitted Sprengporten to leave the coafis of Fin-* 
land, and to bring to Guiiavus a detachment from 
the garrifon of Sveaborg : but at his arrival he found 
that all was already quiet at Stockholm. 

The provinces foon followed the example of thu 
capital. The regiment of Upland, called by the 
diet, was ready to enter into StocEhoim. Gene- 
ral Ramiay went alone to meet it ; and notwith- 
ftanding the refolution of feveral of the ofHcera, 
carried his point in obliging it to take the oath of 
fidelity to the king*. The duke of Sudermania, 
and the duke of Oftrogothia, brothers of tbe mo- 
narch, had been difpalcbed to different parts of the 
kingdom, and found no difficulty in confirming 
tbe troops in their adherence to the royal caufe. 
General Pefchlin was the only perfon who flarted 
any fcruples : he was arrcfted by the major of his 
own regiment ; and the duke of Oftrogothia rc^ 

* It was at firil intended to arreil general Raoafa/. Boc an eld 
and brave enfign, named Normelin, much beloved byr the €dA^ 
diers, dctermintd tbem to take thp oatb ; and tbe offioen were 
drawn on by their example. 

ceived 
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eeived orders to fend him prifonef to the caftle of 
Gripiholm *. 

The money thatGuftavus received fromFranccf', 
ferved to ftrengthen liis party, and to diminifli the 
influence of Ruflia ; who was not backward how- 
ever in diftributing rubles among, her adherents. 
Catharine beard with indignation the news of the 
change that had been brought about, in a country 
^hich fhe was continually dividing, in order to- 
fubjugate at one time or other. She gave orders 
to count Oftormann to take meafures for reftoring 
the government which Guftavus had overturned. 
The miniftcr fet his agents to work with an im- 
petuous ardour ; but his efforts were ineffedlual. 
Some explanations which he had with Guftavus 
vrere terminated with harlhnefs ; and at the com- 
mencement of 1776, Rulfia having fitted out a 
fleet of gallies from Cronftadt, an alarm was im- 
mediately raifed at Stockholm. 

1777. Guftavus fent to demand what might 
be the caufe of this armament. He was anfwered 
in a ihanner by no means fatisfa6lory. The gallies 

* He was confined In the fame apartment that had been the 
prifon of the ferocious Erick XIV.; and on the floor of it is 
Hill to be feen, the track worn by the (leps of that anfortunate 
king, by incedantly walking backwards and forwards from one 
comer of the room to the other. 

f Hitherto the minifters of France in Sweden had expended 
conliderable fums of monev, in what were denominated fecret 
icrviccs. Thb money was afterwards given dirc^y to the 
king. 

TOL. II. , A A did 
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did not proceed to ad againft Sweden; bnt t 
uneafinefs of the king did not therefore firiyfi< 
At4engtbi wifhing to know what were the rei 
intentions of the couft of Rufiia, he came to tl 
rdblution of going himfelf tA confer with f! 
emprefs. 

On the l6th of June 17779 he arrived at 
Peterfburg^ under the name of the count of Got 
land, and ac<x)mpanied by count Ulrik Schefiet 
count ^n Pofle, Monck, with feveral others of b. 
courtiers. Only baron von NoIkeUj his amba 
iador at the court of Ruilia, had been apprii^^ 
of the voyirge. Guftavus alighted at thia min ^« 
iter's hotel, and prefendy after made a vifit mc 
count F&nih. 

The emprefs was at Tzariko-fe1o« Ghifiavus 
went thither in the afternoon, and had an inter* 
view with her majefty, in which they difplayed tc 
each other a cordiality equally feigned on both fides. 

Sumptuous entertainments were lavifhed on the 
fwcdifli motiarch. The emprefs was refolved ^cf 
give him a high idea of the magnificence and 
pleafures of her court. She often difcourftd with 
him, ftudied bis chara^cr with her ufual penetra- 
tion ; and, before many days had elapfed, plainly 
perceived (hat prefumption was his principal defcft. 

Having made this difcovcry, Catharine direAly 
propofcd to reap advantage from it, by inducinf 
Guflavus to embark in fome dangerous cnterprifr 
His qualities^ more ihining than folid^ his af&l 

r. 
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lity, the pleafures h^ was ever providing for his 
court, gained him the love of his people ; but one 
moment's imprudence might leflen him in their 
efteem, and even render him^odious in their fight. 
The emprefs endeavoured to haflen that moment 
in the following manner. 

Convcrfing one day with Guftavus, her inajefty 
fpoke of the obftacles frequently experienced by 
fovereigns in their attempts to improve the civili- 
zation of their dominions, by introducing fome 
alterations in the drefs, the cuftoms, and the man- 
ners of the nation. She obferved that it was not 
only difficult to bring about thefe changes, but 
extremely hazardous to think of fucceeding iq too 
abrupt a manner. She faid, with realbn, that 
mankind being in general the flaves of habit, they 
beheld with averfion every new inflitution ; and, 
in ifevour of her opinion, (he omitted not to cite 
the example of Peter the great, and the refiftance 
oppofcd to that Icgiflator, when he only wanted 
to induce the Ruffians to cut off their beards. 

Guftavus replied, that if fovereigns failed of 
fucceft in the changes they were defirous of mak- 
ing, it was doubtlefs rather their own fault than 
that of the people ; and that, how much foever 
the latter were attached to their habits, they would 
willingly facrifice them to ihe monarch who had 
the art of making himfclf beloved. He remarked, 
that mankind were lels attached to their habits 
than to their fortunes, and their life ; and that 
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they would neverthelefs frequently expofe both the 
one and the other from attachment to their fove- 
reigfi. — " But/' added be, " in all things there is 

a proper feafon which muft be fleilfully feized. 

When we let it flip, it is for want of attention ; 

and then the fuccefs does not correipond with 
** our efforts. There is alfo a certain manner of 
** executing a dcfign ; and it was becaufe Pfetcr 

the great had neither that manner nor the at« 

tention neceffary for feizing the tide of affairs^ 

that he experienced the difficulties which the 

emprefs has juft been noticing/* 

Catharine produced additional reaibns in fup* 
port of what fhe had before adduced. She pro- 
longed the difcuflion tiH Guflavus began to ima- 
gine his felf-love was concerned to prove his 
aflertions by fadls : whereupon Ibe defied him to 
prevail on the fwedifli nation to adopt a new mode 
of drefs. 

The monarch accepted the challenge : and fbmc 
time after his return to Sweden, he introduced 
the theatrical drefs that is ftill continued to be 
worn at the court of Stockholm. He did not 
indeed enforce the alteration by a law. He con- 
tented himfelf with diredling a letter to the go- 
vernors of the provinces, in which he recom- 
mended them to employ no other methods but 
thofe of gentlenefs and perfuafion. He fpecioufly 
pretended, that the fantallic habit of his own 
invention was fimilar to that of the ancient Swedes. 

3 At 
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At the fame time he took care to propofe it only 
to the courtiers, the public functionaries, the 
military, and the burghers: the inferior clafs of 
the people were not even invited to put it on *. 
It was, however, partly adopted by them: 

The vifit that Guftavus made to Peterlburg, by 
no means augmented his efteem for the emprcfi, 
and confirmed her majefty in the defire of hum- 
bling this young and turbulent rival. However, 
as he had been received at Peterfburg with all the 
fplendour and magnificence peculiar to that court ; 
the prcfents on his taking leave were in the fiime 
grand liyle with the entertainment ; and the 
jewels of the eaftern world lofl: no part of their 
luftre in the frozen regions of the north. 

The autumn was attended with a mod dreadful 
calamity to the city and neighbourhood of reterf- 
burg. It is a fault in the fituation of that city, 
that it is liable to inundations; but that which 
now happened was by far more cxtcnfivc and de- 
ftrudlive than any thing of the fort which had ever 
been known beforc-J^. 

It had fcemcd for fome years pad as if voyages 
to Peterfburg were the fafhion. Shortly after the 

• This habit is at preient fcarcely worn except at courr. 
During the time the author was at Stockholm, he very rarely 
fzw it in private companies. 

+ The precautions for the prevention of fuch fatal efFc^ from 
iimilar accidents in future have been already men(ioned, p, 261, 
in fpcaking of the police regulations. 

A A 3 departure 
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departoiie of the king of Sweden, the waves of the 
gulf of Finland had the honour to waft to the 
mouth of the Neva the magnificent yacht of no 
leis a perfbnage than the duohcis of Kingiion, 
famed for her beauty, her wit, her luxury, and 
her licentious adventures. This lady thought her- 
felf not unworthy of living at the court of Catha- 
rine*; and (he was received by that monarch with 
marks of the mod gracious condefcenikm, who 
ailured her, at the iame time, that her veflel hav- 
ing fufFered in the late \-iolent tempeft on her 
coafls, the laws of hofpiiality required that it 
fhould be completely refitted by hei: people, and 
at the imperial expence. Accordingly, all its 
ftorcs and fumptuous furniture were brought on 
(hore, and lodged in the apartments of the admi- 
ralty, till the winter had fet in ; when, with the 
labour of fome hundreds of people, and by means 
of levers and engines conftrudled for the purpofe, 
the yacht was lifted on the ice, in which fituation 
it was reflorcd to its former condition. In the 
mean time, the duchcfs, inftcad of exhibiting that 
dignity of behaviour and elegance of manners 
which might have been expected from a perfon of 
fuch exalted rank, feemed at times, by ollentati- 
ous difplays of her wealth, to rival the entertain- 

♦ Thf duchcfs of Kingfton purchafcd an eftatc near Narva, 
the management of which fhc comraitteJ to Garnofsky, her fa- 
Tourite. This Garnofsky became afterwards ftcward to prince 
Potcmkin, and made a great fortune, 

> 

mcnts 



J 777.] EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 359 

» 

ments of the palace ; and at others, behaved with 
fuch fervility and meannefs, as to excite univerfal 
contempt: the cmprefs withdrew her attentions ; 
and, uneafy in the negle6l and obfcurity in which 
{he was funk, the diCippointed peerefs fet out for 
Italy, where (he was fure of not wanting Icfs 
haughty companions and idolatrous paratites. 

Since the election of khan Sahim-Gueray, the 
difturbances of the Krimea had been continually 
increafing. The Turks, incenfed at the flight of 
Doulet, abandoned his caufe, and fet up Selim- 
Gueray in his plac^. Thus* there were at that 
time two new khaps ; one fupportcd by the Turks, 
and the other by the Ruflians. Tha latter, whp 
had it in view to deliver the whole Krimea to the 
khan under their protedlion, in-order more eaflly 
to defpoil him of it, furniflied him with a guard 
compofed of their own foldiers i the Tar^tars were 
jealous of this guard, fell upon it by furprife, and 
flaughtered the greater part with their fabrcs. 

1778. Litdc was wanting before to bring the 
contending empires to . a complete rupture ; this 
then afforded ample caufe for an open declaration 
of war. The cmprefs immediately difpatched 
firefli troops into the Krimea. Prince Prozorofsky, 
who was placed at their head, attacked the Tar- 
tars who oppofed Sahim-Gueray, and gave them 
a total defeat. His competitor Sclim was forced 
to flee, and take refuge in the mountains. 

Puring this time Stafchief, minifter from Ruflia 

AA4 tQ 
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to Conilantinople, was foHciting the Porte to ac- 
knowledge Sahim-Gucray; but the Porte, adhering 
to its engagements, and particularly to its oriental 
pride, refblved to aflert the caufe of Selim. 

Marftial Romantzof then gave the divan to 
know, that the Krimea had put itfelf under the 
proteiflion of RufHa, and that the empress would 
rather re-kindle the flames of war, than abandon 
Sabim-Gueray. This haughty meffiige was but 
ill-fuited to gain the concurrence of the Turks f 
they feemed exafperated at it, and refolute to pat 
the difpute to the dccilion of the fword. But 
they were reftrained by a foreign influence. One 
ambaflador of France • bad induced them to enter 
into the preceding war : his-)- fucceflbr prevented 
thetn from engaging in a new one. When the 
ruflian minifler was taking his leave of Conilanti- 
noplc, the greater part of the ulemas J and the 
riglialis, of whom the divan was compofed, were 
averfe to the meafure. 

The minifters of the other powers were at the 
" fame time bufy in negotiating with the divan ; and 
.that council continued wavering between the 
divers impulfions it received. Perceiving the 
tardinefs and indeciflon of the Ottomans, the 
Ruflians renewed their aiSivity. By means of 
prefents and promifes they gained new partifans 
in the Krim, and concluded by maki^ig thcmfelves 

• M. <Je Vcrgtnnej. + M. de Saint-Priefl. 

J The Uwyers. 
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mailers of that country^ while they talked of po- 
thing but its indeperrdencc. However, by pre- 
paring for war, they endeavoured to prevent it. 
Marfhal Romantzof had an interview with the h- 
mous capudan paiha ; but found it impracticable 
to come to any terms of accommodation. They 
parted diilatisfied with each other. 

The emprefs relied on an afliftance which fhe 
alone feemed able to procure. She had obtained 
from the fovereign of Perfia, Kerim-khan, the pro- 
mife of attacking the Turks in Afia, while (he 
prefled upon them in Europe ; but the death of 
that prince, who was aflaffinated by one of his 
officers, faved the Ottomans from a double ag- 
greffion. 

Catharine was more fuccefsful in the meafures 
(he took for fecuring peace. The divifions which 
harailed Germany on account of the fucceflion of 
Bavaria, and the war which had juft broke out 
between England arid France, left no leifure to 
thofe powers to take any great concern irt the 
contefts between the Turks and the Ruffians. 
Even thofe who had induced the former to take 
up arms, advifed them to lay them down, defiroua 
that Ruffia fhould be at liberty to make common 
caufe with them. 

In the mean time the divan continued ftill un- 
determined. The people of Conftantinople called 
out for war; they even broke out in murmurs 

againft 
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agsinft the capudan paflia for returning to tbo Tea 
of Marmara without having fought the Ruffians. 

The ruffian minifter Stafchief was attacked on 
the road not far from Conftantinople by twogali- 
oogia or turkifh failors, with the intent to kiU 
htm. The capudan pafha caufcd them to be 
ieized and Arangled oa the fpot : but their horrid 
attempt was a fufficient indication of the difpoH- 
tions of the -multitude. 

The Turks could not eaiily prevail on them- 
lelves to pardon Ruffia for her fucceffes and her 
invaiions, as inceflantly recalling to their min4 
their multiplied defeats, and tlie humiliating peace 
they had been forced to fign. They could not 
behold with complacency the Ruffians almoft en- 
tirely mafters of the Euiine, difplaying their flag 
even under the walls of Conllantlnople, and ex- 
tending their flouriOiing commerce from fea to 
fea. The independence of the Krimea was a Tub- 
jedi'of grief: its fubjugation to the Ruffians ex-i 
ceeded iheir patience. 

Some other diffi:rences had arifen between the 
court of Feteriburg and the Ottoman Porte. By 
the laft treaty of peace, the Ruffians had obtained 
feveral privileges for the greek chriftians difperfed 
in great numbers throughout the extenfive count 
tries of Moldavia and Valakhia. From that period 
feveral inhabitants of the oppoHte fhorc of the 
Danube, who profeiled the greek religion, aban- 
doned 
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doned their country to go over into the provinces 
where toleration pfevailed. All thefe chriAians 
were far more attached to the power.to which they 
were indebted for the new advantages they en-p 
joyed, than to that by which they had fo long been 
oppreiled. Ruilia was aiming at more: fhe was 
fecretly pfa6liflng means for rendering them en- 
tirely independent on the Porte : and for carrying 
that point (he began by infixing that the princes 
or governors * of Moldavia and Valakhia (hould 
not be liable to be depofed on any pretence whatr- 
cver. 

This afFranchifement appeared no lefs unjuft in 
the eyes of the Turks, than the celfion of the 
Krimea. However, the firft meafures taken by 
the ambaflador of France had not been without 
effect. Thofc which followed were attended by 
ftill greater fuccefs. He prevailed on the divan 
to releafe feveral ruflian veflels, which, for more 
than a year, had been detained in the turkifh har- 
bours; and not long afterwards a new treaty^ was 
figned -jf by his mediation. 

1 779. In purfuance of this treaty, the Ruffians 
defifted from fome of their exaggerated claims in 
regard to the provinces of Moldavia and Valakhia, 
as well as of the Krimea, which they promifed to 
evacuate. The Porte granted thofe of its fubjedts 
who profeiled the greek religion the privileges to 

* They bear the title of defpots. 
+ The 2 id of March 1779. 

which ^ 
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which they laid claim. It acknowledged the in- 
dependence of the Krimea, and the fovereigntj of 
khan Sahim-Gueray, and ftill farther enlarged the 
privilege that had already been granted the Ruf- 
fians to navigate the ottoman feas. 

The zeal fhewn by the french ambailador to ac- 
celerate the fignatureof this treaty was founded on 
the wiihes of his court to deprive Great Britain of 
the fupport it derived from Ruilia. The attempt 
#as crowned with fuccefs. The clofe alliance that 
had fo long fubfifted between London and Peterf- 
burg, if not broken off, was at lead greatly weak- 
ened ; and the French were fecure from feeingr in 
arms againft them a power which ilood indebted 
to them for its peace. 

Catharine was fo iatisfied with this peace that 
fhe font magnificent prcfents both to her minifter 
at Conriantinople and to the ambaflador of France * ; 

the 

♦ The ruffian minifter Stafchief received a property in land, 
on which were a thoufand peafants. M. dc Saint- Prieft was de- 
corated with the order of St. Andrew, with the ftar of it com* 
pofcd of diamonds. The emprefs alfo fent him her portrait {tt 
with brilliants, as well as feme remarkably fine furs, and afuperb 
folitaire for madame de Saint- Prieft : the whole together valued 
at fifty thoufand rubles. M. de Saint- Pried received, befidcs, 
three bills of exchange of at Icaft five thoufand rubles each, and 
has fincehad a j>enfion fettled on him of fiX thoufand rubles* Be* 
inc^at Stockholm at the commencement of 1792, he putanadver- 
tif^'inent in the gazette, fignifying, that he had diamonds to dif- 
pofe of to the amount of fourteen thoufand rix-dollars. Upon this 
there appeared bills (luck up in various parts of the city,announc- 

ing:— 
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the former of \i^hofm alfo prcfcntcd to the gi-and 
iignor and the favourite fultana jewels to the 
amount of three hundred thouland rubles in value. 
The grand vizir and the principal members of the 
divan were likewife favoured with teftinionics of 
ber munificence and that of Potemkin*. 

Great reafon the empreis undoubtedly bad to 
congratulate herfelf on a treaty whicla left her at 
liberty to indulge, without fighting, her ever-in- 
crcafing views of invafion, and to profecute her 
fchemes of extending the commerce of her vaft do- 
minions ! The inequality of climate, the defeA 
of population, and the unprodufilivenefs of a part 
of the foil, arc no impediments to the immenfe 
peibunces aflBbrded by thefe countries to commerce. 
Situated in Europe and in Afia, the Riifiians may 
cafily traffic with all the world. The Caipian ferves 
them as a communication with Perfia and India; 
the fea of Azof and the EuKine open to them a 
channel for the conveyance of the produdlions of 
the north into the Mediterranean, and for bringing 
to the 'north thofe of the Levant; Kamtfhatka on 
one fide offers them a way to America, and on the 



ing : — " Political forfeits to be fold, to the value of fourteen 
*• thoufand rix-dollars. To inquire of the count de Saint-Prieft." 
—He is now primc-miniftcr to Louis XVIII. at Mittau. 

• Potemkin, who had lately been created prince of the holy 
roman empire, wrote a letter of thanks to M. de Saint- Prieft, and 
another to the grand ntir, to whom he alfo fent a watch fet with 
diamonds. 

other 
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Other to China and Japan : in a word, the White- 
fea and the Baltic afford them a correfpondence 
with moft of the nations of Europe, to which their 
commerce is become indifpeniable. 

Free to navigate fo many feas, and dominatrix 
of fome, Catharine could not endure that any other 
power fhould pretend to a right of maftery in them ; 
and one of the caufes that contributed to detach 
her from the Englifli was, the jealouiy they raifed 
in her breaft, by attempting to force from every 
power an acknowledgment of the fuperiority of 
their flag. 

Ncverthelefs the commerce with the Englifh 
was too advantageous to the emprefs to admit of 
her confenting to lofe it. While fhe refufed them 
affiflance, fhe was opprefling them with civilities. 
While fhe calmly looked on as they were lofing a 
part of their colonies, fhe invited them to come 
and fetch from, her ports the produces they could 
no longer obtain from the continent of America ; 
and was delighted to fee their veflels arrive at 
Archangel iti greater numbers from year to year. 

She welcomed, at the fame time, the american 
fhips; and in oppofition to the follicitations of 
the britifh minifler, fhe granted them the free na- 
vigation of the Baltic. 

A few years before *, fhe had concluded with 
the court of Vcrfailles a treaty, in virtue whei^f a 

* In 1 7669 the marquis de BeaufTet was at that time minifter 
from France to St. Fetcrfburg. 

. 6 french 
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french fa<5lory was to be eftablifhed at Archangel j 
but the French, whofe commercial views were dU 
redled almoll entirely towards the Antilles, derived 
no advantage from that permiflion. In time they 
perhaps may learn, that the commerce of the north, 
lefs deftrudlive than that of the burning climes^ 
makes them lucrative offers, if not fo brilliant, at 
lead on terms more equal and more fure. 

We have pafled over a great number of ban- 
quets and grand entertainments given by the em^ 
prefs in the courfe of the prefent and the foregoing 
years ; as well as fome other events of inferior mo- 
ment to thofe that have been defcribed. We are 
fiill in time to mention a few of them. 

The anniverfary of the acceflion of the emprefs 
to the throne,and the birth-day of the grand duke*, 
were celebrated with extraordinary magnificence ; 
and fignalifed by a numerous promotion of gene- 
ral officers. 

Catharine alfo celebrated, with pomp, the feve- 
ral feftivals of her orders of chivalry ; and confented 
to diicharge the functions of fovereign of the order 
of the Bath, by conferring the ba3gcs of that order 
on fir James Harris ■f', to whom they had been 
fent by the britifh monarch. 

After having flruck him on the fhoulder with a 
fword richly fet with diamonds, and having faid, 
conformably with the flatutes of the order : '* Au 

♦ The 9th of July. + Now lord Malrocfbuiy. 

** nom 
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^ nom de Dieu, foyez bon ct loyal ehevaEer," — 
fhe prefented him with the fword, addrefling him 
in thefe words : — ^* Pour vous temoigner combien 
'^ je fuis contcnte de vous, je vous fais pr^ient de 
" Tepee avec laquelle je vous ai imprim6 le carac- 
" t^re de chevalier V 

Some few days before -f*, the emprefe had given 
a grand entertainment in honour of the fea^fight 
at Tfchefme, and the burning of the turkifh fleet. 
On this occafion a fuperb mafquerade and fupper 
were given in the fummer-gardens :{: ; at which 

the 

n 

• " In the name of God , be a good and loyal knight.**— *• To 
*« tcftify how well I am fatisBed with you» I make you a prcfeot 
** of the fword with which I have damped you with the order of 
*' knighthood." Precifely the fame ceremony was obferved at 
the knighting of (ir Charles Whitworth in 1795. 

+ On the feaft of St. John. 

J This fingular denomination iccms not, as fome have fuppo. 
fed, to have been adopted from the cool and (hady walks, or in 
contradiftinflion to the winter-garden at the palace; but probably 
it was formerly called the garden of the fummcr-palace, whence 
by corruption it has got its prefcnt name. It properly belonged 
to the imperial fummer- palace, which was a large wooden pile of 
building, and has been entirely taken down by the emperor Paul» 
having long been unworthy of its appellation, but was at times 
frequented by Catharine for a few days, on removing earlier than 
ufual from her fummer- retreat at Tzarlko-felo. The gardens 
which are now entirely devoted to the ufe of the public, arc not 
indeed very fpacious ; but notwithftanding the uniformity of the 
dutch tafle in which they are laid out, they contain fome intc- 
refting parts. The beautiful walks, (haded by old venerable lime 
and linden trees, afford an agreeable refuge from the opprcffive 

heats 
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the company remained till very late in the enfuing 

morning. 

During 



heats of the long fumroer days, and fuch a glorious view of the 
Neva as perhaps is not to be matched in the mod fplendid towns 
of Europe. The eye of the connoifTeor is likemfe not without 
its gratification. Some of the principal walks have (latues of mar« 
ble and alabafter at proper intervals along the fides, brought from 
Italy in fome of the former reigns. But the fined pieces of art 
are contained in a grotto » which now only fpeaks its antient mag- 
nificence by its ruins. Facing this grotto are two (latues by 
Conradiniy Religion and Faith, to which the judges of the arc 
aflign an honourable place among the curiofities of therefidence. 
They are female figures in wet drapery, with their faces veiled ; 
and the noble ideal form juft appearing through the marble vef. 
tuie, fills the beholder with the more charming amazement as hit 
imagination completes the forms, which in the reprefentation are 
only as it were fuggcftcd, by a flandard not attainable in reality. 
Tliefe excellent pieces and other choice produQions of the Italian 
chifel feem here, with the gfotto, to be configned to oblivion and 
the admiration of fpe^tors of tafte. Not fo another datue, 
which obtrudes itfelf upon the view in the principal walk : Lux. 
ury, reprefented by a female without any drapery, (landing in a 
bold attitude, and which, playing the wanton, with alluring 
fmiles, may be farther defcribed, as the porcupine has been by 
the poet : 

Sefc jaculus, fcfe arcus, fefeque pharctra. 

Thefe gardens are always much frequented during the fummer, 
by all whofe bnfincfs or inclination keeps them in town. But 
their moft brilliant days aie at Whitfuntidc, when all people of 
falhion and the public in general make it a fort of duty to afTcm- 
blc in them. At this fcafon perfons of quality of both fcxes even 
forfake their country feats, to figure ia the grand allec of the 
▼OL. IX. B a fummer- 
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During the reign of Catharine, the riches and 
fplendor of the ruffian court furpaflcd the powers 
of dcfcription: it united the profufion of afiatic 
pomp with the ingenious invention of european 
luxury. On court-days, and more particularly on 
fcftivals, a very great multitude of perfonages fur- 
rounded the emprefs, fomc going before, and fbme 
following her; whofe rich and fparkling clothes 
were covered with a prodigality of precious ftones. 
This produced an efFe6l, of which the brilliancy of 
other courts can only give a faint idea,. 

The court-drefs for the men, was a coat a fa 
Fran^aife ; and for the ladies, a gown and whale- 
bone boddice ; the former with long fleeves, and 
a fhort train, of a different colour from the bod- 
dice. The ladies, in general, drefled according to 
the prevailing modes at Paris. Among the dif- 
plays of luxury exhibited by the ruffian nobility, 
nothing is more Uriking to foreigners, than that 
vaft quantity of diamonds and precious Itoncs of 
which we have juft fpoken ; and the rather as in 
the other countries of Europe diamonds and jewels 
are peculiarly appropriated to the flately appear- 
ance of ladies. Here men and women fcemed to 



fummer-gardcrs, where all are drelled as at the opera and ch»- 
prau bas. Thofe who do not choofe to appear in the hci^^ht of 
the fafnicn, confine thernltrlvcs to the rkic-walks. The granite co- 
lurans and iron work crofted by Catharine the fccond at the en- 
trance to thcf: gardens, are a raonunocnt of her taftc, and at pre- 
fent has not its equal in the world. 

have 
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Jhave challenged one another who fliould be mod 
loaded with diamonds. This expreffion is not ex- 
aggerated ; for numbers of the principal people of 
fa(hion were almoft covered with t^em : their butr 
tons, their buckles, the fcabbards of their fwords, 
their epaulets, conlifted of diamonds ; and many 
perlbns even wore a triple row of precious* ftones 
round the border of their hat. This paffion for 
jewels had even defcended to the rank of private 
individuals, who arc fond of aping the great ; and 
yet, after all, are but common people : in this clafs 
of pcrfons were families who poflcfled as many 
diamofids as the nobles. The wife of a ruffian 
burgher would bring her unhappy hufband to ruin, 
only that (he might make her appearance with a 
head-drefs or girdle of pearls or precious ftones, 
to the value of fome thoufand rubles. 

On the grand ceremonial days, it was the cu(V 
torn of the cmprefs to dine in public. On thefe 
occafions (lie ufually wore a diamond-crown of 
immcnfe value; the ribbons of St. Andrew and of 
St. George both over one (houlder, with the col- 
lars of St. Alexander Ncfsky, St. Catharine, and 
St. Vladimir, and two ftars, one above the other, 
on her breaft; as grand-mafter of the two firft- 
rncntioned orders ; with all which, it may well be 
hnagined, the emprefs made a fliining appearance. 
The courtiers followed the example of the fove- 
reign ; and it may be fafely affirmed, that no court 

B B 2 in 
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in Europe, that ofSpain not excepted, wasecjually 
brilliant. 

From the mention of thele decorations it is feen^ 
that in Ruflia there are five orders of chivalry : St. 
Andrew, St. Catharine, St. Alexander Nefsky, St. 
George, and St. Vladimir. To thcfe mufl: be added, 
the order of St. Anne of Holftein ; which, however, 
the emprefs neyer conferred, leaving that preroga- 
tive to the grand duke as duke of Holftein. The 
three firft were inftituted by Peter the great : the 
order of St. Andrew, in 1698, in order to animate 
the nobility, in his war againfl the Turks; choofing 
that faint as patron of the order, from the ruflian 
tradition, that St. Andrew introduced chriftianitj 
among them. The knights of this order, among 
whom were the kings of Sweden and Poland, wear 
the figure of the faint on an enamelled crofs, formed 
by the imperial eagle : at the corners of the crola 
are the four letters, S. A. P. R. Sanflus Andreas 
Patronus Ruffise; and in the middle an A. the 
initial of the emprefs Anne, who framed the ftatutes 
and afligned the habit of the order. The feaft is 
held on the 30th of November. In 1790 it had, 
fixty-thrce knights. 

The order of St. Catharine was inftituted in 
1714, in memory of the affiftance received by 
Peter I. from his confort, in the camp on thePruth. 
Thofe writers who pretend that this order is worn 
by both fexes, are miftakcn : it is bcftowcd only on 
ladies ; 
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ladies; and among them are feveral of difiinguifhed 
llation in Germany. They wear a narrow red rib- 
bon, edged with (ilver, to which the figure of the 
faint is fufpended, fet with diamonds, and a filvcr 
liar of eight points, on the left breaft, with the in- 
fcription, Amore et fidelitdte. In 1790 their num- 
ber was twenty-five. 

The order of St. Alexander Nefsky was inftitu- 
ted by Catharine I. in 1 725. The badge is a golden 
eight-pointed fl:ar, enamelled with red, with the 
figure of St. Alexander in armour on horfeback. At 
the four corners of the crofs are as many gold 
ipread -eagles, crowned. A broad, deep red, water- 
ed ribbon, is worn over the left (houldcr: the motto 
is in ruflian chara<fters, which fignify. For labour 
and pairioitfm. The feaft is held on the 30th of 
Auguft. The monarch as grand-mafter, and the 
knights, attend mafs at the Kazan church, at ele- 
ven o'clock, whence they go a pilgrimage on foot, 
to the monaftcry of the faintj fituatc at the diftance 
of three verfis ; where, at the filver fhrine of St. 
Alexander, they attend mafs again, and then re- 
turn to the winter-palace, where they partake of a 
fumptuous dinner, under a difcharge of cannon. 
The whole foot-way, from the Kazan church to the 
Nefeky monaftcry, is laid with boards, covered 
with red cloth. However, for feveral years, lat- 
terly, the emprefs has gone the evening before the 
feftival to the monaftcry, and made her devotions, 
as the knights do on the day of the order. In the 

B B 3 year 



374 LIFE OP THE [^779- 

year 1790 they amounted to an hundred and 
twenty- two. 

Catharine II. founded the two orders of St. 
George and St. Vladimir. The former, in 17 69, 
is a milittry order, and divided into four dalles. 
Its badges are a black ribbon, with a George and 
dragon. Its holiday is the 26th of November. In 
J 790, this order was worn, of the firft clafs by eight, 
of. the fecond by eleven, of the third by fcH-ty-fix, 
and of the fourth by four hundred and ninety-fix 
knights. A fpecific number of each clafe enjoy 
penfions, of from one hundred to fevcn hundred 
rubles. 

The order of St. Vladimir ; or, as it is in the 
patents, of the prince equal to an apofllc Vladimir^ 
was inflituted.by her late majefly the 22d of Sep- 
tember 1782, her twentieth coronation day. Its 
chapter is held in the church of St. Sophia. The 
ftar is of eight points, interchangeably of gold and 
filvcr, having a red area, bearing a crofs, with the 
ruflTian letters, C. P. K. B. Svatago Ra^vnoafofteU 
nago Knaija HaJhnira^ i. e. the holy apottlc-like 
prince Vladimir. Round the badge are the words : 
Fol/i/y Tjchjl i Siuva^ Utility, Honour, and Fame : 
with a ribbon of two black and one red ftripes. 
The number of knights in 1790 was fcvcn hun- 
dred and fixteen. 

The hollicin order of St. Anne, founded by 
Charles Frederic duke of HolUein, in J 735, in 
honour of his confort the ruffian princefs Anna, 

ha» 
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has for its badge a red enamelled crofs, having on 
one fide the figure of St. Anne, oii the other the 
letters^ A. I. P. F. Amannbus Jujiiiiam^ Pietatew, 
Ftdenif fafpendcd to a broad red ribbon, edged with 
yellow, worn over the right (boulder, with an em- 
broidered (lar on thebreaft. In 1790 it was worn 
by two hundred and fourteen knights. 

The number of knights therefore, of all the fix 
rufiiian orders, at the beginning of 179O, was one 
^tboufand four hundred and eighty-feven. 

Befides thcfe, there were ladies of the portrait, 
who wore the miniature of the emprcfs, fet with 
diamonds. 

During the winter, the emprefe gave mafqucrades 
at the palace, to which perfons of all ranks might 
come. Sometimes the number of tickets given out 
was eight thoufand. On hearing this, it might be 
fuppofed that the preflTure of the crowd would be 
uncx)mmonIy troubleforae ; but that was not the 
cafe ; twenty magnificent halls^ fplendidly illumi- 
nated, afforded fuificient room to all this multitude. 
In the middle of one of thcfe fpacious apartments 
was an inclofure, made by a low baluftrade, more 
adorned than all the reft : this was appropriated 
to the nobility and the motley-coloured group of 
courtiers. One elegant room, called the Apollo, 
able to contain a confiderably greater number of 
people than the great room at Ranelagh, and of an 
oval form, was appropriated to thcfe burghers who 
bad not been prcfented at court: in another, where 

B B 4 tea 
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tea and other refrertiments were ferved, were card 
tables, at which all pcribns might lit down without 
ceremony. Every one was at liberty to keep on 
his maik or to lay it alide. The nobility univer- 
^lly wore dominos.. 

The Ruflians of the inferior claflcs at thefe balls 
wore the ufual dreffes of their refpciSivc provinces ; 
only Ibmewhat more decorated than common. 
Thefe various habits, fome of which were extremely 
Angular, produced a "greater diverfity of figures, 
than ever the richcft imagination invented in the 
mafqucrades of other countries. Yet here were 
never fccn fuch groups of mafqueraders as are met 
with in Italy, Spain, and Conitantinople ; where 
one company, for example, reprefents a village- 
wedding, or a paflage from the national hiftory, or 
a drnmatical piece of fatire aimed at fome particu- 
lar perfon of the court. Her majefiy appeared 
commonly at thefe balls, as on the other occafions 
already mentioned, at about feven in the evening, 
and retired at about eleven. 

But to proceed with our hifton,'. Catharine, who 
now thought herfelfat the eve of a new war with 
the Turks, was dcfirous of animating by her pre- 
lence the zeal of her mariners. Accordingly, em- 
barking in a yacht at Peterhof, ihe went on board 
the fquadron then cruifing between Cronftadt and 
Krafna-gorca. 

Admiral Earfcb, who commanded this fquadron, 
*as 
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ns well as his officers, received feveral marks of the 
monarch's approbation. 

A great part of the city of Tver being confumed 
by fire, the emprefs immediately granted to the in- 
habitants whofc houfes were burnt, a relief of one 
hundred thoufand rubles. 

Peterfburg, at this time, experienced a difailer 

" which the bounty of the fovercign could not repair. 

One of the farmers of the brandy-duties *, who 

♦ A german author gives the following information concern- 
ing the immenfe confumption of fpirituous liquors in the north. 
The diftillery forms a confiderable part of the internal commerce 
and of the revenues of Ruflia.— Thefe (pirituoas liquors arc di£- 
ringuifhed into three forts ; thatdiftilled from com« thatof Dant. 
zic, and thofc of France and Spain. The common people of 
Ruffia ufe only the fird fort. All the nobles have the right to 
diftil it : 4}nt they may not fell it. The emprefs rcferved that 
privilege to herfelf. The confumption of this brandy amount! 
to twelve millions of vedrocs /^r annum. The government ought • 
to gain« upon the fale of this quantity, twenty-four millions of 
rubles: whereas it really gains only five; that is to fay, thcee 
arifing from the governments of Peterfhurg and Mofco, and two 
from Siberia and the other provinces ; the furplus of the profit be- 
ing detained by the fraudulent contradors. — Foreigners* and the 
Dobility, confume* only the brandy of Dantzic, and thofe of 
France and Spain, which are preferred. The purohafe-money of 
thecontraifl of this latter, which expired in 1774, amounted to 
one hundred and fixtecn thoufand rubles. The profit on it to 
the farmers was feven hundred and fixty thoufand rubles. Their 
privilege allowed them to import it only in ankers : but, inllead ^ 
of brandy, they procured fpirits of wine, which they mixed with 
water. They moreover engaged merchants to import brandy ; 
and the importation dues which they received have often arifcn to 
two hondred thoufand rubles. 

had 
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had made an itnmcnfc fortune by his contract, 
propofed to give a feaft to the inhabitants of the 
city, in teftimony of his gratitude to thoie who 
had contributed to enrich him. The vidluals, (he 
beer, the brandy, which he cauied to be fervcd, 
coft him twenty thoufand rubles. The populace 
flocked in crowds to the place adjoining to the 
fummcr-gardens, where he gave this enormous 
repait ; and, in fpite of the precautions that had 
been taken, difturbances foon arofe among this 
modey throng of guefts. The contentions firft 
began about the places and the better kinds of 
proviiion fpread upon the board ; from druggies 
and noife they proceeded to blows. Several per- 
fons were killed ; others became fo intoxicated, 
that they fell aflecp in the ilreets, and perifhcd 
by the feverity of the froft. The number of peo- 
ple who loft their lives amounted in all to at leaft 
five hundred. 

Catharine, amidft the military and political cares 
that crowded on her mind, always found time for 
peaceful inftitutions and pleafures. That the em- 
prefs was even an authorefs is well known. She 
fometimcs took up the pen ; but it was always to 
inftrudl and to improve. Her " Inftru<5tion for 
*^ the code of laws," on which fuch general praife 
has fo jufily been beftowed, the generality of her 
ordinances, manifeftos, &c. were all, during the 
whole of her long reign, compofed and drawn up 
by licrfclf. Amidft the perplexities of a thoufand 
6 different 
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different affairs, fhe threw her thoughts upon pa- 
per with great facility ; for her mind was ever 
cheerftd and even : witnefs her printed letters in 
feveral languages. She promoted one great aim 
of moral improvement by her comedies, in which 
fanaticifm, fuperftition, and enthufiafm, were pro- 
perly attacked, both with gravity and ridicule. 
Happy the country where reafbn has the voice of 
the monarch on her fide ! One word from fuch 
lips is of more confequence than the mofl folid 
demonflrations, which folly, after all, cannot com- 
prehend, and to which vanity will never hearken. 

But there were other amufements to which 
Catharine remained ever attached. Though (he 
frequently changed her lover, her difpoiition to 
love was always uniform. The Servian Zoritch 
had fixed it for a twelvemonth, in which time he 
had received coniiderable prefents, and the rank 
of major-general. Potemkin was neither jealous 
of the fortune nor the favours enjoyed by Zoritch. 
On the contrary, he gave him his fupport, fearing 
left his place might be filled by fome more dan* 
gerous man. Catharine herfelf feemed daily more 
fatisfied with her favourite. But all at once fhe 
gave him orders to quit the court. 

2x)ritch immediately ran and complained to 
Potemkin ; who had the aflurance to alk the em- 
prefs for what reafon fhe had difcarded her humble 
friend ? — " I was fond of him yefterday, and to* 
*' day I am not," replied theemprefs. " Perhaps,, 

'^ if 
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CHAP. XII. 

Miliiary f reparations on the part of Ruffia. — War 
between Prtijpa and Auftria. — Congrefs and peace 
of Tefchin. — Armed neutrality, — Journey of the 
emprefs to Mohilef — Journey of Jofeph II. to St. 
Peterjburg, — Journey of th^ hereditary prince of 
PruJJia to St. Peterjburg. — Difmijfton of Korzakof. 
'^^Lanjkoi becomes favourite. — Travels of the 
grand duke in France and Italy. — 1779> 1780— 
1784. 

XT was not enough to have renewed the peace 
with the Ottomans. The emprefs was irritated 
againft Auftria, whofc minifter at Conftantinoplc 
had made fome futile efforts for engaging the 
Porte to declare war againft Ruffia. The moment 
of vengeance feemed now to be drawing nigh. 

The death * of Maximilian Jofeph, cledlor of 
Bavaria, had furnifhed the court of Vienna with 
an opportunity for reviving its old pretenfions to 
that eledloratc. The ele6lor palatine, Charles 



•• fafhionable French authors, in confpicuous pans of the librar}*. 
*« to be at hand in cafe fome inquifitive vifitor Ihould alk for 
** them ; and as for the reft, their elegant outfidcs, as is common 
** in the world « muft be a paffport for any deficiency within." 

* The 30th of DecciBbcr 1777. 

Theodore, 



1779*} EMPRESS CATHARINE II. 383 

Theodore, who fucceeded Maximilian Jofeph, and 
who wiihed to avoid a war^ acknowledged the 
rights, though more than doubtful *, of the houfe 
of Auftria, confented ^ to allow Jofeph II. and 
Maria Thercla to take poflcffion of Bavaria, the 
one as emperor of Germany, and the other as 
queen of Hungary. 

The duke of Deux Potits, who was tlie next of 
kin to the eleftor Charles Theodore, immediately 
entered his proteft againft a treaty injurious to the 
rights of his houfe. The elector of Saxony pre- 
tended likewife an intercft ;}: in the fucceflion of 
Maximilian Jofeph ; and laftly, the duke of Meck- 
lenburg laid claim to an expe<5tative granted to his 
family upwards of three centuries fince §, and al- 
ways evaded. 

Thefc three princes united in folliciting the king 
of Pruffia to take up the defence of their rights, 
or rather he himfelf fecrttly induced them to put 
the caufe into his hands. Irritated at the aggrandife- 

^ Thejr pretended that Bavaria devolved to them as a bpfed 
M, and as the fucceflioR of Albert of Aullria* Bat in porTuance 
of an imperial fentence of the year i429> Albert had folemnly 
renounced his claims ; and what is hr more in point U, that the 
prefent houfe of Auftria is not defcended from that Albert. 

^ By a convention figned at Vienna the 3d of January 177s* 

X The eleAor of Saxony wat fon of the fifter of the ele^or of 
Bavaria, Maximilian Jofeph. He demanded forty.feven millions 
of florins for his claim to the allodial fucceffion of the emperor 
liewis. 

X In the year 150a* 

ment 
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mcnt of the houfc of Auftria, and ingenious in 
fcizing all occalions of cnfuring the elevation of 
his own, he rcfolved to fliew himfelf in the eyes of 
Europe as the aflcrtor of the liberty and the con- 
ftitution of the gcrmanic body. That monarchy 
who had formerly laughed at his being put under 
the ban of the empire, as elector of Brandenburg, 
now pretended that it was unjuft to difpofe of 
Bavaria without taking the advice of all the eledlors, 
and declared himfelf relblved to ^laintain the gcr- 
manic conftitution. 

At firft a long paper war was carried on between 
Frederic and Jofcph II. which terminated in more 
ferious battles. Four hundred thoufand men now 
drew their fwords ; and blood began to flow in 
the fummcr of the year 177^*. 

Catharine directly caufed a refcript to be deli- 
vered to Maria Therefa and Jofcph II. demanding 
the relinquiftiment of the invafion of Bavaria, and 
requiring an immediate pacification. Moreover 
declaring, " That fhc was concerned in the tran- 
" quillity of German}^, both as a fovereign of a 
" country which had a natural relation with that 
part of Europe, and as having amicable connec- 
tions with the majority of its princes, efpecially 
*^ with that prince who had felt himfelf obliged 
to take up arms for putting a (lop to the pro- 
ceedings of the court of Vienna. 









* On the 14th of July, general Wurmfcr attacked the advanced 
pods of the Pruffians at Nafchodt, 
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** That, not to infift on the political law of 
*^ Germany, ihe would adopt no other rule than 
*^ that of natural equity, and the principles on 
which all fociety is founded. That in purfuance 
of thefe principles, (he found that the whole 
empire was unjuftly agitated, becaufe the houfe 
of Auftria had thought fit to revive claims for 
feveral ages extindt, and omitted in the treaty 
of Wcftphalia, which treaty is the balls and 
" bulwark of the germanic confiitution. That 
" the infractions of the court of Vienna expofed 
** the whole empire to imminent danger. That 
*^ the fall of that empire would neceflarily occafion 
*^ a violent commotion in all the neighbouring 
ftates of Germany, a derangement of the order 
and equilibrium of all Europe, and in the fequel 
perhaps even a great danger to Ruilia. That 
it behoved every wife and prudent fovereign to 
*^ forefee and to obviate thefe calamities, and that 
the court of Ruflia could adopt no other prin- 
ciples than thofe which the court of Vienna had 
adopted on fimilar occalions. 
That, in confequence thereof, the court of 
*^ Ruflia invited the emprefs-queen and the em- 
peror to come to an amicable fettlement, agree- 
ably to the laws and the conftitution of the 
empire, with the king of Pruflia and the other 
princes concerned in the fucccflion of Bavaria; 
becaufe otherwife the emprefs of Ruflia would 
be obliged to pay a ferious regard to what Ihe 
VOL. ir. c c *' owed 
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*' o\V6d to her empire, to the interefts of the princes 
*' who had rcqueftcd her friendfliip and adiftance^ 
** specially to her obligations towards her allies^ 
^' and, in a word, that the ruffian troops would 
^^ join the prufHan army/* 

Catharine might cafily have put this threat in 
executiort. She had then in Poland three armies^ 
one of which, confiding of forty th^ufand men, 
and commanded by prince Nicholas Repnin, had 
already received orders to hold itfelfin readinefs 
for marching. 

The court of Vienna forefaw the defigns of 
Catharine. Previous to the reception of her de- 
claration, it had expedited a courier to invite her 
to a6l, in concert with the court of France, as 
mediatrix of the differences that had arifen between 
Auftria t^nd Pruflia. 

A congrefs immediately met at Tcfchen. The 
general who had been dcftined to hurl the bolts 
of vengeance by Catharine and Frederic, prince 
Rcpniii, appeared there in quality of a minifter of 
peace. Breteuil was prefentcd in the name of 
France*. The liourc of Auflria obtained that part 
of Bavaria, which isfituated between the Danube^ 
the Inn, and the Saltz ; and peace- was refiorcd 
K) Germany'!*. * 

♦ Counts Zinzcndorf and Cobcntzel attended there for tBe 
emperor and the emprofs-queen. Baron Hertzbcrg was fcnt 
thither by tht king of I'ruflia, 

■^ ihc 13 th of May. 

By 
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By this treaty, the late convention between the 
court of Vienna and the eledlor, palatine was to- 
tally annulled ; and the forpier reftored all the 
pl.afjes and diftridls which had been feized in 
Bav^ria^ /excepting only the territory appertaining 
to the regency of Burgfiaufen, which was ceded 
to the houfe of Auftria i^ an equivalent or indem- 
oificatipn for her claims and pretenlions. That 
coi^rt Ul^ewife gave up to the eIe6lor palatine all 
the fiefs which Jiad been poflefled by the late 
elodtor of Bavarii^ ; and agreed alfo to pay to the 
court of Saxony, as an indemnification for the 
allodial leilates and other claims on that fide, the funi 
erf* fix millions of florins (amounting to fomething 
pear fix hundred thoufand pounds fterling), to ht 
paid iu the courfe of twelve years, without interefl:, 
by ftipulated Jialf-yearly payments. Some ceflSons 
were likewife made by the eledlor, in favour ofi 
ihe houfe of Saxony ; and fome equivalent fatis- 
fad^ion promifed by the emperor to the duke of 
Deux Pon^s, on his fucceflion to the double 
electorate. All former treaties between the court 

• 

of Vienna and the king of Prufl[ia were renewed 
and confirmed; and the right of the king to 
fucceed to the margraviate in the remote younger 
branches of his own family, upon the failure of 
iflfiie in thp immediate pofieflx)rs, (a right which 
had been only called in queftion through the vexa- 
tion of the late conteft,) was now fully acknow- 
ledged and eftabliflied. The ducal houfe of Meck- 

c c 2 leaburg 
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Icnburg was put off without any other advantage 
in lieu of its claims, than the promife of ibme new 
privilege with refpedl to appeals. 

Upon the whole, few treaties of peace have 
been condu6led upon more equitable principles, 
than thofe which feem to have prevailed in the 
prefent. The territory acquired by the houfe of 
Auftria was not inconliderable ; being about feventy 
englifh miles in length, and ibmething from about 
half to a third of that extent in breadth. This 
acquifition lies between the Danube, the river Inn, 
the Saltz, and the borders of Auftria ; including 
the towns of Scharding, Ried, Altbeim, Braunau,. 
Burghaufen, Fryburg, and fome others ; forming, 
all together, a ftrong barrier, and a fixed un- 
equivocal boundar}', the limits of which are dc- 
cilivcly marked out by thofe great rivers, between 
that archduchy and the prefent dominions of 
Bavaria. This acccffion of territory, the court of 
Vienna feemed, however, to have purchafed at 
fomething about a fair price ; partly to be paid in 
money, and partly by a renunciation of old, vexa- 
tious, and otherwife incxtinguilhable claims, which 
however, in general, unprodu6livc, would for ever 
have kept open a Iburce of litigation, trouble, 
mifchief, and war. To which may be added, that 
the efiablidimcnt of a fixed and permanent barrier 
and boundary between the two llatCwS fecms to be 
a mealure fraught with greater advantage to the 
cleclor of Bavaria, as the weaker prince, than io 

the 
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the archduke of Auftria, who is fo abundantly his 
fiiperior in ftrength. It may likewife be farther 
obferved, that feveral parts of the ceded territory 
were^ what may be called^ dcbateable land ; the 
titles being difputed^ oppofite claims laid^ and they 
having been heretofore, at different times, objedls 
of great conteft. 

Such was the early and happy termination of 
the German war. A war of the greatcft expedla- 
tion ; not more from the great power, than from 
the fuperior abilities of the principal parties. 

1780. But while the north of Europe was re- 
fuming its wonted tranquillity, the fouth was ftill 
experiencing the efFe6ls of the violent commotion 
which bad proceeded three years before from tho 
northern regions of America. England, France, 
Spain, and Holland, were continually fending 
forth their armaments, and tinged with blood the 
ieas of the two hemifpheres, in order to decide 
whether or not the inhabitants of Boflon and 
Philadelphia Ihould be free. 

War, and efpecially a maritime war in Europe, 
always quickens the fprings of the commerce of 
the north. It is from the north that the major 
part of the commodities neceflary to the conftruc-^ 
tion and the fitting out of naval armaments, as well 
^ fupplies of com, the confumption whereof, on fuch 
occafions, becomes more confiderablc, are obtained. 
The Dutch, long fince in poflcffion of the commerce 
of the Baltic, to avoid letting the veflels they em- 

c c J . ployed 
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ployed in it fall into the hands of the englifli, 
navigated thetn under the neutral flag of the 
.Danes*. But that flag was but little ref])e6led 
by the privateers ; and the ftiips that hoifled it 
were frequently carried to London or Plymouth. 
Thofe of Hamburgh, Bremen, and Liibeck^ met 
with the fame fate. The merchants of thofe towns^ 
therefore, implored the protedlion of Catharine ; 
and, in order the better to prevail with that mo«» 
narch, they had the art, by diftributing money 
among her minifl^rs, to draw upon them her 
favourable regards. 

To this flie had been already difpofed by ber 
own true intereft. She neven loft fight of the 
ineans of extending and improving the trade of 
Ruflia ; and, in order to increafe its activity, fbe 
had juft abolifhed the extraordinarv duties on com, 
and permitted the exportation of it from Archangel 
to Riga. Bclides, her pride was hurt at feeing that 
the Englifti paid no refpe6l to the (hips that were 
freighted in her ports, and that they even fome- 
times prefumed to flop thofe which failed under 
her flag. 

Another motive completely determined her to 
protect the navigation of the north. Vergennes, 
whofe intrigues at Conftantinople had formerly 
irritated Catharine, bad lately acquired confider- 

• One merchant alone of Copenhagen, named Konig, -proved 
to be proprietor of po Icfs than fix or fcvpn hundred vcflcls. 

a able 
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able influence with her, by urging Saint-Prieft iQ 
tlctermine the Turks to fubmit to the facrifices 
«xa6lcd by Ruffia. Vergennes had by this means 
gained his point in depriving the EngUfli of the 
affiftance of the ruffian fleet. This was not 
enough. He formed a plan more vaft, and more 
worthy of a real ftatefman. In a word, he drew 
up the plan of the armed neutrality, to which 
almofl: all the potentates of Europe fucceffively 
acceded*. . 

Well acquainted with the haughty fpirit of the 
emprefs, Vergennes artfully contrived to interefl: 
her iq the execution of his projqdl. He wrought 
upon the miniflers of Denmark and Sweden to 
open it to her. They performed their taflc with 
fo much addrefs, that (he made no hefltation to 
adopt it ; and flie almofl: perfuaded herfelf to be- 
lieve it a creature of her own invention ; or at 
leafl: Ihe feemed willing to perfuade others to 
think ib. 

From that time forward fhe refolve4 to ufe force 
for protedling her fliips ; and fhe propofed to the 
court of Copenhagen and to that of Stockhplna, 

* Of fuch commanding in>port was the emprefs in the afFairs 
of Europe, that in the american war, fir Janoes Harris, after 
feaving in vain follicited her effedive interference in oar behalf, 
faid to her, <' Well, we will talk no more of actual fuccoars, 
'* only give us the countenance of your name ; only put out a 
** manifefto ; do but /ay that you will help us.'* The very 
next manifefto that came out was that declaratory of this armed 
neutrality. 

c c 4 to 
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to equip each of tbem a fquadron, which ibould 
combine with hers for the defence of their neu- 
tralitT. 

The wifhes of Denmark had anticipated this 
invitation. The prudent* minifter who guided 
the councib of that kingdom, lenfibly felt the 
importBDceof an alliance, without which the £ng- 
Ii(h would have derided all the armaments of the 
north. He promilcd to fubferibe to the treaty 
propofed by the emprels. 

Sweden was lefs prompt in acceding to \L She 
was withheld by France herielf^ who dexteroufly 
engaged her to itart fome difficuhies, in order to 
excite Ruflia to remove them. Previous to the 
equipment of a combined fleet, Guftavus required 
to be explicitly informed of the manner in which 
this combined armament was^ to prote<5l the com- 
merce of the rcfpective ftates. He wifhed to 
know whether each of the neutral powers was to 
defend the veflels of his allies, or only thofe of 
its own people. Lafily, he afked in what cafes 
the neutral powers were to make reprilals with 
thofe who were at war, and whether the a^ggref^ 
fions of any one of thefe pow ers were to be necef- 
larily feconded by the others. 

The emprcfs replied, that a preliminary con- 
vention fhould be made between all the neutral 
powers, in order to fettle how bcft to fecure a 

• Count Bcmftorft 

6 free 
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free navigation to the merchant Ihips of thofe 
powers, provided that thofe fhips were not loaded 
with prohibited goods. She added, that it would 
be neceflary that each power fliould prote<3: the 
vcflcls of the reft ; and that, as to reprifals or ag- 
greflions, they ihould be feconded, whenever they 
were pra6lifed, according to the conditions cfta- 
blifhed by the confederate neutrality ; but that, 
above all, this alliance fhould be maritime, and 
confined folely to the protection of commerce. 

Satisfied with thefe explanations, Guftavus gave 
orders to his miniftcr at Peteriburg, to fign the 
treaty of the armed neutrality ; which the court 
of Denmark had already done fomc days before *♦ 

Catharine had not waited for the acceflion of 
thefe two potentates for notifying her rcfolutioa 
to the courts of London, Versailles, and Madrid. 
She delivered to them by her ambafladors, a de- 
claration, in which ftie complained, that the law 
of nations had been violated towards her fubjedls ; 
that their commerce had been confined, their 
navigation interrupted ; and that, to prevent fuch 
abufes for the time to come, fhe was preparing to 
pfftri by force the rights which undoubtedly be- 
Ippged to neutral nations -|-. The cabinet of St. 

James's 

^ The plenipotentiary of Sweden pot his (ignafure to it the 
2ift of July; the plenipotentiary of Denmark* the 19th of that 
monrh. 

t The great principle of this a<fly ind of that confederacy to 

whick 
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James's replied, that, from the very commence- 
ment of the war, it had iffued the moil prccife 

and 



which it gave birth, is, that free bottoms ra.ikc free goods ; and 
this is carried to the length of fuppofmg, that nentral ftatcs aie 
entitled to carry on their commerce with the bcliigereBt parties 
10 a (late of war, with the fame degree of coovenience, cafe, and 
fafety, which they might have pradifed in time of pcsicc. Nor 
is this all : it is farther laid down, that the neutral bottom has 
a right to conrey, and to render frtc, all things from any one 
part of a belligerent date, and even coaftwife, to another with, 
out let or impediment, faving only fuch matters as might be 
deemed contraband in confequencc of the iiipuJations of former 
treaties. It needs fcarcely to be noticed, that the courts of 
France and Spain expreifed the utmoft approbation of a fyftem 
fo exadly calculated and immediately fuitcd to their own views^ 
and which they couM at a future time find means eaGly to 
Ihake off. They accordingly were little kfs than loft in aftoniih- 
ment at the confideration of that wifdom, juftice, liberality of 
fentiraent, and benevolence, which had produced ideas fo fimilar 
to their own. As they did not fully comprehend the new 
fyftem, nor know to what extent it was to be carried, they 
waited with deference for thofe farther regulations or explana. 
tions which Catharine might tiling proper to communicate } but 
were covinced, from the congeniality of fentimcnts on both 
fides, that nothing could happen, in the intermediate time^ on 
theirs, which would afford any diffatisfaftion to her. The 
folitary court of London was obliged to fupprcfs her indigna- 
tion at an injury which fhe could not at prefent refent nor 
remedy. She therefore only expoftulated with the court of 
Pcter(burg on the conftant attention and regard which (he had 
hitherto, and on every occalion, (hewn to her flag and com- 
merce ; Ihc declared a continuance of the fame conduct and 
difpofition ; and Ihe reminded Ruffia of the reciprocal tics of 

friend (b if, 
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and unequivocal orders to all commanders of 

• 

veflels refpe6ling the ruffian flag. Notwithftand- 
ing this alTurance the Englifh continued for fome 
time to flop the ruffian (hips, and try the validity 
of their captures by the britifti court of admiralty. 
The cmprefs refufed to acknowledge the com- 
petency of that court. The conteft was beginning 
to take a ferious turn. The englifh put an end 
to it, by releafing the veflels. 

Pruffia, Auftria, even Portugal, concurred wich 



friendfhip, and the common interefts by which they were mutually 
bojind. The principal claims of the confederate powers were 
thus f})ecified : j • That all neutral vefTels may freely navigate 
from one port to another on the coafts of the nations at war. 
^. Thtft the efte^ls of the belligerent powers {hail be faie in all 
neutral veflels, with the exception of prohibited mercantile 
goods, 3* That the emprefs underilands, by prohibited mer. 
jcantile goods, fuch as are fpecified in the articles x. and xi. of 
))er treaty of cottamerce with Great Brtian, extending her obliga* 
tion in that refpedt to the other powers at war, 4, That by a 
port blocked up is to be underftood only a port fo (Iri^ly watched 
by the (hips of the powers which attack it,- that to enter it 
wooid be dangerous. 5* That thefe principles (hould be ad- 
mitted as the foie rule whereby to decide the legality of prizes. 
The emprefs added, that, in publifhing thde articles, fhe delcared 
that to enforce their execation, and to piote^ the honour of her 
^g, the fecurity of her commerce, and the navigation of her 
fubjeds, (he was about to arm the greater part of her naval 
forces. That this meafure ihould not in any wife injure the 
neutrality, which (he was difpoied to obferve as long as iSie 
(hould not bt provoked and obliged to excceed the boonds of a 
juft moderation^ and the mod perfed impartiality. 

the 
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the other neutral dates ; and thus a power, which^ 
however great in other refpefts, was of inferior 
note in a maritime view, was now feen didiating a 
new code of maritime laws to mankind, in many 
rclpeds eflentially differing from thofe which had 
for fcveral hundred years been eftabliflied among 
commercial nations, and going diredily to the 
overthrow of that fovereignty, or pre-eminence on 
the ocean, which had been fo long claimed and 
maintained by Great Britain ; but which, that 
power not being in a fituation diredlly to contra- 
vene, feemed now to be fettled as a part of the 
Jaw of pations. 

The mipifter * of England at Peterfburg warmly 
pxcrtcd every means he could employ to break the 
league of the neutral powers, or at leaft to pre^- 
vent Ruflia from protecting the veflels of the other 
jiations. He left no refourcc untried with prince 
Potemkin-|-, to induce him to determine the cmr 
prefs to (liter her purpofe. But the afceqdajjt of 

* Sir James Harris. 

-f Potemkin had five nieces, of the family name of £ngelbard. 
The eldeft married count Braniczky» grand general of the crown 
of Poland ; the fecond married prince Sergius Fedorovitch Gal- 
litzin; the third, lieutenant-general Peter Shepelof; the fourth, 
count Paul Skavronlky; the fifth had, for her firft hufband, 
Mikhsila Potemkin her coufin, on whofe death fhe married 
prince Nicola'i BorifTitch Yufupof. The former of thefe ladies 
had a great fway over their uncle, and pafled for his mif^reifes. 
The engllfh minifter was lavifli of prefents to them of cVery 
Mild. 

Potemkin 
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Potemkin had ftill lefs authority over her than the 
calls of ambition. However, the diligence and in- 
genuity of fir James Harris were baffled by a 
llratagem of a Angular nature. 

When that minifter had difcovered that attempts 
were making to induce the cmprefs to propofe the 
armed neutrality, be drew up a long memorial, to 
counteract the projedl, which he gave to prince 
Potemkin, who promifed to recommend it to the 
fovereign. Whether the britifh minifter thought 
there was no n^ed of making a myftery of (6 flight 
a circumftance, or whether Potemkin mentioned 
it, the partizans of the neutrality were foon in- 
formed of it. They immediately gained over to 
them a certain demoifclle Guibald, a forward and 
fhrewd young woman, who was about the nieces 
of prince Potemkin, and lived on a very familiar • 
footing with him. This girl took the paper by 
playful ftealth out of the prince's pocket, and car- 
ried it to her employers. They immediately en- 
riched it with marginal notes, which vi6lorioufly . 
anfwered all the objedlions of the britifh minifter ; 
and the writing was then fuccefsfuUy returned to 
the place whence it had been taken. 

The emprefs, on having the memorial for her 
confideration, ytiy naturally fuppofed the notes 
had been added by prince Potemkin ; which ferved 
only to increafe her defire to unite the powers of 
the north in a league againft England. 

Sir James Harris was prefently after informed of 

the 
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the method that had been adopted for mnVsng bis 
memorial ipeak againft himielf ; ^nd it chagrined 
him fo much, that he fell ill upon it** * 

Prince Potemkin all this while was at the fum- 
mit of fevour. Every day fome ncwprefent from 
the fovercign increafed his immenfe riches ; and 
fome title of honour was added to the long lid of 
his dignities. The court, the army, the navy, all 
were fubmiffive to him. He appointed the mini- 
ftcrs, the generals, the favourites, or removed them 
at his pleafore ; and his benevolence and his ani* 
madverfion were entirely dire6led by caprice. 

With all the outward appearance of a rough and 
often brutal frankncfs, Potemkin was jcxtremely 
artful. He domineered over the emprefe, magiftc* 
rially dictating to her according to his will ; but 
at the fame time appearing to exift only for her 
(ervice. He treated with infolence the veteran 
commanders and the great perfonages of the em- 
pire, whom he thought he could affront with ira- 

* It brought on a jaundice^ which lafled a long time. This 
fa£l was varioufly related : fome, who were in the confidence of 
prince Potemkin, affirmect that mademoifelle Guibald, at the in- 
fligation of count Panin, conveyed the papers from under the 
princess pillow ; and, after looking into the contents^ replaced 
dxem with fo moch caution, that it was fome time afterwards be- 
fore he difcoveied how he had been betrayed. Either way, it is 
a very edifying inftance of the manner in which events of the 
greateft importance to a nation, or even to all Europe, may be 
fometimes brought about« 

punity 
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punity, while he kept on good terms with all 
thofe whom he knew to poflels fpirit or cunning*. 
Of all the generals marfhal Romantzof was the 
only one who would not humble himfelf before 
Potemkin'f'. Accordingly, the latter dreaded his 
inflexibility as much as he envied the glory of the 
conqueror of the Turks. The averfion I>c had 
for marfhal Romantzof extended even to countefs 
Bruce, his filler, one of the raoft intimate confi- 
dants of Catharine. By living- familiarly with 

* About this time, among the people who were in the cooii* 
dence of prince Potemkin^ the famous major Semple was inferior 
to none. By his advice the prince introduced fevcral new oegu- 
lations into the army^ both in regard to drefs and manocnvres ; 
and, had. it not been for fome roanceavres of another nattrre, 
fbch as writing to the dnchefs of KingiioQ, (as (he dedaitd to 
the writer xf( thie) that he would come in the night with fome 
ibldiers and break into her houfe^ unlefs (he fent him a oertaja 
fum of money. &c. there is not a doubt but he would have foon 
been raifed to the rank of a general officer, or appointed conful 
at whatever place he chofe. MrrNewton too, an Irifh officer, 
afterwards guilloCioed at Paris, was much aboct his perfon. Ptinct 
Potenikin ufiially rewarded his favourite counfeUors by fending 
them away as confuls: he had at one time not fewer than two 
, hundred, in diflTerenl parts of Turkey, the Levant, the iflands 
and (hores of the Archipelago, Sec, con(?fting of pcrfons who 
had indireft concerns in trade, and others of various defcnp- 
tions. After his difmiflion from the confidence of prince Po- 
temkin, on his way to England major Semple laid the merchants 
of Peter(barg, Narva, &c« imder heavy contributions, by a 
Tariety of impoftures. 

+ Mar(hal Ivan Soltikof and prince i^gor Dolgorukjr, refufei 
tjo criqge to the favouritie. 

counteft 
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countefs Bruce, and profeiling great friendfliip for 
her, Potemkin could keep a vigilant attention over 
her converfation and all her proceedings, and pro- 
miied himfelf to be able ibon to deftroy her influ- 
ence at court whenever an opportunity fhould oc- 
cur. It was not long before chance threw one in 
his way. 

Korzakof was at that time beloved by the cm- 
prefs. The benefits, the honours, which (he heaped 
upon him, demanded his gratitude, if they could 
not infpire him with love ; but he was made up of 
nothing but though tlefliiefs and vanity*. Coun- 
tefs £||;uce, who faw him every day with the emprefs, 
took a fancy to him. She could not, however, 
immediately give the reins to her inclination. Thp 
conilraintin which the favourites of Catharine paiP* 
ed their time fcarcely allowed them opportunities 
for being untrue. Potemkin kindly affifled the 
countefs in removing all obftacles. He took upon 
him the ofEce of her confidant ; he contrived the 
means of her having fecret interviews with Korza- 
kof ; and, though he was fond enough of this fa- 
vourite, he refolved to facrifice him, in hopes of 
involving in his fall the lifter of Roman tzof. 

Potemkin's plan fucceedcd. The emprefs was 

♦ Of all the favourites of Catharine, Korzakof was the moft 
oftentatious in his drefs ; and it was to him fhe gave the greatefl 
quantity of diamonds. He is now the neighbour of his prede- 
ccflbr Zoritch ; whom he often vifits for the fake of play, and 
kad rather loie his peafants than his jewels. 

not 
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not long in difcovering that (he was deceived by 
her favourile and by bcr friend* She fent orders to 
one of them to travel out of the empire : and to 
the other to haften to Mofco. Qitharine, from 
that moment, would no more have a friend ; but 
as (he could not fo conveniently difpenfe with a 
favourite, (he fixed her choice that (ame day on 
Lanfkoi, one of the chevaliers-guards*, a youth of 
as fine and intcrcfting a figure as the imagination 
• 

* Lanflcoi was fprung from a very antient hmWy in Poland ; 
their original name being Lonfky.— -The chevalier.gnards confift 
of fixty men, all officers in thearmy« down to the captain's rank. 
They had in 1790 two corporals of lieutenant-oolonel's rank, and 
three of majors, one feijeant. major of colonel's rank, one cornet 
of the rank of major.general, one lieutenant of the rank of lieu* 
tenant.general,and the general field-marlhal princePotemkin theit 
captain. The whole corps is compofed of tall handfomc men ; and 
the ftate-uniform probably exceeds in magnificence ^y military 
uniform of antient or modern times. The coat is blue faced 
with red, and almoft covered with fiiver lace, embroidery, and 
hammered filver. On the back b embroidered a large rudlaa 
fpread eagle; an eagle likewife adorns the (ilver plates of armour 
on the arms and knees, which are falkned by filver cords $ and 
are attached again to the body armour by iilver chains. Bande- 
lier, baudrick, and carbine, arefurnifhed with iilver fcales, and 
the fabre.iheath is of filver. The boots are drawn together with 
Iilver lacing, and the top* hung with chains of the fame metal. 
The head is decorated by a helmet of filver with high plumes of 
various gaudy colours. The whole armour greatly refemblcs 
what we fiill fee hung up of that kind in armouries, excepting 
that it is all of filver, and cods each man at lead a thoufand ru. 
bles. The chevaliers only keep guard in the palace at the doors 
of the fovereign's apartments, and on court fedivals alone appear 
ID the magnificence above deicrii)ed. 
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can paint. We ihall fee, in the courTe of this work, 
that, of all the lorers of Catharine, Lanfkol was the 
Stan whom (he loved the moft, and who beft de- 
fisrved her lore. 

Potemkin'smind was DOt entirely employed in 
court-intrigues. That ambitious favourite, affHring 
4t the flattering honour of caufing Catharine to be 
crowned at Cooftantinople, and ftill more defitxnis 
of it than berfelf, refolved to be^n by taking pof- 
feflion of the Krimea. But, in order to enfure 
fuccefs, it was neceflary to adl in concert with the 
emperor of Germany. He communicated his de- 
fign to Catharioe, who approved of it without hefi- 
tation. On his propofingit afterwards in the coun- 
cil, count Nikita IvanOvitch Fanin, who was a 
great fiickler for the alliance with Pruflia, obferv- 
. ed, that it would expofe the country to too mucb 
danger, by detaching it from that potentate : not- 
vithAanding his objections, the plan of Potemkin 
tras followed. Panin was fo grieved, that he felt 
fick^and retired from bufinefs. 

It was at this period that Bczborodko * was ad- 
mitted into the council. Bezborodko had atfirft 
been fecretary to madbal Romantzof, with Zava- 
dofsky. Like Zavadofsky too, he afterwards bcr 
came fecretary of the emprefs's caUnet: but bn 
was never, like bim, raifed to the poA of Avourite. 
He was appointed minifler for the home depart- 

* The Mine Bczborodkoi in rars, Sgni&a iteriltfi. 

xac&t. 
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ment. Count Oftermann^ who, fince his return 
from Sweden, filled the place of vice-chancellor'*', 
executed all the buflnefs which had been long 
condu&ed by Panin. 

Catharine was delirous of having an interview 
with Jofeph II. the plans fhe was now iabout to 
^opt, rendered a conference with him ab(blntely 
neceflary. She requefted him 'tlierefore to come 
and join her in Poland, and fhe prefently afler fet 
out for Mohilef. 

Perhaps it may not be fuperfluous to obfervei 
that during thefe frequent journeys, the emprefs 
never entrufled to the grand duke either the go- 
vernment of St, Peterfburg, or the adminiflration 
of affairs. By birth generalifRmp of the ruffian ar<» 
znies, he never led a regiment to battle; and, 
though grand admiral of the Baltic, he was never 
once permitted to vifit th& fleet at Cronfladt. 

Panin, to whom the emprefs generally granted 
the dangerous honour of reprefenting her perfpn, 
had, for fome time, been retired into the country. 
More opprefled by chagrin and difgufl than by 
difeafes of body, and more worn out by cares than 
by age, he was jufi vegetating on the brink of (he 
grave. Field-marftial Alexander Michailovitcb Gal- 
litzin was at this time appointed governor of the 
refidence. 

* There had been no afkal chancellor, fince the iuth of thr 
oldcouatVorontzof in 1767. "^ 

D D 2 In 




404 LIVE Of THE f I7Sd. 

In the mean time the emprefs reached Mohilef*, 
whither the emperor Jofeph II. had arrived before 
her. A number of the grandees of Poland repaired 
alfo to that city. The pomp by which Catharine 
was furroandcd,and the luxury of the noble Poles-f-, 
Ibrmed a whimlical contraft with the iimplicity of 
the manner and drels of the emperor of Germany^ 
That prince travelled under the title of the couot- 
von Falkenftein ; atid intreated the emprefs to 
fpare him the neceffity of all vain etiquette and 
oonffa^ining ceremony : to which Catharine cheer- 
fully confented. 

Here they had feveral private converfations, in" 
which they agreed to attack the Ottomans in Con- 
certj to fhare a part of the fpoile between them, 
and to re-eflablifli the antient republics of Greece. 
In order to determine the emperor to enter into 
her views, Catharine confented to patronize the 
barter of Bavaria for the auftrian Netherlands, ex- 
cepting the counties of Namur and Luxemburg ; 
at the fame time engaging herfelf to fupport him 
againft all oppoHtion on the part of the king o( 
Proiliaand the other princes of the empire. Tbefe 
ilipulations on either lide were fhortly afterwards 

" She irrived there thejotti of May. 

f Tbej iddiAed [bemfelvc) to- gaming to in enormoiii excefi. 
Some of thofe, wtioin the fharpen had not been able to nnn at 
play, were Slipped of all ihey had left by robbcn on die rerenl 
loads. It ff^i'niid.thiL count Potocky wai pilU^ of npmnli 
of four htiadrcd ihoufand flotini. 

confirmed 
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confirmed by a treaty, ligned at Peterfburg. Ca» 
tharine invited the emperor to vifit Ruilia ; and 
that monarch, always fond of travelling, and eager 
after information, took the route of Mofco, while 
the empreis returned diredtly to her reiidence. 

The averfion of Jofeph IL for the pomp and 
formalities of a court is generally known. On the 
journey from Vienna to Mohilef, a peribn was air- 
ways one fiation, and fometimes two, before tho 
imperial carriages, vifho announced to the poft-mai^ 
ter^ that the grand retinue was coming on, that 
hemuft provide dinner, or fupper, or lodging for 
{b many perfons ; at the fame time ordering a fowl 
and a iaufage, or a flice of ham, with a draught of 
common beer for himfelf. After having taken this 
refreihment, if it was towards nighl, he aiked to reff 
pofe a few hours on a fcttee. The landlord, thank? 
ing him for his civility in giving him timely notice 
of the approach of his diftinguiflied guefts, would 
intreat him to take a bed ; but this he coniiantly 
refufed, laying that the expedition he rouft make 
would not allow of this indulgence The pofi? 
mailer, at length, commending bim for bis dili* 
gence, faw that the carriage was ready at the prq^ 
per time ; aQ4 ^^w^y went the avant-K^i^rier. Tke 
reade^r is already aware of what waa the .fBL&, tha$ 
this ibre-rupner was no other pqrfiDn than the envr 
peror hioifelf. 

Previous to their feparation at Mohilef^ Catl)a« 
fine had offere4 her imperial vifitor a fuite of %lefi^ 

p p 3 an 
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did apartments in the palftce. But to this JoTeph 
<A^^ed ; and added, that ttAlel^ her majefty would 
ptrtnit him to take up hid quarters at an inn, how- 
ftrerdefiroas he WAS of prolonging hisvifit, hetnufl; 
abfolutely undergo the mortification of denying 
hiitifelf that high honour. Accordingly, oo her 
AujeAy's return to Tzarflto-felo, the englifh gard- 
ener received orders to convert his hoiife into an 
inn, by hanging out a figo ; and to iind accomino- 
dations for the emperor. A catharine-wheel was 
therefore painted on a board, and below it, in gerw 
man charaiftere, was written, " The Falkenftein 
*' arms." Here the emperor, under the name of 
count Falkenftein, put up, on arriving at Tzarlko- 
felo; and was pcrfetfily fatisfiedwith the entertain- 
inent he received from the honeft inn-keeper and 
his worthy family. It may eaiily be imagined, that 
a number of little laughable adventures happened 
heredurinptheempcror'sftay, arifingfrom the per- 
fect incognito he always obferved, 

Notwithfla ndingtbe continual repugnance fhewQ 
by the emperor fo all the parade of pomp and lux- 
ury, Catharine gave him entertainments of uncom^ 
nron magnificence. But thefe entertainments had 
ito attraftions fer Jofcph 11. : what employed him 
thbft, was the care of vifiting ufeful eftablifhmentft 
Irtnd curious monuments of art. He bad fcen at 
Mofco the Kremlin, the'Khitaigorod*, the monaf- 
teries. 



I * TbcKtuitaigorod, 01 tticclui)e{ctowDf isaquutcrofMof. 
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teries^ the library^ and the archives of thQ hiftor/, 
of the north ; which were reduced to fucb qxqcI^ 
lent oirder by the learned profeflbr Muller. Hq 
had flopped at Tula^ to examine |^c hardware ma*i 
nufa^lory, on which Catharine had fpared no ex- 
pence for bringing it to its prefent perfe<Slion; an4 
perhaps yields in no refpedl^ for the beauty of it^ 
workmanfliipi to the manufa6lories of She&eld and 
Birmingham. 

In like manner he vifited alfo every thing tb;^t 
was curious at Peterfburg, and the port of Crpn* 
^adt. He examined minutely the arf^nals, the 
dockyards^ the manufadories of various kifidsi 
and every where received fome flattering mark of 
the emprefs's attention. On his entering the ac^ 
demy of fciences^ he was prefented with a volumci 
of geographical maps, among which was already 
engraved, that of his journey from Vienna to Po*. 
tcrfburg. At the academy of arts a coUediipn of 
engravings was laid before him^ in which was his 
own portrait, with an infcription * fui table tp bis 
tafle for travelling, and the perfpicacity pf his (;lkf^ 
ra<Sler. , 

At length Jofeph II. took leave of Ruflia, equally 



CO, where a great trade is carried on in furs and all forts of mer.. 
chandife. It hat the appearance of a perpetual fiir. 
* It was this pafTags from Horace, 

Multomm proTidus orbes, 
Et mores hominum iofpexit. 

J> D 4 aflonifhed 
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afloniihed at that mixture of refinement and barba* 
rifm which the ruffian nation had offered to hi$ 
view I and the variety of difpofitton in the characr 
tef of the emprofe. He could not conceive how 
a woman, who feemed by nature formed for leading 
the whole world in chains, could fubmit to be go- 
verned by two favourites at her own court. 

Not long after the departure of Jofeph II. the 
hereditary prince of Pruffia ♦ arrived at Peterf- 
burg. His flay there prpduced nothing remark* 
able. Indeed numerous entertainments were given 
him : but magnificent entertainments were no- 
thing unufual at the court of Ruflia. 

Seeing th^t fo many princes quitted their domi- 
nions for the fake of viftting foreign countries, the 
omprefs refolved that the grand duke fhould travel 
likewife. Accuftomed to the refpeft and the mo- 
deration of the tzarevitch, fhc was under no appre- 
henfion concerning his^abfence; and fhe hoped 
that while Europe was contemplating the heir of 
her throne, fhe herfelf fhould not entirely be for- 
gotten. The grand duke and the grand duchefs 
travelled through Poland and Auilri^ to Italy; 
whence they returned to St. Peterfburg by th^ way 
pf France and Holland. During their journey, no- 
thing that happened to them was unknown to the 
cmprefs. A courier, regularly difpatched every 

- * Who reigned afterwards under the name of Frederic WIU 
liaa II. 
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day, informed her where they were^ and how they 
were employed *. 

They doubtlcfs were eagerly defirous of knowing 
what was pafling at Peterfburg ; but Catharine was 
not fo ready to indulge their curiofity. The briga- 
dier aid-de-camp Bibikof, who had prefumcd to 
difregard the will of the fovereign, was very foott 
deteiSled. His letters, addrefled prince Alexan- 
der Kurakin 'f-, who accompanied the grand duke, 
WM'e intercepted at Riga. They contained parti- 
culars too ftrongly marked. Thefeveral pcrfon- 
ages of the court were charadlerifed under iarcailic 
names j;, and their manners llrikingly exhibited. 
Bibikof was intinediately condemned to go and re- 
pent his rafhnefs at Ailrakban, where he not long 
after died. 

The greateft apparent harmony now fubfifted 
between the late contending powers of Ruffia and 
the Porte. Nor had this good neighbourhood beea 
at all interrupted by fome difiurbanoes in the Kri- 
mea, where the Tartars depofed thejr khan, Sa- 
• him Gueray, who had always affiiled the Ruffians^ 
and was accordingly eflablifiied by them, and re- 
(iored their warlike chief Dpulet Gueray, who had 

f They were opt oq their tniv^ foorteexi months. 

t Prinofr Kurakin is nephew of count Panin. The family 
of Kurakin is fprung from that of the Y^ScUone who filled the 
fhfone of Poland. 

X Prince Potcmlpn in them went by die oam4 of £nrtmt o| 
PncrCyc. 

9 H 
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as cooAantly oppofed tbur eaterprize^. It leemed 
•8 if both powers, to avoid all foundatioa for dif- 
putes; had refolved for the preient not to interfere . 
in the cabals of tfaefe people, with refpeA tp the 
choice or fucceffion of their princes. In the mean 
time, Ruflia was by no means indifferent to the 
vaft fources of wealth and* power which were open- 
ed to her by the occupancy of the Euxine. She 
bad long flrugglcd with the infunnountable obfla- 
cles which nature threw in her way jn the Baltic; 
and which would for ever prevent her eilablifhing 
an extenfive and advantageous commerce, or be- 
coming a great maritime power on that fide. .A 
iea (hut up and unnavigable for near two-thirds of 
the year, and incumbered with numberlefs impedi- 
ments at all times, could never anfwer tboie par- 
pofes in any degree fuitable to the ambition and 
views of fuch an empire as Rulfia. She uccord- 
ingiy omitted nothing that might contribute to the 
opening and eflabliftiment of a great trade on the 
Euxine; and for that purpofe, the emprefsfurniih-i 
ed Ibme particular merchants with the ufe of Oiips , 
iree finm any charge for freight, and promifed to 
indemnify them for any. lolles they may fiiAain in 
the outfet. 

Yet any cir^umflances attending the late war and 

peace between RufTia and the porte, could not fail 

to fow the feeds of future difcontent.jealoufy, ill- 

' will, uid litigatbo, between the parties. Extia- 

ordinary fucce& and triumph on the one fide^ with 
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an equal degree of lo& and difgrace on the other^ 
are little calculated to promote any intercourfe of 
friendfhip or cordiality of fentiment among men; 
nor will a rccolledlion of the hard neceffity under 
which a peace was fubfcribed^ ferve at all to render 
palatable the bitternels of its conditions. On the 
other hand, the vi(ftors are fure to confider the 
vanquiihed as owing them too much. They are 
apt to think, that they have always a right to claim 
thofe advantages, which thlsy omitted to fecure in 
the moment of their fortune ; and which they look 
upon as rights exiflrng though neglecSted, as they 
could not at that time have been refufed if re* 
manded. 

The navigation of the Euxine, the opening the 
gates of the Dardanelles and Bofphorus, fo as to 
adnlit a free intercourfe from the White Sea to the 
Euxine, the affairs of the Krimea, with thoie of 
the greek dependent provinces of Moldavia^ and 
Valakhia, afforded the grounds of tboic difputes 
between the two empires, which were now rifen to 
fuch a height as feemed to render a new war in- 
evitable. 

With rcfped to the firft of thefe articles, nothing 
lefs than the moft urgent neceffity, under the pref- 
fure of immediate and imminent danger, could 
have induced the pdrte to admit Ruffia to the na- 
vigation of the Euxine. It is not then to be doubt- 
ed, that the porte ufed every poffible evafion to 
avoid a compliance with that article of the late 

1 treaty. 
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trcsLty^ and tJirew every obflacle in the way which 
would tend to render it ineflfeiSive. The Ruffians 
had notwithltanding, with wonderful ipiritand in- 
duftry, very fpecdily advanced large capitals^ and 
opened a conliderable commerce on that iea. It 
may then be fairly prefumed, without an abiblute 
pofleffion of fadts, that commercial avidity was con- 
tinually iiicrcafed, in proportion to the number, 
ipnagnitude, novelty, and value, of the objedb which 
were gradually open to its view; and that thus, 
new, and perhaps unreafonable claims were as fre- 
quently flarted on the one fide, as an indifpofi- 
tion to comply with the fair and literal terms of the 
treaty, was prevalent on the other, 
• The fecpnd ground of difpute, feemed ftill more 
difficult and delicate. The porte had unwilKn^^y 
confented by the late treaty, to admit or acknow-. 
ledge the independence of the Krirhea. That in- 
dependence muft be confidered only as nominal. 
Between fuch powers as Turkey and Ruffia, fuch 
a power as the khan of the Krimea cannot be really 
independent. The Turks were in hopes, as that 
prince and his fubje6ts are mohammedans, to weak- 
en the force of that article by their natural inclina- 
tion to the porte. Otherwife they would haye con- 
fidered their conceffion in a ftill worfe light. To 
have thrown that whole country, fituated as it is, 
with its own and the adjoining nations of Tartars, 
together with the reigning family, the immediate 
dcfceqdants of Tamerlane, and in dire<5l fucceflipp 

to 
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to the Ottoman throne, entirely to the hands of 
Ruffia, were circumftances exceedingly grievous 
to a power, which ufed to give and not to receive 
the law. Yet this was already the difagreeabic 
and alarming confequence of that conceffion. For 
Ruffia, by a judicious but unfparing diftribution of 
prefents amongft the Tartars^ and by artfully fo-. 
menting fome divifions which had originated with- 
in themfelves, with refpe6l to the fucceffion, had 
been able to defeat and depofe the reigning khan^ 
and to place a creature of her own, although a 
prince of the royal blood, in pofleflion of the no- 
minal fovcreignty ; whilft the government was now 
in efiedl more dependent upon Ruilia, than it had 
even formerly been upon the porte; the aependence 
being doubly fecured, as well by a predominant 
fadlion among the people, as by the difpofition or 
attachment of the prince. By thefe, and by othec 
ineans, the Krimea, with Little Tartary, and the 
Budziac, were become Icarccly any thing lefs than 
provinces to Ruflia ; or at leafl they were as de- 
pendent on that empire as the nature of that lingu- 
lar people will admit of their being, while they 
retain any confidcrable degree of inherent llrength« 
This condudt, and thefe circumftances> which 
certainly militated, at leaft with the fpirit of the 
late treaty, could not but give great umbrage to 
the porte; and afforded, if not a clear jufiification 
•a tolerable ground of controverfy, with rcfpcdl to 
i^any ilacknefs or non-compliance^on her fide, in 

fulfilling 
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fulfilling its conditions. But they alfo afibrded 
eaufe of the mod fcrious concern and alarm. Per 
that peninfula, furrounded as it is by the Euxioe 
and the Falus Mseotis^ and commanding the com- 
munication between both, would afford fuch a 
claim of right to Ruffia, with fuch an interefl, 
and fuch a ftrength in thofe Teas, as nothing could 
afterwards be capable of oppofing. 

The difputes relative to the greek nopfiinal 
princes, but in efFc6l governors of Moldavia and 
Valakhia, th</ugh not of a nature fo immediately 
alarming and dangerous as the foregoing, yet were 
founded on claims, and on an interference which 
tended ultimately to the fame point; tothede-^ 
prcciation of the ottoman power and government, 
the narrowing of its european dominion, and tbt 
finally throwing every thing on that fide of the 
Danube into the hands of Ruflia. The attach- 
ment which the greek chriftians, who inhabit thefe 
provinces, had fhewn to Ruffia in the late war, 
had, along with other motives, induced her to ob- 
tain very confiderable conceffions in their favour 
at the conclufion of the peace. The efFe<ft of the 
partial advantages granted to thcfe two provinces 
was foon apparent^ by the emigration of chriftian 
inhabitants, from thofe on the other fide of the 
Danube which it naturally occafioned; who, as 
well as the natives, looked up to another pow«*, 
than that to which they avowed allegiance, for 
favour and profedlion. In order to fecure their 

independence 
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independence on the porte, Ruilia made a demand, 
that thofe princes (hould not be depofed or punifhed 
(misfortunes to which they were particularly liable) 
on ahy pretence or account whatever. 

In {o unhappy a ftate of weaknefs and diibrder 
was that vafl and unwieldy empire, that it might 
be a queftion of doubt, whether to admire the 
fpirit or to condemn the raflipefs, that induced the 
apparent refolution and vigour with which Ihe pre- 
pared for war. The ill-fuccefs of the late hoftili- 
ties, had drawn out and exhibited in their utmoft 
magnitude thofe enormous diibrders^ which had 
for fo many years been acquiring growth under a 
weak and wretched iyfiem of government. The 
diftant provinces were flill torn to pieces by fab- 
tioQ and diilcnfion ; and the officers of the (late, 
as well as the great men of the refpcdlive coun- 
tries, were ftill, in many inftances, too powerful 
to be governed. To crown the calamity, the 
plague had in the preceding year made fuch faor-* 
rible ravages in Conftantinople, as had not been 
before known in that capital, (to which it is fo 
firequent a vifitor) fince its firft acquifition by the 
Ottomans. It was computed that above one hun-* 
dred and iixty thoufand perfons perifhed by that 
dreadful diforder within the metropdis and its en- 
virons. 

On the other hand, though RulIia wae confei- 
dtis of the advantages acquired by the late treaty, 
Ae was far . from defirous of war. That W8r> 

amidft 
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amidft Its great and fplendid fucceflcs, had dif- 
covcred fomc- fymptoms of internal weaknefs^ 
The rebellion of Pugatftief was a fit which laid 
open fomc defect in the conftitution. Befides^ 
Ruflia probably could never hope, witb the con- 
fcnt of other powers, to obtain advantages equal 
to the vidlories (he might hereafter purchafe as 
dearly as (he had done thofe of the preceding war. 
By which, along with her laurels, (he brought the 
plague into a country exhaufled of men and trea- 
fure. The emprefs was therefore very willing to 
receive any mediation, confiftent with her dignity, 
which in all events (he was rcfolved not to facrifice. 
France^ had the addrcfs to avail herfelf of this 
iituation. The frcnch miniftcr was again the 
friendly mediator, and the fuccefsful negotiator in 
bringing about an accommodation. And bis me* 
rits and fervices were again honoured and rewarded 
with fimilar expreffions of gratitude, and with fimi- 
lar marks of favour from both fides. 

It ^2iS, in the firft inftaiicc more efpecially, a 
matter of no fmall general aftonifliment, that Great 
Britain^ which had been fo long and fo clofely 
united, in the ftridleft bands of friendfhip, and 
apparent political communion of views and in- 
te;^fts with Ruflia, and which had even gone 
fome extraordinary length in the late war in bar 
favour, Ihould not have undertaken the friendly 
office of mediator ; by which means fhe would 
likewife have had an opportunity of wearing off 

that 
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that not unfounded jealoufy v^hich the porte could 
not but entertain of her late condudl. On . the 
other hand, a ftrong jealoufy had for feveral years 
fubfifted between France and Ruilia ; and their 
political interefls and regards fo much claihed 
with refpcdt to that war, that all the world 
knew, it was in a good meafure th'e apprehenfion 
of England, which prevented the houfe of Bour- 
bon from taking a decided part againft the latter, 
upon her fending a fleet to the Mediterranean. 

Whether it was that we wer^ too feeble in the 
Mediterranean to appear with any luftre in fuch a 
negotiation, the efFe6l feemed to be, that France, 
for fome time at leafl, feemed to attain the af^ 
cendant at St. Peterfburg, and the credit of Great 
Britain in that court proportionably to decline. 

By the new convention which was now figned, 
conceflions were made on both fides ; and matters 
of claim, interference, and litigation, amicably ad- 
jufled. Some conceflions were made by the porte 
with refpc6l to commerce, and fomc new regula* 
tions made in favour of its chriftian fubjedls. On 
the other hand, Ruflia relaxed in fome matters 
with refpedl to the Krimea, and the provinces bf 
Moldavia and Valakhia, and obtained fatisfadlion 
in others. The new khan of the.Tartars was ac- 
knowledged by the porte, and the apparent inde- 
pendency of the Krimea confirmed on both fides, 
The emprefs of Ruflia had an opportunity of dis- 
playing her ufual magnificence, ' by the fplendid 
VOL. II. E B prefents 
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prefents which ihe made to the french and tmkHb 
mioifiers, as well as to Stachief^ her own refideot 
at Coafiantinople ; who received the valuahle, hut 
hi other countries itaheard^of gifc^ of a tbovfiuMl 
pttlants : a kind of gift, which alio iodndea the 
hnd they culuvaie and inhabit. Upon the whol^ 
this convention feetoed to have afforded oonfider* 
able fatisfadion to both parties ; nor had any .mat- 
ter of complaint or difpute finoe ' ari&o ob either 
lide. By ihk arrangement the porte had time to 
l^reathc and to fettle its af&irs. With reaped to 
RuflUy it affbnded her leifure to direA her atten- 
tion to her oonftant objed*-*that of diijpby ing hor 
authority, by hecormog an arbiter in the pohiic 
affiiirs of Europe ; tlthooghy perhaps, the means 
of her becoming the grcateil: monarchy in the nni-* 
verfe (i^ (h^ were not already fuch) do not lie on 
the fide of Europe. 

1781. The armed neotralityy in the mean 
timcfy was difplaying its flag in all the northern 
&as ; the ruflian fquadrons vifited the coafis of the 
Mediterranean ; and commerce was efficaeioully 
proteded in every quarter. The Dutch, who had 
hefitated to enter into the naval confederacy, ibon 
repented of their fcruples. The cabinet of Lon- 
don declared war againft them. Catharine how- 
ever did not abandon them. Knowing what a 
great refoi^rce they had been to her in tb^ raifing 
of loans, and what ailiilances ihe might iiill draw 
from them^ (he offured her mediation both to them 

and 
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and to England. The Dutch accepted the prof* 
fered interference with joy ; England couM not 
decently refufe it : but \ht politics of the cabinet 
of St James's^ long jealous of the commerce of 
Holland^ found means, without offending the em- 
prefs, to render unavailing her pacific intentions : 
peace with Holland was the lafl that was iron* 
eluded. 

Great fires broke out about this time at Mofco^ 
which confumed a confiderable part of the Khitai- 
gorod, and occafioned a damage to the amount of 
three millions of rubles*. Nor was Peterlburg 
free from a vifitation of the fame nature; the fpa-* 
cious hemp warehoufes on the Vaffilli oflrof, about 
two hundred fhops, and feveral vefl^s in the har- 
bours, fell vidtims to the fury of the flames, within 
the interval of a few weeks or months. From 
this circumilance it was at firfl furmiied, that 
ibme eviUminded peribos might have purpofely 
iet fire to thefe buildings t but, after due inquiry, 
no reafbn appeared to fubfbintiate the fufpicion. 
As the {hops are all deferted towards evening, it 
fortunately happened that no lives were lofl. An- 
other misfortune was, the lofs of two rufiian fhips 
of war of the line, one qf which was- dafhed to 

* Some time before, the opera-honfe it Mofco had been burnt 
down I and, it being thronfcd in all parts^ as it was the time of 
ibe wuijlanitfuf^ or ruffian carnival, the getting oot was attended 
with great difficulty ; (eyend perlbna wexf either fuffbcated of 
bamt. 

B B 2' pieces 
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pieces againil the breakers that lie juft at the 
water's edge off the iiles d'Hicres, and the other 
on the rocks of the Krimea*. 

Notwithdanding all the pains that have been 
taken by Peter I. and his fucceflbrs for the .form- 
ing of good Ciilors, Ruflia has as yet but very few 
officers who are capable of commanding a fliip: 
and if it were not for the Dutch, the Danes, and 
above all the Englifh, her fleets could never pre- 
tend to fail out of the' Baltic. 

At the latter end of the laft year Catharine 
ifTued orders for building twelve fliips of the line 
atKherfon, and eight others, three-deekcrs, at St. 
Pcterfburg. On the completion of thefe orders, 
her marine atopunted to forty-two (hips of the 
line for. the Sakic, and twelve of the line for the 
Euxine, exclufive of frigates, gallies, bomb-veflels, 
and other arhicd fhips. 

Nothing can give a higher idea of the talents, 
capacity, and refolution of Peter I. than a compa- 
rifon between the condition in which he found the 
ruffian marine and that wherein he left it. At the 
beginning of his reign he had not a fingle fhip on 
the Baltic. His firll attempts in naval architec- 
ture were made in the ports of the Euxine ; and 

• .The former of thefe fhips was called the S/a^a Rcff^a, the 
Glory of Ruflia, commanded by Badikakof^ at prefeni vicc- 
admira) and commiflinry-general of the navy on the Baltic— Of 
tbif litter, the S/ava Ekafarh/a, the Glory of Catharine, captain 
Dl:a>ogin>f had the command. 

bv 
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by his uncommon perieverance, 'wdre crowned 
with fucceis. But no fooner was he iti poShfRon 
of Croniladt, than he prefently produced as alia* 
niftiing efFe6ls on the Baltic. ' . , 

The conftruftion of a fket in that quarter now 
forms an sera in the ruffian hiftory^ from which 
the nation, in common difcoiirie, ufually dates its 
traniadlions. But, with Peter's death, every thing 
took a different turn ; his genius and adlivity did 
not defcend to his fucceilbrs : the marine was neg- 
Ie6led ; and, at the acceilion of Catharine ^ the 
fecond, it was in (b bad a condition, that fhe had 
it almoft entirely to create anew. LikcvPeter the 
great, ihe invited feveral fhip-builders from Eng- 
land, particularly admiral Knowles; who bad 
acquired great reputation, both at home and 
abroad, for his knowledge in that art. She alio 
procured a number of able feameii from Great 
Britain, for the purpofe of inftrudting her new or 
unfkiiful failors in the art of working a fhip. Un-r 
der her, all Europe faw, with amazement, the 
rufBan eagle flying in the Archipelago, and the 
ottoman fleet at Tfcheihi^ annihilated by a fquad-^ 
ron from the north. 

Kuflia might be in pofl[efl[ion of a forcnidablo 
navy fooner than any other country, if it folely , 
depended on having the materials ; as every thing 
is found in the empire that is neceflary to the con- 
ilrudtion and equipment pf fhips. They are 
chiefly built at Cronftadt and Archangel ; at the 

£ £ 3 former 
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jbnner of which placcB Oik timber i» uftd, tod at 
the latter fir ; which it ndthor fufficicntly daiable 
fat long voyigtS) nor (hfaAtntial enough fer vcflBs 
of war. The oak made ufe of at Croniladt, and 
which oomes fitmi the provinces of-Kaaan and 
Aftrakhan, is ftr irom good, on acooant of its 
loft and poroos quality; an^^ withal, is not pre* 
pared in fuch a manner as ih^timber genoiily 
18^ in the other dock-yards of Europe,' by iettiiig 
it float for feveral years in the fea, in order to 
iiarden it, and render it fitter for working. In 
Rufiia, it is no foonor arrived at the yard, than 
the axe is employed upon it» Accordingly a ruA 
fian (hip, after fifteen years, n no longer fervice- 
lible ; and, at the end of fi? ^ imift undergo a 
thorough repair, 

The Ukraine, and the government of Mofiio, 
fumifli hemp. Timber for mails aboonds in the 
extenfive ibrefts between Novgorod and the golf 
of Finland ; and in the countries bordering on 
Poland. Fitch and tar are obtained from Vybufg. 
In ieveral provinces are iail-cloth manufadorics 
and rope-w^lkSf In a word, the magazines of St 
Feterfburg aqd Archangel ?ire fimply fupplied with 
thefe various articles, 

The ruflian marine, in the ports of the Baltic 
pnd at Archangel, confifted, towards the end of 
the year l|88, of forty-four (hips of the line^ eigb* 
teen frigates, twelve prames, and one hundrod and 
twenty-two ^lies^ 7^^ ^v'y was commanded 

by 
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by a high-admiral, who was the grand duke; a 
commander in chief of the gallies/and an admiral 
in chief of the fleet ; and laftly, fix vice and eight 
contre«-admiraIs, who a6l as conmiodore$ Of the 
Yice-admiralSy the prince of Naflau nSiegen, and 
of the contre*admirals, M. Spmdof, were the only 
ones at that time in futiAwn. In Ruflta are three 
clafles of captains : thofe of the firfl have the rank 
of brigadier ; thofe of the fecond, the rank of colo** 
Del ; thoie of the lafi, the rank of lieutenant* 
colonel. They all wear the military order of St^ 
George ; but are only knfights of tl^ fbarth clais. 
A fea-oflicer, who takes fervice in the anaoy^ ad* 
vancea two degrees. In the organizing of this 
corps^ Peter (hewed bow greatly be was interefbed 
in it^ preferring it to the land-troops : for even the 
iailors enjoy this advantJEige ; they are allowed more 
pro^ifions, and their pay is almoii double to that 
of tbe (bldiers* 

On urgent occaQons Ruilia might coi^erably 
augment her marine ; but it muft be by taking 
on a multitude of unikilful people : for potwitb* 
ftanding the progrefs which that country has made 
in maritime affairs; though in a (hort fpace of 
time (he has got a greater force at fea than the 
other northern powers; yet it may be affirmed^ 
that her navy is not nearly {o far advanced as thofe 
of the reft of Europe : with which however (he 
pretends to be upon an equal footing. Without 
the afiifiance of tbe EngUfh and Dutcb^ to wboxn 

BE 4 (he 
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coafts of the White Sea and the Frozen Ocean, 
nor yet the uninhabitable regions of Kamtfhatka. 
Laftly,. Ruffia is deftitute of experienced failors, 
and muft continue to be fo from the nature of 
her government. The vaflal, the only efFedlive 
man in this empire to brave the hardfhips of the 
fea, is fettered to the foil on which he was born, 
and the fea is the proper element only for freemen. 
In the firft war between the Ruffians ^nd the 
Turks, it was one fortunate circumftance among 
many others, that they had fo far to go to meet 
the enemy, as, on the long voyage from Cronftadt 
to the Archipelago, the officers as well as the 
failors, might gather experience. It is true, the 
government keeps eighteen thoufand failors in pay; 
but by far the greateft part of them have never 
feen fervice. A fraall number, in time of peace, 
are fent to cruife about the Baltic ; or, at moil, 
proceed fo far as till they come in fight of the 
cnglifti coaft, while others are employed in fum- 
mer to condu6l a few fhips from Cronftadt to 
Peterlburg. But this is too (hort an apprentice- ^ 
fhip for forming a body of failors, which in war 
time cannot be fupplied from the crews of mer- 
chant-fhips, for RuiFia has fcarccly any, which 
principally arifes from the fevere prohibition, with- 
out a formal pafs from the admiralty, to go out 
of the empire, A merchant who fits out a veflel 
muft firft obtain leave of the admiralty to take a 
certain number of Ruffians on board, for whofe 

return 
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iclHi'ft at flmft sncmords enter iDto ftn obngitiOD^ 
with the pemltydf m hamhsd and.fartf niblai 
each man. So that, without a breacb of the 
fendBmeotal h«t of the empffe, a namher of 
fiulois cannot he had, oa the moft preffiog oc« 
eafion, fofficient to man a large fleet. In Iboit, 
a coantrj that haa no difiant colonies^ no con- 
fidetible fiiheriea^ and not an extenfive coail, to 
make ita inhabitants ^miliar with the dangeia of 
the iea, cannot acqoire a navy wherd>]r to become 
Ibrmidable to the maritime powcn €f Europe, 

Hk)wever, with all theie defeds^ the ruffian navy 
18 fufiiciently able to cover its coaflsi to convoy its 
meichant-fliips, and to obtain reSptSt in the Baltic 
and (he Archipelago ; as that of the Tnrks is not 
better, but indeed fiur worfe than the ruffian, and 
the former is daily declining, and the latter im- 
proving. It is a great advantage for Ruffia, and 
was a ftriking infiance of the wife policy of Catha- 
rine, to keep up a good undcrftanding with the 
great markime powers, whom (he fupplies with 
materials for fhip-building, and who muft there* 
fore conciliate her friendfhip ; and the rather, as 
fhe cannot long hope to be their rival. 

The difordcrs of the ottoman empire were too 
numerous and inveterate to admit of any eiiei^ual 
remedy within the few years of uncertain peace 
that had elapfed fince the conclulion of the late 
nnibrtunate war with Ruffia. So much was to be 
doqe, that it would have re(|uired many years of 

tranquillity, 
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tranquillity, and an unremitted purfuit of the wifeft 
and nioft vigorous meafures, to have accompliftied 
the reforms that were wanting in fo many depart- 
ments of the (late, and which, to produce their 
full efFe6l, (hould have included the whole military 
and naval fyftem : the Turks having, partly through 
pride and bigotry, partly through native or habitual 
indolence, and, ilill more than all, through a fuc« 
ceiiion of weak and inactive governments, fuffered 
the weftern nations to leave them a full century 
behind, with rcfpeft to ladlics, to the conftrudlion 
and management of artillery, and to all improve* 
ments in the art of war. Their militia likewife, 
both of horfeand foot, which had been excellent in 
their inftitution, and had been farther reformed and 
much improved by the wife regulations of their 
great emperor, Solyman the magnificent^^ have 
iince been fuffered fo (hamefully to degenerate, 
that one highly and juilly diftinguifhed order of 
them has frequently proved more dangerous ta 
the (late than to its enemies ; and a great part of 
the other has of late years been more an incum* 
brance and impediment to fervice, than an arm of 
ftrength and eflle^l in the field. 

But the treaty of Kainardgi, in 1774, did not 
afford that ilate of iecurity which would have been 
neceflary for the accomplifhment of ichemcs of 
great and general reform and improvement. No 
fuch fealbn of quiet and leifure bad yet occurred ; 
nor did the prefent appearances of public affairs 

indicate 
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incllcate the near approach of it. The extraor- 
dinary fiicccfles of Rufila in the late war, and, 
ftiU more than thefe, the unexampled wcaknefs 
and ^ifordcr which fhctlifcovcred in her opponent, 
could not but enlarge Ijer views to many new and 
before unlhought-of objeds. A wide field for 
entcrprife and ambition was opened on the fide 
both of Europe and Afia. She granted prelent 
peace to her proftrate enemy.; for peace wat then, 
from many concurrent caufes, necefliuy to hetfelf. 
She fcemed to rife from a banquet of vitftory, to 
which flic mighty return, wbeoever leifurc ferved, • 
and appetite invited. It wa» <>nly her bufinefi to " 
take core tbat the fervicea fliould not bo icmored, ^ 
nor the way barred agunll her return. 

The peace was fiich as was to be expeSed from - 
the circumflances on both fides, and feemed to be 
founded on the principles we have Dated. It 
fowcd fuch numberlefs feeds of contention, tbat 
^e fucceflion of the crops could fcarcely fail 
under any management ; and the fuel for lighting 
up future wars was fo thickly fpread, that it teemed 
as if nothing lefs than the inability of both parties, 
or the deftruflion pf one, could ever bring them 
to a final conclusion. 

The peace, however, fuch as it was, was theq 
indifpenfably neeeflary to the immediate preferva^ 
tion of the turkifh empire : but, from the natijre 
of the conditions, and the never-ending train of 
confequences which they were.capable of produc* 

ing. 
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ing, could no longer be endured by the party 
a^ricved, than while fome degree of fimilar ne- 
ceHity was prevalent. We have accordingly feen, 
that within fo fmall a fpace ,of time as five years 
from the conclufion of the former bloody war, and 
notwithftanding all the difadvantages under which 
one party ftill laboured, a new war was juft upon 
the point of breaking out between the two empires, 
and was only prevented by a new treaty of pacifi- 
cation, which took place on the 21 fl: of March, 
1779, Though France had the honour of bring- 
ing about that accommodation, and though her 
interference had undoubtedly great wetight in the 
bufinefs, it is certain that Ruflia was not at that 
time by any meaijis fully difpofed to war ; and that 
neither her own internal fituation, nor the ftate 
of public affairs in Europe, .rendered it a feafon 
favourable to the accomplifhment of her defigns in 
any extenfive degree. But at all events fhe would 
not give up any material part of what fhe had 
gained ; nor, to avoid prefent inconvenience, admit 
of any fuch innovation, as might intercept her 
profpedls, and prevent, when the proper feafon 
arrived, the further profecution of her defigns. 

On the other hand, her adverfary, feeling him- 
felf wrung in every part by the conditions and 
confequences of the late peace, and fully perceiving 
that the evils and dangers already produced would, 
mflead of leflening, every day increafe, thought it 
better, without regard to comparrative efiimates 

of 
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of ibength and weaknciiy to put every thing io 
the hatard of war» than to fubrait^ without asi 
efibrt^ for the fake of a Ihort-lived fecority, to the 
filent but inevitable approach of ruin^ under the 
infidious cover of peace. The port accwdiogly 
captioufly evaded or peeviflily refufed a compliance 
with many of the conditions; and things were pro* 
ceeding faft to the laft extremity. Under thefe 
circumllances, however^ on both fidea^ the op^ 
portune mediation of France could not be an un« 
welcome relief to either : mutual conceffions were 
accordingly made^ and the afiair was patched up 
for the prefent. 

But the great fource of difcord was fiill left 
open. The pretended independency of the Krimea 
afibrded fuch an opening to Ruffia into the very 
heart of the turkifh empire^ and fuch oppcntunities 
of interference with the various mohammedan and 
chriflian ilateSy which had been more or lefs de- 
pendent on the porte in Europe and in Alia, that 
it was fcarcely poffible for any lailing tranquillity 
to fubfift between the two empires. Though the 
turkifh feas had at length been moil unwillingly 
opened to Ruilia, yet the mode and extent of that 
commerce, the regulations to which it was or was 
not to be fubjc6t, the double pailage through the 
Bofphorus and Dardanelles, whether from the 
Euxine to the Mediterranean, or from the Baltic 
and Ocean to Confiantinoplc and the Euiine, with 
the trade to the greek iilands in the Archipelago, 

and 
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and the dcfigned impediments thrown in by the 

• 

the cuilom-boufes, afTordcd all together (and all 
aggravated by the original ill-will which accom-* 
panied the conceilion) inexhauftible iburces of 
litigation and conteiL A claim made and infifted 
on by Ruflia, of cftabJifhing confuls in the three 
provinces of Moldavia^ Valakbia, and Beflarabia^ 
was exceedingly grievous to the porte; which, 
beiides, confidering them as licenfed fpies, was 
well aware, that they would bA as agents and ne-* 
gotiators widi the greek princos and inhabitants 
of the two former, who would thenceforth be in a 
conilant flate of preparation for rebellion. 

Under thefe circutnilances of continual embaipN 
raifment and apparent danger from without, the 
celebrated Haflan-^bey the capudan-pafha, (wbofo 
name, from the extent of hb capacity and the in- 
tegrity of his mannei|, mud ever be entitled to 
reiped^) was indefatigable in his endeavours to 
curb the violences, Snd to reflrain the diforderSy 
to which the late war had afforded birth and 
nurture, and which had fpread anarchy and defoU- 
tion through almoft every part of the empire- H« 
had fucceeded in thefo attempts beyond whatever 
could have been cxpe<ftcd, from the forlorn ftate 
of the ottoimin affairs at the conclulion of the 
war. He reduced, and chailifed, with « fev^rity 
which, coniidering their enormities, could not bq 
deemed illaudable, the moft powerful rebels of 
the empire : he reCcued the celebrated and beaUtir 

6 fui 
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fill province of the Morea (the ancient Pelopon- 
nefus) from the cruel invafion of the Albanians ; 
he cleared the coafts of Syria and the lefler Alia 
of thofe defpots, whofe petty wars and ravages 
had every where fpread defolation and ruin ; and 
reftored order, quite, and fecurity to thofe com- 
mercial regions. But his moft lignal fervice, and 
which abundantly fhcws (more cfpecially as he 
had not the fortune of being enlightened by a 
liberal education) his natural magnanimity,, and 
the comprehenfivenefs of his mind, was his over- 
ruling in council the defign of exterminating the 
Greeks, which had been intended as a punifhmefit 
for their dcfedlion in the late war, and to prevent 
fimilar or greater dangers in future. Not fatisfied 
with warding off that fatal blow, be obtained a 
general ^mnefty for that people, and afterwards 
took care to have it fo faithfully obferved, as is 
fuppofcd to have occafioned no fmall change in 
their difpofition. But the abilities and exertions 
of that great commander and minifter could only 
reach to the corre6lion of fome of the moil glaring 
and immediately dangerous enormities. 

Notwithftanding the treaty of pacification fo 
lately concluded, differences again ran high, fo 
early as the commencement of the year 1781, be- 
tween the porte and the court of Peterfburg, upon 
the fubjedl of admitting ruffian confuls in the three 
provinces already mentioned ; the former indeed 
willied rather to evade, than abfolutely to refufe 

a compliance. 
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a compliance, and is faid to have defcended fb. 
far as to write to count Panin^ requefling that his 
court would not infift on a mcafure^ which was Co 
exceedingly irkibme to the grand fignbr himfelf, 
as well as to the divan. This fbllicitation did not 
produce the dciired effedt : and Stachief, the ruf* 
lian ininiiler at the porte^ ilill continued to infifl: 
that that bufinefs ihould be immediately fettled , 
obferying, that, his court made ne new claims ; 
that they only demanded a compliance with a 
pofitive article of the late treaty^ and^ with reipedt 
tQ that^ they Would not relax a tittlic. 

The death of the grand vizir^ in the month of 
February 178i> afforded an opportunity to the 
capudan*paiha of fucceisfully urging bis great 
influence with the emperor, in procuring Yfcd 
Mehemet, the governor of £rzerum> whom he 
knew to be a man of, ability^ to be appointed his 
fucceflbr. . As it was about two months before the 
new grand vizir could arrive to take poileilion of 
his ofElce^ it was filled by the capudan-'pafha in the 
interim. 

After long difputes, many peremptory demands^ 
and fome haughty anfwers, which feemed to in- 
dicate another termination, the turkifh miniflers, 
more from a {tnCc of the inability of the ilate of 
war, than from pacific difpofitions, found it ne<- 
celiary, towards the clofe of the year 1781, not only 
to give up the point of debate, with refpedl to 
the confuls, but to fubmit to the degrading con- 
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ceflion of facrifking the reis effendi*^ ^ho is the 
mmificr for foreign affairs, and on* whom it was 
now thought proper to charge all paft dffficutnes, 
as welt as tbofe fpirited replies which bcid given fo 
much offence to Ruilia. He being accordingly 
depofed, i formal diploma was pafled, acknow-. 
ledging and receiving Laikarof as con(uUgeneraI 
of Ruilia, with liberty of refiding (which had be- 
fore been a matter of much debate) at Bokharefl, 
Yafl^, or whetisvef other ^ part of the three pro- 
▼inqes he might think neccflary. 

This conceffion, however mortifying, produced 
but a (hort-lived effc6t. New troubles were con- 
tinually breaking forth Ofti the fide ofthc Krimea; 
and the two courts of Conftantinople sod Petcrf- 
burg were as conflantly embroifedjn their c6n(e- 
<]uences. Sahrm-Gueray, the khan who had been 
placed over the Tartars of that peninfula by the 
power and influence of Ruflia, whether through 
defect of fpirit, or cxcefs of gratitude, made a 
more oftentatious difplay of his attachment, and 
even vaflalage, than was fuitcd either to his cha- 
racler as khan, or to that of the people whom he 
pretended to govern ; nor was it entirely con- 
fident with the boarted difmtereftednefs of that 
court, which had dildaimed all views upon the 
Krimea, excepting the luppofed eftabliftiment and 
fupport of its independency. He even defcended 

* Etfcniii is a title of honour, bcftowed on pcrfons confidcrtd 
as dcferving rcfpe(5l. 

fo 
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fo far as to accept a captain's commiffion in the 
emprcfi's body guards. 

Tbeie things were ill to be borne by a high* 
fpirited people^ who had in all ages confidered li- 
berty as the moft invaluable o( human bleffings. 
The means ufed by Buffia to gain a ilrong party 
in the country, to fupport thehr khan, could only 
reach to a limited portion of the people ; but g 
gr^ majority were highly diflatisfied at thefe pro* 
ceedings^ and wiihed to be again governed by their 
own princes^ in thehr own way. They likewiii^ 
preferred a connedion with the Ottomans^ with 
whom they had been fo long united^ who were of 
the fiirae religion, and in conjun&ion with whom 
they had partaken of fo much glory and (poil in 
war, than with a nation, which, befides being 
chriftian, they had, been in the habit, through 
many ^es, of regarding either with contempt ot 
enmity. 

The difcontented party were encouraged and 
fupported by the Tartars of the Kuban, as well as 
the Nogais, and even by fome of the more diftant 
nations or tribes of that people, who could not 
but be alarmed at the manner in wbi^h Ruffi^ was 
fpreading her influence and authority on all fides, 
^ud apprebenfive of becoming viiSiims to her power 
and defigns in their turn. Nor will it be imagined 
that the porte itfelf did not iecretly encourage the 
ill difpofition of this people to Roffia and to her 
khan ; efpecially as fhe did not prevent fevcral of 

F p 2 her 
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her mohimiiiedan fubjedts, indie afiadc boaotries 
bordering on the Euxine^ irtm taking an open 
and aQive part in the enluing tnmbles of the 
Krimea. 

The calanrities brought on by the dreacffiil fire 
(perhaps unexiAfnpled in* hi^ory) which broke out 
in the city of Oonftantiitopley were Kttle cakolated 
to encourage the flate to undertake^ or to enable 
it to maintain a war ; at the iame time that the 
caufes for war were multiplying, and ita appear* 
anoe8> on more fides than one, fiiilicientTy menac- 
ing. The troubles in the Krimea were rifen to 
their utmoft pitch. The revolted Tartars had 
eleAed a new khan. A civil war enfued. That 
beautiful and lately populous country became a 
Ibene of deiblation and blood. Sahim-Grueray was 
worfted, and his party at length reduced almofl 
lo nolhing. This was the very ftate of things 
which Rulfia undoubtedly wi(hed, and had all 
along fought for. She had now a pretence for 
tirmling her forces into the Krimea, to fiipport what 
Ihc rcprelented as the real prince, againft rebels 
ami an ufurper. The confequences were eafily 
forffern. The Tartars, torn to pieces among 
lh<intVlves, notwithftanding the aid they received 
llodi without, were little able to withfiand the 
H|(> lUr forces and unabating exertions of the Ruf- 
In thefe circumftances they turned their 
lad dire^Sted all their hopes to the porte, as 
refuge. 

1 " At 
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At the fame time the court of Peterfburg highly 
refented the condud of theporte, to which it at- 
tributed all the troubles of the Krimea. It charged 
them with fomenting the difcontents, and being 
the author of the revolt in that country ; with fufw 
fering and encouraging their fubjedls in Natolia to 
take a diredland adlive part in the war; and with 
inftigating other tartar tribes and nations both to an 
interference in thofe troubles, and to commit many 
irregularities elfewhere, particularly on the fide of 
Caucafus. Strong remonftrances on thefe fub- 
jcAs were backed by the .march of ruffian armies 
towards the frontiers, by the forming of maga- 
zines, and by all the preparations for war. Similar 
meafures were neceflarily adopted on the other 
fide ; fo that a rupture between the two powers 
fccmcd inevitable. 
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Substance nf thi Iviktx hefijinn thi Cmrt'i 9f'?ix\t.w\i%A j 
usi/BfRLIn, ral'ifitd ihe \y.h Bf A}r\l x-fii,. • ' 

JDV anidci i and z. a treaty of dcfenfive alliance, and a i 
rual guiantce, art agreed to, after refcrving ibe liberiy of e 
eluding other treaties not contrary lo tlie ptrTem. 

3—9, In cafe of a foreign attack, ten ihotifand infiiwry an4 j 
two thouTand cavalry arc promifed, thnee moniha after theliift \ 
Tc^uiGcion, to t>c continued till a ceflaiion of hoililiiici. Il'iiiett 1 
betrotfufficieni, means to be concerted to employ addiiimal foroci J 
The troops to be ]>ajd, and furnilhed with ammnnition, bv (Ikt fl 
party affifting ; provifion* and quarters to be fumiflied by the i/Ii | 
filted. The troops to receive ordcn from theii own genual, and*-, 
to have their own religion ^nd law;. 

10. No peace, &c. to be coneladcd nithont mittnal confenr. 

1 1. In Ciife of war on the part of ihc affifting party, it Ihall 
be exempted from furnithing its qiiotij ot (hall be at liberty t 
wiliidraw its force!, after two monthi' notice, 

1 1. A free commerce between the two ftatet. 

13, 14. The treaty to be in force eight year*, and renewable 
brfoTf the expiration, according to cirtumtl.intes. Ralilicaiiuna 
to be exchanged in fix weclci. 

^ a IJecret article tt is en^gcd to maintain Poland va in right 
of a free elcftion, and to prevent all hereditary fuccclEon. 

F 1- * No. 
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No. n. 

MnttmiAt, »/ lb* Fobti, Jtli<otrtJ^a March 1764* M tbt 
FoKBiCN MiHliTiU Mt ibat GursT, i> nlaium to tbtfmUm 
EUaioH cf a King 8/ Poland. 

AKIC&BLI MIMOKUL. 

NOTICE lui bccR Iitdy given to the ambiilkdan ow fricnd*,- 
tbat it was the intention of the SubliiDc Porte, that the anckm 
libertiu of the coun of Poland (hmM not be encroacbed upon bf 
foteign coum ; that the king of Poland, who U to be fet d[^ 
fhould be elcfted and eflablilbed in the perfon of a native, at hf • 
the concnncnce of the republic of Poland ; and that no foretgno' 
Ihould be made king. Yet advices received from divers [Jacei 
import, that there is room to think, that diRoibancet atenufedin 
Poland in order to get a perfon let by force on the polilh ihnxie, 
who it fupported by certain powen. Though we are not quite 
perfuaded of the reality of thefe advices, a memorial has been de- 
livered to each of the miniAers of Ruflia, Germany, and Piufia, 
impertingi that ai the Sublime Porte lakes it to be hooourable to 
inaintainandfupporttbeancieRttibeTtiet of the Poles; and at the 
bme So1>liiDe Porte does not cramp the elcAion that ongbt to be 
made of a king in the perfon of a native of the country ; the Sob. 
lime Porte therefore dcfirei, that the other powers will tikcmfe do 
honour to the liberties of the Poles, and that ihey will not c^ipofe 
the elcAion of a king in the perfon of fuch Ptaft (native) as the 
Poles may judge eligible. In confeqaence, this notice is given 
to the ambaOadon out friends. 



No. III. 



PiOTtiT agaliifl tht Polish Diet affcmlUifsr ih ElfSiiJi of a 
Kitg, Jraiun up atidJigntJ the -^tb May 176., tj ttutnty St- 
wattri : te tubith Pnteji farij.Jkit huKciai afurtuardt fignti 
an Aa ef Adhirrnct. 

■ I. THE diet cannot be held in prcfcncc trf" the foreign troopi 
that furround the axj. 

1. The 
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3« The feurton did not engage the Ruffians to come; thej 
gave no thanks fat their bebg fent, and have not any way givai 
Qccafion for their arrival* 

3« The Ruffians have committed an afi of violence in Lit]% 
aQia> by favouring a pernicious confederacy made for difturUxq^ 
the public tranquillity. 

4. It is againft all juftioe, that in the memorial of the Ruffian 
miniftersi delivered to the primate the 4th inftant, the troops 
of the crown are accu&d of having meddled in the dietines and 
other public adls* 

5. It is by the unjuft proceedings of the iame foreign troops^ 
that the general dietine of Pruffia has proved ^dxmive; and thii 
is another motive for protefting agabft this diet. 

6. All good patriots, who love juftice, are invited toaniae 
for the fupport of liberty. 

At the end of this manifefto there is an adhefion to thepioiefti 
of the ienatorsy figned by forty .five nuncios* 



No. IV. 



J DiSCOU&SB addrejfed hy his PoLISM MajeSTT U the PaiMcr 
Primate and the Marshal of the Dtit, in the Cathedral •/ 
Warsaw, *when he received the Diploma of his Eleiflon^ and 
took the Oath ufualonthat Oecafion, 

IT was not my defign to fpeak in public at this time ; but, in 
prcfenting me with the diploma of my eledlioni th^t folemn to# 
ken of the nauon's love, you, Mr. Marechal, have exhorted the 
fovereign to fpeak to his people. Thefe words of your difcourfe 
oblige me to fpeak, and to difcover the feelings that paffi^d within 
me, when the moment approached of taking the oath by whicbl 
have now bound myfelf in your prefencr . Nay, I am even re« 
joiced that I have now an occaiion of (hewing you, Mr. Mare- 
dial, together with the fenators and ftates of the icpubtic, xay 
real fentiments, that thus you may judge whether my views, prin^. 
ciples, and adions, will in any wife tend to fatisfy your dcfires^ 
and to accompUih your hopes. 

When, 
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taft kingifoin deigned to eonfisr upen their equill iIk Hpitf of 
monarch, I bowed my head with the moftptofound we£fk£k m nu 
wring thk pfeeieiB inark of. the fmmr, iifactcf , and onanifliicy 
0^ cUs gneat f«ople* 

After ray eledion, the impulfe of gratitude, led me to the fimci 
tmiy to py miy iiomagc to the Kingof kipg^» faecaHfe it ii tivre 
diat he is moiepemliariy pleafcd with die tofadte of fnonals* 
Andoow that'IamagaixioiUed to.theiaaeiin6faiary,irafpeaK> 
ed to me, while I was approaching to it, that I wa» called befiaa 
the thfooe ef him who governs die miTeife; aadprefideroter the 
aonrfe of the leyolTing ages. At this thought I was filled with 
awe ; my veins. alfi» trembled when I was obliged to praooaaoe 
tfaatintvocafaie eogi^efBent, m confequeoce of which the honsur 
and profperity of the polilh nation, and the fafety and happinefs 
ff the jMbiriduab that coaycfe it, aie coBwnitted to the troftof 
one man ; and I feel fo much die more the weight of this ioqiCMrt. 
ant trufl, in that I have-long (hared with yon the calamities that 
flow from that want of order, union, and vigour, that has clouds 
ed the luftre of this once glorious and flooriihing kingdom. I ac- 
knowledge that, in that folemn moment, a difcouraging view of 
the obligations I was goinjg; to contrafl, and a confcioufnefs of 
my own infufficicncy and weaknefs, made the deeped impreflion 
upon me ; I was feized with a A)rt of terror i my voice loft its 
vfual tone, my tongue faltered, and the words of the regal oath, 
though dear to my heart, which acquicfces in them pcrfedly, 
could not find an utterance : but when I turned ray eyes to you, 
Mr. Primate, when I heard you repeat the words of the oath, I 
eould not heboid you in any other light than as the minifter of 
the Moft High, and therefore thought it my duty to fubmit to 
your guidance. Since the clamours of difcord and party-hatred 
have been reduced to filencc by your venerable prefence ; fince a 
multitude of tongues, which fpoke each a di&rent iangizage, have 
become all of a fudden, as It were by a miracle, tke unanimous 
echoes of yours; you muft certainly be filled with the Holy Spi- 
rit, that fpirit of power, wlfdom, aud truth. Hitlicrto you have 
been my guide. Be fiill my kind aihflant and couniellor. Con- 
tinue to cheri(h and keep alive the zeal and attachment of thofe 
loyal hearts which your goodne^ and humanity gained over to 
my caufe. L^t youi wITdom and i^efc^^icn concur with my bcA 

endeavour 
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cndetTOur to bold with dignhf; and immage with predenoe, the 
brim of gpvtnmutt, at which you have been diargcd bf the. 
nation to phor me. As the nuurihal of the diet faai been joined 
with jaa in this commiffioni bodi tndinacion and doty oblige me 
to addrefs myielf to him alfo on this oecafion. 

Yoiidtfire«ie tofpeak, iir^ and it is with the otmoft plea&re 
^t I comply with this defire. I thereby have an opportunity 
of declaring that Hove and honour your perfon, your virtues, and 
your talents. This dederation is not the efie^'Of that warm gnu 
titnde that impels me to (peak to you at this time; it is the ef« 
fo^ of a long obiervation of thofe qualities which have produced 
one fruit ; and may that fruit always prove agreeable to our dear 
eootttry ! You, fir, are called to appear before the thfoney^ as the 
reprefentative of that fpirited «id rerpe6bible nobility^ whtdi 
commands me to govern the republic according to the laws ; and 
it is natural, that I fhould be defirous of employing the good o& 
fices of one whofe perfon is fo agreeable, and whofe teftimony ia 
(b weighty as yours, to aflbre that nobility of the fincerity of my 
refolutions and intentions with refped to that important obje6t« 
Tdl that nobility, that it is my fixed purpofe to em^oy the re* 
mainder of my days, anid all the means and opportunities that it 
(hall plea£s the Divine Providence to place within the attest of 
my power, in anfwering the expedatlons of my dear countrymen : 
but at the fame time exhort them, conjure them, to lend their 
xeakMM fuccours to a fovereign who has their happineft and pfoC 
perity deejay at heart, and who will never aim at any other ob» 
jeft than the public good. Where is the peribn that does not ftt, 
and alfe feel, the diforders and calamities under which tlie nation 
labours ? A difmsd experience points out too pUinly the pemid* 
oos fource whence thefe calamities flow, Self-intercft and envy 
have produced difbord, and thus thrown all things into confufioo« 
A fpirit of fiidUon has perplexed our councils, and thus rendeiid 
impotent the natural inftruments of ourfaiety and of our glory ; 
and thofe treafures that ought to have been employed in ma i ntaii w 
ing the vigour and fplehdoor of this republic, are become the prey 
of that fatd luxuiy, who(^ pernicious eflle^ls increafe from day to 
day. Let our onion then heal thofe calamities, which ail othet 
means will be infuScient to remove I You know by experienot, 
that a few tools of daion can deftroy with more fi^ility than the 
majority can build. Let emulation, that ufefid riftue, tint fceaii 

6 
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to border upon envyi from which neverthdds itdiftn eztifmely, 
animate our eflS)rts. Let vs all run the noble race of patnoofin, 
and endearoar to forpafs one anothbr, in aiming at true merits 
and propofing to oarfelres no other glory but that which is ac 
quired by ferving our country. But to what will amount the de« 
fires and the projcds of feeble mortals, if they are not (econded by 
him whoTc word commands nations and empires to rife or fidl ? 
Great God! whofe hand has raifed me to the high ftation I now 
fiU, thou doeft nothing in rain. Thou haft given me the crown; 
and thou haft given me with it an ardent defire to reftore this 
kingdom to its former profperity and grandeur. Finiih, therefore, 
thy own work ! Let my prayer arife to the throne of thee, by 
whom kings reign ! Infpire the hearts of this people with that 
veal fiur the public that fills mine ! 



No. V. 



Copt 0/m DtClk%xr\oyt MiiereJex the ^h of Non;emher \^S6l 
to /i&rKiNC av^Republtc 0/ Poland, By Mr. Weouchtow, 
th BRXTiiH Minister at Warsaw, i» behalf tf the Dissi. 
nrNTS cf that K'tngdcm. 

HIS britannic majcfty, ever excited by rcafonable defires of 
preceding by all methods the chriftian protcftants, efpecially thofc 
whi\ by vinue of particular conventions, have a right to cxpeft 
his aififtance, tinds himfclf obliged to repeat his prefling reprefcn- 
tations in favour of that oppreiTed part of the pdiih nation, known 
by the name of DitTnients ; wherefore the underiigned, in con- 
f>rmi(y to frefh orders from the king, his moft gracious fovireigTi, 
Kas the honour to rrprcfcnt to you, lir, and to the republic of Po- 
land* that his britannic majcdy, befides the many folid motives 
^' 1; \tior and humanity', which give him reafonto hope for a hap. 
yi uiA'vfs i^l'the prefcnt nt'gotiations relative to this affair, firj- 
^f;; hittuc«f *.i^n*.pcllcci, by a ftric^ alliance with the courts of Pc- 
« ><.ry. Pcrtin, and Copenhagen, to intereft himfelf in behalf of 
.^ I\Mdeti(s, in ail the forms of bw, aini in quality of guarantee 
1^ :iW iwatv of peace of OHva, h iihes that, in the prcfent diet, 
but unhappy pan of the polilh fubjecls may be re. 

eftablifhcd) 
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cftablifhcd, as members of the ftate, in the poiTeffion of their 
lights and pmrileges, as well as in the peaceable enjoyment of 
their mode of worfliip, which every one knows belonged to 
iheni before the iigning of the faid treaty of Oliva. At the 
fame time his britannic majefty confiden how great is the con* 
nedion between the intereils even of the republic and the juftice 
of this affair, as well as the fundamental laws of the kingdomrc 
laws which were not only obferved for two centuries, but re- 
newed by treaties with the northern powen, fo folemn, that they 
do not permit the leaft alteration to be nnderuken, unlefs with 
the general confent of the contrading parties. For theie ctofes 
his britannic majefty, filled with confidence of the equity and 
penetration of his poliih majefly, who, from the beginning of 
his reign, has given fo many teftimonies «f zeal for the happi* 
nefs of mankind, and of love towards the adminiftration of 
juftice in the republic, has not the) leaft doubt that his juft de- 
iires will no longer be oppofed by references to inefficacious con« 
ftitutions, eftablilhed in the roidft of inteftine troubles, contra* 
di^ed by the formal proteftations and exprefs declarations on the 
part of foreign powers. 

Although the rights and privileges of the Difiidoits are 
founded on a do(5lrine, whofe principles of charity and benevo* 
lence make it chara^riftical of c^^riftianity ; and the divinity of 
its inftitutor, who firft preached it, renders it ftill lefs.a matter 
of doubt ; yet it u this religion, of which the exercife is did 
turbed, and of which its profeffors are excluded from all honour* 
able employments, and deprived of all means of fer ving their 
country* Neverthelefs, their rights and privileges have been 
confirmed to them by many ordinances of the kingdom, fettled 
by fo many treaties, fupported on foundations fo facred and fo 
evident to the eyes of all nations, that the underfigned minifter 
of a monarch who preferves towards the republic the fincereft 
(ientiments of friendfhip, and of inclination to give proofs of 
them on every occafion, flatters himfelf, that the mediation of 
the king his mafter will produce the efieds which he may na^ 
turally promife himfelf; that the wifdom of the nation aflembled 
will afford a remedy to the evils which rend the flate, and op* 
prefs the Diffidents ; and that, with regard to things ecdcfiaftical 
and civil, they may be re.eftabliihed in the fituation they were 
in before the treaty of OUva. As to the reft| the fincete wiihes 

of 
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<A bis britaanic oiajcfty for the glory of the lung of Pdand^ and 
|br the proTpcrity of the rcpaUici are fo notorioott that it wonU 
be ufelcfs to give fieih afliirancet of them. In the neanwhik, 
the iindcrfigned cannot avoid reiterating them^ aa an iooootdU 
JlUe proof of their reality. 

(Signed) WROUGHTON* 



NO.VL 

JIh LiTTim ffm the Kivo of Pau$iiAj mentUmed vol. L 
nuat touched im the following terms : 

9 

MaDAM> MY SISTUL, 

I MUST begin by thanking your iaiperial majefty (at the 
iavonr yoo have conferred upon ne ia the coaummicatioii of year 
work on legidation. Permit me to fay, tint it is a. bofinda 
which has bad but few examplea in the world ; and I may ven« 
tnre lo add» madan, that your imperial majcfty b the SA tm^ 
prefs who has made fuch a prefent as that which I have juft now 
received. The antient Greeks, who were all appretiafioas of 
merit, in their deifications of great men, afligned the hsk place 
to legidators, whom they deemed the true benelaflors of the 
human race. They would have placed your imperial majefty be- 
tween Lycurgus and Sdon. 

I made it my firft duty, madam, to read the excellent work 
which your majefly has vouchfafed to compoTe ; and, tldit I 
might keep my mind free from all prepofieffion, I confidered it as 
coming from a well-known pen. I confefs to you^ madam, that 
I was charmed, not only with the principle of hnmanity and 
gentlenefs that give birth to thefe laws, but alfo with the order, 
with the afTociation of ideas, with the aneonnnon cleamefs and 
preci£on that reign in this work, and the immenfe variety of 
knowledge diiferoinated throughout. 

I put myfclf, madam, in your place, and I iounediately per* 
ceived that every country demands particular confidetaitioas, 
which require the legiilator to comply with the genius of the 

nation, 
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nation, in the fame manner as the gardener accommodates him- 
fclf to his foil. There are dciigAS which your imperial majeftjr 
is fatisfied with pointing put, and on which jrour prudence pre« 
vents you from infixing. In a word, madam, though | am not 
thoroughly acquainted with the genius of the people whom you 
govern with fo much glory, I fee enough of it to perfuade me, 
that if they govern thcmfclves by your laws, they will be the 
happieft nation in the world ; and fince your imperial majefty it 
defirous of knowing all that I think on that matter, I deem it 
a duty Incumbent on me to tell it naturally. 

It is, madam, that good laws, formed on the principles that 
you have traced out, will require lawyers for their being put in 
cxecutiop in your vail domains; and I think, madam, thgt, 
after the good you have juil been doing in legiflation, you have 
another boon to grant, which is, the inftitution of an academy 
of law, for the education of perfons defl^ned for the bar, as 
well judges as advocates. However fimple the feveral laws may 
be, cafes of litigation, cafes complicated and obfcure, will ari(e, 
in which it will be neceilary to draw up truth from the weO^ 
which require expert advocates and judges to unravel them. , 

This, on my honour, is all that I have to fay to your imperial 
majefty, unlefs it be, madam, that this eflimable monument of 
your labor aini your adlivity, with which you condefcend to 
truft me^ (hall be preferv^d as one of the choxcefl pieces in my 
library. Were there any thing, madam, capable of augment* 
ing my admiration, it would be the benefit you have herein be- 
llowed upon your immenfe people. 

Accept, with your a^cuftomtd goodnefs, the aifurances of the 
high cooiideration with which I am. 

Madam, my filler, 
Your imperial majefly's good brother and ally, 

(Signed) FREDERIC. 



Ko. 
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No. vir. 

Copt 9/ m Littir of her Imperial Majestt ef all tie 
RuttlAS, to hit Excetiency Count VladiMIK OrloPj DinS^ 

of the Academy of Sciences at PETERSBURG. 

Mom. Count Orlop, 

HAVING been informedy that in the fummer of the year 
1 7691 the planet Venus will pafs over the fun, I write yoo this 
letter, that you may acquaint the academy of fciences on my 
part, I . That it is my pleafure that the academy (hoold procure 
the obfervations to be made with the utmoft care ; and that I 
defire, in confequence^ to know, 2. which are the moft ad van* 
tageoudy fituated places of the empire that the academy has 
deflined for this obfervation ; to the end that, in cafe it (hodd 
be neceflary to ere6l any buildings, workmen, &c. may be fent, 
and proper meafures be taken* 3. That if there be not a fo£- 
cient number of aftronomers in the academy for completing the 
obfervations in the places pitched upon by the academy, I pro- 
pofe, and take upon me to (ind out> among my marine fubjcdsi 
fuch asi during the interval between the prefent tune and the 
tranfit of Vcnos, may be perfcftcd in the habit of obferving un- 
der the eyes of the profcffors, fo as to be employed to advantage 
in this expedition, and to the fatisfadlion of the academy. You 
will, Mr. Count, tranfmit me the anfwer of the academy, with 
it4 full opinion about every thing above, that I may give orden 
fc»r the whole without lofs of time. 

CATHARINE. 

Msfc9y ^ March 1767. 



C 'pv of a Letter /r<7OT M. Ramofsky, of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences at Petersburg, to Mr, Short, of the Royal Society 
eif London. 

SiK, 

i EXPECTED your letter impatiently, and received it the i|th 
of Odober, Wc were fomcwhat in doubt as to our anfwering 

the 



tlic views of oUr (bvcreign, tiU the arrival of yout letter, which 
diffipated our uncafinefs in rcfpcft Of the inftruments. Judge 
yourfelf, fir, how fatisfadlory it v/as to us to underftand that yoU 
would take upon you to procure us the neceifary indrumentSi and» 
moreover, to give Us your advice how to proceed fuccefsfully in 
this important obfcrvation. 

1 thank you, fir, in the name of the academy, and on my 
account efpecially, hoping a more favourable occafion of teftify- 
ing my obligations. At prcfent, I refer to your judgment the 
meafures the academy has taken with relation to the tranfic of 
Venus. 

Purfuant to her imperial majefty's Orders, in jsl letter to hit 
excellency count Vladimir Orlof, dircftor of tlie academy, the 
copy whereof I herewith fend you ; the academy having repre^ 
fcnted, that the propercit places in the ruffian empire for the ob«» 
fervatioA of the duration of the tranfit, arc Kola and the part« 
near it, and for the exit, the borders of the Cafpian-fea, has 
bcfeeched her majcfty to be pleafed to fend two obfervers to the 
north, and two off the Cafpian. The ftations named by tlie 
academy are Kola, Solowetlkoi monadir, Aftrakhan, and Oren* 
burg* The emprefs, in accordance to the reprefentations of the 
academy, apprehenfive of the precarious ftate of the weather, at 
the end of May, at Kola ar^ thereabouts, has been pleafed to 
diftribute four other obfervers among thofe quarters* . The aca^ 
demy, availing itfelf of the high protedion her imperial majefty 
has deigned to extend to this enterprife, has deterniined one to 
Yakutik, where the duration will not be two and a-half lefs than 
atJCola, Torneao, and Cajaneburg. 

Mr. Wargentin has informed me, that Mr. Mallet of Upfal Ic 
preparing for Torneao, and Mr. Planmann for his former Cajane- 
burg; fo that this country will be fo fccure in fuch a multiplicity 
of obfervers, that it may be well hoped that fome ila^ion or other 
^m not fail of afibrding a complete obfenralion of this phaenO' 
inenon* 

St. Peterfburg, ajd Oftober I767# 
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Makifktob/'/A* GiAND SieNloKi tsneeniiig tie Waritdarti 
by bit Highness aga'sHJi the Ekpkbss of Rouli, dtlt-uered tbe 
30lb b/ Oilaber 1767, la the FoKEICK MiNISTBM Tefidtng at 

■ CoNSTANTINOFl.e. 

IT may clearly be fcen by what follows, that the Sublime 
PoTtc hai &n&ly obferved the articles of the peace eftablilhed 
between this empire and the court of Ruffia, who, on the oon- 
trary, has infringed them in many inllances. 

The court of Rullia, againft the faith of treaties, has not de. 
filled from building various fortrefles on the frontiers of the two 
fiates, and has provided them with troops and ammunition. 
. In the year 1177 (or 1763), on the death of Auguftiuthe 
thirdi king of Poland, the republic of Poland, intending, ac. 
cording to the fyflcm of (he polifh liberty, to proceed to the 
eleflion of a king, the court of Rullia fei up for a king a private 
|)olifh officer, in whofe family there had never been any king, 
and to whom loyalty was not becoming 1 and has, by fiding 
with ihis king, intraded on and traverfed, againfl the will of 
the republic, all the af&irs of the Pbles, The Porte having 
given notice of this to ihc ruffian refident, he declared that ihe 
republic of Poland having requited a certain number of troops 
to proteA its own liberty, lix ihoufand horfe and one thoufand 
kozaks were granted for that purixifc, who had neither cannon 
nor ammunition wii!) them, and iverc to be under the command 
of the republic, and that there was not a fingle rulTian foldier 
above that number in Poland. Yci, when he was alVcd, forae 
time after, why the court of Ruliia had fent rnorc troops into 
Poland, and why violenrc had beco ufed or theeleflbn of Poni- 
aiot'sky, fon of one of the gratulces of Poland, the faid refident 
allured, by a writing figr.cd wii!i his hand, that his court had 
not decbred for any |x'ifon, nor Iiad ever made ufe of violent 
means for the elision of any one whaifoevcr. Notwithftandii>g 
ihisaffurance and declaration, the court of Rulfiahas been con- 
tinually fending troops, cannon, and iunmuniiion, under the 
command pf its own generals, who continued to attack the 
polifh libeny, and put to death thofe who refufed to fubmii to 
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ilie j^rfon that thcmfelves had not cleclcd for their king, and 
who was not the fon of a king ; dripping them, with clamour 
and violehcCy of their goods and eftatcs. Such a condutfl being 
produ^ive of confufion in the good order of the Sublime Porre> 
he was given to underftand that, according to the tenor of the 
articles of the old and new imperial capitulations, the court of 
Ruflia muit order her troops to evacuate Poland ; this the faid 
refidcnt promifed by feveral memorials figned ; but this promife 
has not been fulfilled. In the meantime, the Sublime Porte re- 
ceived advice, that fome ruflian troops had been fent to Balta^ 
(one of the muffulman frontiers) with fome artillery, and had un- 
expededly attacked the muiTulmans, and maflacred upwards of a 
choufand perfons, men, women, and children. 

The Sublime Porte, having again demanded fatisfad^ion from 
the court of Ruilia for this outrage, which, againft the tenor of 
treaties,' had been committed with artillery ; and the khan of 
Krimea having alfo demanded fatisfadlion for the fame, the faid 
Court denied the faft, alleging that the Haydamacks had done 
fome damage, but that care would be taken to punifh them ; 
although it is notorious that the Haydamacks never make ufe of 
cannon nor bombs in their irruptions. The Sublime Porte, not- 
withilanding, ftill peHiftcd in requiring fatisfadion for fuch a 
conduct, and ftill demanded the reafon why the court of Ruflia 
would not, thefe three years paft, withdraw its troops from Po- 
land, fince the articles of the treaty, concluded in 1133 ( 719)^ 
and that of 1 152 (1738), ftipulatc, " That as often as any event 
(hall happen capable of diflurbing the perpetual peace of the two 
empires, they fhould proceed ipfofailo to the means of terminat- 
ing them in an amicable manner;" neverthclefs the outrages and 
devallations at Balta have been denied, and the punilhment of 
tho(e who had the boldnefs to be guilty of them has been poU- 
poned and even negleded. The filencc itfelf of the ruflian refi- 
dcnt, who having been invited to come to the Porte to anfwer 
for this proceeding, and to declare what his court meant by dill 
keeping its troops in Poland, proves the infradlion of the treaty. 
At laft he was afkcd definitely, whether, according to the an- 
cient and new treaties which fubfiil between the two empires, 
the court of Ruflia would defill from meddling with the nffairs 
of Poland, under pretence of guarantee and promife ; he replied, 
that his full power was limited, and that he could not anfwer 
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thercupODi fince that article was known to his coart onljr. SucK 
a behaviour plainly demonftrates that the above-mentioned power 
thinks proper to take upon itfelf the infraction of treaties : there* 
.fore it iSf that the illuftrious doctors of the law have giTen by 
/t^ras (or legal fcntcnces) their anfwers, that, ** acceding ta 
the exigency of juftice> it was nccciTary to make war a^iinft 
the Mofcovites:" an opinion that has been unanimoufly con- 
iirmed. Thus the arreft of the faid rcfiJent being become ne. 
i^flary, we give by thefc prefents notice to all the powen of 
Europe, that the faid refident (hall be guarded in the caftle of 
the Seven Towers ; and that, during the whole time that thi» 
tranfadion has lafted, the Sublime Porte has doxie nothing that 
might break the friendihip, nor any thing contrary to the arddet 
•f the treaties concluded betWeen the two empires. Sec, 

The Declaration of the Imperial Court of Russia to the 
Courts of Europe ufon the Arreft ef its Mtntfter refideut Mi 
Constantinople, 

HER imperial majeily, in taking a part in the traniaAions 
of the republic of Poland, as humanity on one fide, and the 
obligations of • her crown on the other, had prompted her, was 
ao Icls careful to condu^ herfelf in fuch a manner at not to give 
any umbrage to a jealous and powerful neighbour ; every part of 
her condu^ was public ; and (he had like wife a particular atten- 
tion to communicate in confidence to the ottoman Porte her re« 
folutions upon every flop (he took, and the condudl (he intended 
to oblerve, till the jx:ace and tranquillity of that kingdom was 
entirely re-eftabliflicd. But the enemies te the peace of thefe 
two empires were not wanting to blacken at the Porte all the 
anions of Iier imperial majefty, and to fow there the feeds of 
difcord by the mod falfc imputations. The Porte, reftrained by 
the upright condud the court of Rudia continued to maintain 
towards them, liilcned, but it was with caution, to the calamny 
that was fprcad. Some attention to the affairs of Poland, and 
an impartial examination of wliat Ruflia had done, compared 
with the overtures made by that court at the Porte, had difpeU 
led all fuTpicion, and the public tranquillity feemed to be no 
more threatened. The common enemies, however, repeated 
their infmuations with more rage and audacity than ever^ to 
impofe upon the credulity of the turkiih nationj and infiifed a 
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fpirit of difcontcnt among them, which called for the notice of 
govynment ; for it had forced its way even into the feraglio. 
The change in the mlniftry, brought about by thefc events, 
foon produced a revolution in the fyftem of peace, equally dear 
to both nations. The new vizir, upon his advancement, imme^ 
diately fent for Mr. Obrclkoi, her imperial majefty's reddent at 
the Porte, and, after having caufcd to be read in his prefencc a 
declaration full of heavy charges againfl his court, part of which 
have already been invalidated by the mod fair and candid ex* 
planations, and others that had never exifted, or were ever 
thought of, the vizir prefTed him to fign immediately, under the 
guarantee of the allies of his fovereign, fome very offcnfivc 
conditions, in regard to which there never had been made the 
leaft propofal during the whole courfc of the operapons in Po- 
land. Thefc conditions, very derogatory to the honour and 
glory of an cmprefs accuftomed to receive no law, propofed in a 
tone and form repugnant to the freedom of negotiation adopted 
by every power, were attended with the alternative of an im» 
mediate rupture of the perpetual peace between the two empires. 
The ruflian minifler, confident of the upright intentions of his 
court, and confcious of the probity of his own condud, as having 
fulfilled the duties of a long miniftry, was incapable of un« 
worthily degrading his court and his own charadler by a humi- 
liating engagement, and which would have exceeded the power 
and commiiTion of any minifler, let them be ever fo extenfive ; 
he gave therefore a pofitive refufal, as became his honour and hit 
duty ; and the refolution of the divan, which followed immedi. 
ately after, was to arreft him, and part of his retinue, and carry 
him to the caftle of the' Seven Towers. It would be needlefs 
for the imperial court of Ruflia to dwell any longer upon this 
event, or to enter here into an examination of it. The fadt 
fpeaks for itfclf. The honour and glory of her imperial majefty 
— the regard to her empire, point out the part it is right for her 
to take. Confiding in the juflice of her caufe, (he appeals to all 
chriftian courts on the fituationflie finds herfelf in with regard to 
the common enemy of chriftianity ; certain as ihe is, that her 
condu^ will meet with equal approbation from each of them, and 
that (he (hall have the advantage to join to the divine protedion 
the juft aiiiftance of her friends,, and the good wlfhes of all 
Chriftendom. 

«c 3 No, 
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No. IX. 

A LsTTiK from M, Di Voltaire to the Russian Ambassasor 
ai Pasis. 

I SEE by the letters which her imperial majefly and your ex- 
cellency honour me with, how greatly your nation is riling, 
while I am afraid that, in fomi: refpcfls, ours is beginning to 
degenerate. The emprefs deigns herfelf to tranflate that chapter 
of Belifariiit, which fome col leg e.fd lows traduce at Paris. 
We Ihould be overwhclrned with (hame and fcorn, if all the 
men of worth, of whom there is a great number in France, did 
not ftrongly Hand up againft the egregious fcandal of the times. 
Folly, ignorance, and envy, there will always be in any country; 
but then there will alfo l>c in it fcicnce and good tafle. I dare 
eren aver to you that, in general, our principal military, and, 
as to what concerns the counfei, our counfellors of ftate, and the 
roafters of requefts, are more enlightened than they were in the 
fhining age of Lewis ihe fourteenth. Great talents are ftill rare; 
but fciencc and rcafon are more cojnmcn than ihcy. 

I fee with pleafure that there is forming in Europe an immenfe 
republic of cultivated underJlandings. The light diffufes and 
communicates itfeh' on all IJdes. I have ihingi comp to me from 
thcitotih thataftonith me. Wiihiu theft laft fifteen years there 
has been operated a revolution in the human underftanding, that 
will form a great epochi The outcries of the pedants proclaim 
the approach ol this great change, as [lie croaking of the crovcj 
forebodes fair weather. 

-I kno>v noiLing of the book of M. de la Riviere, which yoa 
do me the honour of mentioning to me ; but can hardly believe 
that the author, while avoiding the faults into which M. dc 
Monteftguieu may have fallen, has gone beyond him in thofe 
points in which that Ihining genius is in the right. I fhall fend 
for his book ; and in the meanwhile congratulate the author on 
his being fo near fuch a fovereign and emprefs who patronizes all 
the talents in foreigners, and whofc maternal care gives birth to 
' ihcm in her owrf dominions. Bui it is you whom I efpccially 
congratulate on reprefenting her fo worthily at Pajis. 

I hare the honour to be, &c> No, 
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No.X. 



Counter-Declaration 6>fthe Court o/* Warsaw. 

THE underwritten minifters of the king and republic of Po- 
land, having laid before his majefty the declarations given in on 
the 1 8th and 26th of September, by the miniftcrs from the 
courts of Vienna, Peterfburg, and Berlin ; and his majefty hav- 
ing taken the advice of his fenata thereupon, the underwritten 
are commanded to make the following anfwer thereto : 

The difmterefted and fuccefsful pains of her Majefty the em- 
prefs of all the Ruflias, to prcferve tranquillity in Poland during 
the laft interregnum, and promote the free eled^ion of the reigning 
king, univerfally recognized ; the concurrence of the king of 
Pniffia in the fame defigns ; and the fyftem of neutrality at that 
time adopted by the emprefs-queen ; are xrircumftances whicbf 
appreciated as they ought to be by the king, will never be effaced 
from his memory or heart. 

The king is happy iii feeing the regulations and internal efta. 
bliftimcnts of the diets, immediately fuccceding the death of 
Auguftus III. declared " ufeful and falutary" by the three 
powers : he would ever wifti the emanations of the fovereign 
power of the republic to be regarded with a favourable eye 
by all his neighbours. 

All Europe is long fincc informed of the original and fucccflive 
caufes of the prefcnt troubles in Poland : all Europe knows, that 
tlieking, and the foundeft part of the nation, exerted their utmoft 
endeavours to prevent the rife and ftop the progrcfs of them; 
unfortunately thefe efforts have been unfuccefsful ; and certainly 
the confequenccs have been dreadful. The fupreme and legal au- 
thority of the ftate has been denied by fome ; anarchy has fpread 
itfelf over the provinces ; ill Poland has been impoverifhed^ 
ravaged, trodden under foot, as well by her own citizens, as 
by foreign troops : (he has felt, and all Europe has ieen, thofe 
fuitcrings proportioned to the length of time thefe troops have 
been in the country, the orders of their refpedive courts, and the 
manner in which their orders have been put in execution. 

«G 4 In 
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In a word, five years of fcoargc and ddblatlon have ruined this 
country, and make the return of peace a matter of urgent and 
indifpenfable ncccfllty. 

The engagements entered into by the three powers, to co- 
operate in cffir^uating this great work, appeared, therefore, foil 
of humanity* and would have been regarded by the king with 
the livclieft gratit'jdc, if the latter part of their declaration had 
left room for any fcntiraent but thofe of the utmoft forprife and 
the mod profound grief. 

Thefc courts pretend confidcrable claims on the unhappy Po- 
land : a plan of indemnification, the adual and effeclual fei^^ure 
of equivalents, are avowed. 

The ft rid attention of the king and republic to fulfil all their 
engagements with thefe powers ; the la-.vs of good neighbouTr 
hood fo religioufly obfer^'ed by Poland ; the znanncr fo friendly 
:md full of regard, in which the king has rejffefented, on (b 
many occafions, the different fubjedh of complaint be had uw 
fortunately had againft his neighbours ; the prefent fituation of 
Poland, fo worthy in all refpeds of the compafiion of generous 
and fcnfible minds ; all (hould have fecured to him the return of 
mutual good-will, and proteded him for ever from enteiprifes 
fo injurious to his rights and the legality of his pofTeflions* 

The rights of the republic to all her provinces have every 
poffiblc mark of folidity and authenticity ; an uninterrupted 
pofleflion of many ages, avowed ' a^d maintained by the moft 
folemn treaties, and particularly by thofe of Velaw and Oliva, 
guaranteed by the houfe of Auftria, by the crowns of France, 
England, Spain, and Sweden; by the treaty of 1686, with 
Ruffia ; by the exprefs and recent declarations of this laft power ; 
by thofe of Pruflia in 1764; and laftiy, by treaties with the 
houfe of Auflria ftill in full force and vigour ; on thefc founda. 
tions the rights of thp republic are grounded. 

The court of Warfaw contents itfclf with barely pointing 
them out at prefent, referring the right of fupporting them by 
proofs more ample and particular in time and place. 

What titles can the three powers opppfe to thefe ? If they are 
titles dug out of the pbfcurity of ancient times, of thofe times of 
fudJen and momentary revolutions, which ereded and deftroyed, 
ceded and reftored ftates in the (hort fpace of a few months oc 
years j thefc titles, if adpiittcd^ wpuld re-unite to the kingdom 
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of Poland many provinces which formerly belonged to it, but 
have for many years been occupied by the very powers who now 
form pretenfions on her. 

But as it is undeniable, that not only tranfa^ions buried in 
the oblivion of diftant ages, but all tranfadions whatever, are 
annihilated by fubfequcnt ftipulations ; as all the latter ftipula^ 
tions between Poland and htr neighbours oppofe dired^ly the 
partition they now would make, it follows, that the titles on 
which that partition is founded cannot be admitted, without 
undermining the rights of every ftate, without fluking every 
throne from its foundation. 

The very powers who declare that the fituation of Poland will 
not permit them to obtain juflice in the ordinary ways of pro- 
ceedings, cannot be ignorant that its prefent fituation is acci- 
dental and momentary ; that it is in their own power to change 
it. Their confent alone is wanting to reflore the republic to the 
free and lawful exercifc of its independent fSvereignty. That 
would be time to produce and examine their claims. This is 
the method of proceeding which the king had a right to demand 
from the equity of the three courts, which he could not but ear. 
ped to be adopted, relying on the letter written to him by the 
emprefs.queen of Hungary and Bohemia, on the 28th of Janoar]^ 
1771. 

But the prefent proceedings of the three courts, giving the 
mod ferious object of complaint to the king ; and the duties of 
his crown not permitting him to be £lent on this occa£on, he 
declares in the moil; folemn manner, that he looks upon the 
adual feizure of the provinces of Poland by the courts of Vienna^ 
Peterfburg, and Berlin, as onjuil, violent, and contrary to his 
lawful rights ; he appeals to the treaties and powers guarantees 
of his kingclom and its appurtenances* And, laftly, full of con- 
fidence in the juftice of the Almighty, he lays his rights at the 
feet of the eternal throne, and pats kis caufe into the hands of 
the King of kings, the fupreme judge of nations : and, in the 
full aifurance of his fuccour, he protefts fdemnly, and before the 
whole univerfe, againft every ftcp takenj or to be taken^ towards 
^c difmembering of Poland. 

Given at Warfaw, 061. 17th, 1772. 

Signed by the great chanoelfers of Poland and 
lithoania* 
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DlCLAKATIOH Sf tht iMTKNtAL MlNISTEK at the CoUKT of 

Waisaw. 

HER majclly the emprtfi.quMn of Hungary and Bohemia 
has feen, with unfpeakablc aftonilhmcnt, the little imprdTion 
made by tlie declaration prefcnted to his polilh majefty by the 
underwritten, and the minifters from Pctcriburg and Berlin, in 
order to accelerate a definitive arrangement between the republic 
and the three neighbouring powers, touching the pretcnfioni 
formed by the faid powers on Poland ; pretcnlions which the 
eflential intereRs of their crowns will not permit them to expofe 
to the hazard of future contingencies, and of thofe troubles with 
which Poland has at all times been agitated. 

The jullice and dignity of the three cotirts prefcribe bounds to 
their moderation : this truth can neither efcapc the difcemment 
of his polilh majeny, nor be indifferent to his heart, tf the criet 
of his country have preferved their influence there. 

Her majcfty the emprefs -queen of Hungary and Bohemia 
liopes, therefore, that the king will not cxpofc his kingdom to 
•vents which mud be the confequences of his delay to aflemble 
S diet, and enter on a negotiation, which alone lan f^ivc his 
country, reftore vigour to the eonftituiion of the republic, jvbich 
hu received fo many and fo dangerous fhocks ; and termirute 
the evils to which private intereft, ambition, hatred, and dif. 
Tentions, have given rife. 

Done at Warfaw, Dec. 4th, i;;2. 

(Signed) RZEWICKI. 

Vatt. — The minifters from Peterfliurg and Berlin delivered tlie 
next day each 2 declaration in the fame words. 



Ahswek nf the Court af "WAtHhw ta the fTecei'mg Piece. 

IN anfwer to the declarations of the courts of Vienna, Pcteif- 
burg, and Berlin, the underwritten have orders to inform the 
minifters of the faid count, that the king, being informed 
of their dcfires refpcding the convocation of a diet, and of the 
inconveniencies which may arifc from delays, is determined to 
comply, as far as it is in hit power, not only with the view of 
uluns 
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taking ^way all pretexts of aggravating the evils which afiUft 
Poland, but under the hopes that this mark of regard will operate 
on the gcncrofity of the three powers, fo as to induce them to 
put a fpecdy end to thefc troubles, in a manner the moft equitable 
and advantageous to the republic. 

In confequence hereof, his majefty has iflued circular letters 
for the convocation of a full council of the fenate, which -muft 
indifpenfably precede the fummoning of a diet ; and has fixed 
the fame to the 8th of February following ; a term which leaves 
no more than the time abfolutcly neceifary for the arrival of the 
diftant fenators. 

Done at Warfaw, this 14th of December, 1772. 

Signed by the chancellors of Poland and 
Lithunia. 



«^ 



No. XI. 

Extract 0/ a Letter from Catharine II. /afe Empress of 

Russia, to M. De Voltaire. 

Sir, 
The brightnefs of the nothern ftar is a mere aurora borealis. 
It is nothing more than giving to a neighbour fomething of our 
own fupcrfluity. But to be the advocate of human kind, the 
defender of opprefled innocence ; by this you will be indeed 
immortalized. The two caufes of Calas and Sirven have pro* 
cured you the veneration due to fuch miracles. You have com- 
bated the united enemies of mankind, fuperftition, fanaticifm« 
ignorance^ chicane, bad judges, and the power lodged in them all 
together. To furmount fuch obflacles required both talents and 
virtue. You have (hewn the world that you poiTefs both. 
You have carried yom point. You defire, fir, fome relief 
for the Sirven family^ Can I poflibly refufe it? Or, Ihould 
you praife me for the adion, would there be the Icaft foundation 
for it ? I own to you, that I (hould be much better plcafed if 
my bill of exchange could pafs unknown, Nevcrthclefs, if you 
think my name, unharmonious as it is, may be of any fervice to 
thofe vidims of the fpirit of perfecution, I leave it to your dii^ 
cretioR ; and you may announce me, provided it be no way 
prejudicial to the partiec. No. 
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No. XII. 

Tie Ma:«fisto certttning the Rebellion ef FueiTsiiEP. 

BYthc j>nce of God, we Catharine II. emrffds and autocra< 
trix (rf* all ilie Rdfias, &c. inakf known to all our faitMjI fubjcAs, 
that wc have Icamc, with the utmoft indignaiion and extreme 
affliAton, that a certain kozak, a dcTeitcr and fugitive from the 
Doi^ named Ikhclmati Pugatfhcf, after having trarcrfed Poland, 
lias bfen coll.'iling for fomc time part in the diltritls th;it bordet 
on the river Irghis in the government of Orenburg, a troop of 
vagabond* like hinifelf ; that he continues to commit in thrfb 
pans all kinds of exceffei, by inhumanly depriving the inba- 
bitants of their pofleffions and even of their livcj ; and that in 
order to draw over to hii party, hitherto compofed of robben, 
fuch perfons as he meets, and efpecially the unhappy patriots, wi 
vhofe credulity he impofeS] he has had the infolence to arrogate 
tohimfelfthenamcof the laieemperor Peter III. Irwould b« 
fupetfluoui here to prove the abfurdity of fuch an impodate, 
which cannot even put on a (hadow of probability in the eyei of 
fenfible perfons : for, thanks to the divint goodnefs, thofe aget 
are patTcd in which the rulTian empire was plunged in ignorance 
and barbarifm ; when a Grifta, an Outreper, with their ad. 
berenti, and feveral other traitors to their country, made ufc of 
- impoltures as grofs and deteftable, to arm brother againft brother, 
and citizen againft citizen. ' 

Since thofe xras, which it is grievous to recoiled, all tne 
patriots, have enjoyed the fruits of public tranqDillity, and 
(hudder with horror at the very remembrance of former troubles. 
In a word, there is not a man deferving of the ruffian name who 
does not hold in abomination the odious and infolent lie hy 
which PugatOief fancies himfelf able to feducc and to deceive 
perfons of a fimfJe and credulous dtfpofition, by promifing to 
free them from the bonds of fubmilSon and obedience to their 
fovereign, as if the Creator of the univerfe had eftablilhed human 
focieiii:s in fuch a maimer as that they can fubfift without an 
inicrmediatc authority between the fovereign and the people. 

Mc'.-enbthfs, as the infolence of this vile refufe of the human 

nee is attended with conrequencci pernicious to the provinces 

adjacent 



.^ 
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adjacent to that diftri^ ; as the report of the flagrant enormities 
which he has committed may affright thofe perfons who are ac. 
cuflomcd to imagine the misfortunes of others as ready to fall 
upon themj and as we watch with indefatigable care over the 
tranquillity of our faithful fubjedlsy we inform them by the pre- 
fcnt manifcfto, that we have taken, without delay, fuch meafurcs 
as are the bell adapted to flifle the fedition : and in order to 
annihilate totally the ambitious defigns of Pugatlhef, and to ex- 
terminate a band of robbers^ who have been audacious enough 
to attack the fmall military detachments difperfed about thofe 
countries, and to maflacre the officers who were taken prifoners» 
we have difpatched thither, with a competent number of troops^ 
general Alexander Bibikof, general in chief of our armies, and 
major of our regiment of lifeguards. 

Accordingly we have no doubt of the happy fuccefs of thefe 
meafures, and we cherifh the hope that the public tranquillity 
will foon be rcftored, and that the profligaies who are fpreading 
devaftation over a part of the government of Orenburg will 
ihortly be difperfed. We are moreo /cr perfuaded that our faiths 
ful fubjcds will juftly abhor the impofture of the rebel Pugatlhei^ 
as deflitate of all probability, and will repel the artifices of the 
ilLdifpofed, who feek and find their advantage in the fisdudion 
of the weak and credulous, and who cannot affuagc their avidity 
but by raraging their country, and by (hedding of iimooent 
bk>od. 

We tnifl with equal confidence that every true fon of the 
Country will unremittcdly fulfil his duty, of the contributing to 
the maintenance of good order and of public tranquillity, hf 
preferving himfclf from the fnares of fedudUon, and by duly 
difcharging his obedience to his lawful fovcreign. All our 
faithful fubje^s therefore may difpel their alarms and live in 
perfc^ fecurity, fince we employ our utmoft care^ and make it 
our peculiar glory, to preferve their property and to e.\tcnd tbe 
general felicity. 

Given at St, Patcrlburg, Dec. 23, iJJi* Q* S» 



Appendix, no. ttit 



No. XIII. 

ClCLAILATim ef BaXON STAdtlLBIHC, M'.nljttr of RvSSIA> U 

thi Ki!«! and the Senate o/Toland*. 

THE [xtwen in the vicinity of Poland have been fo often 
involved in the troubles which almoft every vacancy of the 
throne has exciteO in thai kingdom, that from the iccolleflion 
cf the pall it behoved them to give the moB ferious actencion to 
the affairs of the polifh nation, as foon as, by the death of the 
late king, Auguftus HI, the throne was become vacant. 

Urged by thcfe confi derations, and defirous of preventing the 
dreadful eficAs of thofe diffenfions, which, as in former inftanccs* 
intghc have atifen at this laffl vacancy of the throiw, the eairt 
of St. Petetlhurg haftencd to take all pofTible meafures to unite 
the citizens of Poland in favour of the candidate who Ihould ap. 
pear to be moft worthy of the throne, nioft agreeable to hi* 
fellow -citizens, and mod acceptable to the neighbouring powers. 

This coort applied herfelf at the fame time, and with equal 
2eal, to the rcAifying of many abufes and defeats in the con- 
ftitution, which had been equally prejudicial to Poland and her 
neighbours. 

The court of Berlin feconded the attempts ot her ally. Attd 
the court of Vienna, defirous, on her part, of contributing to the 
fuccefsof fueh laudable views, but willing, at the fame tim^ 
to avoid the danger of augmenting the difficulitcs and intricacies 
which might arifc from multiplying the number of thofe who 
undertook openly and dircfUy to fettle the affairs of Poland) 
thought proper to obferve the moft e\afl neutrality, with regard 
both to the arrangement of the affairs of Poland, and the war 
which was afterwards kindled on this fubjeiS between Rullia 
and the Porte. 

The immediate confequences of thcfe meafores were the free 
tnd legal elefUon d Staniflaus Augutlus+, reigning king of 

* Thli declaration Ihews vfiM fjtre and InTidious linguagc the authori 
af the ikraUiltms daiial to Itald. 

f And it was to the Poles that the minillcr Statkclberg had the af- 

fiuuKC to fay, that the elcdion of FoBXiiiefkl^y h«d been bee and legal I 

Fotani^ 
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Poland, and the forming of many ufeful and falutary cftablifli- 
ments. In a word, every thing fcemed to promifc to Poland 
and her neighbours a firna .nnd lafting tranquillity. 

But unhappily in the midfl of thefc promifing aj>pearancc», the 
fpirit of difcord feized upon one part of the nation : citizen armed 
againft citizen : tlie foJis of fa(5lion feized the reins of authority ; 
and laws and orJor, and public fafcty, and juftice, and police, 
and comny?rce, and agriculture, all arc either gone to ruin, or 
Hand on the brink of dcftruftion. And the exceffes of every 
kind, natural confequenccs of fuch an anarchy, will bring on the 
total diflblution of the ftatc, if not timely prevented. 

The conneflions between nations which border on each other 
are fo intimate,^ that the fubje^ of the neighbouring powers 
have already felt the moft difagreeable cfFefts from thefe did 
orders, Thefe powers are obliged, at a great expence, to take 
meafures of precaution, in order to fecure the tranquillity of 
their own frontiers ; they are expofcd to the uncertain but pofl 
fible confequenccs of the entire diflblution of Poland ; to the 
danger of feeing their mutual harmony and good friendfhip 
deftroyed ; the maintenance of which, at the fame time that it 
fecures their own peace and tranquillity, is a matter of the 
highcft importance to all Europe. 

From this view of things it will appear, that nothing can be 
of a more urgent neceflity than to apply an immediate remedy to 
evils from which the neighbouring nations have already ex- 
perienced the moft difagreeable eftbdis ; and the confequenccs of 
which, if not timely prevented, muft bring on fuch changes in 
the political fyftcm of this part of Europe a3 may be fatal to the 
general tranquillity. 

Impelled by rcafons fo many and fo weighty, her majefty the 
cmprefs of all the Ruflias, her majefty the emprefs dowager queen 
of Hungar}'- and Bohemia, and his majefty the king of Pru^a, 
find themfelves under a neceflity of taking a decifive part, in 
circumftances fo very critical. And their faid majeftics have 
determined among themfelves, without lofs of time, and with 
one accord, to take the moft effe^ual and beft-combined mea- 
fures, for the purpofe of re-eftablifhing tranquillity and good 
order in Poland, to ftop the prefent troubles and to put the 
ancient conftitution of that kingdom, and the liberue^ of the 
peoplcj on a fure and folid foundation* 

But 
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But while they take advantage of that motsal fncncUhip and 
fcinnony which happily fubfifts between them at prefent, m oider 
to pievmt the abfolute ruin and arbitrary diOoIution of Poland ; 
they cannot but be fenfible how little it is in their power to piot 
mife (hemfelvc* in future periods the fame happy concurrence. 
And as they have rerpeftively very conGdeiable claims on the 
poffeiTions of the rcpuliliT, which they cannot permit thcmTelvo 
to expofe to the hazard ol poffible contingenciei, they have there- 
fore determined among tbemfdves to aflert ihefe their ancient 
rights and lawful claims, which each of them will be ready to 
juftify in time and place by authentic records and foltd reafons { 
but for which the fituation of the republic will never leave 
ibemliopesof obtaining juliice in the ordinaiy courfe of pro- 
ceeding. 

In confequetice hereof her majefty the emprefa of all the 
Ruflias, her miijclly llie emprefs dowager queen of Hungary and 
Btdtemiat and his majefty the kti^g of Pruffia, having commo- 
mcated reciprocally their rcTpcAive rights and clalmi, and being 
mutually convinced of the jufticc thereof, arc determined ta 
fecure to themfelves a proportionable equivalent, by taking toa. 
mediate and efieAual pofTeiSon of fuch parts of the territories of 
the republic as may fcrve to fix more natural and furc bounds 
between her and the three powers : the fiid three powers engag. 
jng *o gi^'* hereafter an cxafl f^iecification of their refpcftjve 
quotas ; and renouncing from the prefent moment all revival of 
tight, demand, or claim, on account of damages fuftained, debt, 
iDtercft, or any other preteticc whatever, which they miglu 
Otherwifc have or form On the poifeflions or fubjcfb of the 
Kpublic*. 

Tlieir faid majeftics have thought it ri^ht to notify tbefe • 
deir intenticHis to the whole poUflt nation in general : inviting, 
tt the fame time, all orders and imki thereof to banifh, or at 
leaft to fuTpend, all fpirit of difcord and dclufion, in order that, 
a diet being legally aflemblcd, they may co-operate with theli 
laid majeftics in eAablifhing, on a firm and folid ibundatton, the 
good order and tranquillity of the nation, and may at the {ame 
time ratify, by public and folemn afU, the exchange of the titles. 



pqtcniiaM, 
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pretenfions^ and claims of each of their majeflies^ againll the 
equivalents of which they hare refpedlively taken pofTeflion. 

(Signed) STACKELBERG; ^^ 

Given at Warfaw> September 2, 1772+. 



No. XIV. 

ARMED NEUTRALITY, 

The Memorial frefentei to the'tr High Mightinesses the 
States General, hy Prince Gallitzin, the Ruffian M'lntfter 
9n the Fart of the Empress hit Sovereign. 

BIGH AND MIGHTY LORDS, 

The underwritten envoy extraordinary, from the emprefs of 
all the Ruflias has the honour to communicate to you a cc^y of 
the declaration which the emprefs his fovereign has made to the 
belligerent powers. Your high mightineffes may look \rpQia this 
communication as a particular mark of the attention of the. 
emprefs for the republic* which is equally interefted in the 
reafons which occafioned the declaration. He has further orders 
to declare to your high mightineifes, in the name of her im- 
perial majefty, that how defirous foever fhe may be on the one 
hand to maintain the (Iri^ft neutrality during the prefent war, yet 
her majefty is as determined to take the moft efficacious means 
to fupport the honour of the ruffian flag, the fecurity of the 
trade, and the navigation of her Aibjedls, and not fufier either to 
be hurt by any of the belligerent powers : that, in order ^o 
prevent on this occafion any mifunderftanding or falfe i^iter- 
pretation, ihe thought it neceflary to fpecify in the declaration 
the limits of a free trade, aod wh^t is called contraband : that, 
if the definition of the former be founded upon the cleared no* 

ft 

* This manifeflo was delivered on the i8th of September by baron 
Stackclbetj, minifter from the court pf Petersburg; and by the fieur de 
Benoit, minifter from the court of Berlin ; and on the a6th of September 
by baron R jcvitch, mioifter from the court of Vienna. 

VOL. 11. u H tions 
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tioM of nttnnl right, t!ic latter u litCTalI}r taken from the treaty 
of comiaerce between Rnfiia and Great Britain, hj wUdi her 
■ inperial tMjdty meara incontefiibly to prove her good faith 
■nd impartiality lowarda each putjr ; that (he cwifeqiKiulr ap- 
prehends that the other trading powers will immediately come 
into her way of thinking relative to neutrality. 

From thefe confidcration^ her imperial majefty has ordered 
the underwritten to invite your high mightineflcs to make a 
common caufe with her, as liich an union may ferve to proteA 
the trade and navigation, artd at the (ame time obfervc a IlriA 
neutrality, and to communicate to your high mightineOes the 
regulation Ihe hu in confeqaence taken. * 

The fame inviution has been made to the conru of Copen- 
hagen, Stockholm, and lalboo, in order that by the united en. 
deavours of all the neotral maritime powers, a natural fyftem, 
founded on juflice, might be eftabliHied and legalifcd ip favour 
of the trade of neutral nations, which by iti real advantages 
■night fervc for a rule for future ages. 

The underwritten doea not doubt but your high mtghtinellci 
will, without delay, take the invitation of her imperial majelty 
into confideration, and concur in immediately making a declani. 
tion to the belligerent powers, founded on the fame principles as 
that of the eroprefs, explaining at the fame time the natm« of 
a free and contraband trade, conibrmable to their relp«Aive 
treaties with the other nations. 

In concluTion, the underwritten has the honour to afliire your 
high mightinefTes, that if, to cftablilh fuch a glorious aitd ad- 
vantageous fyfiem upon the molt folid bafis, you arc dcfirous to 
open a negotiation with the above-mentioned neutral powerii 
on this fubje^ the eraprefs his fovcrcign is ready to join you. 

Your mightinefles will eafily fee ihe neceflity of accelerating 
yoor refolutions upon objeAs of fuch importance and advantage 
for humanity in general. The underwritten begs of you to 
give him a fpeedy anfwcr. 

Dmitri Pkikci Gallitzik. 
Hague, April jJ, 1780. 
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BftCLARATtOM ftOM the Eltf lE^S ff RtTSStA io the CoU&Tt ^ 

LoHDOKj Vbhsailles^ mnd Mao&id* 

THE emprefs of all the Raffias has To fully maiufefted Ket 
fentiments of equity and moderation> and has given fuch evident 
proofsj during the coiirfe of the war that (he fupported againft 
the ottoman porte^ of the regard (he has for the rights vt 
neutrality and the liberty of univerfal commerce^ as all £urope 
can witnefs ; that her condudj as well as the principles of im- 
partiality which (he has displayed during the prefetit . Waff 
juftly infpired her with the fulleft confidence^ that her fubje^ 
would peaceably enjoy the fruits of their induftry and the ad^ 
vantages belonging to a neutral nation* Experience has never, 
thelefs proved the contrary. Neither the above-mentioned 
conilderations^ nor the regard to the rights of nadons, have pre-, 
vented the fubjeds of her imperial majefly from being often 
molefted in their navigation^ and (lopped in their operationsj by 
thofe of the belligerent powers. 

Thefe impedioMli to the liberty of trade in general^ and to 
that of Ruffia id^Pncular, are of a nature to excite the attention 
of all neutral nations. The emprefs finds herfelf obliged there* 
fore to fet it iiree by all the means compatible with her dignity 
and the well-being of her fubjedh; but, before (he puts this de* 
fign into execution^ and with a fincere intention to pxevent any 
future infringements^ (he thought it but juft to publifh to all 
Europe the principles (he means to follow, as the bed adapted 
to prevent any mifunderftanding, or any occurrences that may 
occafion it. W^ imperial majeily does it with the more con* 
fidence, as (he (inds thefe principles coincident with the primiuve 
right of nations to which every people may appeal, and which 
the belligerent powers cannot invalidate without violating the 
laws of neutrality, and without difavowing the maxims they 
have adopted in their feveral treaties and public engagements. 

They are reducible to the following points : 

Firft, That all neutral (hips may freely navigate firom port tp 
port, and on the coafts of nations at war. 

Secondly, that the efifeds belonging to the fubje^ of the faid 
warring powers (hall be free in all neutral veiTclSj except coo^ 
traband merchandife* 

H H a Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That the emprers, as to the rpcdfiniian of tbe above, 
mentioned meichandiTe, adheiea to what is mentioned in tbe 
loth and i4th article* of her treaty of conuneice with Great- 
Britain, extending the tenns of it to all the pawen at war. 

Founhlyi That, to determine what is tneant by a blocked-up 
port, it is only to be underftood of one which b (b coni[JeteIy 
garded by thftfhipt of the power that attacks !t, and which aie 
ftationcd there, that it is dangerooa for any veffel to enter it. 

Fifthly, That thefe principles ferve as a nilt for proceeding! 
and judgments upon the legality of prizes. 

Ha imperial roajelty, in poblifliing thefe particulars doei not 
,hclitate to declare, that for maintaining them, and for protefHng 
the honour of her flag, the fecurity of the trade and ruivi^tion 
ofherfubjefls, fhe has ec[uippedtbe greatefl partof her maritinw 
forces. This meaTure will not, however, inSuence the ftrift neu- 
trality (he does obferve, and will obferve, fo long as fhe is not 
provoked and forced to break the hounds of moderation and - 
perfefl impartiality. ItVill be only in this extremity that her 
fleet have ordert to go wherever honour, inteiett, and necellity 
may require. ^k 

In giving this folemn affariince with the oltR opennefs of her 
charafler, the cmprefs cannot 60 other than prouife herfclf that 
the belligerent powers, convinced of the feniimcnts of juftice and 
equity which animate her, will contribute towards the accom- 
plifhment of thefe falutary purpofes, fo manifeftly lending to 
the good of all nations, and to the advantage even of ihoTe at 
war. In confequence of which, her imperial raajefty will 
fumifh her commanding officers with inflru^ions cooformablc t* 
the above-mentioned principles, founded upon the primitive law* 
of nations, and fo often adopted in thcii conventions. 



Answer /««/Jf Court a^ GaEAT-BRiTAiw to /i«' Diclara. 
TioN 0/ ih Empress 0/ Russia ; /eat to tbe Bkitisu Ekvot 
at pETEasoUKO, April 13, 1780. 

DURING the courf; of the war, wherein his britannic ma- 
jefly finds himfelf engaged through the unprovoked aggrcffion of 
francc and Spain, he hath conftantly manifefted his fentiments of 
j^ifticc, equity, and modsratim, in every partof bis conduft. 

Hit 
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His majefty hatk ^€tcd towards friendly and netitral powers ac. 
cording to their own procedure refpecling Great- Britain^, and 
conformable to the cleareft principles, generally acknowledged 
as the law of nations, being the only law between powers where 
no treaties fubfifl, and agreeable to the tenor of his different 
engagements with other powers ; thofe engagements have altered 
this primitive law, by mutual dipulations, proportioned to the 
will and convenience of the contradling parties. 

Strongly attached to her majeily of all the Rdflias, by the ties 
of reciprocal friendfhip and common intereft, the king, from the 
commencement of thofe troubles, gave the moft precife orders 
refpeding the flag of her' imperial majefly, and the commerce 
of her fqbjeds, agreeable to the law of nations ; and the tenor 
<f the engagements (lipulated by his treaty of commerce with 
her, and to which he (hall adhere with the mod fcrupulous 
exa^lnefs, 

llie orders to this intent have been renewed, and the utmoil 
care will be taken for their ilridleil execution^ 

It may be prefumed, not the lead irregularity will happen ; 
but in cafe any infringements, contrary to thefe repeated orders, 
take place, the courts of admiralty, which in this, like all 
other countries, are eftablifhed to take cognizance of fuch mat. 
ters, and in all cafes do judge folely by the law of nations, and 
by the fpecific ilipulations of different treaties, will redrefs every 
hardfhip in fo equitable a manner, that her imperial majeffy 
(hall be perfeAly fatisfied, and acknowledge a like fpirit of juffice 
which (he herfelfpofle(fes, 



Answer /rfl;» /j&zKiNcJ^/' France to the Declaration «/" /A? 

£mpress of Russia. ^ ^ 

THE war in which the king is engaged having no other mo- 
tive than the attachment of his majefty to the freedom of the 
feas, he could not but with the truefl fatisfadion fee the cmprefs 
of Ruflia, adopt the fame principle, and refolve to maintain it. 
That which her imperia) majeffy claims from the belligerent 
powers is no other than the rules already prefcribcd to the french 
marine, the execution of which is maintained with an exactitude 
knowR and applauded by all Europe. ^ 

H II 3 The 
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The liberty of neAtnl veflHt, refinined ottlj in i few caTeit 
U the direft conTequence of nei^tnit riglir, the Cdefoard oT all 
nationi, and the relief even of thofe at war. The king tut beea 
defirouf, not only to procure a freedom of navigation to the 
Ibbje^ of the emprefs of Rullia:, but to thofe of all the ftatet 
who hold their ncucralityi and that npon the fame conditimi u 
«R innonnccd in the treaty to which Ms majefty ttiis day 
anfwen. 

His majefty thought he had taken a great ftcp &r the genmi 
good, and {MTpared a gloiioos epocha for hii reign, by fixing, by 
lits examphii the [ighta which eveiy belligeient power may, and 
onght to acknowledge to be due to nentrat vcfleli. Hit hope* 
hare not been deceived ; is the emprefi, in avdwiog the ftrifielV 
neotralicy, has declared in Favour d a lyftem which the king 
u ffappordng at the price of hii pete's blood) and as her ma- 
jefty adopts (he veiy fame rights as he would with to make the 
bafis of (he maritiiiw code. 

If frefh orders were nMeflary to prevent the Tefleli of het 
imperial majefty from being diftotbed in their navigation by 
the fubjefls cf the king, his majefty would immediately give 
them ; but the emprefs will no doubt be fatisEed with the dif- 
pofitions made by hii majefty in the regulations he has publifhed. 
They do not depend on ctrcuraftances alone, but are founded 
on the law of nations, and entirely agreeable lo a prince who 
finds the happinefs of his own kingdom in that of the ge. 
neral profperity. The king wifties her imperial majefty would 
add to the meant fhe has fixed to determine what merchandifes 
are reckoned contraband in timet of war, precife rules to be in* 
ferted in the form of the fea-papers with which the ruffian fhips 
will be fbmiftied. 

With this precaution, his majefty is allured nothing will happen 
to make him regret the having put the mffian navigators on as 
advantageous a footing as can be in time of war. Fortunate cir, 
cumftances have more than once occurred to prove to the two 
CDoris how important it is for them to explain themfelve* freely 
icbtive to their refpeAive intereftt. 

His majefty is very happy to have explained his way of think- 
ing to her imperial majefty upon a point fo interefting ta 
Rnfiia, and t^ the trading powers of Europe. He the tmro 
^ceicl^ ^iplauds the prinoiplci and views of the en^refs, at hia 
majcftjr 
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tiajefty paitalces of the fame femiments which have brought 
her raajefty to adopt fuch meafures^ as niiift be to the advantage 
of her own fubjedlS) and of all other nations, 
yerfttillesy Afril t^i 1780. 

Answeh from the King of Spain, to the DiCLAaATiOM of the 

Emprsss ^Russia. 

\ 

THE kings being informed of the emprefs's fentiments with 
refped to the belligerent and neutral powers, by a memorial re« 
mitted to the comptede Florida filanca, on the 15th inft. by Mr. 
Stephen Ztnoviefi minifter from her imperial majefty : the king 
Gonfiders tUs as the efiedl of a joft confidence which his majefty 
has on his part merited ; and it is yet more agreeable that the 
principles adopted by this fovereign fhould be the fame as have 
always guided the king, and which his majefty has for a long 
time, but without fuccefs, endeavotnred to caufe England to 
obferve, while Spain remained neuter. Thefe principles are 
founded in juftice, equity, and moderation; and thefe fame 
prbciples Ruflia and all the other powers hare e3q>erienced in 
the refolutions formed by his majefty ; and it has been entirely 
owing to the cOndu6l of the engliih navy, both in the laft and 
the prefent war, (a condnd wholly fubverfive of the Ttceived 
rules among neutral powers,) that his majefty has been Obliged 
to follow their example ; fince the Englifh, paying no ref]pe^ 
to a neutral flag, if the veftel be laden with effe^s belonging 
to the enemy, even if the articles fliould not be contraband, and 
that flag not ufing any meams of defending itfelf, there could 
not be any juft caufe why Spain ftiould not make reprifals, to' 
indemnify herfelf for the great difadvantages under which (he 
muft otherwife labour* The neutral powers have alfo laid them, 
felves open to the inconveniences they have fuftcredj by fumifti- 
ing themfelves with double papers, and other artifices ^o prevent 
the capture of their veflels : from which have followed captures 
and detentions innumerable, and other difagreeable confequences^ 
though in reality not fo prejudicial as pretended ; on the con* 
trary, fomc of thefe detentions have turned to the advantage of 
the proprietors, as the goods, being fold in the port where they 
were h)ndemned, have frequently gone off* at a higher price than 
they would have done at the place of their deftination. 

u H 4 The 
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The kiogy neverthelefs, not contented with thefe ptop& of hit 
joftification^ which have been inanifeftc4 to all Europe, will this 
day have the glory of being the firft to give the example of le- 
fpeding the neutral flag of all the courts that have cooicnted, oc 
(hall confent, to defend it^ till his majefty finds what part the 
englifh navy takes> and whether they will, together with t^ir 
privateers^ keep within proper bounds. And to (hew to all the 
neutral powers how much Spain is defirous of obferving the fame 
rules in time of war as (he was direded by whilft neuter, his ma- 
jeily conforms to the other points contained in the de<;lai;ation of 
Rufiia. To be underftood, neverthelefsj that, with regard to the 
blockade of Gibraltar, if the danger of entering fubMs, as deter, 
mined by the fourth article of the {aid declaration. Thefe dan- 
gen may, however, be avoided by the neutral powers, if they 
conSorm to thofe roles of precaution eftabliOied by his majcfty's 
declaration of the i3thoflaft March, which has been conmiuni- 
cated to the court of^Peterfburg by his minifter. « 

Florida Blanca* 
Jt AraMjuez, i8 jfyrif i78o# 

DlCLARATlON of the KiNG of DtVU k^X Ofli NoRWAT, f 

//&/ Courts #/" London, Versailles, ff/r^ Madrid. 

IF the moft exaft and pcrfedl neutrality, with the raoft regu- 
lar navigation, and the moft inviolable refpeft to treaties, could 
have exenfpted the commerce of the fubjefb of the king of Den- 
mark and Norway from the inroads of the powers with whom he 
is at peace, and kept it free and independent, it would not be 
neceflfary to take meafurcs to infure to his fubjefls that liberty to 
which they have the moft incontrovertible right. The king of 
Denmark has always founded his glorj', and his grandeur, upon 
the efteem and confidence of other nations. It has been his rule, 
from the beginning of his reign, to teftify to all the powcn, his 
friends, a conduct the moft capable of convincing them of his 
pacific intentions, and of his defire to contribute to the general 
happinefs of Europe. His proceedings have always been con- 
formable to thefe principles, againft which nothing can be alleged ; 
he has, till now, only addrelTed himfelf to the powers at war, to 
obtain a rcdrefs of his grievances; and he has never wanted mo- 
deration 
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iention in his demands, nor acknowledgments when they have 
received the fucccfs they deferved : but the neutral navigation 
has been too often molefled, and the moft innocent commerce of 
his fubjeds too frequently difbirbed; fo that the king finds him* 
felf obliged to take proper meafures to afTure to himfelf and his 
allies the fafety of commerce and navigation, and the maintenance 
of the infeparablc rights of liberty and independence. If the 
duties of neutrality are fiicred, the law of nations has aUb its* 
rights avowed by all impartial powers, eflabliihed by cuflom, and 
founded upon equity and reafon. A nation independent and neu« 
ter does not lofe by the war of others the rights which (he had 
before the war, becaufe peace exifls between her and all the belli- 
gerent powers. Without receiving or being obliged to follow 
the laws of either of them, (he is allowed to follow, in all places, 
(contraband excepted,} the trafiic which (he would have a right to 
carry on, if peace exifted with all Europe, as it exifts with her. 
The king pretends to nothing beyond what the neutrality alipws 
him. This is his rule, and that of his people ; and the king 
cannot accord to the principle, that a power at war has a right to 
interrupt the commerce of his fubje^s. He thinks it due to him- 
felf, and to his fubjefts the faithful obfervers of thefe rules, and 
to the powers .at war themfelves, to declare to them the following 
principles, which he has always held, and which he will always 
avow and maintain, in concert with the emprefs of all the Ruf- 
fias, whofe fentiments he finds entirely conformable with his own. 

I. That neutral vefTds have a right to navigate freely from 
port to port, even on the coafts of the powers a{ war. 

II. That the eflfeds of the fubje^ of the powers at war (hall 
be free in neutral veflels, except fuch as are deemed contraband. 

III. That nothing is to be underftood under the denomina. 
tions of contrabai^d, that is not exprefsly mentioned as fuch in the 
third article of his treaty of commerce with Great Britain, in the 
year 1670, and the twenty-fixth and twenty-fevcnth articles of 
his treaty of commerce with France, in the year 1 742 ; and the 
king will equally maintain thefe rules with thofe powers with 
whom he has no treaty. 

IV. That he will look upon that as a fort blocked up, into 
which no vtfftX can enter without evident danger, on account of 
veflels of war fo ftationed there as to form an efiedual blockade. 

V. That thefe principles (haO ferve for mkt in law proceed. 

3 ing»f 
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tngs^ and that juftice (hall be expeditioofly rendered^ hy die 
ritiiiie regulations, conformably to treaty and ufage received. 

VI. His majefty does not hefiute to declare, that he will main, 
tain thefe principles with the honour of hisiiag, aod the liberty 
and independence of the commerce and niTigation of his fnbjeds ; 
and that it is for this purpofe he has armed a part of his navy, aL 
though he is defirons to preferve, with all the powers at war, not 
only a good underftanding, but all the friencMhip of which the 
neutrality can admit. The king will never recede from thefe 
principles, unlefs he is forced to it : he knows his duties and his 
obligations, he refpedb them as he does his treaties, and defires oo 
other than to maintain them. His majefty is perfoaded, that 
the belligerent powers wil) acknowledge the juilnefs of his mo. 
tives ; that they will be as averfe as himfelf to doing any thing 
that may opprefs the liberties of mankind, and that they will 
give their orders to their admiralty and to their officers, co nfo rm, 
ably to the principles above recited, which tend to the generd 
haf^inefs and intereft of all Europe. 

Cofenbagetti July 8, lySo. 
Declaration o/"/i&^ King o/'Swidin to tbe/ameQov%T9. 

m 

EVER fince the beginning of the prefent war, the king has 
taken particular care to manifeft his intentions to all Europe. 
He made it his duty to obferve a perfeA neutrality ; he fulfilled 
all that it required, with themoft fcrupulons exactitude ; and in 
confequence of this, he thought himfelf entitled to all the prero- 
gatives naturally appertaining to the qualification of a fovereign 
perfeftly neuter. But notwithftanding this, his commercial fub- 
jeds have been obliged to claim his proteAion, and his majefty 
has found himfelf under the neceflity of granting it to them. 

To effe 't this, the king ordered lafl year a certain number of 
men of war to be fitted out. He employed a part of thefe on 
the coalls of his kingdom, and the reft ferved as convoys for the 
fwcdilh merchant-fhips io the different feas which the commerce 
of his fubjefts required them to navigate. He acquainted the 
feveral belligerent powers with thefe meafures, and was preparing 
to continue the fame during the courfe of this year, when other 
court*;, who had likewife adopted a perfcift neutrality, communis 

cated 
I 
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cated their fcntiments to him^ which the king has found entirely 
conformable to his own, and tending to the fame object. 

The emprefs of Ruffia caufed a declaration to be delivered to 
the courts of London, Verfailles, and Madrid, in which (he ac* 
qoainted them of her refolution to proted the commerce of her 
fubje^> and to defend the oniTerfal rights and prerogatives of 
neutral nations* This declaration was founded upon foch juft 
principles of the laws of nations and the fubfiiling treaties, that 
it was impoffible to call them into queftion. The king found 
them entirely concordant with his own caufe, and with the treaty 
concluded in the year 1666, between Sweden and France; and 
his majefty could not forbiear to acknowledge and to adopt the 
fame principles, not only with regard to thofe powers with whom 
the faid treaties are in force, but aUb with regard to fuch others 
as are already engaged in the prefent war, or may be invdvcd 
therein hereafter, and with whom the king has no treaties to ap. 
peal to. It is the univerfal law ; and when there are no partiou 
lar engagements cxifting, it becomes obligatory upon all nations* 

Inconfequence thereof, the king declares hereby again, ''That 
<' he will obferve the fame neutrality, and with the fame exac- 
'' titude as he has hitherto done. He will enjoin all his fub- 
'' jeds, under rigorous pains, not to adl in any manner whatever 
** contrary to the duties which a ftridl neutrality impofes unto 
^' them ; but he will effeftaally proteft their lawful conunerce, 
•' by all poffible means, whenever they carry on the fame, con» 
^' formably to the principles here above mentioned." 

Explanation rwhick the Covrt of Swbdbn has demanded^ 
relati<ve to the Propofal nohtch /iS^ Court ^ Russia hat 
made for the reciprocal Proteff'ton and Navigation of their 
Subjeas, 

I. HOW and in what manner a reciprocal protection and ma« 
tual affiftance (hall be given ? 

II. Whether each particular power (hall be obliged to prote6( 
the general commerce of the whole, or if in the mean time it may 
emfdoy a part of its armament in the protedion of its own ptrtico- 
lar commerce ? 

III. If feveral of thefe combined iquadrons (hoold meet, or^ 
for exampki one or more of their veircls, what fliaU be the role 
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bf tbdr condtt6l towards each othcTi and bow £u ftall die neix. 
tral proteAion extend ? 

IV. It feems eflential to agree upon the manner in which re, 
prcfcncations (hall be made to the powers at war, if, noiwith. 
Handing our meafures, their (hips of war or armed veSeh (bould 
continue to interrupt our commerce in any manner. Muft thefe 
remonflrances be made in the general name of the united powers, 
or (hall each particular power plead its own caufe only ? 

V. Laftly, it appears effentially neccflary to provide againft 
this poffible event, where one ef the united powers feeing itfeif 
driven to extremities againft any of the powers afhially at war, 
(hould claim the afiKUnce of the allies in this convdition to do 
her juftice ; in what manner can this be beA concerted? A cir. 
cumftance which equally requires aftipulation, that the reprifals 
in that cafe (hall not be at the will of fuch party injured, but that 
the common voice (hall decide : otherwife an individual power 
might at its plcafurc draw the re(l, againft their inclinations and 
interefts, into difagreeable extremities, or break the whole league, 
and reduce matters into their original (late, which would render 
the whole fniitl^s and of no t£k^^ 

Answer <3/'/>^f Court (j/RussiA, 

I. AS to the manner in which prote^ion and mutual aflUbince 
(hall be granted, it muft be fettled by a formal convention, to 
which all the neutral powers will be invited ; the principal end 
of which is to infure a free navigation to the merchant.(hips of 
all nations. Whenever fuch veflfel (hall have proved from its 
papers, that it carries no contraband goods, the prote6liofi qf a 
fquadron or vc(rel8 of war (hall be granted her ; under whofe care 
(he (hall put herfelf, and which (hall prevent her being interrupted. 
Hence it follows ; 

II. That each power muft concur in the general fecurity of 
commerce. In the mean time, the better to aecompli(h this ob- 
jeft, it will be ntctSkry to fettle, by means of a feparate article^ 
the places and diftances which may be judged proper for the 
ftation of each power. From that method will arife this advan- 
tage, tliat all the fquadrons of the allies will form a kind of chain, 
and be able to a(rift each other ; the particular arrangement to be 
confined only to the knowledge of the allies, though the conven- 
tion. 
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tion, in all ether points, will be communicated to the powers at 
war, accompanied with the fmcereft proteflations of a ftridl neu- 
trality, 

HI. Ft is undoubtedly the principle of a perfeft equality, 
which muft regulate this point. We (hall follow the common 
mode with regard to fafety. In cafe the fquadrons fhould meet 
and engage, the commanders will conform to the ufagcs of the 
fea fervrcc, becaufe, as is obferved above, the reciprocal protec- 
tion, under thefe conditions, (hould be unlimited. 

IV. It feems expedient, that the reprcfentations mentioned in 
this article be made by the party aggrieved ; and that the minif- 
ters of the other confederate powers fupport thofe remonftrances 
in the mod forcible and efficacious manner. 

V. We feel all the importance of this confideration ; and, to 
render it clear, it is neceflary to diftinguiih the cafe. 

If any one of the allied powers (hould fuffer itfelf to be drawn 
in by motives contrary to the eftabli(hed principloi of a neutra- 
lity and perfeft impartiality, (hould infringe its laws, or extend 
their bounds, it cannot certainly be expeded that the others 
fliould efpoufe the quarrel ; on the contrary, fuch a condu^ would 
be deemed a dcreliftion of the ties which unite them. But if 
the infult offered to one of the allies (hould be hoftile to the prin- 
ciples adopted and announced in the face of all Europe, or (hould 
be marked with the character of hatred and animofity, infpired 
by refentme^ againft thefe common meafures of the confederacy, 
which has nothing elfe in view than to make, in a precife and 
irrevocable manner, laws for the libeny of commerce, and the 
rights of every neutral nation, then it (hall be held indifpenfable 
for the united powers to make a common caufe of it, (at fea 
only,) without its being a ground- work for other operations, as 
thefe connexions are purely maritime, having no other objeft 
than naval commerce and navigation. 

From all that is faidabo?e, it evidently refults, that the com- 
mon will of all, founded upon the principles admitted and adopted 
by the contraXing parties, mult alone decide ; and that it will al- 
ways be the fixed ba(is of the condud and operations of -this union. 
Finally, we (hall obferve, that thefe conventions fuppofe no other 
naval armament than what (hall be conformable to circumflances, 
according as thofe (hall render them ncce(rary, or as may be 
agreed. It is probable' that this agreement, once ratified and 

elUblifhed, 
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.eftabliihcd> will be of the greateft confequence ; and that the 
belligerent powers will find in it fuificient motives to perfuade 
them to refpedl the neutral flagi and prevent their provoking the 
lefentment of a ref^ edbible communion, founded under the aof- 
pioes of the mod evident jufticei and the fole idea of which is re- 
ccived with the univerfkl applaufe of all impartial Eoxope* 



No. XV. 



C«PY of the Maritime Treaty beNveentbe Empress ^Russia 
and the King of Denmark, acceded to by the King of Swe. 
DEN tf»y Statbs.General of the United Provinces. 

Art. I. THEIR refpedive majcfties are fully and fincerelf 
determined to keep upon the moft friendly terms with the pre- 
ient belligerent powers, and prefcrve the moft exadl neutrality : 
they folemnly . declare their firm intention to be^ that their re- 
fpeflive fubjcds (hall ftridly obferve the law^s forbidding all 
contraband trade with the powers now being, or that may here- 
after be, concerned in the prefent difputes, 

II. To prevent all equivocation or mifunderftanding of the 
word contraband, their im})erial and royal majcfties declare that 
the meaning of the faid word is folely reftrained to fuch goods 
and commodities as are mentioned under that denomination in 
the treaties fubfi ft ing between their faid majcfties and either of 
the belligerent powers. Her imperial majcfty abiding princi- 
pally by the Xth and Xlth articles of the treaty of commerce 
with Great Britain ; the conditions therein mentioned, which 
arc founded on the right of nations, being underftood to extend 
to the kings of Fiance and Spain ; as there is at prefent no 
fpccific treaty of commerce between the two latter and the for- 
mer. His danifh majcfty, on his part, regulates his conduit in 
this particular by the firft article of his treaty with England, 
and the XXVIth and XXVIIth of that fubfifting between his 
faid majcfty and the king of France, extending the provifions 
made in tlie latter to the catholic king ; there being no treaty 
ad hocy between Denmark and Spain. 

III. And 
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III. And whereas by this means th^ word contrahendi con* 
fonnable to the treaties now extant, and the flipulations made 
between the contracting powers, and thofe that are now at war, 
is fully explained; efpecially by the treaty between Ruffia and 
England of the 20th of June 1766; between the latter and 
Denmark, of 4he nth of July 1670; and between their danifli 
and moil chrUlian majefties, of Auguft 23d, 1742 ; the will and 
opinion of the high contracting powers are, that all other trade 
whatfoever (hall be deemed and remain free and unreflrained. 

By the deelaration delivered to the belligerent powers, their 
contracting majefties have already challenged the privileges 
founded on natural right, whence fpring the freedom of trade 
and navigaticxi ; as well as the right of neutral powers ; and 
being fully determined not to depend in future merely on an 
arbitrary interpretation, devifed to anfwer fome private advan- 
tages or' concerns, they have mutually covenanted as follows :< 

Firft,^hat it will be lawful for any (hip whatever to fail 
freely from one port to another, or along the coait of the powen 
now at war. — 2dly, That all merchandife and efieCb belonging 
to the fubjedts of the faid belligerent powers, and (hipped on 
neutral bottoms, (hall be entirely free; except contraband goods 
— Sdly, In order to afcertain what conditutes the blockade of 
any place or port, it is to be underftood to be in fuch predica. 
ment, when the aiTailing power has taken fuch a ftation, as to 
expofe to imminent danger any (hip or (hips that would attempt 
to (ail in or out of the faid ports. — 4thly, No neutral (hips (hall 
be (lopped without a material and well-grounded caufe : and in 
fuch cafes juftice (hall be done to them without lofs of time ; and 
be(ides indemnifying, each and every time, the party aggrieved, 
and thus (lopped without fufficient caufe, full fatisfadlion (hall 
be given to the high contracting powers, for the infulc offered 
to their flag. 

IV. In order to proteCt officially the general trade of their 
refpeCtive fubjeCts, on the fundamental principles aforefaid, her 
imperial, and his royal majefty have thought proper, for effeCi« 
ing fuch purpofe, each refpeCtively to fit out a proportionate 
quota of (hips of war and frigates. The fquadron of each of the 
contracting powers (hall be Rationed in a proper latitude, and 
(hall be employed in efcorting convoys according to the par* 

ticular 
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ticulaf circumftanccs of the narigators and traders of eidi 

nation. 

V. Should any of the merchantmen belonging to the fubjc^ 
of the contrafting powers, fail in a latitude where (hall be no 
(hips of war of their otih nation, and thus be dq>rived of the 
faid protedion ; in fuch cafe, the conunander of the fqaadron 
belonging to the other friendly power (hall, at the requeft of fuch 
merchantmen, grant them fincerely and hua fide all neceflary 
afiiftance. The (hips of war and frigates of either of the con- 
tradling powers (hall thus proted and affift the merchantmen of 
the other: provided neverthelefa, that under the fandion of 
fuch required affiftance and protedlion, no contraband be carried 
on, nor any prohibited trade, contrary to the laws of the neo. 
trality. 

VI. The prcfent convention cannot be fuppofed to have any 
relative efied ; that is to extend to any difierences that may have 
arifen iince its being (y)ncluded : unlefs the controverfy (hoold 
fpring from continual vexations which might tend to aggrieve 
and opprefs all the nations of Europe. 

VII. If, notwithflanding the cautious and friendly care of 
the contrading powers, and their fleady adherence to an exad 
neutrality, the Ruffian and Dani(h merchantmen (hoold happen 
to be infulted, plundered, or captured by any of the armed (hips 
or privateers belonging to any of the belligerent powers : in fuch 
cafe the ambaflTador or envoy of the aggrieved party, to the of- 
fending court, (hall claim fuch (hip or (hips, infifting on a pro- 
per fatisfadion, and never neglcft to obtain a reparation for the 
infult offered to the flag of his court. The minifter of the other 
conrrading power (hall at the fame time, in the moft efficacious 
and vigorous manner, defend fuch requifition, which (hall be fup- 
ported by both parties with unanimity. But in cafe of any re- 
fufal, or even delay in redreffing the grievances complained of; 
then ^their majefties will retaliate againft the power that (hall 
thus refufe to do them juftice, and immediately agree together 
on the moft proper means of making well-founded reprifals. 

VIII. In cafe either of the contra(^ing powers, or both at 
the fame time, (hould be in any manner aggrieved or attacked, 
in confequence of the prefent convention, or for any reafon re- 
lating thereto j it is agreed^ that both powers will join, a<fl in 

concert 
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concert for^thcir mutual defence, and unite their forces in order 
to procure to themfelves an adequate and perfedl fatisfaftion, 
both in regard to the infult put upon their refpeflive flags and 
the lofles fuffered^by their fubjcds, 

IX. This convention fhall remain in^orcc for and during the 
continuance of the prefent war; and the obligation enforced 
thereby, will fenx as the ground-work of all treaties that may 
be fet on foot hereafter : according to future occurrences, and 
on the breaking out of any frefh maritime wars which might 
unhappily difturb the tranquillity of Europe. Meanwhile, all 
that is hereby agreed upon fhall be deemed as binding and per- 
manent, in regard both to mercantile and naval affairs, and 
(hall have the force of law in determining the rights of neutraji 
nations. 

X. The chief aim and principal obje^^ of the prefent conven- 
tion being to fecurc the freedom of trade and navigation, the 
high contracting powers have antecedently agreed, and do en- 
gage to give to all other neutral powers free leave to accede 
to the prefent treaty, and, after a thorough knowledge of the 
principles on which it reds, (hare equally in the obligations and 
advantages thereof. 

XI. In order that the powers, now at war, may not be igno- 
rant of the (Irength and nature of the cngagcmants entered into 
by the two courts aforefaid ; the high-contrafting parties (hall 
give notice, in the moft friendly manner, to the belligerent 
powers, of the meafures by them taken; by which, far from 
meaning any manner of hoftility, or cau(ing any lofs or injury 
to other powers, their only intention is to proteft the trade and 
navigation of their refpcdlive fubje^. 

XII. This convention (hall be ratified by the contrafting 
powers, and the ratifications interchanged between the parties 
in due form, within the fpace of fix weeks from the day of itl 
being figned, or even fooner, if poffible. In witnefs whereof, 
and by virtue of the full powers granted us for the parpofe, we 
have put our hands and feals to the prefent treaty. 

Given at Copenhagen, July the 19th, 1780. 

(Signed) Charles D'Ostsn, called Soke if # 

J. ScHACK Ratlau. 

A. P. CoMPTK BSRNSTO&F. 

O. Thoft. 

H. ElKSTEDT. 

VOL. II. II Accedtd 
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Acceded to, and figned by the plenipotenturiel'of the court of 
Sweden, at Peterlburg, the iiftof July 1780, and by iheSacet. 
general accepted Nov. 10, 1780, and figned at Peterlbarg, Ja- 
nuary y, 1781, with the addition ooly of article 

XIIL If the rerpeflife fquadroni, or (hips of war, (hould 
meet or unite, to ad in oonjunfUoii, the commander in chief will 
be regulated according to what ii commonly praflifed between 
the crowned heads and the republic. 



No. xvr. 

i/ltitt)ltAL/nm the EtOKBu ofRvutK flit Statii-Geneuu 

High and Mighty Lords! 
KO fooner had her imperial majedy been informed of the 
Sritifh amballador's fudden depanure from the Hagur, than, 
without waiting for any further explanation, guided only by the 
fiiendlhip and good-will ihe bears to the two cootending powers, 
and awakened by the alarming tendency of a meafure fo dctri. 
mental to their mutual welfare and tranquillity, (he direfled her 
minifier in London to make the moft earnefl reprefeniaiiont to 
that court, to prevent, if poflible, the matter being carried to 
any extremity, and to recommend the mod conciliating mea- 
fures ; ofiering at the fame time to promote them as far as wai 
in her power. Although her majefty has not yet heard of any 
anfwer from the fald couri, fhe has fome reafon to think that the 
overtures made by her have been favourably received. In con- 
fequence whereof, her imperial m:ijelly does not hefitate to give 
a ftefti proof of her good intentions for bringing about a recMici- 
liacion between the two powers, whom flie equally fupports, and 
who have lived fo long in that natural and pcrfeA harmony 
which beft fuita their rcfpeftive inter«(ls, by offering them, in 
form, her fervices and mcdiarion, for the purpofe of putting an 
end t« that difcord and war which ha) lately broke out between 
them. 

While ncmficnr dc Simolln, her imperial majefty't miniller at 
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the court of Londoiiy is fulfilling her commands on this head ; 
the underwritten has the honour to acquit himfelf of the fame 
tafk here with their high mightinelTes, and to aiTure them of the 
zeal and readinefs he wilhes to have an opportunity to difplay^ 
in forwarding the defirable work of redoring the faid ftates to 
their wonted peace and tranquillity* That difintereftednefs^ im- 
partiality^ and benevolence, which have hitherto (lamped every 
adion of her imperial majefty^ are equally confpicuous in the 
prefent inftance. 

The wifdom and prudence of your high roightineflfes will 
eafily diilinguiih thofe facred chara^teriftics, and didate the aa« 
fwer which the underwritten (hall tranfmit to his imperial mif« 
trefs, as a proof of his having executed her commands. 

(Signed) Li PuiNCB Ds Gallitzipt. 

Hfiguei March i, I'J^X. 



No. xvir. 

Memorial cf Prince Gallitzin and Mons. db Markop, 
Minifters of the Empress $/ all the Russias, prefentei to the 
States-General; nvitb Mr. Secretary Fox's Letter to Mows,, 
SiMOLiN; Russian Mmifter at the Court of Lk)ni)on, 

THE underwritten, joint minifters of the emprefs of all the 
Ruilinsy in confequence of the orders given them to accelerate 38 
much as in them lies, the falutary work of the mediation en* 
trufted to her imperial majefty, think it their duty to lofe no 
time to communicate to your high mightine(res a copy of a letter 
written to monf. Simolin, their fovercign's minifter at the court 
of London, by Mr. Fox, fecretary of ftate to his britannic ma- 
jefty. It will convince your high mightinelTes of the inten- 
tions of his britannic majefty to be fincerely reconciled to the 
republic, on the conditions by yourfelves eftablKhed, in your re« 
folution of the 14th ult. by which you again accept of the em - 
prefs's mediation ; the preliminary conceflion, made on the part 
pf Great Britain, concerning the principal article of the treaty 

11 a of 
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# 
of 1 674, feems to level all the obftacles which had hitherto pit* 
\*cnted your entccing upon a negotiation for a final peaces I^ 
in the interim, the propofal made in thefaid letter, ofafufpcn- 
lion of hoftilitcs, (hould be thought conformable to the intercfbof 
the nation, nothing could be more fo to the principles of huma- 
nity in general, which aduate the emprefs, and to her private 
icntiments, of benevolence and affedion for this (late ; efpecially 
as fuch a meafure has the double advantage of preventing the 
ufelefs cffufion of blood; and from this inftant reftoring to the 
republic, the enjoyments of the rights of freedom in trade and 
navigation, which fall to the (hare of neutral nations, and efpe- 
cially thofe that have acceded to the principles of the armed 
neutrality. 

Full of confidence in the dif[X>fition equally peaceful, and con- 
formable to the real welfare of the (late, which your high 
mightineffcs have always manifdlcd in the moil folemn and po- 
fitivc manner; the underwritten flatter themfelves, that you 
will not hefitate to make a projxr ufe of the letter they have the 
honour to communicate, in order to take a quick and deciiive 
refolution, that may tend to reftorc peace and harmony with 
your old friend and ally, upon terms as honourable as they arc 
advantageous. 

(Signed) P. Gallitzin. 

Markof. 

Copy of the Letter alluded to in the ahcne Memorial. 

HAVING laid before his majcfty an extrad of the letter 
which you did me tlic honour, fir, of communicating from prince 
Galli'izin, and n-.onf. dc Markof, I liavc his majefty's commands 
to inform you, tliat the king, difirous of tcfcifying his inten- 
tions towards their high mightincfies, and of renewing that 
fricnddiip which has been fo unfortunately interrupted between 
old allies, who ought to be united in the bonds of mutual in- 
tereft, is ready to enter into a r.egotiation, for the purpofc of fct- 
tineon foot a treaty of pe:ite, on tl.c terms and conditions of that 
which was agreed to in K'74, hctv/een his majefty and the re- 
public; and ihat the better to facilitate the execution of a plan 
which his majelly his fu much at heart, tlie king is w^iUing to 
give immediate orders for a fufpcnCou of hoftilities, if, on their 

a part> 
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part, the lords the flatcs-gencral fliould think fuch a meafure 
fuitable to the objeft in view. 

I am commanded by his raajefty to explain to you, fir, his 
fcntiments on fo important a fuhjci^l, and dofirc you will im- 
part the fame to the rainiilers of her im^x^rial niajefty to their 
high mightincffes, that they may be convoyed, without the 
leaO: delay, to the minifters of the republic; being of opinion 
that it is tjic moft convenient ftcp, with the mediation and good 
offices of her imperial niajefty, to put an end to the fcourge of 
that war which unfortunately fubiiils between the two nations. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. J. Fox. 
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1. 'T^^HE LIFE of CATHARINE II. Empress of Russia. Tbe 

X Fourth Edition, with confiderable Improvemciits. In Thice 
Volumes 8vo. Price il. 4s. JBoards. EmbeliiAicd with Eleven elegant Pbr* 
traits, and a corre^ Map of Ruflia. 

*^* The Authon of the Monthly Review belh)W great encomiunis on this Work i ia eoB* 
firmation of which they give ample extra6b, and conclude their account bj faying : '* Did oaf 
limited fpacc permit, we could tranfcnbe with pleafure many other extriordinaxy paflaget tnm 
this curious Work.'* Tfie Britifh Critic alfo, after beftowing an uniform commendadoo «■ 
this Work, through no fewer than eighr pages, concludes with faying, *• Upon an attennre 
perufal of chefe volumes, we cannot do otherwife than acknowledge their merit, and rrcoo* 
mend them as fully adequate to repay the time that may be beftowed upon themi by die Cfl> 
tertainment and information which they afford. *' 

2. TRAVELS in AFRICA, EGYPT, and SYRIA, from the Ycm 
1792 to 1798. By W. G. BROWNE. 410. Price il. iis. 6d. Boards. 

** Such is (he outline of this journey, which vies with any land-tour defcribed either A 
ancient or modern times. The learning, the ability, and the (ingular opportunities of die 
author, have fevrrally contributed fo much to enrich his pages with oew difcoverics, or bc« 
obfervatinn't ^^at his work will ever bear a high rank among books of travels. Long and 
perilous journeys have often been performed by men incapable of fcienti 6c obfervatioa ; bot 
in this cafe, profound learning and undaunted enterprixe combine to produce m work perki^s 
VNr^UE in its kind." Critical Revirwt •'^* 1799* 

5. GLEANINGS THROUGH WALES, HOLLAND, and WEST, 
PHALIA ; with Views of Peace and War at Home and Abroad. To which 
is added, HUMANITY; or, The Rights of Nature : A Poem. RcfiW 
and correaed. By Mr. PRATT. In Three Vols. 8vo. Price One Guinea 
in Boards. "I'he Fifth Edition. 

•« We have found fo many lively and plcafant exhibitions of manners, fo many amufin? ani 
intcrcfting aaccJotvS, and fo many obfcrvations and rcflc£lions, gay and grave, fportive and 
fentimental, (all cxprcflod in a t'ay and familiar ftyle) better fuiicd to the purpofe than fen* 
tcnccs laboured with artificial exadlnefs that we cannot but recommend it to our rcidcrs as a 
highly amufing and mtcrcrting performance.'* Ana'ytical Review^ Jan, ^796. 

4. GLEANINGS in ENGLAND; defcriptive of the Coontenancc, 
Mind, and Lharadcr of the Country. By Mr. PRATT ; 8vo. Price 8». 
Boards. 

N. B. In the Prefs, a Second Volume of the above Work. 

•• The Author continues to merit the chara£\cr he has long and defcnnedly maintained, of a 
fprightly and agreeable writer; of an intelligent, and often a fagacious obfcrvrr of human l;;e 
and manners; and he is entertaining throughout." Britijh Critic^ 03, 1799. 

•• The Author has here, in manifold inftances, (hown himfelf a faithful delineator of his 
coiinjrymen, a^d a generous and manly defender of hit country; to which his performaDC* is 
a tribute no lefs valuable than well linwd.'* GcntUman'tMag. y<*g. 

5. FAMILY SECRETS. By Mr. PRATT. Second Edition, carcfuU/ 
corrected. In Five Inrgc Volumes izmo. Price iL 5s, Boards, 

•* The work abounds wirh a v^iciy of cbaradUis, exceedingly well delineated, with mar.y 
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Ibenei and delcriptiont, happily imagined and fuccefsfully introduced, and will connderabty 
add lo the feme Mr. Pratt has ilrcady obtained." Brirljb Critic^ Nov, 1797* 

6. The TRAVELS of ANTENOR in GREECE and ASIA ; from a 
Greek Manufcript found at Herculaneum; including feme Account of 
EGYPT. Tranflated from the French of E. F. La n ti er ; with additional 
Notes by the Englifti Tranflator. In Three Vols. 8vo. Price iSs. Boards. 

** Mr. Lantier may boaft that he has ere^ed a mofl pleafing and comfortable manfion, full of 
iiiftorical and biographic pi^ures, and delightful landfcapes. It would be want of. candour to 
^oy that the preient labourer has not only brou^c forth precious ore, but has refined it witb 
freit (kill and fuccefs. 

<* For the remainder we muft refer to the work ttfelf, which we conclude with recommeoding 
ms ao elegant and ingenious delineation of ancient manners. The original is not before us ; 
Kut the tranflation is fpirited, and feems to be faithful { and the TranllAtor s additional Notes 
are uleful and appropriate,*' Critical Revinv, Dec* 1799* 

7. LETTERS, written from various PARTS of the CONTINENT; 
containing a Variety of ANECDOTES relative to the preP'nt State of 
LITERATURE in 'GERMANY, and to the celebrated O.'^RMAN 
LITERATL With an Api)endix; in which are included, THREE 
LETTERS of GRAY's, never hefoie publifhed in this Countr}-. Tranf- 
lated from the German of FREDERICK MATTHISSON, by ANNE 
PLUMTRE, Tranflator of feveral of Kotzebue's Plays. In One Volume 
Odbivo, Price 8s. Boards. 

■< Thefe letters certainly form an interefting volume. The names of living perfons of celebrity 
and emiaence frequently occur in them ; and the authors of Germany are fufficieotly known in 
£ofUad to render our countrymen curious for anecdotes refpcdting fuch writers. 

Critical Rn'iru; Sept, 1 799. 

8. LETTERS written during^ a RESIDENCE in ENGLAND. 
Tranflated from the French of HENRY MEISTER. Containing many 
curious Remarks upon Englifh Manners and Cuftonis, Government, Cli» 
mate. Literature, Theatres, &c. &c. Together with a Letter from the 
Margravine of Anfpach to the Author. In One Volume Odlavo, Price 6s, 
Boards. 

o. PHYSIOGNOMICAL TRAVELS, preceded by a PHYSIOGNO* 
MICAL JOURNAL. Tranflated from the German of J. C. A. MUS^US, 
by ANN PLUMP TREE. To which is prefixed, A Short Sketch of the 
Ijfe and Charadter of the Author, by his Pupil Kotzebue. In Thiee 
Volumes I zmo. Price 12s. Boards. 

10. The ANECDOTES of LORD CHATHAM'S LIFE. The 
Sixth Edition. In Three Volumes 8vo. Price 18s. Boards. 

** The author has made a valuable colled ion of Anecdotes, efpecially of the late and mod 
con(picuoui part of Lord Chatham's Life; and of other matters conoeml with it. He fays he 
it not confcious of having advanced one falfehood *. we give credit to his declaration, having 
Ibund no caufe to doubt it." Monthly Review, May 1792. 

** A greater number of curious and interefting Anecdotes, concerning public affiiirs, have not 
appeared fince the days of Sir William Temple, than are to be found in this Work. 

** We cannot difmlfs this article without acknowledging, that it throws a grrat and new light 
«poo the occurrences and events of more than half a century of our hitkory.*' 

Gent, Mag, Au£> 1795* 

11. BIOGRAPHICAL, UTERARY, and POLITICAL ANEC. 



COOKS pthiei fir T. N. I.oijckav m/O. Rees. 

nOTES.of fo*vrnioft::".:r'i<i !.\JINF.N T PERSON'S of the PRESENT 
JIGB; iwnicularly I'n^ On!.-.-, "f Griirioii, I^eds,- Dor'-t, and Rutland; 
LiirtL 'loivjiihrii.i; 'Jjf .1 :. Mncli^iwir, M:<:i<frM. Cnnvi^n. Tt-rai.Ie. No- 
pent, aiid Srclivilli.' ; liilli!;|r. < f J!"r^i'!i. 1 a-:il Cffory; Ri[,'!t Hon. George 
Grenvillc, Chjrks Tfimifi'inil; Sir Junius Cnlilwell, Sir Gf;y CoJijier, Sir 
John Rilr)-if;p!c, S- tj-.Mr.t Avair, Dr. Franidin, and many oJicn; never be. 
fimprinted, rnThiec V<>l..r.-,r . IVics 18*. 

•' We eiMiAi JlfVniij ih fr v.iliiim-- i.iib-"!! nii.' riip', lliM iiief cniUiiin a corG l^riSIc p-inion 
afjinliihiJit inlR:'m.>riui>. IV w >^ n,;!-,!./ .;» Jifc?tnn^ iMd*ti,li«diVi:ft:i:a!J a> h.iiy in- 
Kivllin;! ind ii will rriHV )h)riici>1irly fj ■■ \\vXt «Im Itill rcoMaj^rihi iiineiin ur^iih ib* 
ai>f.'<lL-!n lirie icciid'J ut v.h\i-i\i. To t'-,' 'ulUK hilWijii alfo irWll affinl much .<i1i(tan:c. 
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iljiirtllji[llrfliiwislll>hii:ii!>i:li.ur.d." L,Ml,jt .liitK, iHjicii i-;,^ 

13. LECTURKS on D.'li J' anil RK ':;IMI.^\'. k-inj n SyKcmatic Iiiqairy 
into the maft niton.il .■.kai.a of prcf^iviir ; 1 ; ;,.'ih a-id [iroiimging Utt: ; 10. 
griher Willi fityfiol^i^ii-;! :iiui ChoQ;i;il ilxj'biiuri; ii^ ciLiilatcd chitfiv i-jr 
the Ufuuf ramilic!.; i;i ■ r-U-r 10 ^;-i!lii tl ; | r. '. ,.ili:;i- jiljjici and rroju'iiictj 
in Medicine. Ev A. F. >.). \Vl]..!,JiJl-l. M. 1). 

Contents of tlic it'uik. — li-.trcnlu»:;io-,, <,r a p.eiiei.il V!jn- of iha vliolc 
Work, and lis (ira^Lic^i' 'IVM.i.-x-v.— Cl>j|i.l. (,n the Mr.n's o'" -r ■"-rviiiT' 
Health and proio.i^ii-' I.T.— ll.Ot Airaad UV.ithcr— lll.C'l CliTLiniinc;*— 
IV. Of Dref— V. i.;-t i'l^ "J, OnnU, and Spite,— \'!. Of l-^x icifc :i,ia iu ,— 
VII. Of ^!crpinT;u-.a W ^.Lini;— VUi. Of Kwci:r:-,jns— 1\. Of in.: < -^^A 
Intercourfe— X. Uf the Ai.-a\>r.i am) P.i^'jnxif C.f Mini— XI. U! i!:e 

Orjaiis rf Sf^ii:— Nil, C;ii the Irtat.iieut .iivi Pr^:]'". rvatiim of ihu Evcs 

Coi.di.fu.n, ra-:.pliu^:i- HfilJ PrMect--. 

N. B. Among a carK'.j- ot' n<'w fu: j'-xb, th-- pr,"f-nt Kditiort contain! a 
cont'lf: invfiii^jiil'jn u\' ('■..■ f.ili^nving. •.i;.. ArM'v Root — Ari;ch-.k;s— 
Boot Root— Cow i'ox— Confn;;.; Uiii— !•;!«. iv;f..-—Ci;in)c—Loi>il..[i—M:n:in 
Gra&-MotaUi.- ■Jr;i;;^r>— Oii— Oliicj— i.ilt— Si-iJl Pox— 'J-anuriiids— 
Viii?;;ar, &c. ie. 

'J o wliicli is ai'.divl, a Pof-fciii t, or.iaining a i'cri.'s of Queries, nddrjiTfd 
10 ihofe Patients wim arc ;;r,h.io»sii)^;ie :in r.,i.i:r.itj and (Itiiiiaclory Account 
of their Dif,irdcrs, when ton!ulii;ig .M;'t!ic;J Men. In One large V'ol-.ime 
Svo. Price g^r. in Boar.ls, or ici. 61. tm Superfine Paper. The Second 
Kdicion, confidera'jjy enl.ir^cd uud ijitj'rjVL'd. 

Ina.fviv Days will bcpuUi!he.-1, 
A ii'STOP.Y of liUSSlA, from the !■ :;.ili!iP.'.-cnt of Monarchv under 
P.uiuK, t.. t!i.; .^eccfiion cf C.a ruAKisE I!, la Two Volumci Oflavo. 
Viiih 'JQ l'u:ii;.its, cnjjriVk.d from a Stfi-i oi I'.hdals. 
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